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British Board of Trade President 
Cues Nationalization of Film Biz 


London, July 20. 

British government, which has 
long been expected to nationalize 
the film industry in order to gain 
a fuller measure of protection for 
it both at home and abroad, may 
now be finalizing those plans. This 
was brought to light here last week 
in a statement before the House of 
Commons by Board of Trade prez 
Harold Wilson. 

Discussing the recent shuttering 
of the Warners’ Teddington studios 
here, Wilson declared that he’s 
persevering in his intentions to re- 
move financial obstacles to permit 
the fullest use of all British stu- 
dios. He’s expected to make a 


detailed report to Commons about | 


Winchell Looks 


his plans tomorrow (Thurs.) In light 
of the recent huddles between Wil- 
son and chancellor of the ex- 
chequer Sir Stafford Cripps, this 
is believed to indicate that the 
government is finalizing plans for 
the state to finance indie produ- 
cers. That factor, in turn, might 
be the first step to full nationaliza- 
tion of the industry. 

Independent committee recently 
set up by the government to in- 
quire into protective measures re- 
quired to insure studio space for 
indie producers held its first ses- 
sion last week. It decided not to 
formally subpoena witnesses to 
give evidence, but will listen to 
volunteers on both sides. 

Committee also set three more 
meetings for August and will do 


some on-the-spot investigating in| 
It will visit Sir Alex- | 


the interim. 
ander Korda’s Shepperton studios 
July 30 and Metro’s plant at Els- 
tree Aug.6. 

Group was set up as result of 
fears last winter that there would 
be a shortage of studio space and 
indies would be squeezed out. Com- 
mittee is to determine into desir- 
ability of government demanding 
that space on major lots be re- 
served or of the government actu- 


(Continued on page 55) 


PRO GRID OWNERS 
STILL WARY ON TV 


Chicago, July 20. 

Owners of pro football teams 
here are warily scouting all angles 
of television before making any 
commitments for the coming sea- 
son. George Halas, prez of the Chi- 
eago Bears, and Ray Bennigsen, the 
Cardinal chief, will huddle Wed- 
nesday (21) to decide whether or 
not to grant tele rights, and the 
terms for such rights. 

Owners of the Chi Rockets mean- 





while have worked out a series of | 


proposals as a basis for bargaining 
on tele rights. Among the separate 
proposals are: (1) the station to pay 
a flat guarantee per game, whether 
sustaining or sponsored; (2) the 
club to pocket all sponsor revenue 
over and above the actual produc- 
tion costs; (3) a fee for each set 
in use as of Aug. 15. 

Under terms of a further pro- 


(Continued on page 53). 








Coldstream Band Themes 
Sir Charles Cochran 


London, July 20. 


Charles B. Cochran, dean of 
British legit producers, went 
through knighthood formalities. 


today (20) at Buckingham Palace. 
During the ceremony the Cold- 
stream Guards band played the 


score from Cochran’s current hit 
musical show, “Bless The Bride,” 
now in its second season here. 





Set at $650,000 
For Auto Sponsor 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Deal fer sponsorship of Walter 
Winchell in the Sunday night at 9 
segment on ABC by an auto com- 
pany was reported all set tonight, 
with likelihood of a contract sig- 
naturing within 24 hours. 

Identity of auto maker is being 
kept under wraps pending finaliz- 
ing of pact Old Gold was in there 
pitching hard, but understood ABC 
execs favor the Detroit outfit. 

Terms provide for a one-year 
firm contract at $650,000 a year, 
effective Jan. 1, ’48, when WW’s 
longtime association with Jergens 
ends. Stipulation is that if client 
picks up the tab for a second 52- 
week semester, Winchell will be 
given a $1,000 a week increase. 
He'll have an eight-week layoff, 
with the sponsor paying for the 
summer replacement, and contract 
also provides for his usual winter- 
time Florida origination. 





Gravy Train Derailed 
For Mountain Resorts 


Wartime over-expansion has 
caught up with the eastern moun- 
tain resorts. Many spots that built 
extra wings to accommodate the 
nouveau-riche of the palmy days 


are finding that such space isn’t 


paying off now and they’re saddled 
with an increased overhead that’s 
becoming more difficult to meet. 
The mountain resorts are now 
finding that they're assuming 
status of weekend spots only. The 
various inns are about half-full 
during weekdays, and patronage 
on those days isn’t spending much. 
Some feel tariffs are too steep 
for current incomes. 
double those of the ante-bellum 
days and not too many can shell 
(Continued on page 48) 


RILED AT SLOW 





Major recording companies are 
not too far from _by-passing 
James C. Petrillo’s American Fed- 
eration of Musicians to the ex- 
tent where they would begin mak- 
ings recordings with topflight mu- 
sieians. Since Petrillo and his ex- 
ecutive board last week rejected 
the plan advanced by members of 
the recording industry, top execu- 
tives of the major companies are 
riled to the point where, if a settle- 
iment isn’t forthcoming soon, they 
| would proceed as though the AFM 
| didn’t exist. 

As a matter of fact, soon after 
Petrillo ‘rejected the  profferred 
plan, an exeeutive of at least one 
of the major companies urged that 
all of the manufacturers go ahead 
with recording, using musicians, at 
once. It was his idea that if all 
topflight diskers agreed to act in 
concert, then Petrillo and the AFM 
could not possibly single out any 
for retaliation in the event a truce 
is eventually declared. This idea 
was rejected when the companies 
which have affiliations in other 
fields, such as Columbia, RCA- 
\Victor and M-G-M, pointed out 
they’d have too much to lose. How- 
ever, even the latter companies, 
according to the past week's con- 
versation, are gradually coming 
around to at least seriously con- 
sidering the proposition. 

That the companies will have no 
trouble at ail *#ecuring musicians is 
a foregone conclusion. Major toot- 
ers in New York have within the 
past week or more been inter- 
viewed by disk executives on their 
attitude toward the AFM. These 


(Continued on page 53) 


New Gangster Pix 
Cycle Cues Crime 
Pays—at the B.0. 


Violence, always a_ profitable 
screen commodity, is paying off 
again at the nation’s b.o. Theatfes 
are in the midst of one of those 
ever-recurrent cycles of gangster 
and prison pix and, as has hap- 
pened so frequently before, the 
ra-ta-ta-ta of the tommy-gun and 
the dull thud of a billy on a con’s 
skull are the accompaniment to a 
merry jingle in the boxoffice till. 


Prevalence of the tough-guy 
mellers is a bit unusual at this 
time, however, since it was only 
last December that the board of 
directors of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America assembled in 
New Yegrk and decided that the 
studios ought to lay low on the 
rough stuff. They promulgated a 
| set of rules limiting picture titles 
specifically and pictures generally 
| that might be construed as glorify- 
jing gangsters. 

Seven months later finds Broad- 











mugg pix simultaneously—and all! 


oon comparatively good business. 


(Continued on page 55) _ . 
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WGN Giveaway Gets 
~ Into Chi Cops’ Hair 


Chicago, July 20. 

Current phone quiz on WGN’s 
“Let’s Have Fun” is a matter of 
some concern to Chicago park 
police. Listener who guesses 
the location of a buried treasure 
chest will receive $5,060 of mer- 
chandise certificates inside the 
chest. Recent clues to its location 
were “the green grass grows all 
around” and “horses, horses, 
| horses.” 
So far Grant Park police have 


ly digging pot-holes and warned 
off a dozen other suspicious char- 
acters lugging spades and shovels. 


Webs’ Radio-TV 
$1,800,000 Tab 
On Dems, Repubs 


The major radio and television 
networks report they spent a little 
more covering the Democratic con- 
vention than they did to report the 
GOP powwow, even though con- 
siderably less air time was given 
the shorter Demo confab. 

Overall costs, including commer- 
cial cancellations, for both AM and 
TV, came to $919,929 on the Re- 
publican session, $921,000 on the 
Democrats, making an overall out- 
lay of $1,840,929. NBC’s tab alone 
accounted for half of the total 
sum, while CBS’ amounted to 
$463,150; ABC’ $222,000; Mutual’s 
about $200,000 and DuMont’s 
$5,000. 

The webs gave the GOP a total 
of 120 hours 34 minutes of AM 
coverage and 166 hours 38 minutes 
of TV time. The Demos got 96 
hours 54 minutes of radio time 
and 105 hours 11 minutes on TV. 

The cost to the networks, how- 
ever, is only a portion of the total 
radio-teie cost of airing the two 
conclaves, for che loss in revenue 


(Continued on page 48) 


Goelets Into Indie 


Film Production 
Hollywood, July 20. 
New indie producing outfit, 
,named Voyages, Inc., and bank- 
rolled by Robert Goelet, Sr., mem- 
ber of one of the 10 wealthiest 
families in the country, was set 
‘up here this week. 
Robert Goelet, Jr., is listed as 
treasurer. Other officers include 
|David Pelham, prexy; Robert Co- 











Rates are | way currently with three of the |wan, production veepee; George 


i 


Bodle, secretary and general coun- 
sel. Outfit is to be an American 





> 


~ 


caught three treasure hunters busi- 


¥ 








affiliate of Voyagers International, | 


Looks Like Bing’s Year—Again—With 
‘Emperor and ‘Rio 2 of 3 Best Grossers 


With the 1948 halfway mark just 
passed, Paramount’s. “Emperor 
Waltz” looks fairly certain to be 
the high-grosser of the year, Based 
on the approximately 400 dates so 
far played, which provide a fairly 
accurate national cross-section, the 
Bing Crosby Technicolor epic will 
garner total rentals. of about 
$5,800,000 in the U. S. and Canada. 

Fairly certain for runnerup 
position will be Metro’s “Easter 
Parade.” It hasn’t actually played 
sufficient dates yet to make a hard- 
and-fast estimate of its eventual 
gross, but from what’s in, it looks 
possible for $5,500,000. In any 
case, it appears certain to top the 
$5,000,000 marker. 

There are few films looming as 
potentials to knock “Emperor” and 
“Parade” down a peg. One with 
the cast and general bigness to do 
it is RKO’s “Joan of Arc,” starring 
Ingrid Bergman. However, it won't 
go into 1elease until about Novem- 
ber and probably will be played 
off so slowly on a roadshow basis, 
that, if it clicks, it will be a 1949 
contender, rather than this year’s. 

Other Over $4,000,000 Grossers 

Just below the top three are 
“Road to Rio” (Par), which looks 
good for about $4,800,000, “Home- 
coming” (M-G), $4,500,000, and 
“Cass Timberlane” (Par), $4,300,- 
000. Warner Bros.’ “Key Largo,” 
which hasn't played sufficient 
dates to give a good gross indica- 
tion, is expected by competing dis- 
tribs—on the basis of cast and 
size—to reach $4,000,000. United 
Artists’ “Red River,” which . has 
some 256 preem engagements set 
in Texas but.has actually played 
no dates yet, is also figured by dis- 
tribs as a possibility for the rarified 
atmosphere of $4,000,000 or better. 

indisputably, as far as stars go, 
1948 will again be a Crosby year. 
The Groaner carried off top honors 
in 1946 with only Miss Bergman 
giving him a struggle. Last year 

(Continued on page 53) 


SARATOGA GREEN LIGHT 
LOOKS DUBIOUS THIS YR. 


Saratoga nitery operators aren’t 
too sure that they'll get the green 
light this year in time for the 
August racing season. They feel 
that New York’s Governor Thomas 
E. Dewey will not risk giving the 
Democrats a talking point by per- 
mitting gambling within 20 miles 
of the State capitol. 

As a result, Arrowhead Inn is 
Slated to remain closed for the first 
time in many years. The syndicate 
operating Arrowhead is the same 
as at Colonial Inn, Hallendale, Fla. 
The back room at the latter spot 
took a terrific lacing last season 
and closed when vacationers in 
Miami Beach were at their peak. 

Delmonico’s will be operating on 
a minimum budget with the Payson 
Re band and the “We Found Us 
An Angel” unit, made up of mem- 
bers of the cast of the floundering 

(Continued on page 55)... 
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Pix to Please Critics’ and Lack 


Of Youth in Prod. Scored by Small 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Hollywood is now suffering the 
effects of making too many films 
with its eye on the New York critics 
rather than the boxoffice, producer 
Edward Small declared in New 
York this week. 

“Making pictures for critics is 
certain death for any producer,” he 
asserted. 
the reviewers will say that has led 
to the present crop of ‘unconven- 
tional’ pictures—‘unconventional'’ 
and, as a result, not doing any 

_ business. 

“Next to trying to please New 
York reviewers,” Small added, 
“the mistake that has cost Holly- 
wood most money is producers 
making pictures to please studio 
executives’ wives. These ladies 
generally have lots of influence 
and little knowledge. What they 
like best is a picture written by a 
literateur who’s a good name to 
invite to their dinner parties—and 
the devil with the boxoffice. 


“The boxoffice ideal, in my opin- 


fon, is a conventional story—a good 
one—treated in an unconvention- 
al way. The critics might not like 
these ‘same old stories,’ but the 
public does when there’s a fresh 
treatment. 

“In the same way, the reviewers 
will murder any film in which the 
writers and directors haven't used 
complete restraint every foot of 
the way. Yet the great mass of 
filmgoers obviously like to see 
points hammered across lustily.” 

Small, whose “Fuller Brush 
Man,” distributed by Columbia, 
and “T-Men,” released by Eagle 
Lion, are currently doing smash 
biz, has made some 10 pix in the 


past 18 months, on which he stan¢d< | 


to personally profit to the tune «* 
more than $2,000,000. So he un- 
doubtedly speaks with authority. 
Small carries no vendetia for 
critics, nor does he ignore them. 
He just doesn’t let their words 
worry him. Their effectiveness at 
the b.o., he said, is going up with 
(Continued on page 8) 


Jack Benny, Phil Harris 
Boffo in London Va 


London, July 20. 

Jack Benny, making his first 
London theatre appearance since 
1931, opened at the Palladium, last 
night ‘Mon.) to one of the heaviest 
ovations ever given an American 
act here. Benny was cheered for 
10 minutes by the capacity crowd 
of 3,000. Heavy advance sale for 
Benny’s engagement indicates that 
the comedian and his troupe will 
play sellout. on his entire three- 
week engagement. 

Phil Harris, whose records are on 
Britain’s top-selling list, got one of 
the top hands of the day for his 
fast line of gab and song. Mary 
Livingstone (Mrs. Benny) and Ma- 
rilyn Maxwell were similarly well 
received by the audience. Show 
ran along the lines of Benny’s 
radio format. 


Riviera Loaded With 

Pic and Show Biz Names 

Cannes, July 15. 

With the recent arrivals of the 
Jack Warners and Clark Gable, 
coupled to Rita Hayworth, Lily 
Pons, Andre Kostelanetz and Elsa 
Maxwell who already were here, 
this Riviera resort has become a 
Hollywood road company. Town is 








virtual capacity, for in addition to 
“smart set,” | 


the usual French 
Americans are very much in evi- 
dence. 

Visiting names have been mak- 
ing the rounds of the better cafes 
and nite spots, notably last week’s 
epering of Michel Emer’s new 
band at the Palm Beach Casino. 
Crew, incidentally, is a 10-piece 


group plus gal vocalist which plays | 


on an open terrace alternating with 
a local rhumba band. 


MARIA PALMER’S WB PIC 

Maria Palmer, who came east 
Jast May for a featured part in the 
short-lived Broadway play, ‘The 
Vigil,” planed out Friday (16) to 
the Coast on a one-picture contract 
with Warners. She’s due back in 
a for a prospective legit 

y. 

Actress came to the U. S. about 
10 years ago from Vienna and was 
in several Broadway shews before 

_geing to Hollywood. 





“It’s that worrying what | 
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| Par-Metro’s Standoff On 





Two $50,000 Story. Buys 


Metro story department marked 
as evened up last week its friendly 
feud with Paramount as result of 
the latter’s purchase of the Martha 
Albrand novel, “After Midnight,” 
last fall. Par scored a scoop on 
that, buying.it before other com- 
panies had a chance to see it, and 
Metro retaliated last week by do- 
ing the same thing with “Intruder 
in the Dust,”-new William Faulk- 
/ner novel. 
| Curiously, both books are pub- 
'lished by Random House, whose 
| topper, Bennett Cerf, handled the 
|sales. Both went for the same 
| price, $50,000. ‘‘Intruder” is to be 
| published in September. It is the 
| story of passions of the people of 
/a small Southern town inyolved in 
_a crime of violence. 
| With the Hollywood economy 
| wave and pressures having kept 
the studios from buying books, 
| “Intruder” is the first important 
purchase in some months. 
| 


Congress Mad-On 


| 


Can Upset C 
On Amusement 


Washington, July 20. 

If Congress is as mad as it seems 
over the coming special session, it 
can kick over the appleeart on 
several things affecting show biz. 
| For exampie, Congress may try to 
| hit back at President Truman by 
| passing more tax cuts, thereby 
| putting the President on the spot 
|'where he would have to okay the 
| legislation or veto the bills and 
suffer a political setback thereby. 

One veteran Capitol Hill ob- 








317th Week! ia 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing Nationally 


“BILL AND COO” 


Special Academy Award Winner 











From Now on Hughes Is 
On Velvet With ‘Outlaw’ 
Despite Church Nixing 


Howard Hughes’ lusty hoss opry, 
“The Outlaw,” is proving as much 
a b.o. phenomenon abroad as it is 
in the U.S. It opened in two houses 
‘in Paris and one in Brussels last 
| week and outdrew such b.o. stal- 
‘warts as Goldwyn’s “Best Years of 
|Our Lives.” 
| Strong biz abroad, in addition to 
‘the heavy coin the film grossed in 
|the limited number of U.S. play- 
‘dates it has been able to garner, 
|assure Hughes a hefty profit. He’s 
| believed to be just about even at 
| this point. Fairish domestic re- 
ceipts are coming in now—after 
2%2 years of release—but they 
could be expected really to spurt 
if the producer could square off his 
condemnation by the Catholie 
| Legion of Decency and get the pic- 
ture into the thousands of houses 
that now refuse to play it. 

Pic has in the domestic till now 
$2,975,000, garnered from 6,050 
| playdates. There are another 700 
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Jack Pulaski, Dean of ‘Variety 
Staffers, Dies in N. Y. at Age of 65 





KRS’ Slant en Bewins-Out 


London, July 20. 

British distributors’ organization, 
the Kinematograph Renters So- 
ciety, has refused to join with the 
other two branches of the industry, 
| the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
| Assn. and the British Film Pro- 
ducers Assn., in a luncheon 
|honor 20th-Fox production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck here Aug. 12. 
Latter is now on an extended vaca- 
tion-talent search in Europe. 

KRS takes the view that while 
its stand is not meant to be any 





single out one individual for honors 
when other U. S. film executives, 
such as 20th prez Spyros P. 
Skouras and Universal prexy Nate 
Blumberg, were not feted by the 
trade during their visits here. In- 
dividual KRS members will be en- 
| titled to support the luncheon, but 
|} the society as a body is taking no 
part in it. 


Hub Press Scores 
Mass. Censors For 
Cuts on Hamlet’ 


Boston, July 20. 


Move of the Massachusetts state 
board of censors in ordering cuts 
made in J. Arthur Rank’s forth- 
coming production of ‘Hamlet’ 
was greeted here over the week- 
end with scorching editorials and 
| straight news stories, blasting the 
| step as something that would heap 
'ridicule on their state and city in 
| both the U. S. and England. 
| Most irate was the Boston Her- 








| 





server figures that another direct |unplayed contracts on the books, | ald, which declared-in an editorial 


|slash in income taxes might go 
| through a short special session of 
| Congress. This would particularly 
laffect the large earners of Holly- 
wood and Broadway. Also under 
/consideration has been a reduction 
of the wartime excises, including 
‘the 20% admissions tax and the 
20° on nightclub checks. A nitéry 
_tax slash would be particularly 
| helpful at this time, since the late 
| (Continued on page 22) 
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NO BRITISH ACTION 
OVER ‘TRON CURTAIN’ 


London, July 20. 

There's to be no official British 
‘censorship of 20th-Fox’s “Iron 
| Curtain,” story of the atom bomb 
|spy scare in Canada last year 
| which stirred considerable agita- 
tion among radical leftwingers 
during its run in the U. S. 

Film came up for questioning in 
the House of Commons today 
(Tuesday), with the government 
turning down the suggestion that 
the state distribute “Curtain” to 
obtain the widest possible showing 
for it. Heavy laughter greeted a 
suggestion~- that the Government 
issue free passes to ministers and 
rank-and-file Parliament members 
|who are Communists or “fellow- 
| travelers.” 

Replying to one comment that 
the film contains only “synthetic 
hooey,” home secretary Chuter Ede 
declared that he hadn’t seen “Cur- 
tain” and didn't intend to see it. 

Undersecretary of Foreign Af- 
fairs C. P. Mayhew stated in the 
House of Commons last Wednes- 
| day (14) that the foreign office had 
been invited by the board of cen- 
‘sors to preview “Curtain” to be 
,on the iookout for any diplomatic 
angles. Foreign office understood, 
however, that the film followed 
,closely the report of the Royal 
Commission which investigated the 
spy case and so turned down the 
invitation as unnecessary. 

Mayhew peinted out that the 
Soviet Ambassador to London, who 
was ambassador to Canada at the 
time of the trials, had not raised 
any official objection. He refused 
to comment on a suggestion by one 
member of Parliament that “Cur- 
tain” erred on the side of under- 
statement. 

















| which would provide an additional. 
$225,000. 


mate of what the film will eventu- 
ally gross domestically, since it 
hinges on the settlement of the 
L. of D. feud. It has been rumored 
that Hughes has made overtures for 
peace, but neither side would con- 
firm such a move last week. 


Film, under ordinary circum- 
stances, could be expected to play 
around 13,000 contracts, which 
might give it $5,500,000 or more. 
As it is, it has been repeating two, 
three and four times at the same 
houses, with the result that 20% 
'of the present income is repre- 
‘sented by repeats. If that con- 
tinued true in 13,000 theatres, the 
i gross could be expected to go well 
above the $5.500,000. 


“Outlaw” did tremendous biz in 
England, totalling about $900,000. 
That gave Hughes a net, after dis- 
tribution and advertising fees, of 
‘about $630,000. He got all the coin 
out in dollars, since release pre- 
ceded the 75% tax and the current 
freeze. 


Tito’s Stalin Deflection 
May Be Break for U.S. Pix 


Marshall Tito’s recent split with 
Moscow may be a break for Amer- 
ican films. Yugoslavia and Russia 
are the only two Iron Curtain coun- 
tries not now playing Hollywood 
product. It is hoped that the new 
coolness between the two nations 
may be accompanied by a more 
friendly attitude in Belgrade to 
U. S. pix. 

With that possibility apparently 
in mind, Irving Maas, v.p., and 
general manager of the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn., is reportedly 
making efforts to gain admission 
to Yugoslavia. Maas has been at- 
tempting to obtain a Yugo visa 
ever since he left the U. S. about 
six weeks ago on his current 
European visit. 

MPEA topper is currently in 
Prague on negotiations with the 
Czech film monopoly. MPEA pact 
with the Czechs expired last No- 
vember and Maas has been work- 
ing on a renewal. It is expected 
that he will go from Prague to 
Warsaw at the end of this week. 











fe — ee 


| Friday (16) that “if it is possible 
for an entire community to blush 


It is impossible to make an esti- | with embarrassment, there should Cuthbert. Ga., 


be some fiery red faces around Bos- 
;ton during the next few weeks.” 
Pointing out that the censors’ ac- 
tion would make for “hoots of 
ridicule und entirely just accusa- 
tions of provincialism’” in other 
cities, the editorial declared: “‘Are 
we so supine and lazy that we can 
lightly accept such a misuse of 
authority that makes us the laugh- 
ing stock of civilized communities? 
If this goes on, we'll be seeing 
plaster petticoats on the Venus de 
Milo.” 

It had originally been reported 


(Continued on page 20) 





PRR’s Smart Press Job 


Hit of Two Conventions 
Philadelphia, July 20. 


nice bit of flackery on to the Re- 
publican Convention and Universal 
rode the coattails of the Demo- 
cratic sessions for some picture 
plugging, but when it comes to the 
smartest public relaticns and pro- 
motional stunt of the convention 
season—the palm goes to the 
sedate Pennsylvania Railroad. 

Old Pennsy operated a “lounge” 
for newsmen at G. O. P. and Dem 
sessions featuring cooled air, tele- 
vision sets, free beer, soft drinks, 
cheese, crackers, peanuts, potato 
chips, ete. It was the hit of the two 
conclaves. And the railroad plans 
\to do it again for the Henry Wal- 
lace 3d Party Convention. 

Best estimate here is that for 
the three conventions, the Pennsy 
tab will come to better than 
$40,000. However, it is regarded as 
smart spending by the newsmen 
who took advantage of the setup in 
the ballroom on the second floor 
of Philly’s Convention Hall. The 
public relations stunt made friends 
for the railroad among a couple of 
thousand newspaper, radio, news- 
reel, television and magazine peo- 
ple who used its facilities. It has 
been the coolest and friendliest 
spot of the conventions. It earned 
plugs for the Pennsy over the net- 
works and in the press. And the 
price has been no more, for in- 
stanee, than a couple of pages of 
advertising in the Saturday Even- 
ing Post. 





to | 


reflection on Zanuck, it’s unfair to | 


Enterprise Pictures hitch-hiked a |. 


+ This is the 43d publication year 
of VarieTYy, and for 38 of those 43 
years Jack Pulaski (‘(Ibee) had 
been a VARIETY staffer. On Friday, 


at 12:30 a.m., in Jewish Memorial 
From Luncheon to Zanuck #2; N. Y., where he had been 


irushed two days earlier, “30° was 
written to the.career of the dean 
of VARIETY muggs. He was 65. In 
years of service and experience 
in coyering the Broadway beat, 
Ibee had been one of the most 
seasoned and expert theatrical re- 
porters. 

Apparentiy walking around with 
(a slight stroke for a couple of 
jweeks, recent dizzy spells which 
jhad bothered Ibee were climaxed 
|ltwo weeks ago Wednesday (8) at 
ithe Monmouth Race track, in 
| Jersey, when he was saved from a 
ifall by a friend. The following 
jevening, at his Manhattan home, 
200 West 58th street, he fell in the 
bathroom and was bedded. The 
emergency operation for cerebral 
hemmorhage, performed last Tues- 





ily weathering the surgery. He 
| lapsed into a coma Wednesday and 
|remained in that condition till his 
' death. 

| <A turnaway crowd of over 750 
| attended Monday afternoon (19) at 
the Riverside Memorial- Chapel, 
N.Y. Cremation in Ferncliff, 
| Hartsdale, N.Y. followed. The 
| VARIETY staff served as pallbearers. 
| There was a brief religious service 
and Jack’s show biz pals spoke a 
few words just as he would have 
liked it. 

| Brock Pemberton, one of the 
four speakers at the services, 
touched on Jack’s trade knowledge, 
| to accent his reportorial know-how. 
'So did Paul Dullzell, treasurer of 
| Actors Eauity Assn., and Bert Ly- 
| tell, former Equity prez and now 
| Shepherd of The Lambs. The only 
/other speaker was William Degen 
| Weinberger, chairman of the board 
'of the Jewish Theatrical Guild. 
| Names from alli walks of show busi- 
|ness were in attendance. 

His widow, Lillion, three broth- 
‘ers, Albert, Elias and Harold, and 
, two sisters, Mimi Pulaski and Mrs. 
| Alice Glazer, former wife of Bar- 
ney Glazer, film producer-writer, 
survive. 

Born Isma Berringer Pulaski in 
Ibee—the nom-de- 
critique coined from his first two 
| Siven names—looked anything like 
.a Cuthbert or a Dixieite. He was 
the epitome of what the term 
VARIETY mugg suggested, particu- 
larly to outsiders. The nomencla- 
ture mugg, of course, was the af- 
fectionate billing given his staffers 
by the late Sime _ Silverman, 
founder of VARIETY. 

To his colleagues on the paper, 
Jack bespoke more the Philadel- 
phia and Atlantic City background 
in which he was schooled. It was 
‘as Vartety’s A. C. correspondent, 
/covering the legit break-ins at the 
| Shore resort, that Ibee came to 
| Sime’s attention and eventually to 
the homeoffice editorial staff 
where he so long figured as first- 
string legit critic, drama editor 
and general theatrical reporter. 

An Expert on Legit 

Few knew more about legit and 
its behind-the-scenes operations 
than Jack. His expertness was not 
merely in the so-called backstage 
knowledge; his was a hep insight 
on front-office management, opera- 
tion and merchandising which 

(Continued on page 50) 


Hedy Heads for Coast, 
Snubs Airport’s Hoopla 


Hedy Lamarr was aboard the 
first commercial plane to land at 
New York’s new International Air- 
port last week—but she was unwill- 
ing to wait around four hours to 
celebrate the fact. Actress came in 
from Paris on an Air France plane 
which arrived four hours ahead of 
schedule. 

Flacks had reporters and news- 
reelers all set to be on hand at the 
time scheduled for Miss Lamarr’s 
arrival. But they didn’t count on 
the pilot's burst of speed. P.a.'s 
prevailed upon the actsess to hang 
around and .repeat her departure 
from the plane and to stay for the 
ceremonies planned, but she 
begged off. 

She had been in Paris for five 
weeks for the United Nations Ap- 
peal for Children. She planed out 
yesterday (Tuesday) for the Coast 
to start work in Cecil B. DeMille’s 
\“Samson and Delilah.” 











day night (14), saw him temporar-’ 


= 





i 


Pe en 





Be ge i 
q 2 


* 





OF eee ic ee ak 











Wednesday, July 21, 1948 








~ EXTREMES IN HOLLYWOOD PRO 





Here's Where We Came In 


Film exhibitors can look for distribs to place new demands on 
them for higher rentals*and longer playing time on ail features 
while both the domestic and foreign markets are at their present 


low level. 


That’s the opinion culled from a survey of major com- 


pany sales chiefs in the light of the new studio economy measures 


revealed last week on the Coast. 


According to one sales manager, 


“we're going to try for more of 


the theatres’-money from now on than we ever received in the 


past.” 


He conceded it would be a tough job, admitting readily 


that exhibitors’ operating costs have gone up along with those of 
production and distribution. With the domestic market in a slump, 
the, British situation more snafued than ever and continued re- 
strictions on the remittance of earnings from other foreign coun- 
tries, however, exhibitors will have to be made to realize that their 
cooperation is needed more now than ever to keep the industry on 


an even keel. 
Another sales manager noted 


earned by most of the majors during the last quarter. 
deciared, that exhibitors have als 


still probable that their drop in 
tively so great. 


the terrific drop in net profits 
Granted, he 
© been making less money, it’s 
earnings haven’t been compara- 


Hence, he said, it’s up to exhibitors now to share 


more of the industry slump. He pointed to the studio economy 
waves and suggested that exhibitors should attempt to cut their 


operating costs proportionately. 











Traditional Summer Slump Reminds 
Of Prewar But Biz Still Much Higher 





Traditional summer b.o. slump 


was not a casualty of the war. It’s 
here again in full swing. 

With habits of living definitely 
changed during the war years, the 
annual warm weather recession in 
film business had become so slight 
it was hardly noticeable. Many ex- 
hibs, as a result, got wistfully to 
thinking that the summer drop 
was permanently a thing of the 
past. Current season has proved 
them wrong. 

On the other hand, the dog days 
business in no wise represents the 
slump it once did. In large meas- 
ure responsible for that, of course, 
is air conditioning, which has 
made the theatre—instead of a first 
cousin to a steam bath—a desir- 
able respite from high tempera- 
tures and soaring humidity. Cool- 
ing systems have definitely ended 
the days when a large number of 
houses closed down completely 
come hot weather. 

Traditional drop in summer biz, 
which was scarcely noticeable from 
1941 to 1946, started to be felt last 
year. Grosses fell off about 10% 
from the preceding year, which 
wasn’ at all bad, in light of the 
fact that 1946 was the best 12 
months in all theatre history. This 
season, receipts have taken another 
tumble of 10% to 12%. Which 

s that the total drop is noth- 
ing Ah hat can be laughed off. 

It still must be remembered, 
however, that the level of grosses 

(Continued on page 22) 


Schary May Hop From 
U. of Colo. Address To 
Meet Rodgers in Chi 


Dore Schary, inked last week as 
No. 2 man to production chief 
Louis B. Mayer on the Metro lot, 
may get together with Metro sales 
veepee William F. Rodgers in Chi- 
cago over the weekend for huddles 
on production-distribution policies 
of the company. 

Rodgers originally had planned 
a trip to the Coast after Aug. 9, 
when Schary ‘is scheduled to as- 
sume his new duties at the Metro 
studios after a two-weeks’ vacation. 
Latter is scheduled to speak at the 
Colorado Writers Congress at the 
Univ. of Colorado July 30, during 
his vacation, and so may come as 
far east es Chi for a get-together 
with Rodgers. 

Sales exec usually likes to see as 
many new pictures as possible on 
his visits to the studio and, since 
only a few have been completed 





since his last trip several months: 


(Continued on page 22) 


GEO. BROWN’S N.Y. HOP 


Hollywood, July 20. 

George Brown, Paramount’s stu- 
dio ad-publicity chief, leaves here 
July 30 for New York, where he'll 
huddle for a week with the home- 
office staff om campaigns for 
forthcoming releases. 

Trip will be Brown’s first to 
N. Y. in a year. 











Henigson Joins Selznick 


Hollywood, July 20. 

David O. Selznick and Wanguard 
Films prexy Daniel T. O’Shea have 
announced the appointment of 
Henry Henigson to an executive 
capacity in Vanguard. Actual title 
has not yet been determined. 

Appointment is believed to indi- 
cate an expansion of Vanguard 
operations. Henigson has just 
completed an association repre- 
senting RKO in the production of 


“Joan.” Before that, he was en- 
gaged in indie production with 
Howard Hughes and _ Preston 
Sturges. 





Public Must Like 
British Pictures, 
Wilson Tells CEA 


London, July 20. 

British Board of Trade prexy 
Harold Wilson yesterday (Monday) 
cracked the whip on the new 45% 
quota act, emphasizing to a special 
deputation of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. that they had no 
alternative except to comply with 
the regulation when it takes effect 
Oct. 1. 

CEA group received little sym- 
pathy during the hour-and-a-half 
discussion. Wilson promised them 
he would consider all difficulties of 
exhibitors in meeting the quota 
requirements, but stressed it would 
be impossible to permit a high 


percentage of American product- 


even in those areas where British 
films are unpopular. He told the 
exhibitors that the public must like 
British pictures. 

Dennis Walls, CEA prexy and 
spokesman for the group, told Wil- 
son the quota is too high. He sug- 
gested that a 15% figure would be 
more economic. Walls declared 
that American product displaced 
from circuits operated by J. Arthur 
Rank is giving Rank serious com- 

(Continued on page 6) 


Memphis Bans ’Em, 
West Memphis OK’s "Em 


Memphis, July 20. 
Binford bans 
Memphis, Ark., usually plays ’em! 
Natives are now crossing the 
Mississippi to see David O. Selz- 
nick's “Duel in the Sun,” on which 
Lloyd T. Binford, Memphis censor 
board chairman, put his “Binford- 
ized Heavo” here last year. The 
pic, starring Jennifer Jones, Greg- 
ory Peck and Joseph Cotten, at the 
Crittenden theatre, West Memphis, 
located some 10 miles from down- 
town Memphis. It is showing to 
regular prices and the local mana- 
ger across the river reports heavy 
biz. 








fem and West) 


AT PEAK OR AT 
A TANDOTILL 


{ 
i Hollywood, July 20. 

Number of pictures in produc- 
tion at each of the major film stu- 
dios this week is probably more 
varied than it’s ever been before 
in the industry’s history, with pro- 
duction practically at a standstill 
in some and at record peaks in 
others. 

Situation is not believed to rep- 
resent any special trends in the in- 
dustry or té be indicative of much 
more than a series of incidents 
that have hit various studios in the 
last several weeks. Such factors 
as the personnel shakeup at RKO 
and the joining of Metro by Dore 
Schary have affected production at 
those studios, while the number of 
backlog films in others have caused 
either a stepup or shuttering of 
production. And, of course, there’s 
the new economy wave, which is 
reportedly behind the decision of 
Universal - International to close 
down for six to eight weeks after 
Aug. 1. 

At opposite extremes, for ex- 
ample, are Paramount and War- 
ners. Par has probably the big- 
gest backlog of completed films of 
any of the majors. Ten films sched- 
uled for release between Aug. 1 
and Dec. 31 are already completed 
and in the can. As a result, the 
company currently has only one 

(Continued on page 16) 





In London for Dramatic 


Aid to Ailing British Lad 


London, July 20. 

John G. McCarthy, associate 
chief of the international division 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, and his wife, Lily, were 
disclosed last week, following their 
return to New York, as possibly 
having saved the life of a nine-year 
old British boy. Even Lord Beaver- 
brook’s Daily Express, which has 
been almost savage in its attacks 
on American film producers, car- 
ried a story reflecting credit on the 
industry. 

McCarthy was here to negotiate 
interpretations of the new Anglo- 
U. S. films agreement. His wife 
was in the U. S., but planning to 
join him here. She works for the 
English-Speaking Union, handling 
requests for aid from Britons. She 

(Continued on page 20) 








John McCarthys Page-Oned 


Test Case on Theatre Seat Tax 
Results in Historic Decision; 


ASCAP’s Collections Monopolistic’ 





Cause and Effect 
Hollywood, June 20. 


Wholesale firing at RKO re- 
sulted in swift action at a top 
Sunset Strip  bristro where 
film names had been eating 
and drinking on the cuff. 

Numerous thesps were 
showered with bills from a 
collection agency with orders 
to kick in, or else. In some 
cases bank accounts were tied 
up, and a studio exec discov- 
ered on attachment on his car. 











Goldwyn Set To 


Manage Sales Of 
Wanger’s ‘Joan 


Deal is currently in the making 
by which Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 
tions will supervise sales of Sierra 
Pictures’ “Joan of Arc.” This un- 
usual setup will permit roadshow- 
ing of the Ingrid Bergman-starrer 
by RKO, the distribs, in exactly 
the same format that is providing 
sum $11,000,000 in domestic gross 
for Goldwyn’s own “Best Years of 
Our Lives.” 

James A. Mulvey, Goldwyn Pro- 
ductions prexy, is currently on the 
Coast huddling on the deal with 
Walter Wanger, who is partnered 
with Miss Bergman and director 
Victor Fleming in the indie unit 
which made the film. Deal is un- 
derstood to be all but in the bag, 
with the Goldwyn organization re- 
portedly getting 3% of the gross, 
up to a celing figure, for its su- 
pervisory activity. 

Under the Supreme Court deci- 
sion on the industry anti-trust case, 
fixing by a distrib of the admis- 
sion to be charged by a theatre is 
outlawed. Thus, RKO cannot on its 
own roadshow “Joan,” since this 
form of exhibition entails price- 
fixing. 

Goldwyn, however, as an indie 
is not a defendant in the anti-trust 

(Continued on page 8) 








Despite continuance of swelter- 
ing weather in many parts of the 
country, the two big boxoffice 
leaders this stanza are accounting 
for nearly $700,000 total gross. 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) continues 
to pace the field although on hold- 
over in most spots currently. It 
is being closely pressed by “Easter 
Parade” (M-G) for second coin, the 
latter being helped by a flock of 
additional playdates this week. 

In third place is “Street With No 
Name” (20th) although back a bit 
from the two champs. Also 


showing uniformly as “Waltz” and 
“Parade.” “Romance on High 
Seas” (WB) is landing fourth-place 
money, on improved showing over 
recent weeks. 

“Return of Bad Man” a 
just getting started this round, 
| strong enough to capture fifth 
| position in b.o. derby. “Fort 
| Apache” (RKO), which continues 
to make good showings, is in sixth 
slot, having played out most of its 
dates. 

Best 





runner-up pictures this 
session are ““Paradine Case” (SRO), 
“On An Isiand With You” (M-G) 
and “On Our Merry Way” (UA), 
finishing in that order. “Paradine”’ 
is just getting started out on its 
regular dates. 

Top newcomer, but only in two 
cities, is “Key Largo” (WB). It 





“Street” is not making such smash | 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Big Pix Overcome Heat—‘Waltz,’ ‘Parade,’ ‘Street,’ 
Seas,’ ‘Bad Men,’ ‘Apache’ Lead Field 


shapes smash both in L. A. and 
N. Y., with new house high almost 
certain in latter city where strong 
stageshow is helping. “Tap Roots” 
(U), which is being preemed in 
several eastern cities this week, 
bespeaks great promise, based on 
terrific take at Philly smallseater. 

“Canon City” (EL) continues to 
live up to its initial promise on 
holdover this week. “Deep Waters” 
(20th), on the other hand, is mild- 
ish this round. “Man-Eater of 
Kumaon” (U) looks only fair on 
debut in L. A. but is holding fairly 
well in third N. Y. frame. “Fuller 
'Brush Man” (Col) still is doing 
okay, with nice showing in St. 
Louis and sock trade in Minne- 
apolis. 

“I, Jane Doe” (Rep), while 
modest in Indianapolis, is racking 
up solid total in Chicago backed 
by stage show. “Mr. Blandings” 
(SRO) shapes very strong both in 
Boston and Minneapolis. 

“Mickey” (EL), which is doing 
nicely in Chicago, also is coming 
through with a solid week in N. Y. 
“Four Faces West” (UA) looms big 
in Portland, Ore. “Berlin Express” 
(RKO) will come through better 
than in recent weeks with okay 
takings in Portland and fancy tak- 
ings in Philly. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages 12-13) 
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In one of the most far-reaching 
court decisions ever to affect the 
film and music industries, inde- 
pendent exhibitors won the first 
round in their fight against the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers yesterday 
(Tues.) in N. Y. federal court. 
Judge Vincent H. Leibell ruled 
that ASCAP theatre performance 
fees represent a monopoly in re- 
straint of trade. 

In the long-awaited decision on 
the suit brought against ASCAP ih 
1942 by 164 indie theatre operators 
in the metropolitan N.Y. area, 
Judge Leibell ordered ASCAP te 
give up immediately all public per- 
forniance rights on songs licensed 
for motion picture exhibition. He 
granted the plaintiffs a five-point 
injunctive relief order, which 
forces ASCAP to turn over these 
performance rights to its members, 
who must in turn license them for 
films only to film producers. 

As far as exhibitors are con- 
cerned, the decision means basic- 


ally that exhibs eventually may be 


freed of paying any seat taxes toe 
ASCAP. Fact that the court or- 
dered the rights assigned to pro- 
ducers, however, is believed to 
(Continued on page 22) 


See Noah Dietrich As 
One of Several New RKO 
Directors Set by Hughes 


Changes in the membership of 
RKO’s board are looked for at the 
special meeting, likely to be held 
Aug. 31. Corporation is now be- 
ing reported preparing proxy state- 
ments with nominees suggested by 
Howard Hughes. Latter is under- 
stood to be considering what nomi- 
nees he wants for board member- 
ship to be presented at this spe- 
cial confab which will be in lieu 
of the annual RKO meeting us- 
ually held the first Wednesday in 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Milwaukee, 


4 
Towne, 


| 


Sues Majors For 





$1,050,000 Via Jackson Park Attorney 


Chicago, July 20. 
An anti-trust suit asking $1,050,- 


000 tripic damages from major film; 
distributors was filed today ‘Tues.) | 
in Chicago federal district court | 
by attorncy Tom McConnell on be- | 


half of the Towne theatre, Mil- 
waukee. McConnell is the attor- 
ney who handled the Jackson Park 
case for the plaintiffs and also rep- 
resentei other exhibs in anti-trust 
suits filed against the majors 
throughout the country. 


Following closely the pattern 
established by the JP decision and 
other industry anti-trust cases in 
the past, the Chi suit asks that 
ownership by defendants of the 
first run theatres in Milwaukee be 
declared monopolistic and that dis- 
tributors be divested of all stock- 
holdings in Milwaukee theatres. 


Named as defendants were 
Leew’s, Paramount, RKO, 20th, 
Warners, James E. Costen and 
Columbia. 


Towne Theatre Corp: has oper- 
ated the Milwaukee house since 
May, 1946. It contends that it lost 
$350,000 because of alleged mono- 
polistic bookings and clearances 
maintained by the defendants. 
Theatre, a 1,776-seater, has re- 
cently been playing only United 
Artists and foreign-made product. 

Complaint charges that the 
majors conspired to grant exclu- 
sive rights to all 20th, Metre, Par 
and Col films to the Palace, Strand 
and Wisconsin theatres; with the 
WB-owned Alhambra and_ the 
Riverside theatres having exclusive 
rights to WB, RKO and Universal 
product prior to any other first 
run. Theatres involved then set 
up a 28-day clearance as waiting 
time, the suit claims. 


‘Waltz’ Gets 4 Weeks 
In Chi as Exception 
To Jax Park Verdict 


Chicago, July 20. 

Chi federal district court Judge 
Michael Igoe has made the first 
exception to the Jackson Park de- 
cree and granted Paramount the 
right to play “Emperor Waltz” for 
four weeks in the Chicago theatre. 
Both Chicago and Paramount are 
defendants in the decree and sub- 
ject to two-week limit on Loop 
showing. 

Paramount had pleaded huge 
cost, estimated at $3,000,000 of 
“Waltz,” contending that print 
cost could not be returned unless 
“Waltz” could have extended run. 
At the time contempt decree was 
entered Igoe noted that he would 
allow, if defendants could prove 
their case, variations to two-week 
limit on showings. 





Tom McConnell, attorney for the | 
Jackson Park, said if order led to. 


@ther distribs asking for stretch- 
ing twe-week clause, it would 
hinder the decree and he would 
make legal protest. 

Picture opened July 16. 

McConnell is appealing the 
grant of extending running time 
given to Paramount. McConnell 
said he would file an appeal in 
the Federal circuit court asking 
that two-week showing limit of 
film, under the Jackson Park de 
cree, be upheld. Pic, currently 
showing at the Chicago, is doing 
boff business with $70,000 in view 
for first week. 


INDIES, SAG NEAR 
AGREEMENT ON PACT 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Indie producers agreed in prin- 





ciple to-the terms of a new con- ducers, both declared the timing of 


tract. submitted by the Screen! 
Actors Guild. Agreement comes up | 
Thursday (22) for ratification by | 
member companies of the Inde-| 
pendent Motion Picture Producers | 
Assn. 

Provisions dealing with televi- 
sion, reissues, guild shop, freelance 
players and working conditions are 
practically the same as those con- 
tained in the contract between the 
actors and the majors, settled last 
week. Special terms were conceded 
by SAG on feature films budgeted 
at not more than $100,000 and on 
indie westerns costing $50,000 or 
i less. ——eEe 





“™}! due back in New York this week. 


- 
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Bonded Guns Two 


Telepic Series on 35m. 
Hollywood, July 20. | 





Bonded Television will _ start 
shooting on two telepix series this 
week. One film will run 30 min- 
Both will | 


| 
| 
i 
| 
} 
i 
j 


|utes and the other 15. 
| be filmed on 35m. 

Half-hour show, “Eye Witness,” 
is a psychological observation pro- | 
gram with a_ participating audi- | 
jence. Film is skedded to run in- | 
|termittently during the teleshow. | 
Audience will be rewarded for 
their: astuteness in observing. 
Bonded will also film “The Trick 
of the Week,” vidprogram featur- 
ing a magician. 


Chi Decision In 
L. A. Indie's Suit 


Los Angeles, July 20. 

Anti-trust action seeking appli- 
cation of the Jackson Park decision 
to exhibition in Long Beach, plus 
treble damages amounting to 
$561,000 and an injunctive relief 
against alleged restraints of trade 
and monopoly practices, have been 
filed against nine distributors, four 
theatre circuits, and two individ- 
uals by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan C. Han- 
son, owners of the Atlantie theatre 
in Long Beach. Suit was filed in 
local federal court. 


Prepared by Fred A. Weller, for- 
merly in charge of motion picture 
cases in L. A. for the Dept. of Jus- 
tice, the suit levels an attack on 
asserted unlimited first run move- 
overs of the Cabart Corp. and Fox- 
West Coast and charges that the 
defendants conspired to maintain 
an arbitrary and unreasonable 
| clearance schedule in Long Beach. 
Conspiracy, it’s charged, foreed the 
plaintiff’s theatre to play films on 
a long-delayed, subsequent-run 
break, while houses operated by 
F-WC and Cabart enjoy the mo- 
nopoly of all first run exhibitions. 


Another charge is that distribs 
granted circuit houses’ lower film 
rentals than the Atlantic received. 
In this connection, Hanson de- 
clared that “we do not object to 
paying high rentals for good pic- 
tures, but we do object to paying 
higher rentals for pictures on late 
subsequent run than are paid by 
F-WC and Cabart for the same pic- 
tures on earlier runs.” 

Suit alleges that the buying 
power of the St. Louis Amus. Co. 
has been injected into the Long 
Beach situation to obtain preferen- 
tial treatment for Cabart. Large 
St. Louis chain and the Cabart cir- 
cuit are controlled by Milton and 
Harry Arthur, both named as de- 
fendants. Action is based on legal 
principles laid down by the U. S. 
Supreme Court in the anti-trust 
case against the majors and in the 
Jackson Park decision. 

Among the defendants are RKO, 
Warners, Columbia, Universal, 
Paramount, United Artists, Repub- 
lic, Loew’s, 20th-Fox, National 
Theatres, F-WC, Cabart and the 
St. Louis Amus. Co. 


Mulvey, Kramer to Coast 
Called Just Coincidental 














| Samuel Goldwyn Productions, and 
|; Milton Kramer, board chairman 
| of Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
,tion and counsel to 

planed to the Coast, Friday (16). 


Pivar’s New Indie 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Ben Pivar, associated with Ed- 
ward Small for the last year, 
formed his own independent pro- 
duction company. 

While with Small, Pivar pro- 
duced “The Challenge,” “13 Lead 
Soldiers” and “The Creeper” for 
20th-Fox release, and “Indian | 
Scout” for United Artists, 


Ist Clearance 
Change in Years 











Garfield & Co. East For 

N.Y. Lensing on ‘Numbers’ 
John Garfield, star of Enter- 

| prise’s “The Numbers Racket,” and 


| Bob Roberts, film’s producer, ar- 
| rive in New York from the Coast 








| shooting next week. Also due east 
|are Beatrice Pierson, who is fea- 


| over the weekend to start location | 


j ante the remainder. 
\tered with a proposal that the major 


James A. Mulvey, president of | 


Selznick, | 





| Although the pair are prime mov- 
,)ers in the east of the Society . of 
| Independent Motion Picture Pro- | 
their Coast trips was just coin- 
cidental and had no bearing on 
SIMPP. 


Mulvey and Kramer have been 
hunting for a topper for SIMPP, 
to succeed Donald Nelson, who re- 
signed last winter. It hasn't been 
determined yet whether a _ high- 
salaried former Government or in- 
dustrial figure will be chosen or 
an exec secretary to run the af- 
fairs of the organization. With 
Mulvey and Kramer huddling with 
their principals this week, a de- 
cision may be arrived at. 


Both Mulvey and Kramer are 





ltured. and Abe Polonsky, who 
e scripted. 
xyeorge Yohalem, production | 
By Ath in Mpls. /manager, arrived in New York | 
yesterday (Tuesday) to choose the 
locations. All studio work has 


Minneapolis, July 20. 

The first clearance change here 
in years has been made by 20th- 
Fox. Its new schedule offers a 
28-day availability to three inde- 
pendent houses in as many dif- 
ferent zones in question. Varsity, 
Nile and Homewood now have a 
56-day availability. Terms of the 
new availability are to be negoti- 
ated. 

Up to now only uptewn and sub- 
urban houses to have the 28-day 
availability were the Paramount 
circuit's Upton and the indepen- 
dent Riehfield in areas different 
from the aforementioned zones, 
and they will retain same. 

Some other neighborhood avail- 
abilities will be moved up from 
56 to 49 and 42 days. Earlier 


availabilities will call for higher | 


film costs, A. W. Smith, Jr., 20th- 
Fox sales manager indicated when 
here recently. 


Johnston on Coast 
To Further Films’ 
Public Relations 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Motion Picture Assn. of America 
prez Eric Johnston has arrived for 
a week of huddles, beginning with 
the Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil meet last (Monday) night. 

Representatives of the guilds, 
unions and producers will tee off 
the discussions designed to im- 
prove conditions between’ the 
guilds and producers, as well as 
establish a united front for Holly- 
wood. Meeting is expected to be 
of an exploratory nature, with Ed- 
ward Cheyfitz, Johnston's aide, also 
sitting in. 

One of the questions will be the 
problem of a financing council. 
Producers have already agreed to 
pay half if the guilds and unions 
Latter coun- 





and indie producers pay  two- 
thirds. Question of the organiza- 
tion itself and its future operation 
is also on the agenda. MPAA has 
suggested that Cheyfitz lend his 
services for six months, until the 
council is functioning smoothly. 
Suggestion is understood to be 
agreeable to all the guilds, except 
the Sereen Writers Guild, which 
wants some neutral person to take 
over. 





SDG WINS GUILD SHOP 


IN NEW 8-YEAR PACT 


Hollywood, July 20. 
New eight-year contract was 
agreed upon by the Screen Direc- 
tors Guild and the major studios, 


been completed and the exteriors 
to be done in New York are ex- 
pected to take about 10 days. 


20th Droppms 
Sliding Scale 


Despite the several new sales 
policies instituted by 20th-Fox 
sales manager Andy W. Smith, 
Jr., during the last year, the com- 
pany will definitely not revive the 
sliding scale method of selling pic- 
tures. Current market is in no 
position to sustain a scale system 
profitably for distributors, Smith 
said. 

That method of selling, accord- 
ing to the 20th exee, was originally 
set up to give exhibitors full pro- 
tection in case of low grosses on a 
picture and, at the same time, to 
afford the distributor with a pre- 
mium rental in case the film did 
exceptionally good biz. Today, 
however, with the market falling, 
the advantage lies entirely with 
exhibs, since they 
tection. Distributor, though, 
no chance at his premium on high 
grosses. 

Most of the other majors, mean- 
while, have continued the sliding 
scale wherever it worked out 
equitably for both parties, with 
Metro alone giving the system 
priority in all booking deals. Ac- 
cording to Metro sales chief Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, the scale is the 
only system of selling that allows a 
picture to stand or fall on its own 
merits. 


WB MAY HALT SALE OF 
‘KINGS ROW’ SEQUEL 


Warner Bros. has thrown up a 
roadblock preventing sale af film 
rights to Henry and Katharine 
Bellaman's current best - seller 








WB in 1941 picturized the Bella- 
man’s “Kings Row,” predeeessor 
to the current volume, and claims 
it owns much of the material in 
“Parris Mitchell.” 

Mrs. Bellaman ‘her husband has 
|since died) and her agent, Ann 
Watkins, dispute Warners’ claim. 
They say they have the right to 
sell the new book to films. How- 
ever, with WB taking a firm atti- 
tude, it is doubtful that any other 
studio would risk legal action by 
buying screen rights. 

Spokesman for Warners declared 
that about half the material in the 








calling for 100° guild shop and /new book is associated with that 


running until August, 1956. 


jin the previous volume and ‘that 


Among the clauses in the agree- | Mrs. Beilaman “is welcome to sell 


ment is one providing for a co- 
operative committee to handle all 
problems arising between the two 
groups. Other points of accord are 
a no-strike clause, an improvement 
in layoff provisions, more control 
of film editing. more credits in ad- 
vertising and fuller recognition of 
the director's importance in the 
industry. 


N. Y. to Europe 


John Boles 
Joseph Buloff 
Dale Carnegie 
Mrs. Dita Dantine 
Benny Davis 
Philip Dorn 
Michael Duhart 
Clifford C. Fischer 
Jack Forrester 
Mrs. Victor Francen 
Bobby Gillette 
Sonja Henie 
Abner Silver 
Albert Spalding 
Bill Stern 





anything that’s new.” Since the 
characters themselves are the 
same, however, the WB legal de- 
partment is ready to pounce if 
sereenrights are sold. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Dana Andrews 
Jack Cummings 
Julius G. Epstein 
Philip G. Epstein 
Jonn Garfield 
Betty Garrett - 
Edmund Goulding 
Robert Montgomery 
John Mulvihill 
Edward Nassour 
William S. Paley 
Tom Pedi 
Beatrice Pierson 
H. C. Potter 

Bob Roberts 

J. Robert Rubin 

I. A. Ruman 
Marta Toren 





James B. Williams 


a Ae othr, _ 


Barry Trivers 
George Yohalem 


still get pro-| 
has | 


“Parris Mitchell of Kings Row.” | 


o0th’s 24 for’49,6More Than’48; 
2-a-Month Releases, Accent on A’s 


¢ 


Twentieth-Fox will boosi its 
production schedule next year to’ 
release two A pictures a month, 
‘but will renew its distribution 
pacts with only two or three of the 
six ingie producers, whose films it 
now handles. That will be an- 
nounced by 20th sales chief Andy 
W. Smith, Jr., at a one-day meet 
of the Canadian sales staff tomor- 
row (Thursday), at the Hotel Royal 
York, Toronto. 


Twenty four pictures to be turn- 
| ed out on the home lot next season 
represent a boost of six over those 
| produced during 1948. This year, 
| however, in addition to the 18 
| home-produced features released, 
20th distributed 30 films from out- 
| side producers. Only contracts to 
| be renewed with indies next year 
jare for an unspecified number of 
pix from Eddie Alperson and Nat 
Holt. Renewal of a distribution 
| pact with Sol Wurtzel is in the 
| works- but hasn't been settled yet. 


| Reason for the cutback in num- 
| ber of B releases and the compen- 
sating boost in high-budgeters, ac- 
cording to 20th sales toppers, is 
that the market on B films now, 
when boxoffice grosses are slip- 
ping. is too soft. As a result, it’s 
no longer possible to handle B 
films from outside producers at a 
profit for either 20th or the pro- 
ducers. Most exhibitors, it’s claim- 
ed, would rather play repeat dates 
on top-budgeters at this time than 
book the -quickies, since those re- 
peats will earn them more money. 
And, with even the top A films 
getting less playing time all down 
the line, it’s believed that the mar- 
ket is in need of more top-quality 
product. 
Exit Korda? 


Current deal between 20th and 
Sir Alexander Korda’s London 
Film Productions, through which 
| 20th was to release at least four 
| Korda features yearly, may also be 
‘called off. To date, the company 
has let go only “Ideal Husband’’and 
“Anna Karenina” in the U.S. and 
no others loom for release in the 
near future. Reason, accerding to 
20th spokesmen, is that Korda has 
too many other commitments to 
fill adequately his pact with 20th. 
Since neither of the two now in re- 
lease are big grossers, it’s believed 
that if the contract is cancelled, it 
will be via mutual consent. 

Twentieth is .prepared to ooost 
its home-made A production, ac- 
cording to company officials, be- 
cause it foresaw the current box- 
office dip at least 18 months ago. 
As a result, the entire studio pro- 
duction activities were resha 
through various economies and to- 
day, 20th is set to step up produc- 
tion of top-quality pix at lower 
budgets per picture. 








New season’s release slate is 
'being broached first in Canada, 
‘since that’s the only territory 


| handled by the domestic sales er- 
| ganization in which an entire sea- 
son’s product is booked at one 
| time. Twentieth prez Spyros P. 
Skouras will also attend the one- 
day meet, along with assistant gen- 
eral sales manager William C. Geh- 
riag; ad-publicity chief Charles 
Schlaifer, Martin Moskewitz, 
Smith’s exec assistant; shorts sales 
| Manager Peter G. Levathes; branch 
operations chief Clarence A. Hill, 
| and homeoffice sales staffers Frank 
Carroll, Roger Ferri and Jack 
| Bloom. 


| Canada, under the supervision 
of division sales manager Arthur 
| Silverstone, recently took top hon- 
'ors in the Andy Smith Anniver- 


| ° 
sary sales drive. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Jeanne Cagney 
Valentina Cortese 
Thea Dispecker 
George Feinberg 
‘Fred Finklehoffe 
Jed Harris 

James Merill Herd 
Harry Herrmann 
Eric Johnston 
Hedy Lamarr 
Raymond Massey 
Leo McCarey 
Maria Palmer 
Irving Shiffrin 
Mary Shipp 
Nancy Walker 


Europe to N. Y. 
Maurice Bé¥gman 








Cy Howard 
William A. Scully 
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Out-grossing “Canyon Passage,’ 
“The Egg And I,” and all previous 
U-l top money-makers at Goldman 
Theatre, Philadelphia, and terri- 




















See eee torial day-and-date premiere. 
TAP ROOTS Holding over in every situation — 
see sig ‘tant ey Philadelphia, Atlantic City, Easton, 
HEFLIN - HAYWARD Wilmington,Lancaster, Allentown, 
POWARD BOND = RICHARD LONG. Reading, Harrisburg! Nothing 
ately GEORGE MARSHALL like it ever hit the territory before! 
ee ent ity ish wal 
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Calmer Note Among Yank Distribs 
On British Problem; Greater Unity 
Manifest; Favor Central Control 


Centralized control by the Amer- 
can industry of the distribution of 
all of its product in England con- 
tinues to emerge as the most likely 
answer by Yank filmites to the 
British squeeze. That was evi- 
denced at meetings of company 





- 
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‘Bacher to Do ‘Harvest’ 


| Despite Selznick Feud 
: Hollywood, July 20. 
| William Bacher is going ahead | 














Wilson-CEA 


Continued from page 3 


petition from the indie exhibs who 
are playing it. Commenting on 
Rank’s claim that British pictures 
are now drawing big money at the 
boxoffice, Walls declared the re- 
verse is true for the indies. 
Without independent product, he 
said, the Associated British Picture 
Cory, which is partially controlled 
by Warners, and indie exhibitors 
will be unable to fulfill the quota. 
Reissues, moreover, would result 
in absolute bankruptcy. Walls de- 
manded assurance that 90 quality 


toppers at the Motion Picture Assn. | with his production of “If This Be |-British pictures would be available 


of America Monday (19). 

Whatever minor chances there 
had been of restoring the embargo 
imposed last summer on shipments 
of films to the United Kingdom 
vanished with Monday’s session. 
An embargo on sales to J. Arthur 
Rank appeared a more likely pos- 
sibility if the centralized control 
setup is approved. 

Whole attitude of execs at the 
two conclaves Monday seemed to 
be one of more or less resigned ac- 
ceptance of the situation in Brit- 
ain. That doesn’t mean that they 
intend taking lying down the new 
45% quota or Rank’s restrictions 
on playing time on his circuits. 

However, the hysterical bitter- 
ness against Rank and Britain that 
marked earlier meetings of the 
MPAA directorate had pretty much 
vanished, The fight for what they 
consider a fair shake in the British 
Isles was viewed by the assembled 
execs more as a trade problem that 
must be solved than a personal in- 
ternational vendetta. 

In this new, calmer atmosphere, 
the difference between American 
companies themselves in dealing 
with the problem also took a more 
peaceful turn. Barney Balaban and 
Spyros Skouras who, a few weeks 
ago, were at opposite extremes on 
the issue of dealing with England, 
showed perfect willingness Monday 
to sit quietly by and listen to the 
other’s point of view. 


No Schisms 


Result of this and the temper of 
the discussions made it clear that 
the U. §S. distribs now mean to 
stick together in meeting the prob- 
lem imposed by the British. There 
will be none of the threatened 
breakup into factions, thus allow- 
ing Rank to take advantage of the 
division between Yank companies. 


(Continued on page 16) 


FIRST DIVIDEND OF 
BRITISH FILM COIN 





First divvy of British coin among | 


U. S. distribs under the films agree- 
ment which became effective June 
14 will be for the seven-weeks 
period ending July 30. Payments 
were supposed to be made on a 
monthly basis, but it has been de- 
cided to run the initial period to 
the end of July for convenience in 
making divvies on a calendar 
month basis hereafter. 


Monthly payments are  one- 
twelfth of the $17,000,000 yearly 
agreed on, amounting to $1,416,666. 
This is divided among all distribs 
in ratio to the amount of rentals 
their pix took in during the month. 

Public accounting firm of J. H. 
Champness, Corderoy, Beesly & 
Co., of London, has been named by 
the American industry to receive 
the payments from the British gov- 
ernment and compute the sums due 
each company from data which 
they will provide at the end of each 
month. Accountants will audit the 
claims and then make the pay- 
ments. John Warren, a partner in 
the firm, will be in charge of the 
work for the U. S. industry. 


Film Classics’ B’way 
Showcase, the Rialto 


Film Classics now has a Broad- 
way showcase as result of a deal 
with James Mage, operator of the 
Rialto, N. Y. Agreement stipulates 
that the theatre will show FC films 
exclusively for an undisclosed 
period. Despite the new tie be- 
tween Mage and FC, the latter’s 
veepee and géneral sales manager 
B. G. Kranze emphasized Monday 
(19) that his firm has no financial 
interest in the house. 

Under the pact the Rialto is 
scheduled to play four FC Cine- 
color pix including “Sofia,” “Mirac- 
ulous Journey,” “Unknown Island” 
and “Daughter of Ramona.” House 
now has an FC Korda reissue, 
“Drums.” 





. : | 
'My Harvest” as an indie under | 
| } 


the Trinity Films banner on the | 
eneral Service lot, regardless of | 
| the outcome of his feud with David 
|O. Selznick. Producer announced 


that he will start filming next 
month with or without the services 
of Valli, Louis Jourdan and Robert 
Mitchum. These thesps were orig- 
jinally slated for top roles through 
‘a loanout deal with Selznick which 
did not materialize. 

Picture had been scheduled for 
release through SRO, but unless 
the squabble over the three stars 
is settled amicably another dis- 
tribution outlet will be sought. 
Meanwhile, attorneys for both 
sides are studying the various 
angles, 


U-T Axing 400 Off 
Payroll of 1,000 


Hollywood, July 20. 


Layoff of 400 workers beginning 
Aug. 1 is being mapped at Univer- 
sal-International in a new economy 
| drive. Normal U-I staff is about 
|'1,000. Axing will leave 600 on 

the payroll as of Aug. 1 to begin 
|a two-months’ shutdown of pro- 











yearly, as promised by Rank. He 
threatened that unless Rank toes 
the line on rentals, exhibitors will 
invoke clause 13 of the Films Act, 
thereby making the act inoperative. 


CEA Insurgents 
May Form Ther 


Despite the new spirit of con- 
ciliation evidenced between J. Ar- 
thur Rank and the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. on the 45% quota 
problem last week, a “rump” group 
of indie exhibitors is renewing its 
efforts to break away from the 
CEA and set up a separate group 
to fight the new regulation. Indie 
exhibs are smarting under the fear 
that compliarice with the quota 
law may force them out of busi- 
ness. 


. CEA, of which J. Arthur Rank is 
one of the leading members, indi- 
cated during its huddles with Rank 
last week that it would follow his 
advice in accepting the quota as 
the only sure method of protecting 
the British industry (see story 








| duction activity. 
| Of the 40% being axed, only | 
those pertinent to the studio and | 
production operation will be re- 
|turmed following the two-month 
|shutdown. They will come back 
only as needed and not all at once. 
With eight or nine pix still to be 
edited, seored and dubbed, the lot 
will remain active during the 
shuttering,- with the musicians 
especially expected to be busy. Of 
the 600 remaining, however, some 
will be dropped as their individual 
chores end on various pictures. 


Producers, writers and. directors 
under contract will remain to pre- 
pare stories for the resumption of 
production Oct. 1. No figures have 
been set but it’s understood the 
publicity department will be sliced 
heavily. Studio execs point to 
U-I’s, backlog as assurance that 
there will be a steady flow of prod- 
uct- for release. They anticipate 
the economy move will not affect 
the company’s future, except to 
put it on a more secure operational 


herewith). Fight between the in- 
dies and the CEA may result in a 
split similar to that now in effect 
in the U.S. between the indie Na- 
tional Allied and the Theatre Own- 
ers of America, to which most of 
the affiliated circuits belong. 


Indies have alienated a large 
share of exhibitor opinion in their 
efforts to organize their special 
group, particularly through their 
attempt to exclude CEA general 
secretary Walter Fuller from their 
huddles. Their initial meeting last 
week, the day before Rank met 
with the CEA, ended in utter con- 
fusion. As a result, very few of the 
160 exhibs present knew exactly 


what had been the outcome of the 


session. 

While they’ve consequently given 
up the idea for the time being of 
setting.up an indie group, they have 
have scheduled another meeting 
for Sept. 7, day before the next 
CEA general council meet. It’s be- 
lieved they may take practical steps 
then for setting up their own sec- 
tion within the CEA. 





footing. 





London, July 20. 

Idea being discussed by distribs 
in the U. S. of establishing a fourth 
circuit in England is not popular 
with the reps of American com- 
panies here. They see the setting 
up of an organized chain of inde- 
pendent theatres as building of a 
potential Frankenstein. 

Local distrib toppers are gener- 
ally of the opinion that the Yank 
firms will do better by letting the 
indie houses remain unorganized. 
They admit that it would be physi- 
cally easier to do business with 
them if they were centrally man- 
aged, but they feel that it is ad- 
vantageous to allow control to re- 
main in seperate hands. 

Idea of the New York execs is to 
band the indie houses together in 
a confederation as opposition to J. 
Arthur Rank’s Odeon and Gau- 
mont-British. chains and the Asso- 
ciated British Circuit. Plan is to 
get the indie subsequents to switch 
to first-run permanently by assur- 
ing them of product. 

London execs point to the fact 
that Odeon, G-B and ABC were ac- 
tually established through efforts 
of American companies. Look at 








them now, they say. Rank has 


U.S. Distribs Aver a Fourth British 
Chain Might Prove a Frankenstein 


gained control and is holding U. S. 
product to a minimum. Should the 
indies be similarly organized 
through the planning of Americans, 
it is just as likely that they'd even- 
tually turn on the hand that start- 
ed them, it is said. 


News of Fourth Circuit 


Detailed to UA Board 


United Artists board, meeting in 
New York last week, was told that 
a fourth circuit in England was 
beginning to blossom of its own 
accord, despite difficulties in get- 
ting assurances from U. S. distribs 
of product for the new indie chain. 
UA directorate continued previous 
lengthy discussions of the British 
Situation, since its product has 
been been all but denied play- 
dates on the Odeon circuit, which 
is partially owned by UA but con- 
trolled by J. Arthur Rank. 

Board has been considering ad- 
visability of bringing legal action 
against the British film tycoon to 
force him to give UA product a 
break on the circuit. It was again 
decided, however, to hold off pend- 
ing developments and to continue 

(Continued on page 20) 





OO in So aay 


Rank Vs. CEA ‘Showdown’ Turns Out 
A British Road Company of the Same 
Old Distrib Vs. 


Exhib Arguments 





Garland’s Collapse Cues 


Rogers-Astaire Reteaming 
Hollywood, July 20. 
Ginger Rogers will replace Judy 
Garland as costar with Fre 
Astaire in “The Barkleys of Broad- 
way” at Metro. Miss Garland 
bowed out of the picture after a 
collapse during rehearsals and was 
ordered by her doctor to take a 
complete rest for three months. 
Astaire and Miss Rogers will 
team again for the first time in 
10 years and will do 10 musical 
numbers together. In the past 
they have teamed 10 times, start- 
ing with “Flying Down to Rio” in 
1933. Their most recent coopera- 
tion was in “The Story of Vernon 
and Irene Castle” in 1938. When 
Miss Garland recovers her health 





she will star in “Annie Get Your 
| Gun.” 


Broderick No. 6 
RKO Pic Cancelled 


Hollywood, July 20. 

RKO has cancelled the “Life of 
Johnny Broderick,” based on the 
career of the Broadway cop, and 
| Herman J. Mankiewicz, who was 
| Screenplaying and was to have pro- 
duced, checked off the lot. His 
contract expired with the pic. 

“Broderick” is the sixth picture 








to be cancelled since Howard 
|Hughes took over the studio. Oth- 
lers are “Battleground,” “Bed of 


|Roses,” “The Setup,” “Follow Me | 


|Quietly” and “The Robe.” Latter 
|was killed after the company spent 
|a reported $750,000 on it. 


dent, asked Mankiewicz last week to 
prepare the property for quick 
scanning with the view of deter- 
mining whether to leave it on the 
schedule. Decision to eliminate 
came over the weekend. 


Mankiewicz follows by a day Ar- 
mand Deutch’s checking out of his 
producer ticket. 


LITTLE CARNEGIE, NY. 
WINS VS. LANDLORD 


Goldberg & Lesser Co. won its 
action to remain as operators of 
the Little Carnegie on West 57th 
Street, N. Y., as a result of Court 
of Appeals decision in Albany this 
week. Dispute developed when the 
present landlord, a corporation 
operated by J. Goldwurm, bought 
the buildings in which the Little 
Carnegie is located. Under a can- 
cellation clause in the lease, given 
by the owners of Carnegie Hall, 
it claimed the right to dispossess 
Goldberg & Lesser. 


Louis Nizer, counsel for the 
tenant, showed that the several 
buildings sold were not contigu- 
ous, because each building housed 
part of the theatre and the prop- 
erty could not be contiguous to 
itself. As a result of the decision, 
Goldberg & Lesser remain as oper- 
ators of Little Carnegie for the 
next three years. 


The landlord had won in the 
lower court as well as on appeal to 
the Appellate Term, but the Appel- 
late Division reversed this, with 
lengthy majority and minority 
opinions resulting. the 





pellate Division. 





Studio Employment 
Up Slightly in May 


Sacramento, July 20. 


Studio employment in May 
showed a slight increase over the 
preceding month although it was 
18% below that of May, 1947, ac- 
cording to the California Labor 
Statistics Bulletin. 


Average weekly earnings were 
$97.94, as compared with $96.69 the 
previous month. Studio workers 
still draw the highest average 
wage in California industry. News- 
paper and ‘periodical employees. 
are second with $84.02. - 





N. Peter Rathvon, RKO presi- | 


By HAROLD MYERS 


| London, July 20, 

British film industry, which Op. 
erates practically the same as the 
American industry insofar ag relg. 
|tionship between distributors and 
| exhibitors is concerned, is beset 
icurrently with many of the same 
| exhib-distrib problems that con. 
ifront U. S. filmites. That was re. 
'vealed here last week in a meet. 
| between film magnate J, Arthur 
Rank and the Cinematograph Ex. 
hibitors Assn. 

Session had expected to result in 
ia heated showdown between Rank 
and the CEA over the new 45% 
quota, with Rank backing the goy- 
ernment’s recently-imposed regu- 
‘lation as “one sure way of having 
ithe industry,” and the exhibitors 
violently opposed on the grounds 
that the British studios could not 
iturn out enough pictures to allow 
ithem to fill the quota. Predicted 
fireworks, however, sputtered and 
fizzled out, with Rank taking a con- 
ciliatory line on the quota and the 
distributors and _ exhibitors re 
| sponding in the same spirit. 

Revelation of the industry’s ex- 
hibitor-distributer problems by 
Rank, consequently, drew most of 
the trade interest. Speaking as 
chief of the General Film Distrib- 
|utors, Rank chided exhibs present 
'for their failure to cooperate in the 
\way of increased rentals and longer 
playing time for his features, there- 
|by echoing the arguments of dis- 
‘tribution chiefs in the U. S. He 
lalso voiced trouble with trying to 
'work out an equitable sliding scale 
|formula, guaranteed exhibs they 
‘would receive adjustments anytime 
‘his pictures failed to gross the es- 
‘tablished rental and suggested a 
isystem of arbitration for disputes¢ 
—all problems identical to those 
‘now confronting the American In- 
dustry. 
| Rank’s conciliatory gestures un- 
| doubtedly took the wind out of the 











sails of many of the independent 
exhibitors who had been spoiling 
(Continued on page 47) 


LONE GUNMAN NICKS 2 
DRIVE-INS FOR $1,300 


Tucson, July 20. 
Arizona police are seeking a lone 
gunman who held up two drive-ins 
in as many nights, escaping with 
over $1,300. Bandit netted $324 
Friday (16) by holding up the 
Phoenix drive-in and forced the 
cashier to surrender the receipts. 
Following night, the Midway 
theatre, Tucson, was the victim of 
a $1,000 haul by the gunman who 
was believed to have -pulled the 
Phoenix job. 


SPG Expects Decision 
At M-G and U This Week 


With some 34 homeoffice Para- 
mount publicists benefitting by a 
pay rise granted last week by an 
arbitration board in New York, the 
Screen Publicists Guild expects the 
panel to hand down decisions af- 
fecting flack staffers at Metro and 
Universal late this week. In @ 
dition arbitration moves are pend- 
ing with Columbia, United Artists 
and Republic. 

In siding with SPG, the arbitra- 
tors approved wage hikes for the 
Par puffers from $5.50 up to $2 
weekly, retrocative to last Septem 
ber. Arbitrating panel was made 
up of various reps of the majors 
as well as individuals named by the 








Court of Appeals upheld the Ap- ispg 





Shiffrin’s Additions 
Irving Shiffrin, formerly © 
RKO’s New York press staff, 
joined the William Shiffrin Agency: 
operated by his brother, 0 
the Coast. In another expansion 
move by the agency, Charles 
han has been added to the staff to 
handle stories, plays and books. 
Behan was formerly with Leland 
areeed and the American Play 
0. 
Outfit is planning to open a New 
York office within the next two of 
three months. Irving Shiffrin, 
who had been east on a 10-day 
visit, left New York to return to 
the Coast Monday (19). 
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Smashing U-I house records in first five en- 


, 


gagements! Topping all previous A C’s—and 





even way ahead of top-grossing “Naked City,” 
UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL 
| presents 


BUD LOU _ “Canyon Passage” and “The Killers” at the 


ABBOTT & COSTELLO Strand, Albany; Paramount, Syracuse; Palace, 


MEET 
-| FRANKENSTEIN Huntington,:W. Va.; Keith’s, Cincinnati, and 


a THE WOLFHAN -DBICLA - THE MnsTER | ‘Warner Theatre, Oklahoma City! 


8 PLAYED BY PLAYED BY PLAYED BY 
7 ’ LON CHANEY BELA LUGOS! GLENN STRANGE 


Lenore Aubert * Jane Randolph 


Original Screenplay by ROBERT LEES , ; 
FREDERIC RINALDO * JOHN GRANT ‘ ef ’ 
Directed by CHARLES T. BARTON ‘ 
Produced by ROBERT ARTHUR “ 
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More Theatres, More Seats, More B.0. 
Prices Among Factors Affecting B way 


Broadway is badly overseated, + 


the condition probably being worse 
than at any time since 1934, despite 


the shuttering of Warner (old Hol- 
lywood), the Broadway, Bijou and 
Golden theatres since early spring. 
Overseated situation. stems from 
three factors: excessive admission 
prices, not enough strong product 
and too many houses for the supply 
of big films now available. As in 
the past, the overseating is not 
strictly a matter of too many seats, 
but inability of theatre manage- 
ments to keep the seats filled. 


Just how serious the setup has 
become is plainly shown by grosses 
for straight-film houses. This can- 
not be traced entirely to the hot 
weather factor, managers aver, but 
rather is traceable to increasing 
sales resistance to present admis- 
sion prices for a strictly film pro- 
gram. In other words, with the 
public shopping for its screen en- 
tertainment, it is buying in dimin- 
iahing numbers the available pic- 
ures, 


Situation is aggravated by the 
fact that Broadway today has four 
more firstrun theatres open that it 
had prewar. This means 4,668 ad- 
ditional seats. 


New firstrims are the Victoria, 
Winter Garden, Mayfair 
Gotham. This does not take into 
account the Ambassador and Little 
Carnegie, which often are firstrun 
with foreign fare, or the Park 
Avenue, which formerly was using 
firstrun product. 


Comparative Scales 

Contributing to the overseated 
condition-is the higher scale which 
is, on the average, about double 
that of 1939. Criterion, for in- 
stance, was charging 25-55c, in 
1939, while currently getting 70c 
to $1.85. Roxy, which had 25c- 
$1.25 scale nine years ago, today 
is getting 80c to $1.50, with $1.80 
charged for some bills. Even the 
bandbox Rialto is way ahead of 
1939, current scale being 44c tq 
9$8c, as against 25c-55c, nine years 
ago. 

State was getting only 35c to 
75c with films and vaudeville in 
1939 but is charging 80c to $1.50 
for single feature policy currently. 
House scale was $1.80 top the first 
weekend for its eurrent “Easter 
Parade.” Same applies to nearly 
every house, even the Palace get- 
ting more for its secondrun dual 
picture policy now than in 1939. 


Situation is further complicated 
by tendency of different houses to 
witch their admission seale, rais- 
ng it for weekends when the pic- 
ture seems sure of drawing heavily. 
This tends to sour the regular 
Broadway patrons, who sometimes 
decide to attend neighborhood 
houses rather than take a chance 
on having to pay $1.80 or more for 
a straight-film bill. Thus, the the- 
atre with established scale for 
every period in the day and each 
day in the week suffers. 


Fact that there are now five 
theatres offering stage-film shows 
(usually for almost the same price 
charged by straight-filmers), also 
is contributing to the unpopularity 
7 films playing without added sup- 

rt. 





Philly Theatremen Win 
Delay on ‘Fire Guards’ 


Philadelphia, July 20. 


Militant theatre owners tem- 
porarily stalled a plan to foist a 
“fire guard” on every house in city 
by descending upon a meeting of 
City Council last Thursday (15). 
The “fire guard” idea was thought 
up by the Committee of 15, a probe 
unit sponsored by business and 
political interests. 


Idea was to find a place for a 
number of police and firemen 
about ready for pension but un- 
able, under the current inflation, 
to live om pension wages. Program 
called for installation of a guard 
in every theatre in town at $30 a 
week. 

Every amusement place with a 
capacity of 100 or more would be 
required to employ such a “fire 
guard” under the bill. In addition, 
the bill provides for a license fee 
of $5 for the first year and $1 for 
each additional year—guards to be 
licensed through the Dept. of Pub- 
lic Safety. Action was delayed un- 
til July 22 as a result of protests 
by exhibs. 





Biblical Indie 
Hollywood, July 20. 
David Hempstead formed an in- 
die producing unit to film a series 
of features based on Biblical stories. 
Hempsteap’s most recent film 
chore was “Portrait of Jennie” as 
an associate of David O. Silznick. 


Hwoods Wave 
Of Sea Films 


; Hollywood, July 20. 

Hollywood is launching a fleet 
of seagoing pictures in the next 
five months with more than $8,000,- 
000 tied up in story properties and 
production. First to slide down the 
ways is “Wake of the Sea Witch,” 
at Republic, with Catalina Iisiand 
subbing for a South Seas location. 


Other maritime films in prepara- 
tion are “Down to the Sea in Ships” 
at 20th-Fox; “Salem Frigate,” at 
Universal-International; “China 
Run,” at RKO; “Captain China,” at 
Paramount, and two untitled sea 
yarns, one to be made by Colum- 
bia and one by Tay Garnet as an 
independent. 


U Ties Its Sales Drive 
On 5 Pix to Bill Scully 


Universal - International, appar- 
ently anxious to wrap up as big 
grosses as possible on the five-pic- 
ture backlog it will release during 
the six-eight weeks its studios are 
shuttered, will attempt to boost 
sales with a special drive honoring 
William J. Scully, its sales veepee. 
Drive, which will run through the 
month of September, was set 
terday (Tuesday) by U-I prexy 
Nate J. Blumberg. 


Four of the features set for the 
drive have already preemed in a 
special exploitation sendoff given 
them by U-I this month. They in- 
clude “Man-Eater of Kumaon,” 
which was first revealed to the 
public at the Broadway Winter 
Garden; “Feudin’, Fussin’ and A- 
Fightin’,” which preemed in the 
Tri-States theatres in Omaha and 
Des Moines; “Tap Roots,” which 
opened in Philadelphia and the sur- 
rounding territory last week, and 
“Abbott and Costello Meet Frank- 
enstein,” which preemed day-and- 
date recently in Albany, Syracuse, 
Cincinnati and Oklahoma City. 

Fifth picture, “Mr. Peabody and 
the Mermaid,” is slated=to open 
at the Hollywood theatre, Atlan- 
tie City, next Wednesday (28). Two 
other pix, for which opening dates 
have not yet been set, will also 
figure in the September drive. 
These are “Larceny” and “One 
Touch of Venus.” 

Slogan adopted for the drive is 
“Sellebrate September with Bill 
Scully.” To make certain the U-I 
field sales staff follows through 
on the plan, they’ll be briefed per- 
sonally during the coming month 
by a group of homeoffice sales 
staffers who'll take to the field 
for huddles. Homeoffice contin- 
gent includes assistant sales mana- 
ger A. J. O'Keefe; ©. T. Gomer- 
sall, Scully’s assistant; eastern di- 
vision manager Fred Meyers; 
southern and Canadian division 
chief F. J. A. McCarthy and west- 
ern division manager C. J. Feld- 
man. 











Scully, Bergman Due 
Back, Joseph West 31st 


Universal sales veepee William 


J. Scully and ad-publicity chief | 


Maurice Bergman, who have been 
huddling with J. Arthur Rank and 
the British magnate’s exec staff in 
London for the last several weeks, 
are due back at the homeoffice next 
week. They sail from England 
aboard the America Friday (23), 
arriving next Wednesday (28). 
Studio publicity chief John 
Joseph, who’s been handling all 
ad-pub matters at the homeoffice 
during Bergman’s absence, is 
scheduled to return to the Coast 
July 31. U prez Nate J. Blumberg, 
meanwhile, may come east for 
huddles with Scully on the com- 





pany’s distribution policies. 











| Eddie small | 
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the increases in admission prices. | 


Higher the door tap, the more se- 
lective the audience gets and the 
more effort it makes to read re- 
views to find out whether a film is 
worth attending, he declared. ie 

Admission prices, in Smali s 
opinion, are too high. With so 
many competing forms of amuse- 
ment’ and—especially—with tele- 
vision bulking in importance, he 
feels that the public may well be 
driven away by high prices. — 

“This is a Woolworth business, 
built on nickels and dimes,” he 
said. “Current conditions may cause 
prices to be higher than they once 
were, but we must never lose sight 
of the fact—as is the danger now— 
that films are basically the cheap- 
est form of amusement.” _ : 

Small, who has been making pic- 
tures for some 20 years, thinks that 
Hollywood’s worst error—another 
one for which it is paying in cur- 
rently sagging grosses—is its fail- 
ure to give youth a chance in pre- 
duction. Maturity is essential to 
administration, he feels, but film- 
making needs the vitality and en- 
thusiasm of young men. It was for 
this reason he applauded Metro’s 
action last week in naming 42-year- 
old Dore Schary as production 
chief. 


Idsters who con- 
The handful of oldste lof a film’s shooting and start on 


trol Hollywood’s filmmaking, he de- 
clared, have grown fat and tired. 
They don’t care any more. With 
high taxes, the incentive of money 
is gone, and without the goal of 
getting ahead because they’re 
young and ambitious, Hollywood's 
top production names are not cre- 
ating anything, Small asserted. 

“The fellows who should be 
making pictures are tie ones who 
still have their swimming pool to 
get,” he declared. 

“Oldsters always ask,” he said, 
“where they can get these young 
men. They don’t seem to realize 
they are all around them. You just 
have to give them a chance. I've 
always had a young organization, 
and I’ve never had any trouble 
locating my people.” 


Small Plans 16 
More in 12 Mos. 


Edward Small, who has earned 
the label of “Hollywood's one-man 
film industry” through production 
of some 10 pix in the past 18 
months, plans 16 more in the next 
12 to 14 months, he disclosed in 
New York this week. It is only 
through such quantity production 
that he sees himself—as an inde- 
pendent—able to stay alive. 

“You've got to be an acrobat to 
be an indie,” he declared. “These 
days you must make pictures at a 
price, you must get every possible 
boxoffice value in them, and you 
must keep your eye on the foreign 
market. You can’t let any angle of 
production or sales get away from 
you and stay in business.” 

Small said he’d continue to dis- 
tribute his films through the four 
companies with which he’s now as- 
sociated, plus probably one other 
with whom he’s negotiating a deal. 
Now handling his product are Eagle 
Lion, Columbia, 20th-Fox and 
United Artists. 

Varied releasing organizations 
are necessary, he explained, since 
liquidation must be fast to be 
profitable in the present market. 
It would be impossible to release 
all his product through one organ- 
ization, he said, since it would have 
to sit on the shelf too long awaiting 
its turn for distribution. 

Small declared he had come to 
the conclusion it is entirely un- 
feasible to make pictures on the 
basis of showing a profit through 
the domestic market alone. Most 
that can be hoped for, he said, is 
to break even domestically and, as 
before, count on getting your profit 
from abroad, even if that profit is 
perforce small because of currency 
restrictions. 

It is for that reason, he stated, 
that he takes such care in choosing 
scripts that will have values over- 
seas. He said he was operating on 
the prospect of making very small 
profits on each film and taking a 
chance on losing on some of them. 
He pointed out that he knows he’s 
going to lose on several films al- 
ready made and not yet in release 
because they were produced 
“against the market”—at rising 
costs and dropping b.o. 

He painted a bleak future for 





Landis Will Filed 


Los Angeles, July 20. 
Estate of the late Carole Landis, 
valued at less than $50,000, was 


‘left to her mother, Mrs. Clara 
Landis. 
Will, written in 1944, names 





| 


B. C. Roos and Charles Trezona, 
her former business managers, as 
executor and trustee. 


Techni Set T 
Double Prmts 
Technicolor, Inc., looks to finish 
its expansion program, designed to 
increase its color print manufac- 
turing volume, by the end of 1948. 
This program was started two years 
ago, being budgeted to cost about 
$3,500,000. When completed it will 
give Technicolor ability te turn out 
320,000,000 feet of color prints an- 
nually as compared with old ca- 
pacity of 160,000,000. 
Approximately 50% of the hiked 
capacity now is being used, with 
the corporation using additional fa- 
cilities now available to speed de- 
livery time of prints rather than 
to take care of a larger number of 
pictures. Within the next month, 


Technicolor looks to have the 
lapsed time between the conclusion 





delivery of release prints slashed to 
six months. A year or so ago this 
required nearly 10 months’ lapsed 
time, with certain pictures running 
a year or a bit longer. 

The tying up of capital for such a 
long time before a picture could 
be released formed a major prob- 
lem for companies employing Tech- 
nicolor in their productions. 

Before the end of the year it is 
hoped that color print deliveries of 
the company will be back near 
normal with an average of around 
five months between the end of 
shooting and start of print deliv- 
ery. The improved facilities and 
yen of majors to turn out films in 
color is expected to give Techni- 
color around 39 feature films to be 
photographed via Technicolor in 
the 12 months ending next Dec. 
31 as against 31 in 1947. 

After the full expansion program 
has been finished and additional 
color cameras acquired, the corpo- 
ration expects to make 45 pictures 
in color on the Coast, while its Brit- 
ish unit should be geared to handle 
18 feature. Technicolor’s British 
affiliate expects to make eight fea- 
tures this year as compared with 
six in 1947. 

Technicolor showed an increase 
of profits of approximately 20% 
over the same period last year for 
the six months ending June 30, ac- 
cording to a report issued by prexy 
Herbert T. Kalmus this week. Net 
for the half-year just passed was 
$880,800, as compared with $734, 
200 for the corresponding months 
of 1947. 

The 1948 earnings were equiv- 
alent to 96c a share, as compared 
to last year’s 80c. Net consolidated 
income for fhe quarter ended 
June 30 was $478,100, equivalent 
to 52e a share. 





indies in general. His own financ- 
ing firm, Motion Picture Investors, 
he admitted, would not make any 
loans to producers unless “I’m sure 
they’re solid and I can’t think of 
any indies who are in need of pro- 
duction loans to whom I'd make 
one.” 

Queried concerning his idea on 
the future of UA without indies to 
make films for it, Small declared 
he thought the company should at 
all costs be kept alive. The only 
solution, however, he stated, was 
that it provide financing or go into 
making films itself. 

“Cagliostro,” which Small pro- 
duced in Italy with Gregory Ratoff 
directing and Orson Welles starred, 
has not been offered any distrib 
for release yet. He said he wanted 
to have it completely scored and 
es before showing it to dis- 
ribs. 

“Lorna Doone,” which he'll 
make in England this summer with 
blocked pounds, in partnership 
with J. Arthur Rank, is the only 
film he has set for production 
abroad at the moment. However, 
he said, he will probably make 
more in Italy and is prepared to 
produce in any country in the 
world where blocked coin and fa- 
cilities make it. feasible. ; 

He has called off his scheduled 
trip to England to supervise plans 
for “Lorna Doone” and will re- 
main in New York the rest of the 
summer, 





Goldwyn Would 
Renew Astor: Nix 
DOS on Victoria 


City Investing Co., owner of the 
Astor and Victoria theatres op 
Broadway, has begun negotiations 
to renew Samuel Goldwyn’s lease 
on the Astor, but has nixed David 
QO. Selznick’s bid for the Victoria, 
Goldwyn deal isn’t up until next 
February, but Maurice Maurer, 
who runs the property for CI, and 
James Mulvey, Goldwyn distrib 
chief, have been huddling with 
lawyers on renewal. of the agree- 
ment. Deal again will give CI a 
guarantee vs. a percentage, with 
the latter a sliding scale arrange. 
ment. 

Selznick negotiations for the 
Victoria have been cooking since 
last winter, Producer’s lack of new 
production activity apparently has 
cooled both sides somewhat. With- . 
out assurance of a continuing sup- 
ply of his own product, DOS has 
no acute need for the theatre. Like- 
wise, Maurer is wary of turning the 
property over to Selznick without 
guarantee that the producer’s own 
pix will fill it most of the time. 

Goldwyn has recently had to turn 
to much outside product to keep 
the Astor alight. Following his 
“Bishop’s Wife’ last spring, he 
brought in Selznick’s “Mr. Bland- 
ings’ now has Disney’s ‘Melody 
Time” and preems Monogram’s 
“Babe Ruth Story” next Monday 
(26). “Ruth” is expected to run 
through the World Series early in 
October, when Goldwyn wiil again 
have his own film in the house, “A 
Song Is_ Born,’ Danny Kaye 
starrer. 

Victoria will shutter Aug. 1 for 
remodeling and renovation. It will 
reopen Nov. 1. City Investing had 
originally expected to close down 
this week, but two-week delay has 
been caused by difficulty in getting’ 
building supplies. 

Another reason for the delay is 
fact that the city building depart- 
ment has granted permission to 
tear out the back wall, and extend 
the theatre into an alleyway there. 
This has caused a revision of build- 
ing plans. In aiming to increase 


the present 700 seats to 1,100, it 
was originally intended to extend 
the mezzanine and balcony for the 
extra 400 seats. Now they will be 
added on the first floor, to bring 
it to 785 seats, with mezz and bal- 
cony remaining at 315. 





- Goldwyn -‘Joan’ 


Continue d from page 3 


suit and not bound by the. court 
decision. So it will technically be- 
come distributor of the film. Same 
thing was done with “Best Years,” 
a special corporation being set u 

by Goldwyn for the purpose and, 
as a matter of fact, actually han- 
dling much of the details of dis- 
tributors. ; 

In any case, Sierra’s releasin 
deal with RKO gives it approva 
of all exhibition contracts nego- 
tiated by the distrib. The Goldwyn 
organization will act in this ca- 
pacity. This will have no bearing 
on Wanger’s own product, released 
through Universal and Eagle Lion, 
on which sales will continue to be 
supervised by Producers Represen- 
tatives. Ine., the Irving Lesser - 
Seymour Poe outfit with which 
Wanger recently inked a pact. 

Mulvey, it is understood, is also 
willing to handle sales supervision | 
on a few other selected films. Ob- 
jective, as in the ease of “Joan, 
is to bring down overheard on the 
extensive supervisory organization 
which Goldwyn maintains. It is by 
far the largest and most expensive 
of such setups and is capable of 
carrying more pix than Goldwyn 
himself turns out. 

Only outside pix supervised by 
Mulvey previously were those © 
William Cagney, distributed by 
United Artists. He is not handling 
the current “Time of Your Life, 
since UA has coin invested in it 
and under that deal Cagney does 
not retain contract supervision. 

“Joan” is expected to be re 
leased about November. Techni- 
color prints are now being awaited. 


COL.’S DIVIDEND 
Columbia Pictures declared 
quarterly dividend of $1.0642 on 
$4.25 preferred stock at directors 
meeting in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.). 
It is payable Aug. 16 to stock- 
holders of record, Aug. 2. 
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U-I predicted a great audience picture, and first 


engagements over the RKO and Tri-State circuits — 
proved it! New U-i records everywhere...stand- 


up business all day long! Held over in Des Moines 











UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL 
DON ALD O'CONNOR and Omaha! Smash business in Minneapolis and 
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PERCY KILBRIDE sage” gross in Sioux City! First 2 days in Cedar 

ogether Again : 
FEUDIN’ FUSSIN’ _ Rapids tops 3-day “The Killers” gross! Wonderful 
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and a-F IGHTIN’ in Waterloo, Tri-Cities . . . everywhere! 
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19 FILM BEVIEWS ‘anaith 
jf . Daredevils of the ( 
ae 7 ° least a three-bagger. “The Babe Strange Victory gubtic peledie of Bie ouds 
The Vely et Touch Miniature Reviews Ruth Story” tells a fanciful, “Strange Victory.” a compi- fiom, Stars Robert’ Livingston Megami 
en “The Velvet Touch” (RKO). | 'manticized version of the Me) ation of mostly old clips ed- | fsmes Caniwell; fertures Grint “Withemt 
Hollywood, July 16. The Velve ; : | and deeas of the King of Swat, ited into a documentary at- + natty oe Sie — George Blair, + ° 


Frederick Brisson (d- 
Stars Rosalind 
Sydney 


RKO release of 
Ward Donahoe) preduction. 
Russell, Leo Genn, Claire 
Greenstreet; features Leon Ames, Frank 
Metlugh, Walter Kingsferd, Dan Tobin, 
Lex Barker, Nydia Westman, Theresa Har- 
ris. Directed by John Guage, Screenplay, 
Leo Rosten; adaptation, Walter Reilly; 
story, William Mercer, Annabel Ross; cam- 
era, Joseph Walker: editor, Chandler 
Plonse: <ee re, Leigh Hurline: song Ifarline 
and Mort Greene. ‘Tradeshown July 13, ‘48. 
Running time, 96 MENS, 

Valerie Stantom......+.-. Rosalind Russell 
Michael Morrell,............--.- Leo Genn 
Mariou WebateP..é<s cscscccves Claire Trevoi 
Captain Danbury...... Sydney Greenstreet 
Gordon Dunning... ..6- eens Leon Ame: 

Eraie Boyle ©: cime.cadseeeces -Frink Mecllugh 
Peter Gunther.... ... Walter Kingsford 
Jetf Trent... ee : . eh. ae Rone 
Paut Banton... cee ...Lex Barker 
Busan Crane. ...cseosessss Nvydia Westman 
PIAMNCH. oo cccs cones omeres Theresa Uarvis 

..-Irving Bacon 
éaoetaeeooes Esther Howard 
Howard Hayden 
beet Waadse William Erwin 
...Martha Hyer 

..Steven Flagg 
Mason 


Trevor, 


. Crouch 
Howard borman 
Helen Adams... oe 
UET «o's co 004ee st meenser © 
Co 
meet. Diinhanrt.cvcccccssces 
Mr. Soper 
Eddie Brow? 


Charles McAvoy 
Dan Foster 


Rosalind Russell 
Judge Brack Russell Hicks 
GLEOrBe Pesan... seeder eeeeet Sames fodd 
Jovee Arling 


Mra. Klveated, .....-scscvsveert ) 

Juliana Tesman......ece.ss Ida Schumaker 
Wijlert Lovborg.........---. Philp Parnes 
OT PRT veh Ohretuuet Besse Wade 





“The Velvet Touch” marks the 
initial independent production ven- 
ture of star Rosalind Russell and 
hubby Frederick Brisson. Film 
has been given a glossy backing 
for selling by RKO as a top fea- 
ture but indications are that re- 
turns will not be big. Excellent 
exploitation elements will aid in 
boosting grosses. 

Chief distraction is the highly 
polished play-acting used on char- 
acters that carry no warmth or 
sympathy. Performances are 
showy professional work that dem- 
onstrate techniques but the people 
portrayed never get under the 
skin. Top role is a meaty one for 
a femme, acting-wise, and Miss 
Russell uses all of her tricks to 
show off technical thespian skill. 


Plot deals with a legit actress 
who, at the height of her career, 
kills the producer who had guided 
her to the top. Circumstance 
makes it possible for her to con- 
ceal her guilt and she permits an- 
other actress to be accused and 
driven to suicide. The Trilby- 
Svengali angle, as developed, car- 
ries no sympathy for the actress. 
A bothersome conscience eventual- 
ly leads her to confess although not 
legally tied to the crime. 


Leo Rosten’s script is loaded 
with glib, pat dialog. John Gage’s 
direction is as showy as the troup- 
ing, without the depth needed to 
tie an audience more closely to the 
story. Among the players, Leo 
Genn presents an interesting per- 
sonality as a man-of-the-world with 
whom Miss Russell falls in love. 
Claire Trevor is the distraught ac- 
tress who is accused of killing the 
producer, her former lover. 


Sydney Greenstreet portrays a 
police captain whose interest in 
the theatre makes him a natural to 
probe the crime. Leon Ames is the 
producer. Frank McHugh, Dan 
Tobin (columnist), Theresa Harris 
(maid), Irving Bacon, Esther How- 
ard and others are capable. ‘ 

Frederick Brisson and his asso- 
ciate producer, Edward Donahue, 
have given the picture excellént 
sight trappings as background ‘or 
the drama. Also included is a play- 
within-a-play, characters doing 
“Hedda Gabler” as the finale piece 
which brings about Miss Russell’s 
confession. A title tune by Mort 
Greene and Leigh Harline is used 
as music backing for opening 
screen credits. Joseph Walker’s ex- 
pert lensing heads up ace tech- 





nical contributions. Brog. 
Mr. Peabedy and the 
Mermaid 
(SONG) 


Hollywood, July 10. 
release of Nunnally . Johnson 
roduction. Stars. William Powell. Ann 
lyth; features Trene Hervey, Andrea 
King, Clinton Sundberg. Directed by Ir- 
ving Pichel. Seveenpley, Nunnally John- 
gon; from the nevel, “Peabody's Mere 
miid,’’ by Guy and Constance Jones; cam- 
ere, Russelt Metiy; editor, Marjorie Wow- 
ler: seng. Johnny Mercer, Robert Emmett 


Universal 






Dolan. Previewed July 6, ‘48. Running 
time, 89 MINS, 

ES | a rrrs eer William Powell 
BEOEROEOE . ke sasccctnirvwededredvcced Ann Blyth 
Mrs. Polly Peabody.......... Irene Hervey 
Cathy Livingston..........2..4 Andrea King 
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“Mr. Peabody and the Mermaid” 
is an object lesson in what could 
happen to males reaching the dan- 
one age of 50. As such it will af- 
ord a load of chuckles for the 
older masculine audiences but ap- 
eal isn’t as strong for femmes. 
_ Film's title and whimsical theme 
are exploitation attractions that 





Heavy drama of legit actress | 
who kills her Svengali. Mod- 
erate b.o. 

“Mr. Peabody and the Mer- | 
maid” (U). Lots of contented 
chuckles for males but light 
on femme appeal. 

“The Babe Ruth Story” 
(Mono). Biopie with William 
Bendix as the Bambino. B.o. 
outlook excellent. 

“The Checkered, Coat” 
(20th). Program melodrama 
of psycho killer, for dualers. 

“Eyes of Texas” (Color- | 
Songs) (Rep). Roy Rogers | 
oatuner packs enough action 
to rate big boxoffice. 

“Daredevils in the Clouds 
(Rep). Lightweight flying story 
for the duals. 

“Lady at Midnight” (EL) 
Ordinary whodunit for second- 
ary fare. 

“My Brother’s Keeper” 
(British) (GFD). New Sydney 
Box - Gainsborough-Rank mel- 
ler, not big in U. S. market. 








can aid grosses if backed by strong 
selling. , 

While story idea hasn't jelled as 
well as it might on celluloid, plot 
is intriguing, and dialog and situa- 
tion are used to pleasantly prod the 
risibilities. As producer, Nunnally 
Johnson, with Gene Fowler, Jr., as 
associate, has furnished plenty of 
scenic values. Story locale is the 
British West Indies, with the island 
location, underwater scenes and 
general tropic flavor adding to the 
appeal. 

Johnson's script, 
novel, ‘‘Peabody’s 
Guy and Constance Jones, deals 
with a staid Bostonian who is 
ordered to spend the winter in the 
West Indies by his doctor. During 
a fishing interlude he hooks a mer- 
maid in the tail’ fetches her to his 
beach house and domiciles her in 
the fish pond. Through circum- 
stance, no other cast principals 
catch a glimpse of more than the 
sea siren’s tail, so his mermaid 
story—ihe most colossal fish yarn 
of all—makes for doubts of his 
sanity. 

The aging Bostonian, just 50, 
falls in love with his finny charmer 
but in the end loses her to the sea 
again after as hectic a time imag- 
inable in which his wife leaves him, 
he’s suspect by island police and 
nearly drowns because of the si- 
ren’s love for him. 


William Powell plays the Bos- 
tonian with sly understanding and 
reaps a healthy crop of chuckles. 
His infatuation for the mermaid is 
understandable, particularly when 
the deep-sea denizen is such a 
charmer as Ann Blyth. Actress 
plays the role without a line of 
dialog, nearest approach being a 
hiss of anger at other femmes; yet, 
she gives it solid appeal. 

Among some of the more delight- 
ful moments of comedy is Powell's 
purchase of the bra half of a 
femme swim suit and his efforts to 
explain its purpose to the mermaid. 
Aiding the purchase scene is some 
fancy work by Mary Field as the 
clerk. 

Irene Hervey is especially good 
as Powell’s wife, and Andrea King 
sparks a vampish role as a young 
lady attracted to the Bostonian. 
She also sings “The Caribbees,” 
tune by Johnny Mércer and Rob- 
ert Emmett Dolan. Clinton Sund- 
berg milks neat role of resort press 
agent. Art Smith, a psychiatrist; 
Hugh French, Lumsden Hare, Fred 
Clark and others are good. 

Direction by Irving Pichel keeps 
the mood pleasant and nicely spices 
the comedy. Russell Metty’s pho- 
tography is expert, and the under- 
water scenes lensed at Weekiwa- 
chee Spring, Fla., add value. Eda. 
ing holds film to handy 89 minutes 
running time. Brog. 


The Babe Ruth Story 
(SONGS) . 
Hollywood, July 17. 


Monogram release of Roy Del Ruth (Al- 
lied Artists) production, osseclate producer, 
Joe Kaufman. Stars William bendix, Claire 
Trevor, Charles Bickford;- features Sam 
Levens, William Frawley, Gertrude Niesen, 
Matt Briggs, Directed by Del Ruth. Screen- 
play, Bob Considine, George Callahan, from 
the book hy Considine: camera, Philip Tan- 


based on the 
Mermaid” by 





nura; editor, Richard Heermance; music, 
Kdward Ward; technical adviser, Pat 
Mlaherty. Previewed July 15, "48, Running 
time, 106 MINS, 

ROT a ae William Bendix 
}Claire Hodgseon...,.......... Claire Trevor 
Brother Matthias.,....... Charles Bickford 
eo Se ee Sam Levene 
Pi Re a aera William Frawley 
Night Club Singer......... Gertrude Niesen 
Miller Tluggins.............. red Lightner 
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-+.-Stanley Clements 
Bahe Ruth (as e bey}.......... tobby Klis 
Malton..i.... NSs.0 ek curv bte cc edie Lloyd Gough 
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Fe ee a ae Paul Cavenagh 
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ye ee ee ‘Tony Tayler 
RT ILS TN os tidak dee wekes Gee be Richard Lane 
Mark Koenig.................Mark Koenig 
Sports Amtionneer........... Harry Wismer 
oe tes, | a ee Mel Allen 
News Anneouncer......... Hl. V. Kaltenborn 
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America’s baseball hero takes 
another turn at bat in what looks 
like a boxoffice home run, or at: 


of 
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mixing screen license with fact to 
dish out a load of chuckles, tears 
and sentiment that should pay off. 

Carrying the Allied Artists label 
for Monogram distribution, film 
is aimed at top percentage playing 
time in keeping with the hefty 
production budget. With the wealth 
natural exploitation, coupled 


should be little trouble stirring 
up strong boxoffice interest. Early 
release iu tie in with the national 
attention directed at diamond 
activities also is in the film’s| 


| favor. 


The screenplay picks up Ruth 
at the time he was taken from his 
waterfront sa- 
loon and raised at the St. Mary’s 
From 
there it gleans the highlights of 
his professional career, first as a 
bigtime pitcher and then as the 
Bambino of the mighty bat. His 
first start with the Baltimore 
Orioles, his career with the Bos- 
ton Red Sox and then the New 
York Yenkees and finally back to 
a slipping and aging Ruth who 
finished his diamond heroics with 
the Boston Braves. Considerable 
footage is given the Babe’s present 
illness and long hospitalization. 
Opening and closing sequences, 
both on the long side, give a kudo 
to other diamond greats honored 
at Baseball’s Hall of Fame at 
Cooperstown, N. Y., and the future 
that may await some present-day 
sandlotter. 

In keeping with a national tend- 
ency to romanticize heroes, the Bob 
Considine-George Callahan script 
tosses out fact whenever screen 
license will do a more fanciful job 
of making Ruth the idol he has be- 
come to millions. Story shows him 
as a human, big-hearted and often 
brash character who captured the 
fancy of baseball fans because of 
his basic color. 


Roy Del Ruth’s direction milks 
every phase of the sympathetic 


treatment, combining warmth, 
tears and chuckles into a film that 
will sustain audience interest. 


William Bendix does an excellent 
job of the title role. While he’s 
still Bendix, he gives the perform- 
ance the color of Ruth and a rea- 
sonable facsimile of the Bambino’s 
mannerism, batting stance and 
walk. The performance has a lot 
of heart in keeping with the 
script’s line of development. 


Claire Trevor gives one of her 
solid portrayals as Ruth’s second 
wife (there’s no mention of the 
first in the script). Charles Bick- 
ford pleases as Brother Matthias, 
the priest whose interest in Ruth 
as a boy carried through life. 


Miller Huggins, the late man- 
ager of the Yankees, comes to life 
in the dett hands of Fred Lightner. 
Ruth as a boy is capably played by 
Bobby Ellis. Sam Levene does 
well as a sports writer pal of the 
Babe's, role being a composite of 
several. Rating mention, among 
the many good characterizations, 
are those by William Frawley, 
Stanley Clements, Matt Briggs, 
Paul Cavanagh, Pat Flaherty and 
Tony Taylor. 


Del Ruth and his associate pro- 
ducer, Joe Kaufman, have given 
the film an excellent mounting. 
Gertrude Niesen’s voice is an 
added production touch, lending 
sultry emphasis to vocals on “No- 
body’s Baby” and “Singing in the 
Rain.” Other oldtime tunes are 
expertly done by The King’s Men 
and the Mitchell Boychoir. 

Good musical direction by Ed- 
ward Ward, smooth lensing by 
Philip ‘lannura, and other techni- 
eal credits measure up to making 
this an interesting, if semi-fictional, 
screen account of George Herman 
Ruth. ' Brog. 


The Cheekered Coat 
Hollywood, July 17. 


20th-Fox release of Sam Baerwitz (Bel- 
sim) production. Stars Tom Conway, Nor- 
een Nash, Hurd Hattield; features: James 
Seay, Garry Owen, Marten Lamont, Rory 
Mallinson, Leonard Mudie. Directed by KEd- 
werd T.. Cahn, Screenplay, John Cc, Hig- 
et original, Seeleg Lester, Merwin Ger- 
fra; 





camera, Jackson Rose: editor, Paul 
ae ae as Grauman’s Chinese. Holly- 
wood, July 16, ‘48 Running time. ¢ 
a H ‘ing time, 66 


Dr. Michael Madden.......... Tom Conway 
UUs ~ SOMO inks 50's Wincdce. Noreen Nash 
SWEDE + 65 Cb ened biwedel cus se: Hurd Hatfleld 
‘ ‘apt. nas S da eain cscs Ge; James Seay 
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“The Checkered Coat” averages 
out slightly better than the usual 
program filler feature by virtue of 
good performances. Otherwise, it’s 
a small-budgeted meller aimed at 


lower half of the dualers. ‘Running | 


LTD yp AOE nis | I, re, 


tempting to show how hollow 
was America’s victory in the 
recent war, is hardly the sort 
of film to achieve more than 
cursory interest. It’s repeti- 
tious and overlong. Its point 
of view is obvious and laud- 
able, but fails to get across be- 
cause of a single salient—it 
fails to mention even once the 
menace of the United Nations- 
Soviet situation. 

Hitlerism, the Negro ques- 
tion, anti-Semitism—all these, 
and more, are unfolded to 
point up that none of these has 
been erased because of the 
“victory.” Yet. the most vital 
point of all, perhaps, the Red 
question as it affects world 
peace, is not even slightly 
touched upon—just as if there 
were no problem there at all. 

Barnet L. Rosset has _ pro- 
duced for Target Films; Leo 
Hurwitz wrote, directed and 
edited: narration was by Saul 
Levitt: the fine musical score 
is by David Diamond; camera- 
men on news material were 
Peter Glushanok and George 
Jacobsen; Lehman Engel con- 
ducted the orch, and Alfred 
Drake. Muriel Smith and Gary 
Merrill were the narrators on 
the work, frequently unwieldy, 
commentary. 

Film was previewed Friday 
(16) in New York. Running 
time, 70 minutes. Kahn. 








time of 66 minutes fits it handily 
into that bracket. 

Plot projects some gruesome 
touches through interesting angle 
developed for the heavy, but needs 
sharper dialog and less pat story 


iginal Story 
MaeRurnie: 
. At Ne ; 
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-Robert Tix ingston 
Mae Clark 


tonald Davidson; camera, John 
editor, Richard L. Van Enge; 
York theatre, N. Y.. week 
Kunning time, 60 MINS, 
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“Daredevils of the Clouds” is an 
unpretentious actioner aimed at 
the dualers. Story is familiar stuff 
and cast names aren't strong 
j enough to help the film’s b.o. pros- 
| pects. Returns will be similar te 
| those garnered by the average pro- 
‘grammer. Ballying the picture's 
flying sequences, however, might 
'give the wicket an added whirl. 
| This is the oft-told tale of how 
'a large airline seeks to absorb a 
i'smaller competitor. Latter is Polar 
‘Airways, headed by Robert Liv- 
|ingston, who’s hard pressed to keep 
| his line on a paying basis. Un- 
known to him, Trans-Global plants 
| James Cardwell on the Polar pay- 
roll to get in some dirty work. 
| After the usual yarn complications, 
ithe plot straightens out for a 
/ happy finale. 
| Cast contribs so-so performances 
in this Stephen Auer production. 
Livingston is a clear-cut airline 
| operator. Mae Clark. a grounded 
|pilot who becomes Polar’s office 
| manager, capably handles the heart 
|interest. Cardwell is adequate as 
ithe undercover man while Grant 
| Withers is a typical heavy. Sup- 
| porting players offer little thesping 
‘lustre. Cameraman John Mae- 


situations. Story concerns roundup | Burnie’s lensing is okay. George 


of a psychopathic killer whose 
eventual downfall results from his 
cataleptic seizures. Edward  L. 


Cahn’s pacing of the melodramatics 
is good and performances give a 
lift to thriller elements under his 
helming. 

Hurd Hatfield gets plenty of 
menace into his characterization of 
the crazy killer. Tom Conway is 
good as the doctor and Noreen 
Nash shows well as the wife. James 
Seay makes a credible police cap- 
tain. There’s a sharp character bit 
by @arry Owen. Marten Lamont, 
Lee Bonnell and others are capable. 
Film spots one tune, a television 
number on a barroom receiver, 
sung by Dorothy Porter. 

The Sam _ Baerwitz production 
has stretched the budget dollar to 
good effect. Lensing by Jackson 
Rose, tight editing and other fact- 
ors measure up. Brog. 


Eyes of Texas 
(COLOR—SONG) 


Republic release of Mdward J. White pro- 
duction. Stars Rey Rogers; features Andy 
Devine, Lynne Roberts, Bob Nolan and Sons 
of Pioneers. Directed by William Whitney. 
Original sereenplay, Sloan Nibley; camera 


(Trucolor), Jack Marta; editor, Tony Mar- 
tinelli. Tradeshown N. Y., July 16, °48, 
Running time, 71 MINS, 

Ns * 6 chic ncaeb eo Sabua ce Roy Rogers 
Penny Thatcher... ccccccec: Lyune Roberts 
Cookie Bullfinceher............./ Andy Devine 
Feettio Waters. «..ccccécvs o.+-- Nena Bryant 
WES -PROUIN: s.. wc cccovcsecess Gy Marcrott 
Frank Dennis...............Danny Morten 


Thaddeus Camieron...........- Francis Ford 
dn OT OER TT eee Pascale Perry 
Sheriff ... Stanley Blystone 


rons of Pioneers 





Republic has packed plenty of 
action suspense into this typical 
outdoor opus. It has added Tru- 
color and the music and singing of 
Roy Rogers and Sons of Pioneers. 
Result is one of best Rogers oatun- 
ers in some time. Pic will be a 
strong entry wherever westerns 
are liked. ' 

Usual formula has Rogers, as 
U. S. marshal, fighting an easy- 
money femme lawyer, but rings in 
a rather involved plot for a west- 
ern. Woman barrister, who uses 
cowboy outlaws to carry out her 
orders, schemes to gain possession 
of a valuable ranch property with 
two killings resulting. She uses 
wild dogs ‘which she has trained 
to attack her victims) to carry out 
these slayings, thus appearing in- 
nocent of any wrongdoing. She 
claims it was wolves. 

Plot has Rogers taming one of 
these wild police dogs and ulti- 
mately bringing all hands to jus- 
tice. There's a hair-raising, run- 
ning-gun fight as a climax that’s 
loads different from the accepted 
ones. 

Rogers and his horse, “Trigger,” 
are as outstanding as ever. show- 
ing up particularly well in color. 


Lynne Roberts is markedly comely. 


as the nurse who falls for Rogers. 
Andy Devine is the jovial western 
medico, playing it nearly straight 
for nice results. 

Best tune done by Rogers and 
Sons of Pioneers is “Padre of Old 
San Antone” by Tim Spencer. Jack 
Marta has done a trim camera job 
while William Whitney's direction 
is topflight. The Trucolor job is 





okay for this western though not as 
contrasty as other color processes. 
Wear. 


| Blair’s direction is fair. Gilb. 


Lady at Midnight 


| Eagle Lion release of Joho Sutherland 
| preaiuetion, Stars Richard Denning. Frances 
| Rafferty, Lora Lee Michel. Divected by 
| sherman Seoit. Screenplay by Richerd Sale 
ltrom his evriginal storv: cemerva, Jack 
| Cveenhalgh: editor, Martin Colon "Tyadee 
| shown July 16, 48 Running time, 61 MENS. 
|; Peter Wiggins.......-- ... Richard Denning 
Milen WisGimR. ios ccvececss Frences Refferty 
Tina Wiggins........0> .... Fore Lee Michel 
AT Garrity. .cccccccccccvcccs Reiph Duna 
yvdia Forsythe...v........+.. Nana Rryant 
Freddy Forsythe........---«: Jack Searle 
| Ross Atherton........-..0- .Hevlean? Warde 
I Carolyn Sugar....ece.: Claudia Drake 
fii a a Perera ...Ben Welden 
Routine whodunit never rises 





\above its lightweight cast or hum- 
‘drum story and production. It's 
i strictly lower dual fare for there 
is not a name that is even faintly 
familiar to brighten the marquee. 

Yarn concerns an adopted child 
and problems of a young wedded 
couple (he’s a radio newscaster) to 
retain possession of said brat al- 
‘though they have bad her as their 
own for some seven veers. There Is 
an unsolved murder in the first 
reel, and Qaally it appears that a 
scheming lawyer is at the core of 
several killings in his wild scheme 
to grab the youngster’s fortune. 
There is the basis for a fruitful 
plot in this, but it is slaughtered 
here. ; 

Jerky dialog is cluttered up with 
trite phrases as “open up in there, 
“vou can say that again.” “deliver 
that body to the morgue,” etc. Lora 
Lee Michel, as the 7-year-old 
adopted girl, is too precocious 
though hinting some future poss 
bilities in her less cute scenes. 
Frances Rafferty, as the young 
wife, is a looker but not particule 
larly impressive as ‘an actress. 
Richard’ Denning, the hubby, 
earnest enough but that’s all. 
Ralph Dunn, as the betting private 
sleuth, really breathes some li 
into the scenes in which he ap 
pears. Remainder of cast is undis- 
tinguished. 

Some of the stilted performances 
appear to stem from ordinary A 
recting by Sherman Scott. Jac 





Greenhalgh’s lensing is up 
standard. Wear. 
My Brether’s Keeper 


(BRITISH) 
London, July 14. 

Geneval Film Distributors’ rele«se ef 4: 
Atthur Rank-Gainsborough-Sydnes ne 
production, Stars Jack Warnes, Directed by 
Alfred Roome. Screenplay by Frenk Here 
vey, Jr.. from original story by Maurice 
Wiltshire; editor, Esmond Seal; cameré 
Gorden Lang, Frank Bassill. Ai (deem 
Running time, 96 MINS. 


SOMERS MOFOU soa 0s 0 0 0's + 6008 Jack Warner 
NOPR “ERWIGRCE: voce fice cece os Jane Hylten 
Willie Stannard....seses.---. George Cole 
ETS ane ee Bill Owen 
Ronnie Waring........... David Tomlinser 
Meg Waring.............---- Yvonne Owe 
ENN fi 'vn'y o's anise Raymond Love 
BOM POROUS, 5 os vainccesces Beatrice Varley 
6 BRC ae eee any Veness 
Winnie Foreman.........+--- Brenda Bruce 
MOENEs pc dcinssies ndtiaantexess+.R0ee See 
See POUNNNEM Se iit ccpevoas se John Bester 
NNO bets ks odes tes hoes eh red Gieves 
ces oe OPTS eS Garry Mareb 
MUOOUGN, secbhhiaesanss Wilfrid Hyde- White 





A lack of names to put on the 
marquee is the greatest handicap 
this picture will have in the U. 5- 
market. For though made on 4 
modest budget, it develops a tense 
situation with action and excite 
j (Continued on page 20) 
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MAN-EATER 


OF KUMAON 


starring 


SABU : JOANNE PAGE 


AS “NARAIN” AS “LALI” 
and 


WENDELL COREY 


AS THE HUNTER 


with MORRIS CARNOVSKY 


A UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL RELEASE « Adapta- 
tion by Richord G. Hubler and Alden Nash ® Screen- 
play by Jeanne Bartlett and Lewis Meltzer * Based 
on the book “Man-Eaters of Kumoon” by Jim Corbett 


Directed by Produced by 


BYRON HASKIN - MONTY SHAFF 
in association with FRANK P. ROSENBERG 











The “Exploitation Picture of the Year”... 
piling up“A” grosses in“A” houses. Fourth 
roaring week at the Winter Garden, 
New York! BIG at Keith’s, Baltimore! 
Terrific in five-theatre Los Angeles pre- 
miere ait the Ritz, U.A., Guild, Iris and 
Studio City! Everybody's holding that tiger! 
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Holdovers, Reissues Dull L. A. Albert 
‘Largo’ Terrif at $69,000; ‘Waters 
Shallow 566, ‘Man-Eater’ Fair 306 


Los Angeles, July 20. 

Business here continues on the 
light side, only “Key Largo” mak- 
ing an impression this session. On 
the basis of sock weekend trade, 
“Largo” likely will hit great $69,- 
000 in initial frame at three the- 
atres. Only a mild $56,000 is sight- 


ed for “Deep Waters” in five 
houses. 

Combo of “Fighting Father 
Dunne” and “Strawberry Roan” 


shapes to get slow $32,500 in two 
sites. ‘“Man-Eater of Kumaon” will 
be fair $30,000 in five spots. 
“Dreams Money Can Buy” looks 
smooth $4,000 at the small Esquire. 
Holdovers currently are on the dull 
side. Same is true of reissues. 
Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed No 
Tears” (EL) (2d wk-5 days). Slim 
$1,500. Last week, nice $4,300. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall +G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—‘“Next 
Time We Love” (Indie) and “My 
Man Godfrey” (Indie) (reissues). 
Near $3,000. Last week, ‘Can't 
Take It With You” (Col) and ‘“Pen- 
nies From Heaven” (Col) (reissues), 
mild $3,200. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—“‘Deep Waiters” (20th) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th). Mild $6,- 
500. Last wéek, “Street No Name” 


(20th) and “Here Comes Trouble” | 


(WA) (8d wk), $4,100. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—“‘Deep Waters” (20th) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Street No 
Name” (20th) and “Comes Trouble” 
(UA) (3d wk), neat $9,200. 

Culver (FWC) 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed No 
Tears” (EL) (2d wk-5 days). Near 
$2,000. Last week, oke $4,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “Music 
Man” (Mono). Socko $25,000. Last 
week, “Wallflower” (WB) and “Big 
Punch” (WB), slight $8,200. 
Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 

feld) (872; 60-$1)— ‘Next Time 
Love” (Indie) and “Godfrey” (In- 
die) (reissues). Modest $6,500. Last 
week, “Take With You” (Col) and 
“Pennies Heaven” (Col) (reissues), 
mild $6,400. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) and “Big 
City” (M-G) (2d wk). Light $6,500. 
Last week, fair $10,800. 

El Rey (‘FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed No 
Tears” (EL). Close to $2,000. Last 
week, okay $5,000. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘‘Dreams Money Can Buy” (In- 
die) and “Girl of ,Canal” (Indie). 
Sturdy — $5,000. Last week, 
“Brothers” (U) (2d wk), fair $2,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘“‘Search” (M-G) (3d wk). Over 
$4.500. Last week, nice $5,500. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—“Man- 
Eater Kumaon” (U) and “Guns of 
Hate” (RKO). Slow $3,000. Last 
week, “River Lady” (U) and “Who 
Killed ‘Doc’ Robbin” (UA), slim 


(G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,- 
106; 60-$1)— ‘Next Time Love” 
(Indie) and “Godfrey” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Mild $3,000. Last week, 
“Take With You” (Col) and ‘“Pen- 
nee Heaven” (Col) (reissues), $3,- 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “Music 
Man” (Mono). Big $22,000. Last 
week, “Wallflower” (WB) and “Big 
Punch” (WB), thin $7,500. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—‘“Next Time 
Love” (Indie) and “Godfrey (In- 
die( reissues). Slim $2,500. Last 
week, “Take With You” (Col) and 
“Pennies Heaven” (Col) (reissues), 
light $2,400. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“Man- 
Eater Kumaon” (U) and “Guns 
Hate” (RKO). Modest $3,500. Last 
week, “River Lady” (U) and “ ‘Doc’ 
Robbin” (UA), dim $2,600. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—“Die 
Fledermaus” (Indie) (3d wk). Me- 
= $2,000. Last week, okay $2,- 


Loew’s State (Loew’s-WC) (2,404; 
60-$1)—“‘Deep Waters” (20th) and 
% kered Coat” (20th). Pleasing 
$22,000. Last week, “Street No 
Name” (20th) and “Comes Trouble” 
(UA) (3d wk), pleasing $14,700. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“‘Summer Holiday” (M-G) 
and “Big City’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Finales at $11,000. Last week, light 
$20,300 


Loyola ‘FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— 
“Deep Waters” (20th) and “Check- 
ered Coat” (20th). Fair $7,800. Last 
week, “Street No Name” (20th) and 
“Comes Trouble” (UA) (3d wk), 


‘um (D’town-WC) (2,210; 


(1,145; 60-$1)— | 





, 60-$1)—“Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed | 
'No Tears” (EL) (2d wk-5 days). 
|Near $5,500. Last week, mild $14,- 
700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 
and “Strawberry Roan” (Col). Mild 
$15,000. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Man” (Col) and “Thunderhoof” 
(Col) (4th wk), good $11,200. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
—"“Dream Girl’ (Par) and “Secret 
Service Investigator’ ‘Rep) (2d 
wk). Slow $12,000 or near. Last 
week, modest $15,800. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451: 60-$1)—‘‘Dream Gir!’ (Par) 
(2d wk). Light $7,000. Last week, 
moderate $11,800. 

RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80)—“‘Father Dunne” (RKO) and 
\“Strawberry Roan” (Col). Fair 
| $17,500. Last week, “Fuller Brush” 
(Col) and “Thunderhoof” (Col) (4th 
'wk), neat $11,500. 
| Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—“Man- 
|Eater Kumaon” (U) and “Guns 
|Hate” (RKO). Slow $6,000. Last 
|week, “River Lady” (U) and “Doc’ 


| Robbin” (UA), light $5,000. 
| Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 


i*Man-Eater Kumaon” (U) «and 
\“Guns Hate” (RKO). Near $4,000. 
|Last week, “River Lady” (U) and 
'“Doc’ Robbin” (UA), slow $3,600. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
| $1)—“Man-Eater Kumaon” (U) and 
| “Guns Hate” (RKO). Fine $14,000. 
‘Last week, “River Lady” (U) and 





“Doc’ Robbin” (UA), Moderate 
$10,400. 
Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 


“Deep Waters” (20th) and “Check- 
ered Coat” (20th). Oke $8,000. Last 
week, “Street No Name” (20th) and 


“Comes Trouble” (UA) (3d _ wk), 

light $4,400. 
Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)— 
(EL) and “Shed No 


| Ruthless” 
| Tears” (EL) (2d wk-5 days). Okay 
| $2,500. Last week, good $5,500. 

ilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) and “Big 
| City” (M-G) (2d wk). Moderate 
| $7,000. Last week, medium $11,200. 
| Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
| “Key Largo” (WB) and “Music 
Man” (Mono). Fancy $22,000. Last 
week, “Wallflower” (WB) and “Big 
Punch” (WB), thin $6,800. 


New A&C Lifts Cincy, 
f ’ 
Huge 1726; ‘Seas’ 166, 
6 ? - > 
Street’ Bustling 176 
Cincinnati, July 20. 
City is on a mid-summer theatre 
spree, three fresh bills sparking 
the bulge and bunched for front 
honors. -“Abbott and Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” and “Street With No 
Name” have a slight edge over 
“Romance on High Seas.” Smaller 
capacity of its tenancy is retarding 
the A&C film’s speed with mighty 
support from teenagers. “On Is- 


land With You” and “Emperor 
Waltz” are stoutish holdovers. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
“Street With No Name” (20th). 
Bustling $17,000. Last week, “Up 
in Central Park” (U), sprightly 
$16,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000;2 50-75)— 
“On Island With You” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Swell $9,000 trailing $10,500 
second round. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Wallflower” (WB) and “Big 
Punch” (WB) (reissue). Moderate 
$7,500. Last week, “Flowing Gold” 
(WB) and “God’s Country and 
Woman” (WB) (reissues), $7,000. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—“‘Abbott and Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” (U). Sensational 
$17,500 and second to theatre’s 
modern record held by “Egg and 
'I.” Holds indef. Last week, “Best 








Years” (RKO) (3d wk), pleasing 
$6,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Trail of Vigilantes’ (FC) and 


“Badlands of Dakota” (FC) (reis- 
sues). Okay $6,000. Last week. 
“Mr. Blandings”’ (SRO), 
downtown week, split with “Ghost 
Frankenstein” (U) and “Son of 
Dracula” (™) (reissues), ditto. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Romance on High Seas” (WB). 
Screen bow of Cincy’s Doris Day 
given extra attention by local 
dailies, including blurbs on private 
preview for her mother and rela- 
tives here. Great $16,000 or near. 
Last week, “Four Faces West” 
(UA), average $11,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (m.o.) (2d 
wk). Sweet $7,200 after satisfac- 
tory $8,500 last week. 





third | $2,000 





‘Naked City’ 166, Mont’l 


Montreal, July 20. 
Heavy July heat is knocking 
down biz in most houses despite 
good vacation traffic. “Naked City” | 





; looks best of newcomers, being at | 
Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 34-64)-— 
“Homecoming” ‘(M-G)} (2d wk). 
Down to $10,000 after smash opener 
Capitol (C.T.) 


(2,412; + 30-57)—| 
“Naked City” (U). Big ‘$16,000. | 
Last week, “Meant for Me (20th), | 


$9,500. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 30-57)—| 
“Place of One’s Own” (EL). Mild | 
$7,000. Last week, “Bride Goes | 
Wild” (M-G), $6,000. } 

Princess (C.T.) (2,205; 26-45)— 
“Great Waltz’ (M-G) (m.0o.) and 
“Heart of Virginia” (Rep). Mild 


$6,000 or over. Last week, “April | 
Showers” (WB) and “Waterfront at | 
Midnight” (Par), same. | 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-42)— 
“Voice of Turtle” (WB) and “Blon- 
die’s Reward” (Col). Thin $3,500. 
Last week, “Sitting Pretty” (20th) 
and “Madonna of Desert” (Rep), | 
$3,000. 





‘Parade’ Mighty $45,000 Paces Hub: 


‘House Builds Tall 256, Dunne’ 176 





a 


Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ..... $2,791,401 
(Based on 20 cities, 190 
theatres, chiefly first runs, m- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .. . $2,846,900 
(Based on 22 cities, 199 
theatres). 











Roots Sockeroo 
$36,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, July 20. 
Launched with a four-star worid 
premiere, and_ elaborate bally, 
“Tap Roots” is the choice here this 


week. For its bow-in at the Gold- 
man, “Roots” planted $36,000 in 





Street’ Lively. 
$40,000 Tops Det. 


Detroit, July 20. 

Slim film fare this week will 
bring thin returns at most spots. 
Of the few new pictures, “Street 
With No Name” at Fox will be easy 
coin-getter. ‘‘Easter Parade,” at 
the Adams, also shapes well. “On 
Island With You” looks big on 
second week at Michigan. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— | 


“Easter Parade” (M-G). Stout 
$17,000. Last week, “Fighting 
Father Dunne” (RKO) and “Bush 


Christmas” (U) (2d wk), fair 
$7,000. 

Art Cinema (Marten) (459: 60- 
90)—“‘Magic Bow” (Indie) and 
“Years Between” (Indie). Im- 


proved $3,500. Last week, “Will 


It Happen Again?” (Indie), $3,000. | 


Broadway - Capitol (U-D) (3,300; 
70-95)—“On Merry Way” (UA) and 
“Best Man Wins” (Col). Yanked 


after 4 days with $6,000. Last 
week, “Fighting Seabees’ (Rep) 
and “Flying Tigers” (Rep) (re- 


issues), so-so $9,000. 


Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95)—‘“‘Seven Sinners” (EL) and 
“Sutter’s Gold” (EL) (reissues). 
Fair $7,000. Last week, “Gung 
Ho” (U) and “Eagle Squadron” 
(U) (reissues) (2d wk), trim $6,000. 

Fox (Fox - Michigan) (5,100; 70- 
95)—‘‘Street With No Name” (20th) 
and “Adventures Silverado” (Rep). 


Solid $40,000. Last week, “Give 
Regards Broadway” (20th) and 
“Arizona Ranger’ (RKO), okay 
$24,000. 


Michigan (U-D) (4,039; 70-95)— 
“On Ishand With You” (M-G) and 
“Speed to Spare” (Par) (2d wk). 
Very good $18,000 compared to 
stout $26,000 opening stanza. 


Palms-State (U-D) (2,716; 70-95) | 
and | 


—‘‘Coroner Creek” (Col) 
“French Leave” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Surprising $15,000 after excellent 
$18,000 opening week. 

United Artists (U-D) (2,976; 70- 
95)—“Emperor Waltz’ (Par) (Sd 
wk). Good $16,000 after big $24,- 
000 second round. 


‘Street’ Lusty $11,000, 
Seattle; ‘Park’ $6,500 


Seattle, July 20. 
Theatres are not doing so well 
for.the most part here this week. 
One of few exceptions is “Street 
With No Name,” brisk at the Para- 
mount. “Emperor Waltz” is solid | 
for third week at Music Hall. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) and) 
“Waterfront at Midnight” (Par) 
{m.o.). Slow $3,000. Last week, “‘Re- 
gards Broadway” (20th) and “Coun- 
terfeiters” (20th) (3d wk), in 6 days, 





’ 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—‘“Letter Unknown Woman” (U) 
and “Are You With It” (U) Dull 
$6,000. Last week, “Merry Way” 
(UA) and “Olympic Cavalcade” 
(UA), moderate $7,200. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)—_| 
“Deep Waters” (20th) and “Check-| 
ered Coat” (20th) (m.o.). Fair 
$3,500. Last week, “Remember | 
Mama” (RKO) and “Rusty” (Col) 





the boxoffice till, a figure reached 
‘only once before at this house. 


| Good weather over the weekend 
| brought out patrons. ‘Easter Pa- 
rade” is marching right along at 
the Mastbaum. “Street With No 
| Name” clocked up a strong third 
| week at the Fox and ‘Paradine 
| Case” is solid at the Boyd. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)— 
“Man of Evil” (UA). Weak $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Fighting Father 
Dunne” (RKO), $8,500. 
| Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)—“On 
‘Merry Way” (UA). Very strong 
| $6,000. Last week, “All My Sons” 
(U), $4,500. 
| _ Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Para- 
| dine Case” (SRO) (3d wk). Solid 
| $22,000 or near. Last week, $26,700. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-94)——“Un- 
Mild $15,600. 
| Last week, “Pirate” (M-G), $14,900. 
| Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)——“Street 
With No Name” (20th) (3d _ wk). 
Nice $16,000. Last week, $21,600. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
94)—“Tap Roots” (U). Giant $36,- 
000 for preem week. Last week, 
“Island With You” (M-G) (4th wk), 
| trim $14,500. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
|'—“Berlin Express” (RKO). Stout 
' $15,000. Last week, “Summer 
Holiday” (M-G), $4,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—‘‘Letter Unknown Woman” (U). 
Thin $5,000. Last week, “Regards 
to Broadway” (20th), $3,000 for 5 


days. 
Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 
Fair $5,500. 


| conquered” (Par). 


“Raw Deal’ ‘EL). 
Last week, “Ruthiess” (EL), $4,000. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 





“EaSter Parade” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Big $33,000. Last week, sock 
$43,800. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 


|“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (5th wk). 


| Still fine at $15,000. Last week, 
| $19,000. 
| Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)— 


“Are You With It” (U). Dim $8,000. 
_Last week@ “Coroner Creek” (Col) 
| (2d wk), $8,500. 





“BAD MEN’ GOOD 1536, 
PROV.; ‘PARADE’ 226 


Providence, July 20. 

Too many people are at the 
beaches hereabouts but some spots 
are getting a modest play. “Return 
of Bad Men” and “Easter Parade” 
look toppers. ~ 

Estimates for This Week 
: Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
‘Return of Bad Men” (RKO) and 
“Bill and Coo” (RKO). Fast 
$15,500. Last week, “Central 
Park” (U) and “Secret Service In- 
vestigator” (Rep), $11,000. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“All My Sons) (U) and “King of 
Gamblers” (Reo) (2d run). So-so 
$3,000. Last week, “Give Regards 
Broadway” (20th) and “13 Lead 
Soldiers” (20th), $4,000. ‘ 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Flowing Gold’ (WB) and “God's 
Country and Woman” (WB) (re- 
issues). Fair $5,000. Last week, 
‘Panhandle” (Mono) and “Jinx 
Money” (Mono), same. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)-— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) and 

For You I Die” (WB). Nice 
$15,000. Last week, ““All My Sons” 
(U) and “King of Gafnblers” (Rep), 
solid $18,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65)— 
“Easter Parade’ (M-G). Neat 
$22,000. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Man” (Col) and “Adventures Sil- 
verado” (Col), $18,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 





(6th wk), swell $3,600.  Seuee ee es: (Par) and “Big 
| Town ” 

ceptor Wai Bis Mg, Monday AB) Last week, Em 

(Continued on page 47) 1 85.000 Temes (Par) (3d wk), stout 


| Millie” 


Boston, July 20. 

Biz around the Hub has snapped 
out of doldrums with two new. 
comers doing sock biz. “Easter 
Parade” at State and Orpheum 
looks standout with “Mr. Bland- 
‘ings’ at Memorial a great runner. 
; up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycocks) (1,300; 40-80) 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) and “Kings 
of Olympics” (UA). Oke $4,700 for 
third week, after $5,200 for see. 
ond. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80) 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 
and “Arizona Ranger” (RKO). Fair 
$17,000. Last week, “Mating of 
(Col) and “Strawberry 
Roan” (Col), $19,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75) 
“Holiday Camp” (U) and “Clouds 
Over Europe” (Indie). Average 
$4,000. Last week, “October Man” 
(EL) and “Vacation From Mare- 
riage’ (Indie) (2d wk), $3,500. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 48-80)— 
“Deep Waters”. (20th) and “Jinx 
Money” (Mono) (2d wk). Mild 
$4,800 after $5,100 for first. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Mr. Blandings” (SRO) and “Ma- 
donna of Desert” (Rep). Very 
strong $25,000. Last week, “Up In 


Central Park” (U) and ‘Stage 
Struck” (Mono), $23,000 in nine 
days. 


Metropolitan: (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—‘Romance High Seas” (WB) and 


“Checkered Coat” (Indie). Okay 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Emperor 
Waltz” (Para) and “Big Town 


Scandal” (Para) (2d wk), neat $21,- 
000. Dr. I. Q. on stage Monday 
nights 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) Boff $36, 
000. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Man” (Col) and “Adventures Sil- 
verado” (Col), nice $21,500. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80) 
—"“Deep Waters” (20th) and “Jinx 


Money” (Mono) (2d wk). Nice 
$11,500 after good $14,500 first. 
State ‘Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 


“Easter Parade ” (M-G). Very nice 
$15,000. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Man” (Col) and ‘‘Adventures Sil- 
verado” (Col), $13,000. 


Mpls. Better as Heat 
Breaks; ‘Feudin’ Torrid 
126, ‘House’ Huge 206 


Minneapolis, July 20. 

Break in protracted torrid wave 
is helping grosses here some but 
not enough. Biz still is flirting 
with rock bottom. There’s again 
a minimum of major newcomers. 
Lone important entries are “Mr. 
Blanding,” ‘Noose Hangs High” 
and “Feudin,’ Fussin’.” Exceptions 
among holdovers are high-stepping 
“Fuller Brush Man” and “Em- 
peror Waltz.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (m.o). 
Good $7,000 after 2 great Radio 
City weeks. Last week, ‘“Hatter’s 
Castle” (Par), $8,000. 

Gopher (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Stole a Million” (Indie) and 
“Can't Cheat An Honest Man” (In- 
die) (reissues). Light $2,500. Last 
week, “Sintown” (Indie) and ‘Rio’ 
(Indie) (reissues), slow $2,700. 

Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,900; 50- 
70)\—“The Pirate” (M-G) (3d_wk). 
Fair $4,000 after satisfactory $5,000 
second week. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘Hat- 
ter’s Castle” (Par) (m.o). Mild 
$5,500. Last week, “Lady from 
Shanghai” (Col) (2d wk), fair 
$5,000 


Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 

Mr. Blandings” (SRO). Huge $20,- 
000. Last week, “Emperor Waltz” 
(Par) t2d wk), good $13,000 after 
sensational $22,000 initial stanza. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 
20-70) — “Feudin’, Fussin’” (U). 
Helped by personal appearances of 
Marjorie Main, Joe Besser, Shelley 
Winters, others. Healthy $12,000. 
Last week, “Up in Central Park 
(U), light $8,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70) 
—“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (5th 
wk). Sock $6,000 after great $9,000 
fourth week. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL). Abbott 
& Costello have considerable local 
following, but moderate $10,000 
looks all. Last week, “Black Bart 
(U), $9,000. : 
._Uptewn (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 
‘Fort Apache” (RKO). First nabe 
showing. Mild $3,500- Last week, 





“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G), okay 
$4,500. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 
“Central Park” (U) (m.o.). Slow 





$2,000. Last week, “Silver River” 
(WB) (2d wk), mild $2,200. 


/ 
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Waltz’-Cats Huge $70,000, Chi Ace; 
Vaughn Tilts ‘Jane’ Handsome 606, 
‘Way’ Merry 216, ‘Mama’ Stout 236 





Chicago, July 20. + 


Loop grosses are up sharply this | 
week under the impetus of six new | 
strong entries. “Emperor Waltz,” | 
at Chicago, opened with holdouts | 
throughout the day. With the aid | 
of Harmonicats topping stagebill, | 
it looks sock $70,000. Oriental | 
brought in Vaughn Monroe band 
plus “I. Jane Doe” and should | 
garner handsome $60,000. 

“I Remember Mama” looks like | 
fine $23.000 at Palace. Two re- | 
issues, “Four Feathers” and! 
“Drums,” at Grand may do strong | 
with $13,000. “On Our Merry | 
Way” is giving the United Artists | 
a great $21,000 in view. Garrick’s | 
doubie bill, “Biack Arrow” and | 
“Adventures in Silverado” should | 
capture par $9,500. “Mickey” | 
shapés trim $15,009 at Roosevelt. | 

“Paradine Case” at the Woods | 
leads the second-weekers with sock | 


$30,000, extra staunch since Woods | . 


is onlv Loop house, running, at | 
straight 98c. World ends four) 
weeks of “Bill and Coo” and “Cage 
of Nightingales” with tidy $2,500. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B& K) (1,400; 50-98)— 
“Deep Waters” (20th) (2d wk). 
Light $10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Chicago (B & K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) plus Har- 
monicats on stage. Thunderous 
$.0.000. Last week, “Green Grass” 


(20th' (2d wk) with Peggy Lee 
p.a., $50,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85)— 


“Black Arrow” (Col) and “Adven- 
ture in Silverado” (Col). Par 
$9.500. Last week, “Happened One 
Night” (Col) and “Only Angels 
Wings” (Col) (reissues), $8,500. 


Grand (RKO) (1.500; 50-98)— 
“Four Feathers” (UA) and 
“Drums” (UA) (reissues). Neat 


$13.000. Last week, “Part of For- 
est” (U) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3.400; 50-98) 
—‘I, Jane Doe” (Rep) with 
Vaughn Monroe orch on stage. 
Great $60.000. Last week, “Dan- 
gerous Years” (20th) plus Dick 
Haymes in person, $52,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-93)— 
“Remember Mama” (RKO). Solid 
$23,000. Last week, “Central Park” 
(U) (2d wk), $13,000. ~° 

Roosevelt (B & K) (1,500; 50-98) 
—“Mickey” (EL). Trim $15,000. 
Last week. “Coroner Creek” (Col) 
(2d wk). $12,500. : 

State-Lake (B & K) (2.700: 50-98) 
—“Romance High Seas” (WB) (2d 
wk). Thin $15,000. Last week, 
$19.000. 

United Artists “B& K) (1.700; 
50-98'\—""On Merry Way” (UA). 
Great $21,000. Last week. “B. F.’s 


Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk), nice 
$16.500. 
Weods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 


“Paradine Case” (SRO) (2d_ wk). 
Sharp $30,000. Last week. $39.000. 

World (Indie) (587: 77)—“Bill 
and Coo” (Rep) and “Cage of 
Nightingales” (Indie) (4th wk). Oke 
$2,500. Last week, $2,800. 


Indpls. Slow Excepting 
‘Parade, Wham $22,000 


Indianapolis, July 20. 

Firstrun film biz is lopsided here 
this stanza. “Easter Parade,” at 
Loew’s, is getting sock biz, but four 
other pix are mild. “Romance on 
High Seas” at Indiana and “Letter | 
From Unknown Woman” at Circle 
are disappointing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gambie-Dolle) (2,800; 44-_ 
65)—"“Letter Unknowo Woman” 
(ui and “Are You With It” (U). | 
Slow $8,000. Last week, “Hazard” | 
(Par) yt Madness” (FC), 

ild $9,000. 
em (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)—— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) and 
“Blonde Ice” (FC). Tepid $9,000. 
Last week, “Emperor Waltz” (Par) 
(2d wk), $9,500 added to nifty $17,- | 
000 first week’s take. = 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
“Anna Karenina” (20th) and “Song 
of Heart” (Mono). Bare $3.000. 
Last week, “Carnegie Hall” (UA), 


i oe (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G). Terrific 
$22.000. Recofd opening day at 
regular scale. Last wee i * 
Merry Way” (UA) and “Jassy” (U), | 











‘ oke $12 


Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—“T, | 
Jane Doe” (Rep) and “Secret Ser- | 
vice Investigator” (Rep). Moderate | 
$5,000. Last week, “Adventures | 
Casanova” (EL) and “Enchanted | 
Valley” (EL), $4,500. 


Ls Lady 


Scales Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . 
(Baseg on 16 theatres) 
Last Year . . $666,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 


_ 


‘Seas Runs High 
In Denver, $21,000 


Denver, July 20. 


“Romance High Seas’ shapes 
nice in three theatres this week, 
but “Homecoming” is compara- 
tively bigger in one spot. “Best 
Years” is getting a fifth week as is 
‘Emperor Waltz.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL) and 
“Assigned to Danger” (EL) (m.o.). 
Fair $3,000. Last week, “Canon 
City” (EL) and “Lady at Midnight” 
(EL), big $5,000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—‘“Best Years” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Good $8,000. Holds again. Last 
week, $9,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
—‘“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (4th wk). 
Fine $10,000, and holding. .Last 
week, $12,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) and 
“Winner’s Circle’ (20th), day-date 
with Esquire, Webber. Solid $16,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Noose 
Hangs High” (EL) and “Assigned 
to Danger” (EL), same. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; . 35-74)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) and 
“Winner’s Circle” (20th), also Den- 
ver, Webber. Fair $2,500. Last 
week, “Noose Hangs High” (EL) 
and “Assigned to Danger” (EL), 
$2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Big $21,000. 
Holds over. Last week, “Fort 
Apache” (RKO) and “Open Secret” 
(EL) (2d wk), $10,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35274)— 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Lady at 
Midnight” (EL) (2d wk). Mild 
$8,000. Last week, big $17,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) and 
“Winner's Circle”’*(20th), also Den- 
ver, Esquire. Fair $2,500. . Last 
week, “Canon City” (EL) and 
at Midnight” (EL), big 


$835,500 








$4,000 

‘Easter’ Hotter Than 

St. Loo Heai, $25,000; 
‘Dude’ Modest $18,000 


~ §$t. Louis, July 20. 

“Easter Parade” is hotter with 
natives than the tepid weather 
and is easily spread-eagling the 
field with the best‘ biz for any of 
the big houses in many weeks. 
“The Dude Goes West” is in the 
runnerup slot. Holdovers pre- 
dominated this session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F & M) (3.000; 50- 
75)—‘Fuller Brush Man” (Col) 
and “Trapped by Boston Blackie” 
(Col) (2d wk). Nice $17,000 after 
sock $23,000 first session. 

Fox (&M)? (5.000; 50-75)— 
“Dude Goes West” (Mono) and 
“Smart Woman” (Mono). Mild 
$18,000. Last week. “Raw Deal” 





(EL) and “Lady at Midnight” (EL) | 


very good $22,500. 

Loew's (Loew) (3.172: 50-75)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G). Sock $25.- 
000. Last week, “Summer Hoiiday” 
(M-G) and ‘“‘Letter Unknown Wo- 
man” (U), $18,000. 

Missouri (F & M) (3,500: 50-75) 
—‘Fort Apache” (RKO) and 


“Romance High Seas” (WB) (m.o.). | 


Nice $8,000. Last week. “Romance 

High Seas” (WB) and “The Hunt- 

ed” (Mono) (m.o.), $6,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 


“On Island with You” (M-G) and | 


“Murder in Reverse” (Ind) (m.o.) 
(2d wk). Fine $6,000 after neat 
$9,000 first stanza. 

St. Louis (F & M) (4,000; 50-60) 


—‘Silver River” (WB) and “Fur- | 


nace Creek” (20th) (2d run). Oke 
$6,000. Last week, “Rose Washing- 
ton Square” (20th) and “Slave 
Ship” (20th) (reissues), $5,000. 


Shubert (1,500; 40-60) — “Em-— 


eror Waltz” (Par) and “Shaggy” 
‘Par (m.o.) (2d wk). Okay $4,500 
following good $5,500 first week. 


Mills Bros.-Dunham Lift 
‘Texas’ $20,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, July 20. 

Mills Bros. and Sonny Dunham 
band on the stage is boosting “Man 
From Texas’’ to a big session at 
the Orpheum. “Romance on High 
Seas” looks nice at Paramount. 
“Fuller Brush Man,” in second 
week is okay at Brandeis. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
80)\—“‘Man From Texas” (EL) 
with Mills Bros., & Sonny Dunham 
orch on stage. Big $20,000 via stage 
fare. Last week, “Feudin’, Fussin’,” 
(U) and “Waterfront Midnight” 
(Par), nice $12,700 at 16-65c scale. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800: 16- 
65)\—“‘Romance High Seas” (WB). 
Good $10,000. Last’ week, “Best 
Years” (RKO), $10,800. 


State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Rolling along at big $4.000. Last 
week, $4,600. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—“Feudin’, Fightin’’” (U) (m.o.) 
and “Arthur Takes Over” (20th). 
Good $9,000. Last week, “Em- 
peror Waltz’ (Par) (m.o.) and 


“Speed to Spare” (Par), solid $10,- 
0008 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (2d wk) 
and “Port Said” (Col) (1st run). 
Fine $8,000. Last week, terrific 
$10,000. 


Easter a Parade 

In L ville, $28,000 
3 
Louisville, July 20. 

Superlatives are in order this 
week because Loew’s State is 
knocking them cold with “Easter 
Parade.” It’s the biggest thing 
here in some time, and drawing 
despite mid-summer conditions. 
Biz at the other houses is spotty. 
“Miracle of Bells” at Rialto is 
okay, and “Fury Furnace Creek” 
at Strand is doing nicely. Summer 


musical shows at Iroquois Amphi- 
theatre ate drawing near capacity 


biz. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200: 
45-65)—“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (3d 
(Continued on page 47) 


‘ ? 
Bad Men’ Fast $14,000, 
Wash.; ‘Waltz’ Big 256 
Washington, July 20. 

Two musicals are doing sock 
trade to get patrons away from 
parks and the nabes, and hypoing 
biz all along the main stem. Both 
“Emperor Waltz” at Warnet and 
“Easter Parade” at Loew's Palace 
are pushing them through the turn- 
stiles in near-record numbers. Cer- 
tainly the best at either house for 
many months. “Return of Bad 
Men” also is strong at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ca (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) plus vaude. At- 
traction of Jim Davis, ex-Governor 
of Louisiana, on stage, with his 
hillbilly band helping to keep this 
at good $24,000. Last week, “On 
Island With You” (M-G) (2d wk), 
plus vaude, okay $21,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263: 44-70) 
—‘Street With No Name” (20th) 
(m.o.). Firm $7,000 for third con- 
secutive downtown week. 
week, “Gallant Legion” (Rep), dis- 
appointing $6,000 for first run. 

t (F. W. Mann) (440; 50- 
85)—“The Idiot” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Holding well at $3,000 after good 
$3,500 last week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.939: 44-74)— 
“Return of Bad Men” (RKO). 
| Strong $14,000. Last week, “Best 
Years” (RKO) (2d wk), nice $9,000 
at pop prices. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1.163; 44-70) 
—‘Noose Hangs High” (EL). Hot 
$8,500 for this smallseater. Last 
week, “Romance High Seas” (WB) 
| (m.o.), nice $7,000. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
|“Easter Parade” (M-G). 











Last | for third. Goes a fifth. 


Largo Basie Record $80,000, B'way; 


Temporary break in heat wave 
and launching of two strong bills 
are giving Broadway firstrun thea- 
tres a much-needed hypo this sea- 
son. Heavy rains last week and 
scattered rainfall on other days 
before the close of the current 
week were refiected in stronger 
trade. 

Pacing the new product is the 
Strand, with “Key Largo” and 
stageshow headed by Count Basie 
band and Billie Holiday, first week 
representing a complete turnabout 
to recent laggard weeks at that 
house. This strong combo opened 
with best first-day at Strand in 
more than 18 months and seems 
sure of hitting $80,000 or over, 
new all-time record. House tilted 
scale to $1.75 and got in six stage- 
shows Saturday and five on Sun- 
day. 

Also of sock proportions is the 
Roxy’s initial week with “Street 
With No Name,” plus Cab Callo- 
way, Jackie Miles, Vivian Blaine 
and iceshow on stage. Likely will 
do $120,000 or better, best here 
in some time. 


Gotham, too, is doing better with 
“Mickey” and personal of Lois But- 
ler, star of film, with very trim 
$10,000 opening week. Holds, be- 
ing first picture to stay over here 
in weeks. 


“Canon City” is holding up sur- 
prisingly well in face of new com- 
petition, with sturdy $23,000 or 
close in second frame at Criterion. 


“Foreign Affair” is still drawing 
well with $71,000 in third session 
at Paramount, and likely will stay 
over two more weeks. “Emperor 
Waltz” continues displaying marked 
stamina with $130,000 in sight for 
fifth week at Music Hall, insuring 
a sixth round. 


“Easter Parade” also is showing 
steady strength in big-coin brackets 
with about $55,000 likely at the 
State. “Raw Deal” looks fairly 
steady with $11,000 at Victoria in 
second week. 


“Ft. Apache” with Lena Horne 
topping stage bill still is solid at 
$71,000 for fourth frame at Capitol. 
Straight filmers. elsewhere are 
down rather sharply, with the 
Globe holding “Furnace Creek” 
only five days of second week and 
bringing in “Deep Waters” tomor- 
row (Thurs.). L 

“So Evil My Love” supplants 
“Crusades” at Rivoli also tomor- 


row. 

World preem of “Babe Ruth 
Story” 1s set for Monday (26) at 
Astor. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (City Iny.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—Melody Time” (RKO) (8th wk). 
,Down to $12,000 in current week 
ending today (Wed.) after $15,500 
for seventh. “Babe Puth Story” 
(Mono) opens July 26 with world 
preem for this baseball opus. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—-“Ft. Apache” (RKO) with Lena 
Horne, Skinnay Ennis orch, top- 
ping stagebill (4th wk). Holding 
niceiy at $71,000 after solid $86,000 
“Island 
With You” (M-G) opens July 29. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 70-$1.- 
85)—“‘Canon City” (EL) (3d wk). 
Initial holdover stanza ended last 
(Tues.) night held up to sturdy 

23,000 or near, after fancy $29.- 

opener. May stay a fourth. 

Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Furnace Creek” (20th) (2d-final 
wk). Off to $7,500 in four days 
after mild $14,500 opener. “Deep 
Waters” (20th) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1 20) 
| —‘Mickey” (EL). First week end- 





| ing next Friday (23) going to big — 


' $10,000, or a bit under, 


Street’ -Cab-Miles-Blaine Sock 1206, 
‘Waltz’ Fast 1306, Sth: Canon’ 236, 2d 


wk). Still up in blue chips with 
$130,000 after big $141,000 for 
fourth frame. Stays a sixth and 
possibly longer. 

Rialte (Mage) (594; 44-99)— 
“Drums” (FC) (reissue) (2d wk). 
In stanza ending tomorrow (Thurs.) 
likely will get $8,500, fine, after 
$12,000 in first. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60- 
$1.25)—"‘Crusades” (Par) (reissue) 
(3d wk-6 days). Slipping sharply to 
$14,000, and stays only six days, 
with “So Evil Love” (Par) 
opening tomorrow (Thurs.). “Cru- 
sades” hit ffne $22,000 in second. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Street With No Name” (20th) plus 
Cab Calloway, Jackie Miles, Vivian 
Blaine’ and iceshow with Carol 
Lynne on stage (2d wk). First 
session ended last (Tues.) night 
soared to great $120,000 or near, 
combo of well-regarded film and 
strong stage layout spelling this 
coin. Third week, “Regards to 
Broadway” (20th) with iceshow and 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis head- 
ing stageshow was $72,000. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Third round ended last (Tues.) 
night sti:l was solid at $55,000 after 
a>? eens for second. Continues 
ndef. 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
“Key Largo” (WB) and stageshow 
headed by Count Basie orch, Billie 
Holiday. Strong stage-screen combo 
lifting this to new all-time record 
of $80,000 or over. In ahead, third 
week of “Romance High Seas” 
(WB) with Bob Crosby orch top- 
ping stagebill only $27,000, very 

n. 


Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70- 
$1.50)— ‘Raw Deal” (EL) (2d wk). 
Second f ending today (Wed.) 
won't be far from first week’s pace 
geod $17.000 opener. Stays on 
good $18,000 opener. Stays on 
with house shuttering Aug. 1 for 
complete renovation. 


Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 55- 
$1.25)—“Man-Eater of Kumaon” 
(U) (3d wk). Third stanza winding 
up today (Wed.) will hit $10,000 or 
near after very nice $16,000 for 
second. 


K.C. Heat Lets Up, Biz 
Perks; ‘Parade’ Giant 
$30,000, ‘Bad Men’ 116 


Kansas City, July 20. 

Hats here are off to “Easter 
Parade” showing solo at Midland 
with giant $30,000. It’s the entry 
of the week which otherwise is 
strictly mediocre. “Return of Bad 
Men” at the Orpheum looks solid 
$11,000. Frequent rains have 
broken the heat wave somewhat. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Old Los Angeles” (Rep) and 
“Timber Trail” (Rep). Good $4,000. 
Last week, “Will it Happen 
Again” (FC) and “Argyle Secrets” 
(FC), $5,000. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—‘Easter Parade” (M-G). House 
to single feature with this, and 
smash $30,000 looms. Last week. 
“Summer Holiday” ‘(M-G) and 
“Sign of Ram” (Col), steady 
$15,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65)— 
‘Return of Bad Men” (RKO) and 
“Song of My Heart” (Mono). Solid 
$11,000. Last week, “Fighting Fa- 
ther Dunne” (RKO) and “Arizona 








‘r, being “Emperor Waltz” 
Despite helped by personal of Lois Butler,| Holding its own at $8,500 being 


nll (RKO), good $14,000 in 9 
ays. 

- Paramount (Par) (1.900; 45-65)— 
(Par) (3d wk). 


lukewarm reception from crix, star of film. Holds. In ahead, “Old | helped by preview Friday. Last 


crowds are braving heat wave to 
pack the house to tune of sockeroo 
$30,000. Last week, “Street With 
No Name” (20th) (2d wk), good 
$16.000. 

(WB) 


Warner 

|“Emperor Waltz’ (Par). Smash 
| $25,000, best here in many months. 
Last week, “Dream Girl” (Par). 
so-so $13,509. 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20°7 tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing precentage. hence the 
| estimated figures are net in- 
;/ come. 

The renthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated. 
gag the U. S. amusement 








| Los Angeles” (Rep), $7,000. 

| Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.- 
| 25)—“Time of Life” (UA) (8th 
| wk). Current frame ending today 
'(Wed.) looks okay $11.000 . after 


(2.154: 44-74)— | $14,000 for seventh week. “Return 


|of Bad Men” (RKO) opens Aug. 4. 
| Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95)— 
“River Lady” (U) and “Letter Un- 
known Woman” (U) (2d runs). Fair 
$10,500 looms after $11,500 for 
“Mr. Biandings” (SRO) (2d run) 
and “Panhandle” (Mono) (Ist run), 
| Paramount (Par) (3.664; 55-$1.- 


50)—‘Foreign Affair’ (Par) 


week $11,000. 

- Rexy (Durwood) (900; 45-65'— 
“Shaggy” (Par) and “Big Town 
Scandal” (Par). Reguiar $4,000. 
Last week. “Belle of Yukon” 
(Indie) and “Casanova Brown” 


(Indie), average $3,500. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
—*Another Part Forest” (U). Fair- 
ish $12,000. Last week, “Street 
with No Name” (20th), nifty $21,- 





000 in 10 days. 





plus | 
Jo Stafford, Sam Donahue orch, | 
Georgie Kaye (4th wk). Third ses- | 


Galveston Pier House 
Galveston. 


| sion ended last (Tues.) night doing | Pier Theatre Corp. is construct- 


nicely with $71,000, 


especially |ing an open air, 


over-the-water 


| good in view of new entries: sec- ' theatre at the end of Pleasure Pier 


ond was big $82,000. May go two! here. 


| more weeks. 


Reported to be the only 
‘theatre of its type on the Gulf of 


| Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- | Mexico, it will seat 1,000. Louise 
| fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)\—“Emperor | A. Stjepcevich is head of the group 
‘ Waltz” (Par) with stageshow (5th | building the house. 
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1 ondon-bou! | from Jamaica 
her missionary husband, Otivia 
a malaria victim, artist Mark Bellis (Ray Mill 








and says: ‘It will put you 
through an emotional 
wringer. A superior, extra- 
ordinary thriller . . . easns 
your applause... for being 
the best production released 
this July. I salute this fine 
piece of work.” 
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Old Hindu Customs 


at Basis For 


Sharp Censorship of U. S. Films 





_ 


Bombay, July 10. + 


Large, number of important 
Yank films recently shipped to 
India are facing a blanket ban or 
mutilation because of the imposi- 
tion of probably the strictest cen- 
sorship in the world. Stringent 
regulations have been gradually 
clamped on film imports ever since 
the country obtained its independ- 
ence and divided with Pakistan. 
This development is a direct re- 


versal from the former administra- 


tion by the British, which exercised | Film 


f 


US. indie to Preduce Twe 
| Bilingual Pix in Vienna 
| Vienna, July 10. 
Transworld Film, an indepen- 
ident American distributing firm, is 
| contemplating production of two 
| bilingual films here which would 
roll late this year. Pictures are 
| slated to be done in English and 
German. 
Proposed work is to be done in 


association with Austrian Star 
In an effort to finalize ar- 


an easy hand in censorship mat- | rangements with the latter com- 


ters. 


American films are faced by an 
almost impossible burden to meet 
the requirements. For instance, the 
latest regulation in effect rules out 
depiction of well-dressed actors 
and actresses in films. This stric- 
ture fits in with the Indian gov- 
ernment’s aim to have its inhabit- 
ants use homespun goods or, at 
least, that made in native mills. 
Government fears stress on fash- 
ionable dress in films will cause a 
buying wave on imported goods. 

Regulations against showing 
film characters drinking are almost 
fantastically drastic. As Hindus 
traditionally do not drink, Ameri- 
can films which show a bottle of 
liquer or an empty wine glass are 
out. Any scene which portrays ac- 
tion in a restaurant or bar is ng. 
even if the players themselves are 
not drinking. 

Kissing or any form of petting 
is tabu. Therefore, the classic Hol- 
lywoodian ending is generally 
missing before a film gets the okay. 
Any form of undress by a woman 
—and that could mean an evening 
gown—gets thé gate by Indian 
censors. 

Strangely, enough, Paramount’s 
“Lost Weekend” which showed 
rivers of liquor passing down Ray 
Milland’s gullet, was okayed. That 
was because the film played up the 
evil effects of tippling. 


JAP SHOW BIZ UNIONS 
IN ANTI-COMMY MOVE 





| pany, 


Transworld representative 
Robert Haggiag arrived here last 
week. It’s understood he expects 
to remain in town about a month. 


Shanghai Musicians Win 
100%, Pay Tilt; Nitery 
Artists Get Ne Boost 


Shanghai, July 8. 

Threatened strike of Shanghai 
Musicians’ Federation never ma- 
terialized because employers ‘capit- 
ulated and granted all demands, 
including a 100% hike in salaries 
for ballroom and cabaret jivesters, 
and a 50% boost for musicians em- 
ployed in restaurants. About this 
time last year the union demanded 
a substantial raise, was refused and 
struck for nine days. Then the 
employers gave in, after vainly 
trying to carry on with fourth- 
class Chinese bands, juke , boxes 
and canned music. . 

“Pay of average bandsman now 
is about U. S. $25, or Chinese 
$100,000,000. Bureau of Social Af- 
fairs of the .city tried to bluff 
federation by threatening to jail 
any members who went on 
strike Jose Contreras, president 
of the federation, would not be 
bluffed. A Filipino, he appealed 
to the local Filipino Consulate and 
was assured of support and protec- 
tion. Social Affairs Bureau re- 
taliated by ordering the Chinese 
branch of the federation to with- 
draw from organization. This was 





done, but the Chinese boys lent 





Tokyo, July 6. 
Twenty Japanese film and the- 


their moral support to the for- 
eign musicians. 





atrical unions, including locals 
from both the National Motion Pic- 
ture and Stage Workers Union. and 
its rival All-Japan Motion Picture 
and Stage Workers Union, met this 
week to organize an anti-com- 
munist Motion Picture and Stage 
Reconstruction Democratic League. 

A statement released at the in- 
augural meeting lists these league 
objectives: (a) democratic recon- 
struction of the film and stage in- 
dustry, (b) the ensuring of labor 
union integrity, (c) rejection of 
communist factions, and (d) united 
efforts to accelerate recovery of 
production. 


Cantor Accepts Bid 
For Stockholm Airer 





Unfortunately for nitery artists, 
they have no union-and are few in 
numbers, therefore must accept the 
low pay offered or else. A trio is 
lucky to- receive the equivalent of 
U. S. $3 per night. 


Yank Distribs 


Continued from page 6 


Sessions Monday were the first 
in almost three weeks by company 
toppers. They had previously been 
meeting once or twice a week after 
the British quota was announced. 
In the morning there was a closed 
hush-hush confab among the nine 
presidents or veepees of the MPAA 
member companies. In the after- 
noon, these same men met with 
foreign department execs. Eric 
Johnston, MPAA prexy, chair- 








Stockholm, July 13. 

Eddie Cantor is here, having ar- 
rived last Sunday (11) on the 
Stockholm from New York with 
his wife, Ida. Cantor said that he 
will leave for Oslo soon. 

His visit here is strictly for a 
rest, but the Swedes will hear him 
on the air. When he arrived, Can- 
tor received a cable from-the Lord 
Mayor in Stockholm, asking him to | 
broadcast for the United Nations | 
Children Relief Fund, July 20 and 
Cantor accepted immediately. 
“They know I am working with 
such program in the U. S.,” Can- 
tor said. 

Cantor said his new film “If You 
Knew Susie” will be preemed here 
in August, but he will not stay for 
the opening. He said he had re- 
ceived an invitation to visit a 
camp for displaced persons in 
Germany during his visit in Copen- 
hagen, and that he now is trying 
to get a visa for the visit. He 
spoke to the journalists at the hotel 
here, lauding the Swedish tourist | 
service. Cantor said there should 
be more advertising about Sweden 
in U.S. Cantor plans to leave for 


' 





manned both conclaves. 


Possible Alternate Plan 


Centralized control of distribu- 
tion of U. S. product in Britain has 
far from unanimous support of the 
MPAA companies. Very little in 
the way. of any other solution has 
presented itself, however. Thus, 
more and more attention is being 
given to the plan of centralized 
control—-whether it be through the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. or 
some other means. 


It is figured that with one organ- 
ization controlling the serection of 
product for Britain and picking 
the spots where it is to be sold 
and played, Rank’s squeeze might 
be met by a counter-squeeze. All 
Yank films could be kept from him 
and a circuit of independent thea- 
tres-might be built up by guaran- 
teeing it product. 

Centralized control scheme was 
discussed at length Monday, but 
still in the generalized form of 
previous discussions. The many 
problems of how the control is to 
be exercised—problems so serious 
they might well keep it from en- 
actment—weren't spoken of. Talk 
was more of the desirability of the 
plan in general, with most of those 





the U. S. the middle of August. 


present leaning toward it. 


Capetown Symph’s Freeze 


Capetown, July 6. 

Staff committee of Capetown 
city council resolved that all vacan- 
cies in its symphony orchestra 
must be filled from overseas and 
that applications from members of 
symphony or broadcasting orches~ 
tras in other South African cities 
will not be considered. 

Reason for decision is_ that 
Council did not wish to be accused 
of enticing members of other or- 
chestras away, and thus start a 
system of competitive bidding for 
players. Protests from musicians 
point out this would freeze them 
in present jobs and give no chance 
of advancement. 


Naples Festival 
May Be Cancelled 


London, July 13. 

Original line-up for the Naples 
Music Festival, recently an- 
nounced, is to be scrapped. It is re- 
ported that it may now be can- 
celled, but it likely will be post- 
poned to enable several American 
stars to appear. Gino Arbib, who is 
handling the engagements, is at 
present in Europe and has prom- 
ised to make a statement on his re- 
turn. 

What is certain is that Geraldo 
and his orchestra will not make 
the trip after all, and the Ramon 
Lopez outfit also has cancelled 
their backing. 

Geraldo said: “From the begin- 
ning,:the difficulties surrounding 
this proposed trip have been great. 
I was told that a representative of 
the Italian government, reported 
sponsoring the Naples’ season, 
would be coming to see me last 
week, but no one arrived. My other 
commitments were too heavy to 
allow me to hang around any 
lenger. So I have arranged for the 
band and myself to take a vacation 
this month, and then complete 
other bookings.” 














| Prod. Extremes 


Continued from page 3 
picture !n production, “The Heir- 
ess.” In an effort to maintain its 
backlog, however, Par is slated to 
roll with nine new films within 
the next few months, most of which 
probably won’t be released until 
late in 1949. 

Smallest Backlog 
Warners, on the other hand, has 


| probably the smallest backlog. 


That factor, it’s believed, was in- 
strumental in leading the company 


to sell its Warner theatre on Broad- 
way, since it couldn’t supply the 
house with enough top product. 
As a result, production activity at 
the WB studios is at an all-time 
high, with five films now on the 
floor and a group more expected to 
roll in the next few months. In 
addition, WB last week completed 
two features, “The Girl From Jones 
Beach” and “The Younger Broth- 
ers.” 

Twentieth-Fox is in still another 
position. Company has an aver- 
age-sized backlog but plans to boost 
its release schedule next year. As 
a result, 20th now has four pic- 
tures in production and began 
work on another one only last 
week. U-I, hastening to wrap as 
many features as possible before 
the studio shuttering date, now has 
five films on the floor, with another 
one completed last week. Metro’s 
production, pending the assump- 
tion of his new duties by Schary, 
is about average, with four films 
on the floor in Culver City and a 
fifth, “Edward, My Son,” now near- 
ing completion at the company’s 
Elstree studios in London. 

RKO, following the takeover of 
control in the company by Howard 
Hughes and the subsequent resig- 
nation as production veepee by 
Schary, has slowed down its pro- 
duction to a new low. Only two 
films are now in production, al- 
though Samuel Goldwyn and Sol 
Lesser, indie producers releasing 
through RKO, are now working on 
new pix. Columbia, with an aver- 
age-sized backlog, is working at 
average production, with two films 





now on the floor and a third com- 
pleted this week. 


Drutman Detail 


7% 
4 





45% Quota No Aid In 
BankroHing of Indies 


London, July 13. 
Indie producers here are suffer- | 
ing the same difficulty as their col- 
leagues in the United States. They 


can’t get financing for their pro- 
duction. Despite the fact. that the 
new 45% quota will put a premium 
demand on British-made product, 
the banks here are showing great 
reluctance to advance coin. 3 

This is actually the reason be- 
hind Warner Bros.’ shutdown of 
the Teddington studios, which 
were rebuilt just a few months ago. 
WB had been searching for in- 
dies to whom to rent space, but 
since the local independent produ- 
cers couldn’t get required bank 
loans, there were no takers. 


Ex-Mugg Finally Gets 
Musical Produced In 
Japan After 13-Yr. Jinx 


Tokyo, July 6. 

Burton’s Crane’s 13-year-old 
theatrical jinx was finally broken 
last week (30) with the premiere 
performapee at the Army’s Ernie 
Pyle theatre in Tokyo of his three- 
act musical farce, “Nona.” Crane, 
veteran N. Y. Times Far Eastern 
correspondent and onetime Tokyo 


VARIETY mugg, authored the show 
in 1935 and made two ill-fated at- 
tempts to produce it in Tokyo be- 
fore the war. He made good on 
his third try with a well staged 
production in which Crane appear- 
ed as well as directed. Show was 
scheduled for five nights. 

Book concerns a deposed mon- 
arch of some undisclosed kingdom 
who conspires with four British 
and American oilmen to finance a 
revolution that will put him back 
on the throne in return for exclu- 
sive oil rights in his domain. A 
sinister figure named Vladimir em- 
ploys a French temptress named 
Nona to break up the deal by what- 
ever means are at her disposal. 

Crane does a song and dance spe- 
cialty to a ditty called “Don’t Put 
It in Writing.” Show has two other 
songs, sung by romantic heroine 
Rosalie Koziatek. They are “Teach 
Me How to Love” and “Though 
Hope Is Gone.” 

Claude Lapham and Kyosuke 
Kami orchestrated the score. Kami 
conducted the 28-piece orchestra, 
composed of members of Japan's 
Toho Symphony. “A dance team, 
feminine trio and chorus of 18 
round out the cast. Preduction was 
staged under the auspices of 
Eighth Army Special Services. 

Crane has received two offers 
from Nipponese producers for Jap- 
—_ performance rights for 
“Nona.” 


Laurel, Hardy Pix For 
German Military Zone 


International Optima Corp. has 
closed a deal with France-Europa 
Film Distributing Co. covering re- 
lease in military zones of Germany 
and Austria of several Laurel & 
Hardy pix along with three Charles 
Laughton films. 

Preliminary work on the agree- 
ment was done by Optima veepee 
S. M. Livingston on a recent Eu- 
ropean trip. Pact, however, was 
inked in New York last week. 











High Price of Disks 
Vienna, July 6. 

Capitol Recording Co., founded 
two years ago, got credits for half 
a million schilling ($50,000). 

Going bankrupt before even pro- 
ducing one record, company lists 
assets valued today at $60. 





GREENBERG BACK TO ORIENT 


Berry Greenberg, special sales 
rep in the Far East for Samuel 
Goldwyn and Walt Disney, left New 


York last week to return to the 
Orient. 


He had been in the U. S. about 
four weeks for a series of confabs 
with foreign chiefs of the-two indie 








producers. ; 


Whyfores Of 
Italian Film Industry's Boom 


The Italian film mdustry is now 
self-supporting and the big com. 
panies such as Lux and Universays 
are in the process of setting up 


‘their own distributional organiza. 


tions in the U. S. according to 
Irving Drutman, foreign film dis- 
tributor rep, who returned to New 
York last week after a two-and-a- 
half month trip to Europe. Mean- 
while, plans for the forthcoming 
Venice film festival are being set 
before a fullscale U. S. invasion is 
launched. 


Currently getting all the finance. — 


ing they need, Italian filmmakers 
are in a healthy state. With top 
pix costing about $120,000, a pro- 
ducer not only can make pre-pro- 
duction deals covering sale of the 
Italian distributional rights, but he 
also can sell foreign rights on the 
strength of the star’s name alone. 
International success of “Open 
City,” “Shoe Shine” and “Paisan,” 
too, have been strong factors in 
helping scare up private capital. 

Average film costs in recent 
months, says Drutman, fluctuate 
between $100,000-$115,000. Stars 
such as Anna Magnani or Aide 
Fabrizzi draw about $40,000 per 
picture while top leading men are 
considerably lower on the income 
rung with about $14,000 per pic. 
Producer, himself, draws only 
$12,000 to $13,600 unless he gets a 
cut of the film’s earnings. 

Drutman recalled the trend of 
late where top directors have be- 
come their own producers follow- 
ing the example of Roberto Rossel- 
lini and that of, Vittorio DeSica 
(“Shoe Shine”). Latter has a deal 
which cuts him in 50-50 with his 
backer. The more prominent com- 
panies try to emulate Hollywood, 
but the success of Italian pictures 
primarily stems from their imag- 
inative qualities rather than by 
aping the U. S. industry. 

Other Values 

Farther down on the pay scales 
are cameramen and _ technicians. 
Top lensers, including Vich, Tonti 
and Craveri, whose services are 
much in demand, avérage about 
100,000 lire weekly ‘about $1380). 
Previously salaries for studio labor 
were even more reasonable but 
labor has tended to up its wages 
since Eddie Small allegedly went 
overboard in paying the help on 
his’ Italian made “Cagliostro”— 
much to the annoyance of the local 
film men. 

Particularly amusing, said Drut- 
man, are the fantastic conceptions 
among the Italian trade as to the 
amount of dollars Italian films are 
earning in the U. S. Reports have 
it that “Open City” cleared 
$750,000 and “Furia” up to 
$300,000 which are far from the 
truth. . 

Meanwhile, there’s a fair sized 
production boom in Italian studios. 
Lux, among others, has some 12 
films in work. These pix, however, 
are unlikely to be made. in French 
versions since the Italian lan- 
guagers alone now make as muck 
in the international market as the 
French do. 


FULLER, CARROLL COMBO 
FOR AUSSIE LEGIT HYPO 


Melbourne, July 6. 
Sir Ben Fuller and Garnet Car- 
roll, who operate the Princess le 
giter here, are making g bid for 
top overseas attractions. Theyre 
reported angling for tieins with top 

U. S. producers. ' 
Carroll told Varrety that big 
stars could be flown from the U. S. 
to this key center in five days. 
The Princess, a 1,700-seater, is the 
most up-to-date house in Aussie 
presently. Over the 1947-48 legit 





season clicks at the Princess in-- 


cluded “Life With Father” ‘eight 
weeks), “O Mistress Mine” (12 
weeks), Ballet Rambert (14 weeks), 
National Grand Opera Co. ‘eight 
weeks), and the Old Vic Co. ‘eight 
weeks). “Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra” and “The Guinea Pig” have 
been booked, Carroll added. ; 

In Sydney Sir Ben Fuller said 
that his organization would be tak- 
ing over the Mayfair shortly for 
live shows. This 1,280-seater 's 
presently on lease to Hoyts for px. 
Fullers, which includes Carroll and 
son, A. Ben Fuller, operate a legit 
policy at the Majestic, Adelaide, 4 
1,000-seater. 
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‘Eureka’ Likely To Be Ealing’s Aussie 
Swan Song Due To Rising Film Costs 


Sydney, July 6. 

Indications are that Ealing Stu- 
dios won't continue pie production 
Down Under with completion of 
“Eureka.” Pic is about set to come 
off the production floor under the 
direction of Harry Watt, with Chips 
Rafferty and Jane Barrett co- 
starred. 

Looks pretty certain that this 
one will be Ealing’s swan-song in 
this zone. Rising production costs, 
plus heavy transportation overhead 
and the need for up-to-date tech- 
nical equipment, are the major 
reasons for the British fold. Eal- 
ing may make pix here again if 
additional finance from other 
sources became available. Solo pic 


making in Aussie, it’s said, is too | 


costly. 


When “Eureka” is finally in the 
cans, Watt and his British tech- 
nicians and players will fly back 
to London. This is taken to mean 
finis for Ealing out here. 

Next in for pic production is re- 
ported to be the Andre de Toth- 
Herbert Silverberg combo that 
visited here earlier this year. Com- 
bo was invited first by Sam Snider, 
who heads the powerful Snider- 
Dean cinema loop. It’s reported 
here that de Toth will probably di- 
rect an Aussie yarn titled “The 
Stingaree,” using coinage present- 
ly frozen by U. S. distribs. Work 
is timed to start in early 1949, 
with most of the pic shot out-of- 
doors. Marquee talent will be flown 
from the U. S. 





London Music Festival, 
_ With 2046 Take, Proves 


Longhair Here to Stay 


London, July 13. 

Classical music for the millions 
has come to stay in Britain. Suce- 
cess of this year’s London Musical 
Festival has proven that to its 
backers without any doubt. 

The 17 concerts held from June 
to July in the Harringay Arena 
were attended by 155,980 people, 
averaging 9,175 a performance. 
Although official figures haven’t yet 
been announced, it’s estimated that 
total receipts were $204,000 and 
operating costs $180,000. Since the 
Festival is run by the Musikart So- 
ciety—a _ non-profit-making organ- 
ization—that’s pretty good going. 
Last year’s Festival resulted in an 
estimated $80,000 loss. 

Biggest draws were for concerts 
conducted by the _ 10-year-old 
Italian boy conductor, Pierino 
Gamba. Word of mouth and press 
publicity did the trick for him and 
pulled in 10,024 for his first per- 
formance June 17, constituting a 
world record for an indoor musical 
concert; 8,800, June 20; 9,900, June 
24, and 9,500 on the 27th, making 
a total of 38,224. 

Next to Gamba came Yehudi 
Menuhin with 10,016; Eileen Joyce, 
9.750, and Lily Pons and Andre 
Kostelanetz, 9,600. Lowest attend- 
ance for any concert was 7,100. 


Austria Trying Central 
Film Censor Bureau 


Vienna, July 10. 


A commission has been set up 
py the Ministry of Education with 
aim to establish a joint censorship 
bureau for the country as a whole. 
At present Austria has nine cen- 
sorship offices, scattered over the 
country. Some provinces have 
consented to the central idea; 
others are undecided, while Tyrol 
and Vorarlberg object. Motion 
Picture Export Assn. has advised 
provinces that nix the govern- 
ment’s plan that they'll be tabooed 
on distribution. 

The U. S. Army relinquished 
censorship in the U. S. zone and 





the British followed suit in their | 


zone. 





LOTTI LODER TO VIENNA 
Boston, July 20. 
Lotti Loder, the former Lotti 
Raymond, Viennese film star, clip- 
pered from here to Vienna to visit 
her mother. She is among the first 
to get a civilian visa into Russian- 
occupied Austria. 
Miss Loder was brought to Holly- 
wood by Darryl F. Zanuck. 


a 
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New RKO-Hoyts Pact 


Awaits Reisman Okay 


New 10-year pact with Hoyts cir- 
cuit of Australia only awaits the 
signature of Phil Reisman, RKO 
| foreign chief, it was revealed in 
| N. Y. this week by Doug G. Lether- 
ington, RKO general sales manager 
for the Australian market. Latter 
is here for homeoffice confabs with 
Reisman, after which he will go to 
Hollywood for a looksee and then 
plane back to Sydney. Contract 
with Hoyts chain is in the nature 
of a 10-year renewal. 


Letherington stressed how strict 
building restrictions on theatres 
had held new houses in Australia 
down to about six since 1939. Even 
remodeling had been sharply cur- 
tailed because of the Anzac govern- 
ment’s preference for nearly all 
type of construction excepting the- 
atres, 








Com’l Radio Seen 


~ Nearer for Japan 


Tokyo, July 1. 

Commercial broadcasting may 
make its debut on Japanese air- 
lanes if legislation recently ap- 
proved by the Cabinet is enacted 
by the Diet. The new bill, which 
will probably not come up for con- 
sideration until the fall session of 
the legislature, will break the 23- 
year-old monopoly of the Broad- 
casting Corp. of Japan, nation’s 
sole radio network. 

Proposed bill calls for creation of 
a five-man Broadcasting Commis- 
sion, similar to the U. S. Federal 
Communications Commission, ap- 
pointed by and responsible to the 
Prime Minister, with approval 
of the Diet. Legislation will per- 
mit continued operation of BCJ as 
a non-commercial “public broad- 
casting” service, but provides for 
licensing of commercial stations for 
the first time in Japan. 


Bill stipulates, however, that 
foreigners may not operate broad- 
casting stations in Japan. 


A number of Japanese interests 
are reported ready to submit appli- 
cations for commercial licenses, but 
most Japanese and Allied observers 
say frankly that a commercial radio 
venture won't be practical in 
Japan for a number of years. Ma- 
terial shortages and inflated prices 
would make costs absolutely pro- 
hibitive, experienced radio men 
claim. 


BCJ, Japan’s present radio sys- 
tem, has been in operation since 
1925. .It includes 46 key stations 
(with studio facilities), and a net- 
work of rebroadcast stations that 
brings the total number of outlets 
to 105. 


REPUBLIC RENEWS PACT 
WITH BEF IN AUSSIE 


Sydney, July 7. 
Republic and British Empire 
Films have pacted a new distri- 
bution agreement covering a 
lengthy span. Agreement was sig- 
natured by chairman of directors 
Norman B. Rydge for BEF, with 
Bruce Newbery, Rep’s foreign man, 
signing for latter. 
BEF, managed by Gordon D. 
Ellis, and Republic, have been to- 
gether for some time on distribu- 
tion. Key release will be through 
the powerful Greater Union cin- 
ema loop, which Rydge also heads, 
with J. Arthur Rank a 50% part- 
ner in both BEF and GUT. 








-Morton’s UA British Post 


Montague C. Morton has been 
named general sales manager for 
United Artists in Great Britain by 
David Coplan, UA managing direc- 
tor. Morton succeeds Sidney Du- 
bow. who died several weeks ago. 
| Otner promotions in the com- 
pany’s foreign organization include 
transfer of Antonio Dos Santos 
Silva to head UA’s office in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil. He formerly man- 
aged the Sao Salvador branch now 
handled by Mandel Soares Dos 
Santos. 








Irish Film Imports Slump 


Dublin, July 13. 


Figures issued by the Eire De- 
partment of Commerce for May 
show another drop in film imports 
—from 661,805 ft. in May, 1947, to 
407,069 ft. in the past May. Total 
for first five months of this year 
was 2,696,524 ft. against 3,124,650 
ft. in same period of 1947. 


Reason for drop is said to be that 
flow of U. 8S. films through Britain 
to Eire was drying-up as releases 
of pre-ban pictures were used up. 
It is anticipated that succeeding 
months will show an upward trend. 





Brit. Treasury 


Seeks Formula 
For Indie Prod. 


London, July 16. 


British Treasury is having last- 
minute talks with Board of Trade 
film experts in an effort to finalize 
a scheme for providing government 
finance for independent producers 
who have ideas and talent but lack 
the necessary cash to put the ideas 
on celluloid. 


Harold Wilson intimated in the 
House of Commons Thurs. (15) that 
he hopes to divulge details of the 
scheme next week. One plan 
put forward by Treasury experts 
this week has been turned down 
flat by Wilson and they are now 
working on the counter-proposals 
which he suggested. 


Idea of state aid for independ- 
ents first came from the labor 
unions as a means of encouraging 
new talent, but always has had a 
tepid reception in most trade quar- 
ters. Unions fought hard for the 
inclusion of a Films Bank as one 
of the provisions of the Films Act, 
but were fobbed off with Wilson’s 
personal assurance that he was 
sympathetic to the project and 
would give it his personal con- 
sideration. 


Because of the new situation 
created by the 45% quota, trade 
attitude is changing somewhat. Sir 
Henry L. French, Director-General 
of the BFPA, says his association 
has not been consulted as a body, 
although he believed Wilson had 
talks . with individual producer- 
members. He was sure the BFPA 
would consider in a _ receptive 
mind. 


From information available here, 
it would seem as if the govern- 
ment is seeking a formula so as to 
have some reasonable guarantee of 
completion. ; 


One important factor is that this 
is not going to lead to any indirect 
government censorship, as the plan 
is to back a personality and not a 
particular story. 


It is significant that as this is- 
sue is coming to a head, a govern- 
mental committee of inquiry into 
available studio space is getting 
down to cases with almost real 
haste. 


The committee has fixed-its pro- 
gram a month ahead. Two studio 
visits are already lined up—to 
Korda’s Shepperton outfit on July 
30, and to Metro at Elstree on 
Aug. 6. . 


Current London Shows 


London, July 20. 
(Figures show weeks of run) 


“A La Carte,” Savoy (5). 
“All My Sons,” Globe (5). 
“Ambassador,” ‘Ald. (3). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty's (38). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (59). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (65). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (11). 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (5). 
“Caribbean Rhap.,” Wales (7). 
“Carissima,” Palace (19). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (47). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (60). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (19). 
“Giaconda Smile,” New (7).- 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (17). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (49). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (15). 
“Musical Chairs,” Playhouse (2). 
_ “Off Record,” Picadiliy (55). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (64). 
“Outrageous,” W Garden (36). 
“Paragon,” Fortune (11). 
“People Like Us,” Wynd. (2). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (25). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (37). 
“Travelers Joy,” Crit. (7). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (67). 
“Worms View,” Whitehali (64). 








British Technicians to Take Active 





Part in Politics; Back Own Projects 


Anyway, This Brazilian 
Film Law Is a Tough Nut 


Reports last week that the new 
Brazilian law restricting American 
films had been declared uncon- 
stitutional were said this week to 
be in error by the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America. MPAA declared 
that to the best of info from its 
rep in Rio, the law is still effective. 


While it does not directly limit 
remittances of coin to the U. S., it 
accomplishes the same purpose by 
round-about methods. Principal 
points restrict the rentals charged 
by Yank distribs to 40c and limit 
admission prices to seven cruzeiros 
(38c). Thus income of American 
companies is held down. 


Argentina Still 
Holds Pix Funds 


Buenos Aires, July 13. 
Nearly three weeks have passed 
since the Argentine Central Bank 
announced an improvement in the 





local picture distributors still find 
no easing in restrictions governing 
import permits, and they have been 
unable to get release of funds 
frozen here. Argentine peso 
has been bolstered up by the Cen- 
tral Bank, prohibiting the sale of 
paper currency at prices exceeding 
10% over and above the quotations 
ruling in the free market at time 
the operation is effected, for tele- 
graphic transfers in the same cur- 
rency. 

Distributors are still hoping for 

the arrival of a commercial mission 
from the U. S. to iron out differ- 
ences in the important Argentine 
market for U. S. pix. 
Of U. S. pix currently on first 
run in Buenos Aires, Paramount’s 
“Variety Girl” is grossing heaviest, 
now being in its third week. Uni- 
versal’s “Double Life” is in its sec- 
ond week at the Broadway. 


BOOKBINDER WILL REP 
DISNEY IN EAST EUROPE 


George Bookbinder, indie for- 
eign distrib, who returned to New 
York last week from a seven coun- 
try European junket, goes to the 
Coast soon for confabs with Walt 
and Roy Disney. He reavealed he’s 
working out a deal with the -car- 
toon firm to represent it in eastern 
Europe. Meanwhile, he said he’s 
virtually set a pact to release “Fan- 
tasia,’” “Bambi” and “Dumbo” in 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Po- 
land, with the deal calling for part 
payment to Disney in dollars. 


Upon his return to Europe néxt 
fall, Bookbinder said he’ll work out 
play dates with the three Soviet- 
dominated countries in regard to 
Disney pictures. He added that 
only technical details remain to be 
finalized before the agreements 
are wrapped up. Disney cartoon 
features, incidentally, had never 
before been released in eastern 
Europe with the exception of 
“Bambi” inasmuch as the company 
failed to join the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. 


Swiss Slash Import 
. Quotas on Distribs 


Washington, July 20. 

The Swiss are studying proposed 
legislation, via an amendment to 
the Swiss Constitution, to protect 
home film production from foreign 
firms, Nathan D. Golden, film 
chief of the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, reported today. Swiss 
Film Chamber has been studying 
situation with a view on whittling 
down competition of foreign pix. 
Swiss production is virtually nil. 
Country turns out 12 to 15 shorts 
and a Swiss newsreel. Government 
pays two-thirds of latter’s produc- 
tion costs. 

Golden points out that the Swiss 
sought to curb the flow of foreign 
films . last . month . which . cut 
import quotas of distributors by 











10%. Swiss imported 439 features 
last year, 221 from the U. S. 


dollar-peso exchange situation, but’ 





London, July 13. 

For the first time in British poli- 
tics, a campaign is being started in- 
side the Labor Parity to inciude a 
policy for British films in the next 
general election. Campaign is be- 
ing conducted by Assn. of Cine- 
Technicians, which is affiliated 
with the Labor Party, with a com- 
mittee representative of all shades 
of political opinion named to draw 
up a comprehensive plan for the 
industry. 

Aithough the committee is just 
beginning its work, it is generally 
accepted it will campaign for the 
measures they failed to obtain 
when they made their representa- 
tions to Harold Wilson on the 
Quota Act. 

In the past they have seen eye 
to eye with the producers on most 
issues, but the technicians have 
parted company with them on their 
agitation for a fourth circuit, a pro- 
posal originally sponsored by 10 
Members of Parliament nearly two 
years ago and subsequently turned 
down flat by Wilson. 

They seem to be meeting more 
success, however, in their demand 


for State finance for independem ~ 


producers, and Wilson has inti- 
mated that he is eonsidering this 
matter carefully in conjunction 
with Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Sir Stafford Cripps. 

A. C. T. pet subjects are a State 
distribution scheme to insure « 
certain outlet for independent pro- 
ducers, and centrally-owned stu- 
dios which can be made available 
to bona fide independents who can- 
not obtain space from the majors. 

With more than 25% of their fea- 
ture production members on the 
unemployed list, A. C. T. execu- 
tives hold the view that nothing 
short of a determined govern- 
mental policy can guarantee con- 
tinuous employment in the studios. 


Shillelaghs Flying As 
Radio Eirann Nixes Irish 
Dance Bands As Inferior 


Dublin, July 13. 
Just as Irish dance-band leaders 
were ready to sign contracts with 
Radio Eireann they found the 
dotted lines weren’t there. Station 





execs have nixed the idea of regu-" 


lar spots by name orchs from lead- 

ing terpies after apparently ready- 

ing the setup. Station says stand- 

ard of performance “might not 

be sufficiently high for broadcast- 

~~ although admirable for dance 
alls.” 

Bandleaders are now running 
temperatures over official reply 
and headed by Johnny Buiier (who 
runs Balalaika terpery combo) are 
going to battle with station authori- 
ties—a civil service group. Only 
dance music currently heard from 
R. E. is via disks of American and 
English bands, with odd live per- 
formances by special combos play- 
ing Irish folk dance music. 


SEE LATIN-AM. MOVE 
TO FIGHT U.S. FILMS 


Washington, July 20. 
Recent meeting in Madrid of the 
Spanish-American Motion Picture 
Conference is regarded here as a 
move to encourage production and 
interchange of pix in the Spanish 
language countries by cracking 
down on imported films from other 
countries. And that largely means 
from Hollywood. Sitting in at the 
session were film reps from Spain, 
Argentina and Mexico. They adopt- 
ed several important resolutions. 
One recommends legislation in 
the Spanish speaking nations to 
bar dubbed films from those coun- 
tries. Fegjing ‘is that foreign films 
would get less play without Spanish 
language sound tracks. 


MONTEREY’S CINEMA LEAD 
Mexico City, July 20. 

Monterey, on the eastern Texas 
border, has become northeastern 
Mexico’s cinema as well as indus- 
trial center. City, which boasts 
country’s biggest brewery, glass, 
iron and steel works, now has 21 
cinemas with the opening of the 
Monterey, seating 5,200; the Re- 
forma, seating 5,000, and the Ara- 
celi, seating 2,500. 

New cinemas are owned by the 
Gabriel Alarcon syndicate. 
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Extra Ballyhoo Pays Off for Films 


Lacking Names, in Face of General Lag 


Film industry received another 


insight into how extra baliyvhoo 
pays off in the face of sliding box- 
office via a number of illustrations 


during the last several weeks. Sev- | 


eral of the pix which sailed to top 
earnings as a result of special ex- 
ploitation stunts lacked the star 
mames and other values usually 
leading to good grosses. Distribu- 
tors of top-budgeted features, 


Jaden with star names, also gave | 
these extra merchandising, with | Holdove 
are credited with | Witch, 


result that they 


having chalked up much stronger |" 
grosses than they would otherwise | 


have done during the current sum- 
mer dogdays. 

Exploitation payoff was evi- 
denced on ay where suc 


pix as Eagle Lion’s “Canon wee A 
Oo ; 
Kumaon” opened well despite both | 


and Universai’s “Man-Eater 
lacking the factors usually making 
for big earnings, namely slack con- 
ditions generally. EL used various 
means to ballyhoo “City,” most 
spectacular of which was a simu- 
lated jail cell containing a live 


| 





“convict” in the outer lobby of the | 
Criterion theatre. When city offi- | 
cials put a stop to that, EL con-| 


tinued to draw extra word -of- 
mouth for the picture by installing 
in the lobby, and advertising, a 
“free display” of the murder weap- 
ons used by the various criminals 
portrayed in the film. 


U has probably carried the bally- 
hoo idea strongest throughout the 
country to plug the four features 
it’s releasing during the current 
month. For the Broadway preem of 
*‘Man-Eater,” for example, a flash 
front and iobby display, including 
an animated life-sized tiger, was 
installed at the Winter Garden. 
Opening of “Tap Roots” at the 








| 8 in Work at Rep. 


Hollywood, July 20. 

August will be the busiest month 
in two years at Republic with eight 
pictures in production, including 
‘five starters and three holdovers 
|from July. 

Starters are “Sundown in Santa 
Fe.” “The Missourians,” “Too Late 
for Tears” and two still untitled. 
rs are “Wake of the Red 
“The Far Frontier” and an 
ntitled medium-budgeter. 





Theatre Guild's 
Foot-in-the-Door 


| Move Into Prod.? 


Establishment by the Theatre 


Guild this week of a film promo- 
tion department is seen as a foot- 
in-the-door move. Guild has long 
discussed the idea of producing its 
own picturizations of its play and 
the new department is viewed as a 
tentative step in that direction. 
Film promotion setup is a one- 
man affair in charge of Dick 
Weaver, legit p.a., who has flacked 
a number of Guild shows and 


{worked for United Artists in that 


company’s tieup with the TG on 
“Henry V.” His first assignment 


|under the new arrangement will be 


| 


exploitation of “Hamlet,” which is 
being distributed by Universal for 


|J. Arthur Rank under Guild spon- 


} 


‘Goldman theatre, Philadelphia, was | 
tied in with the Democratic na- | 


tional convention in that city last 
week and soared to smash grosses. 


sorship. 

Weaver will be an employee of 
the Guild, not of the distrib, as was 
the case in tieups on previous films. 


“Abbott and Costello Meets Frank- be addition to “Henry” and “Ham- 
enstein” was given a three - city | 


day-and-date opening in the east | 


and racked up tep grosses on the | 


strength of special 
campaigns. 


ad-publiclty \ful to the Guild in making deals 


Other pix that would have | 


drawn well on Broadway anyhow 
_ were given added impetus through 
novel ballyhoo stunts. Metro, for 
example, erected giant cutouts of 
the “Easter Parade” stars atop 
Loew’s State, where the film is 
playing, and also built a special 
electric traveling sign above the 
marquee to plug this picture 
alone. For “Foreign Affair” at the 
Broadway Paramount theatre, Par 
took full-page ads in several New 
York daily newspapers and capital- 
ized on rave reviews given the pic- 
ture by quoting from them in a 
mammoth valance hung atop the 
marquee. 

Up in Calgary, Alberta (Canada), 
EL gave its “Northwest Stampede” 
an especially boff sendoff by tying 
it in with the annual Calgary Stam- 
pede function. Stunts included spe- 
cial “friendly relations” message 
exchanges by the mayors of Great 
Falls, .Mont., and Calgary, which 
border each other, plus a number 
of important tyins with local Cal- 
gary merchants, whose names are 
used for characters in the script. 
All three local radio stations co- 
operated in on-the-spot coverage of 
the film’s opening at which civic 
dignitaries spoke. Film, as a result, 
opened to SRO biz last week and 
is reportedly going strong. 

Warners’ homeoffice ad-publicity 
department will follow through on 
the extra exploitation idea on its 
“Key Largo,” which is slated for 
a day-and-date opening in more 
than 200 theatres in 100 Florida 
cities during the current week. 
With much of the film’s action 
lensed around the Florida key from 
which it takes its title, a co-op ad 
campaign has been set up with a 
group of Florida newspapers; 
state-wide radio coverage, includ- 
ing a group of specially-cut tran- 
scriptions by the film’s stars, has 
been set, and the city of Miami 
has been brought in to plug tomor- 
row (Thursday) as “Key Largo 
Day,” with a message from the 
mayor proclaiming that fact. 


Tupper’s Calif. 800-Seater 
— Los Angeles. 
William J. Tupper, Jr., started 
rg meg on new 800-seater in 
Tijera, Cal. 


He recently re- 
signed as sales for Terry- 


manager 
tage eee to devote time to his 
interests. 





let,” legit organization has spon- 
sored RKO’s “Mourning Becomes 
Electra.” The new promotional 
setup, it is thought, may prove use- 


for further film spensorship. 
Arrangement with U is believed 
similar to that with UA, under 
which the Guild receives 242% of 
Rank’s share of the gross. That, to 
date, has amounted to slightly less 
than $20,000 on the almost $800,- 
000 which the British filmmaker 
has earned here on “Henry.” 

Prior to the establishment of the 
film promotion department, Guild’s 
sponsorship consisted entirely of 
allowing use of its name for pres- 
tige purposes and providing its sub- 
scription list in 26 key cities for 
circularization. Discount is given 
subscribers on tickets for the film. 
Much more important to the 
Guild than the relatively unim- 
portant coin realized from the tie- 
ups is the prestige that, in turn, 
accrues to it through sponsorship 
of a top pic, plus the fact that the 
opportunity to buy discount tickets 
strengthens its subscriber list. 
Guild in each of its 26 cities has 
a subscription secretary who will 
help with the promotion of the 





Flaherty Seeks General 


Robert Flaherty, whose “Nanook 
of the North” pioneered feature- 
length documentaries 25 years ago, 
is currently om the lookout for 
major distribution of “Louisiana 
Story,” a 78-minute pic treatise 
which he just completed for Stand- 
ard Oil. Although it cost Esso 
some $250,000 to make, film has 
been given as a present to Flaherty 
with no strings tied. All Standard 
Oil wants is a flock of bookings if 
the producer can win them. 

In so doing, Standard is follow- 
ing the tradition of ‘“Nanook,” 
which was made for Revillon 
Freres, fur dealers, and then hand- 
ed to Flaherty gratis. ‘Nanook” 
ae copped thousands of book- 

gs. 

“Louisiana” is probably the cost- 
liest documentary yet made. It 
was originally budgeted at $175,- 
000 and later upped to the final 
$250,000 for additional footage 





plus dubbed music, 


Distrib for Esso Comm’l 


Hub -‘Hamlet’ 


Continued from page 2 


that the bluenosing had been done 
by the city censor . When it 
was later revealed that the state 
censors had ordered the cuts made, 
the Herald followed through with 
an “apologetic” editoriai the fol- 
lowing day. “In deference to the 
Boston city censors,” it said, “we 
apologize for unintentionally add- 
| ing to their low repute.” Deletions 
were ordered only in prints show- 
ing on Sundays but, according to 
| sales officials of Universal, which 
| will release “‘Hamlet” in the U. S., 
| it would be impossible to service 
leach theatre running the picture 
| with two sets of prints, one for 
weekdays and one for Sundays. 
Other papers warned the Boston 
public that U might pull the film 
from the market entirely if too 
many cuts were ordered. Quoting 
“advance agents for the film,” one 
paper declared that “they ex- 
pressed the opinion that extensive 
surgery on what is being hailed as 
a cinema masterpiece would mean 








4 


| the film market in Massachusetts.” 

U spokesmen, meanwhile, said 
they wouldn’t appeal the censors’ 
move unless the cuts ordered were 
too many. Publicity given the 
bluenose action, in fact, is ex- 
pected to hypo business for the 
picture. 

Catholic Legion of Decency last 
week put its official okay on ‘“Ham- 
let,” assigning the picture an A-II 
rating (unobjectionable for adults). 
Legion thereby scotched persistent 
rumors that it would follow the 
lead of the Boston state bluenoses 
in demanding that a number of cuts 
be made in the bawdier dialog of 
the Shakespearean tragedy. 


Masterson, assistant secretary of 
the Legion, the Catholic censorship 
body asked for no scissoring what- 
ever in the film. Because of 


sions on sex, which Sir Laurence 
Olivier retained in the script, how- 
ever, the film was not given an A-I 
(totally unobjectionable) rating. 















this film would be withdrawn from | 


According to Rev. Patrick J. | 


Shakespeare’s many bald expres- | 


Sn ce 
[ « | Si f Pj | 
leased this week as part of Paramount's Peacemaker 
aaanieer to the North,” adroitly spotlights Canada’s lack of 
and what the American public can do to ease that problem. 
remittances, of course, are not frozen, but it’s anticipated that 


st dwindling dollars might bring about a partial block in the. 
seed companies’ earnings north-of-the-border. Already they've 


fF 


Canadian production, etc. 

Par’s short is woven around a motor trip taken by American Walter 
Abel and Canadian Ralph Forbes. Their experiences with bordep 
customs officers point up Canada’s recent stringent regulations de 
signed to restrict its citizens’ spending in the U. Ss. The country’s 
| magnificent scenery is also emphasized pictorially. Animated drawings 
show that Canada’s dollar shortage actually stems from the European 
| lack of dollars since Britain and the continental countries in pre-war 
'times helped the Dominion balance its dollar scales through their 
cash-on-the-barrel imports of Canadian products. 








Paramount may not be ready yet to okay a full merger of its film 
and television station operations, but the company apparently isn’t 
| averse to using tele to ballyhoo its feature product. Company, for the 
| first time, uses TV to intro its trailer on “Beyond Glory,” new Alan 
Ladd starrer which preems at the Broadway Paramount following the 
current “Foreign Affair.” . 

Trailer opens on a simulated TV studio, with Par’s KTLA (Los An- 
geles) tele cameras in full view. Large-type words declare: “Flash! 
Alan Ladd’s first television appearance.” Tele cameras are then seen 
to pan in on Ladd, who’s sitting on a corner of a desk. Actor then 
| starts talking about the picture. Metro, incidentally, used KTLA tele 
cameras in a scene in “State of the Union.” 





American-Indonesian Corp., which Matty Fox formed recently in. 
partnership with the Indonesian government, is 51% owned by the. 
Universal v.p. Fox got into the deal by arranging an $80,000 loan for 
the Indonesians when they needed the coin in a hurry last year. 

Fox will do all of the Indonesian government’s bulk buying in the 
U.S. He'll also arrange for American capital to invest in the building 
|'up of Indies industry and development of mines. His company will 
get a 5% cut on all the material it moves, either way. Already stock- 
piled and ready for shipment out of the Indies is reportedly $170, 
000,000 worth of rubber, tin, pepper, manganese, bauxite, lumber, gold, 
tea, coffee and other products. 





Trend towards adventure stories, on screen and radio, is creating 
new interest in the Richard Harding Davis stories. His daughter, Hope 
Harding Davis, states that such novels as “White Mice” and “Capt, 
Macklin” have attracted attention of all. About 11 years ago David O. 
Selznick had in mind making “Macklin,” but passed it up when he 
found it impossible to produce the picture in Honduras. A revolution 
there put a quietus to that plan. 

Miss Davis worked at Metro for nearly a year as writer on the story 
of R. H. Davis romance with Bessie McCoy (her father and mother), 
only to see the yarn shelved, at least temporarily, on the theory that 
it was too much of a war story. 








RKO has ceased all efforts to obtain playdates for Dudley Nichols’ 
| ‘Mourning Becomes Electra.” Filmization of the Eugene O'Neill drama 
| has been so weakly received, that RKO has laid it aside pending re- 
| lease of another Rosalind Russell-starrer, “The Velvet Touch.” 

| It is hoped that the latter pic will serve to bolster Miss Russell's 
| draw at the b.o. to the extent that it will help “Electra” later. There's 


also fear that “Electra” may damage receipts of “Touch,” so the delay 





Film Reviews 


Continued from page 10 ———J 


My Brether’s Keeper 
ment. In most spots here, Jack 
Warner’s personality will be a tell- 
ing factor, and “My Brother's 
Keeper” should do modestly. 

Sydney Box has given many an 
opportunity to prove. their worth 
in this production. Alfred Roome 
was promoted from the cutting 
room for this directorial assign- 
ment and has displayed a clear 

sp of his new functions. 

m is by no means free of criti- 
cism. It takes too long to get 
under way, and in the opening 
stages dialog plays too important a 
aan But once it gets moving, film 

mes a creditable thriller. 

Plot is built around two escaped 
handcuffed prisoners, a hardened 
criminal and a frightened youth in 
trouble for the first time. Entire 
story is taken up with the relent- 
less manhunt, emphasizing the 
bombast and confidence of one 
man and the terrified, miserable 
unwilling partner, who eventually 
gives himself up. 











In his first 
Warner de ny oh gh ne 
role and proves an 


ary 

all-round actor. Jane Hylton seems 
a girl of promise and turns in a 
neat performance as Warner’s girl 
friend, but acting honors go to 
George Cole as the frightened ac- 
co ¥ 

director makes good use of 
countryside locations. Myro. 


Foreign Film Review 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 














“My Hands Are Clay” (Irish). Egan 
Film Services release of Dublin Fite 
Patrick McCrossan production. Directed 
by Tommy Tomlinson. Original by John 
Patterson. Features Richard Aherne, 
Bernadette. Leahy, Robert Dawson. At 
Adelphi, Dublin. Running time, 60 MINS, 





First effort by new Irish setu 
fails to make the grade although 
exterior photography is of good 
quality. Story, told in flashback, 
is an amateurish melodrama of a 
child with talent as sculptor, nurs- 
ing a jealous obsession through 
adolescent years, to be released 
from the obsession when he models 
a statue of the Blessed Virgin. 
Direction is heavy and action 
slow, with small response from 
players, few of bse had previ- 
ous screen experience. Dialog is 
inclined to drag. Picture, me on 
a rted budget of $80,000 is 
handicapped by story and lack of 
screencraft. Swee. 





on thé former is figured advantageous all around. 





New Marx Bros. picture, “Blondes Up,” started out as a Lester 
Cowan production but was suddenly shifted to the- Artists Alliance 
banner, because of “prior commitments.” Aside from his own produc- 
tion company, Cowan is allied with Mary Pickford in AA. He thought 
he had discharged his obligation to AA by producing “One Touch of 
Venus” and planned to film “Blondes Up” on his own. No dice. 





Hotel shortage is not what it used to be in Hollywood. One of the 
local hostelries has been offering a room at $8 per day with accom- 
modations, including a gander at the inside of a motion picture studio. 
Checkup showed that the studio is a small rental lot where the general 
manager said he knew nothing about the deal. Understood one of the 
owners of the lot is a pal of the hotel manager, 


Understood the cause of 





the controversy over “Flamingo Road” on 
4 Warners lot is a difference of opinion on story treatment between 
Michael Curtiz, director, and Jerry Wald, producer. It’s the fourth 
time they have feuded about story values. Previous differences of 


opinion concerned “K m6 ” 
“Johnny Belinda” ey Largo,” “The Adventures of Don Juan” and 






ili 


to ease the situation by spending part of their rental coin via ine it 


John McCarthy 


Continued from page 3 





ack |thus was forwarded by the Mayor’s 


office in New York a letter it had 
received from a British father. 


John Woledge, of Slaines, Mid- 
dlesex, explained in the message 
that his son had tubercular men- 
ingitis. He was given three weeks 
to live. The only hope for him 
was in the American drug, strep- 
tomycin. But doctors here could 
not provide it because the Treas- 
ury’s dollar allocation for imports 
of the drug buys only one-fifth the 
need of British patients. 

“The doctor told me it would be 
useless to get on the waiting list 
for streptomycin, the list was so 
long,” Woledge told reporters. “I 


son die. So I airmailed the letter 


to the Mayor of New York for 
help.” 


Woledge’s doorstep with the drug. 
He had wangled it out of the re- 
serve of a London hospital on the 
promise that he would return it in 
a few days. Mrs. McCarthy arrived 
on the Queen Elizabeth shortly 
afterwards with the replacement 
supply. She and her mother con- 
tributed the $700 which it cost. 

That was 11 weeks ago. Young 
Woledge, though still dangerously 
ill, shows signs of recovery. His 
chances would have been better, 
according to the physi- 
cian, had the drug been there 
when first needed. 





could not stand by and watch my | 


Ten days later McCarthy was on | three 








Ath Circuit 


Continued from page 6 


having British counsel investigate 
the situation. 

Idea of confederating England’s 
indies into a chain in opposition to 
Rank’s Odeon and Gaumont-Brit 
ish and the partially Warner Bros. 
owned Associated British Circuit, 
was also further discussed. It was 
admitted by Arthur W. Kelly, UA 
exec v.p., who has been pushing 
the plan, that U. S. companies 
wouldn’t give the new circuit the 
guarantees of product they need 4 
get started. Each company is stil 
hoping to play its pix on the Rank 
chains, despite his restrictions. 

Nevertheless, enough product, it 
was said, is playing the indies t0 
almost automatically put them im 
strong competition with the other 

theatre setups. It was ¢& 
cided that two UA pix for which 
Rank made offers that “— 
called “virtually insulting” shoul 
take their chances playing the in- 
die houses. They are 
Bischoff’s “Intrigue” and = | 
Pickford- Buddy _ Rogers - Ralp 
Cohn’s “Sleep, My Love.” 

Rank offered $32,000 for 
trigue” and 20% for “Sleep. 
pix, it was said, could play Peet 
centage in the indie houses and & 


“In- 
Both 





40% terms or better, so it was 
cided should take 
chances with the indies rather 
than play Odeon. 


__ Wednesday, July 21, 1948 





VARIETY ; 21 





— THOUGHT: 


INA 





“Every week I get a 
shot of that good old 
Vitamin M-G-M! 
This ‘Homecoming’ is 
merely terrific !’’ 


“Zowie! Capra’s done 
it again in ‘State of 
the Union’ !” 


“This Technicolor © 
‘Easter Parade’ is Irv- 
ing Berlin’s top!” 


“Pm nuts about this 
Technicolor ‘On An 
Island With You’ !” 





‘Another sure-fire 
Technicolor hit! ‘Date 
With Judy’ is great!” 





ROVECTIO 










KOO 


‘Garson in tights! Wait 
till they see ‘Julia 
Mishbehaves’ !”’ 





“And now Technicolor- 
ific ‘Three Musketeers’ 
tops them all!” 





“Wait a minute! Just when I thought I'd seen everything I 
get this wire about Technicolor ‘Hills of Home’! Let's read it!” 





“Not since ‘Green Years’ has any preview so deeply moved 
an audience as did ‘Hills of Home’ last night in Glendale 
sneak screening. Here is genuine emotional beauty with 
exciting dramatic background in Technicolor. Superb per- 
formances by Edmund Gwenn, Donald Crisp, Tom Drake, 
Janet Leigh and appeal of Lassie promise big box-office 
rewards. Direction by Fred Wilcox and production by Robert 
Sisk. are top M-G-M quality. It’s another topper in the 
Vitamin M-G-M Parade of Hits!” 
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British Exhib-Bankrolled Film 
Productions Regarded Dubiously 


London, July 20. 

Cooperative film production out- 
fit, instituted here last week by a 
group of independent exhibitors to 
insure them of enough home-made 
product to fill the 45% quota regu- 
Jation, is looked on skeptically in 
the trade. Local industryites re- 
call that a similar venture spon- 
sored by the Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn. before the war fell 
through because of lack of finan- 
cing and production experience. 

New group has already scouted 
the Paignton and Devon studios 
here preparatory to leasing them. 
It’s claimed that 500 theatres were 
represented at the initial planning 
meeting last Friday (16) Satrday 
and Sunday, each of which would 
be willing to invest $1,000. Or- 
ganization plans six features the 
first year at an average cost of 
$400,000 .each. Production would 
be stepped up to 10 the second 
year and 20 the third. 


Sears Details How He 
_ Tried to Get Schary 
' Into the UA Prod. Fold 


United Artists prexy Grad Sears 
reported to the company’s board, 
meeting in New York last week, on 
the confab he had held the previ- 
ous week in Hollywood with Dore 
Sehary. Sears tried to lure the 
former RKO production chief into 
the UA fold as the head of a 100%- 
financed indie unit. Schary chose 
the job of second in command at 
Metro instead. 

Sears made a flying trip to the 
Coast to huddle with Schary after 
setting arrangements for “outside 
money” to finance the unit the 
producer would head. It was said 
that the coin which Sears obtained 
could not be made available to any 
other indie. 

UA prez also reported to the 
board on sevéral potential deals 
with otlier producers. All were 
nixed by the directors. Product, 
it was said, did not come up to the 
standard UA is endeavoring to set. 
In addition, the producers would 
have little chance of getting their 
money out. Board felt that while 
there is immediate gain in dis- 
tribution fees obtained for releas- 
ing even an unsuccessful film, such 
pix couldn’t in the long run do 
anything but hurt the company. It 
is thus adopting a tougher attitude. 

British situation likewise came 
in for discussion by the board, but 
no action was taken. Under con- 





sideration for some time has been 
the possibility of bringing suit 
against J. Arthur Rank to force 
him into giving UA playing time 
on the Odeon circuit, in which it 
is part owner. 





Schary-Rodgers 
Continued from page 3 
ago, he would rather see Schary 





in Chi than travel to the Coast in | Paigns. 


August. Rodgers had several hud- 
dies scheduled with his Chi sales 
staff this week anyway, so will go 
that far whether Schary is able to 
meet him or not. 

It’s been learned that Metro was 
all set to announce several weeks 
ago a slate of 22 pictures for dis- 
tribution or production within the 
next eight months. Deal with 
Schary has now tied up the whole 
works, since he might desire 
changes in the schedule. It’s be- 
lieved that he may want some fea- 
tures speeded up and others de- 
layed because of current market 
conditions. It’s that factor which 
will form the basis of his talks 
with Rodgers. 

To date, Metro has releases set 
only through September. Follow- 
ing the current July releases of 
“Easter Parade” and “A Date With 
Judy,” August will see only one 
film, the foreign-made “Search.” 
Two are earmarked for September, 
“Julia Misbehaves” and “A South- 
ern Yankee.” Eleven more fea- 
tures have either been completed 
or are now editing, while five more 
‘are still in production. Latter 
Broup includes “Edward; My Son,” 
now being filmed at M-G’s Elstree 
studios in London. 


y% 
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Nip Travel Pix 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Robert Carlisle Productions was 
given General MacArthur’s okay 
to shoot a series of travel films 
in Japan, the first since the war. 
| After eight weeks in Manila and 
| Hong Kong, Carlisle and his len- 
lser, Frank Ramsay, are due in 
| Japan this week. They will film 
scenes in Bangkok and Saigon be- 
fore returning to Hollywood. 


EXPECT SCHARY 
TO INFLUENCE 
STORY MART 


Inking of Dore Schary as second 
in command of the Metro studios 
last week is expected to generate a 
resurgence of activity in M-G’s 
story department because of 
Schary’s background as a writer 
and his flair for turning out off- 
the-beaten-path films on compara- 
tively low budgets. Major pub- 
lishing firms, as a result, are look- 
ing to Metro to lead the way out 
of the current static condition of 
the book marts, which haven’t seen 
a single novel off the bestseller 
lists sold to any film company in 
the last several months. 

Before drumming up any busi- 
ness for writers and their agents, 
however, it’s expected that one of 
Schary’s first jobs will be to clean 
out Metro’s current piled-up inven- 
tory, which now represents the 
largest backlog of unfilmed story 
properties among all the studios. 
Value of the beoks and plays 
bought by Metro and now gather- 
ing dust on the shelves was esti- 
mated in the company’s last an- 
nual financial report at some 
$7,000,000. That was one of the 
chief reasons. leading M-G to 
abandon its prize-novel contest re- 
cently and to give up other options 
on story properties, such as the 
ones it held on all Atlantic Month- 
ly “firsts’—those novels and short 
stories first appearing in that mag. 

It’s noted, meanwhile, that 
Schary’s production penchant, as 
evidenced during the 18 months he 
served as RKO production veepee, 
lay in building boxoffice winners 
out of original story properties. 
Even so, “Crossfire,” which is gen- 
erally considered one of the best 
pictures turned out by RKO under 
his supervision, was adapted from 
a best selling novel, “The Brick 
Foxhole.” It’s believed to be a 
tossup, consequently, as to whether 
he’ll intensify the prowl for best 
selling novels at Metro or depend 
more on original screen plays for 
the majority of pix. 

In line with the dearth of recent 
book sales to film companies, the 
major publishers deny allegations 
that the nation’s writers haven’t 
turned up anything good. Fault, 
they ciaim, lies in the studios’ cur- 
rently renewed cost-cutting cam- 
Efforts to save money not 
only have militated against the 
sale of any new books but have 
also prevented studios from film- 
ing many of those now lying on 
their shelves. As a result, most 
studios’ inventories of story prop- 
erties are far above normal, a fac- 
tor which they claim has had most 
to do with the market’s static 
condition. 


PCC Hands Out 772G 
From Third Fund Drive 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Permanent Charities Committee 
of the motion picture industry 
handed out $772,000 as the first 
move in the distribution of the 
$1,137,900 collected by Hollywood’s 
Third Annual United Appeal. 

Allocations included the Los An- 
geles Community Chest, $685,000; 
Burbank Community Chest, $10,- 
000; Santa Monica Community 
Chest, $8,000; Glendale Commu- 
nity Chest, $3,000; Damon Run- 
yon Memorial Fund, $25,000, in ad- 
dition to $10,000 advanced last 
Fall; L. A. Tuberculosis and 
Health Assn., $33,000, and Sister 

















Kenny Foundation, $8,000. 


|he said, even though the organiza- 











ASCAP Suit 
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mean that the same fees will be 
passed on to exhibs in the way of 
increased rentals. 

Suit, based on claims by each of 
the 164 plaintiffs, led in the court 





fight by Harry Brandt, aiso asked 
$700,000 treble damages. Judge 
Leibell ruled out that claim, declar- | 
ing the plaintiffs had not shown 
proof that. the performance rights 
were worth any less than what was 
paid. ASCAP formula for collect- 
ing fees was “fair and reasonable,” 


tion operated a monopoly. “I'm 
satisfied,” he added, “that the 
plaintiffs were not injured by 
ASCAP’s violations during the pe- 
riod.” 4 

ASCAP Appealing, of Course 

ASCAP officials. meanwhile, de- 
clared that they will endeavor to 
have the case reopened on the plea 
that Judge Leibell was not fully in- 
formed on certain major points in 
their standard licensing agree- 
ments. 

Underlying the entire decision 
was the belief that if ASCAP had 
not increased its rates last August, | 
the judge would have ruled in its | 
favor. Fact that the organization | 
had the power to up its fees as| 
high as 15 times over those in ef- | 








Brandt’s Yes & No 


One of the most interesting 
points made by Judge Leibell 
in his decision on the ASCAP 
case yesterday (Tues.) was 
that even though a plaintiff in 
an anti-trust case may have 
violated anti-trust laws in con- 
duct of his own business, that 
has no relationship with the 
case at hand. 

ASCAP had attempted to 
put in a special defense plea 
that Harry Brandt and other 
of the indie exhib plaintiffs 
were guilty of “unclean hands” 
in setting up monopolistic 
practices in booking their 
own theatres. Judge quoted 
Brandt’s testimony as admit- 
ting that he had obtained some 
of the “advantages” con- 
demned by the U. S. Supreme 
Court in its decision on the 
film industry’s anti-trust case. 
Anti-trust violations of, the 
plaintiff in this case, however, 
the judge ruled, cannot prop- 
erly be said to have any “im- 
mediate and necessary rela- 
tion to the equity he seeks.” 











fect since 1934, Judge Leibell said, 
“is an indication of the power 
ASCAP has unlawfully acquired.” 
Plaintiffs are _ entitled, conse- 
quently, “to have the court exer- 
cise its equitable powers to pre- 
vent a recurrence of what hap- 
pened in 1947 and to have their 
rights adjudicated and protected 
by a court decree.” 
‘Almost All .. . Anti-Trust’ 

In a detailed history outlining 
how ASCAP has violated the anti- 
trust laws, the court declared: “Al- 
most every part of the ASCAP 
structure; almost all of ASCAP’s 
activities in licensing motion pic- 
ture theatres involve a violation 
of the anti-trust laws. Although 
each member of ASCAP is granted 
by the copyright law a monopoly 
in the copyright work, it is un- 
lawful for the owners of a num- 
ber of copyrighted works to com- 
bine their copyrights by any agree- 
ment or arrangement, even if it is 
for the purpose of thereby better 
preserving their property rights.” 

Action of ASCAP members in 
transferring all their non-dramatic 
performing rights to ASCAP con- 
sequently, is a combination in re- 
straint of trade, the judge ruled. 
It restrains competition among 
members of ASCAP in marketing 
the performing rights. By barring 
a member from assigning rights 
to a film producer at the same 
time recording rights are assigned, 
the channels in which the films 
may be marketed is limited to 
those exhibitors who have a license 
from ASCAP. 


Judge also brought film pro- 
ducers into the picture, claiming 
their agreements with ASCAP to 
book pictures only into theatres 
with an ASCAP license is a fur- 
ther violation of anti-trust laws. 
“Fact that ASCAP is a member- 
ship association gives it no im- 
munity,” the court stated. “Ar- 
rangements or combinations de- 
signed to stifle competition can- 
not be immunized by adopting a 
membership device accomplishing 
that purpose.” 





Court’s 5 Points Against ASCAP 


Following are the five points established as injunctive relief for 
independent exhibitors in their suit against ASCAP, as outlined 
in his decision on the case yesterday (Tues.) by N. Y. Federal 


Judge Vincent H. Leibell: 


1. Directed ASCAP to divest itself with all reasonable speeq 
of all public performance rights, through motion picture exhipj. 
tion, of compositions which have been synchronized with films 
and to assign said performance to the owners of the original copy- 


rights on the songs. 


2. Restrained ASCAP in the future from obtaining public per. 
formance rights of any musical composition synchronized with 
films. when such musical composition is performed publicly for 
profit in conjunction with exhibition of said film. 

3. Restrained ASCAP members from refusing to grant film pre. 
ducers the right to perform publicly for profit through film ex. 
hibition all musical compositions which they allow film producers 


te synchronize in their product. 


4. Restrained ASCAP members from licensing except to film pro- 
ducers the public performance rights for profit through exhibition 


of said compositions. 


5. Restrained ASCAP and its members from conspiring with pro- 
ducers for the purpose of including a clause, in contracts issued 
by producers to exhibitors, directly or indirectly requiring exhibi- 
tors to obtain an ASCAP license as a condition to exhibition of 


pictures. 








Key City B.O. Rates 
Up 68% Over Prewar 


Washington, July 20. 


Motion picture admission rates 
in the larger cities have jumped 
approximately 68% from the pre- 
war levels, according to figures 
compiled by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the Department of 
Labor. 

Taking the 1935-39 average as 
100%, the Bureau found that adult 
filmery tickets cost 164.1% of that 
average in June, 1947, and 167.7% 
in Mareh, 1948, last date for 
which figures are available. In 
June, 1947, children’s rates were 
158.5% of the prewar levels. In 
March, 1948, the level had moved 
a little higher to 160%. The over- 
all average for the last available 
date was 167.7%. 








Summer Slump 


Continued from page 3 





is on a tremendously higher plane 
than in pre-war years. They can 
yet drop a long way before they'll 
come close to the level of 1937-38, 
which were then considered very 
good years. Offsetting in part the 
much higher grosses currently, of 
course, are the much higher costs. 


Summer Resort Biz Up 


While the warm weather fall in 
biz has badly hit some exhibs, 
present general prosperity has 
helped keep overall grosses from 
slumping too badly. Result of the 
high level ofncome is seen in the 
excellent grosses being racked up 
by houses in summer resorts, | 
which are compensating somewhat 
for the dropoff in urban centers. 
One distrib exec pointed out this 
week that theatres in resort towns 
that were doing $5,000 in 1938 were 
averaging $7,500 last season and 
are hitting $8,500 currently. 

Resort biz, however, can never 
completely compensate for city 
grosses, since admission prices are 
generally much lower. Likewise, 
instead of the heaviest b.o. take 
occurring on weekends; biggest in- 
come is on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, when 
poppa is back in town and ma and 
the kids are alone. 


_ Urge to get in the family 
jalopy and take off for the beach 
or countryside hit this year at the 
traditional time. As in the past, 
the slide at the b.o. began in May, 
continued through June (although 
rain through much of the nation 
helped theatres somewhat) and is 
going on at the moment. If the 
graph continues true to form, an 
upturn can be looked for about 
Aug. 10. Around that’time, ap- 
parently, the novelty of the open 
road, the sunburned hide and the 
picnic lunch have worn off to the 
point where home and a theatre 
again look attractive. 





MAJOR OLDFIELD SWITCHED 


Major Barney Oldfield, assistant 
to Major Gen. Floyd L. Parks, 
chief of the Army’s Public Infor- 
mation Division here, goes to a 
new assignment in the Command 
and General Staff School class, be- 
ginning September, at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kans. 

Oldfield was film editor of the 
Nebraska State Journal, Lincoln, 
Neb., before the war, and came 
back from the army to work a year 
and a half at Warners in Holly- 
wood. He gave up civilian 
to return to the Army as a regular 
last August. 


} 


| 





STATE DEPT. LOOKS T0 “fe 
REPLACEMENT ON PIX 


Washington, July 20. 

State Department hopes to have 
a replacement in the next week or 
two for Wilson T. M. Beale, Jr., its 
commercial motion picture special- 
ist. Beale’s short tour of duty on 
the flicker beat ends this month. 
Then he transfers to the National 
War College for several months or 


Due to strong industry agitation 
for a man to stay with the’ job, 
State Department is looking for a 
career Official who could be as- 
signed to motion pictures for two 
or three years. It is believed that 
he will be a man high enough in 
State Department officialdom to 
dicker on an even basis with in- 
dustry toppers and also with for- 
eign governments over the prob- 
lems facing films abroad. 

There has been concern over 
Beale’s assignment to New York 
since he made a very good impres- 
sion on industry people during the 
short time he was with the job. 
Trouble has been the failure of the 
State Department to recognize the 
job sufficiently important to com- 
mand the services of a good man 
for a long period. 


George Canty spent nearly four 
years at it and was considered 
highly satisfactory to the motion 
picture people. In February Canty 
was switched to the embassy in 
Switzerland. He was succeeded by 
R. Horton Henry who, after a 
couple of months, was shifted to 
Damascus. Then Beale, assistant 


chief of the division of commerci 
policy, was put on the job tem- 
porarily. 





Congress Mad-On 


Continued frem page 2 


spots have been suffering from no 
biz heebie-jeebies. 

When Congress returns all bills 
come alive again, resuming theif 
status quo as of the last day of 
the recent regular session. For ex 
ample, several bills are buried in 
the House Judiciary Committee 
but again could be acted upon. 
One of these is the measure to 
make jukeboxes subject to the 
copyright laws, so that the juke 
operators would have to pay per 
forming rights on the reco 
played in the machines. Another 
is the so-called “anti-ASCAP” bill, 
which would require ASCAP to 
collect its performing rights fees 
on motion picture soundtracks 
from the studios rather than from 
the theatres. ; 

There are also Pills to give 
writers and composers the special, 
lower tax rates now enjoyed by 
operators of oilwells. The recall of 
Congress may affect the propo 
Hollywood investigation by 
House Small Business Committee. 
This committee had expected to 
junket to L. A. on alleged new 
anti-trust violations by the studios 
as well as visiting a number of 
other cities on different matters. 


“The committee” members,” 
pointed out an employee, “simply 
can’t be visiting cities from coast 
to coast and gathering needed 
evidence while a Congress session 
is on.” 

Rep. Carroll Kearns, of the 
House Labor Committee, has als0 
been figuring on another visit t0 
Hoilywood this -summer or fall. 
Whether the special session wil! 1 
terfere with this, is not yet know®. 
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Clips from Film Row 





CHICAGO 


Wayne Singer, assistant manager 
of Lido, Maywood, becomes man- 
ager of Capitol, Whiting, Ind. 

Balaban & Katz circuit will issue 
free fan magazine, “Show,” starting 
July 23. Weekly eight-pager will 
have 50,000 press run on first issue. 

Gael Sullivan, exec director of 
TOA, in town huddling with John 
Balaban and other circuit heads. 

Stradford, weekend vaude house 
on southside for years, added Fri- 
day to stageshow setup. 


| 
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Minneapolis suburb. Jack Wright 
and Gordon Greene have asked for 


a renewal of their license issued a | 


year ago. Others wanting to build 
are Joe Powers, former of National 
Screen and partner in several thea- 
tres, and Al Svensson, 
theatre building concern. Wright is 
a Red Wing. Minn., exhib and 
Greene recently resigned from Na- 


|tional Sereen sales staff. 


Cliff Gill. former 20th-Fox ex- 
ploiteer here and now freelancing 
at Los Angeles, visited Sioux Falls, 

D., in connection with new 


: S. 
Max Roth, Film Classics head, | paqgio show he and Joe Floyd, thea- 


back after month in hospital. 


Sooth and Lubiiner circuit 
bought the Cozy, 500-seater in 
South Bend, Ind. from Harry 
Pravat. 


Rialto, second-run Loop house, 
slashed matinee admissions to 40c. 
before t p.m. and 55 cents until 
5 o'clock. Clark, downtown third- 
run, also cut admish to 29c. before 
5 o'clock. 

Ludwig Sussman, operator of 
Adelphi, in Milwaukee hospital. 

Jack Echardt, 20th-Fox head 
booker, upped to salesman. Old 
job will be taken over by his. as- 
sistant, Annamae Suffern. 

Tom Gilliam announced three- 
week pay bonus to 20th-Fox em- 
ployees as result of Andy Smith 
drive, record. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Village council of Golden Valley, 
local suburb, deferred action on 
granting of license to build and 
operate a new theatre there. Three 
interests are competing for the 
license and one of them, Paul K. 
Enghauser, associated with Al 
Svensson of Sebco, local theatre 
builders, tendered a $5,000 certified 
check. Council granted a license 
about a year ago to Golden Valley 
Theatre Corp., but start of work 
has been delayed. Another seeking 
a license is Joe Powers, formerly 
with National Screen. : 

When he unveiled his renovated 
film house in his hometown of 
Westhope, N. D., recently, Howard 
Henry was able to get what he con- 
siders revenge for being fined for 
a parking meter violation at Minot, 
N. D., neighboring town. Opposed 
to parking meters, Henry refused 
to put a coin in the one at Minot 
as a matter of principle and was 
fined. Out of resentment against 
the Minot parking meter incident, 
Henry decided to “re-make” West- 
hope which has been without a film 
house. He has built the theatre and 
a number of other buildings, 
launching numerous new enter- 

rises to make Westhope a rival of 

finot. 

Three applications filed for new 
theatre licenses in Golden Valley, 
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tre manager there, are launching. 

Duane Becker. Paramount sales- 
man, invalided at Minot, N, D., by 
an injured back. 

Southside Business Men’s Assn. 
offering a $250 government bond 
prize for best name submitted for 
new neighborhood theatre being 
built here by Nathan Shapiro and 
Bennie Berger. 

Bill Mussman, Paramount sales- 
man, confined to his home follow- 
ing heart attack. 

Florence McHugh, M-G-M_ in- 
spectress, injured in auto accident. 


KANSAS CITY 


M. G. Shackleford resigned as 
Eagle Lion branch manager to go 
into another industry. Had been 
exchange manager here since in- 
ception of Eagle Lion. Beverly 
Miller, company’s district man- 
ager, also left recently to go into 
business on his own. Gene Snitz 
moves up from city.salesman to 
exchange manager. 


Admiral, east side nabe, re- 
opened after virtually complete re- 
building. Theatre burned last 
December. Dan Bodney, a co- 


owner, is handling house for time 


being. 

Jim Castle, exploitation rep for 
Paramount, transferred to St. 
Louis. 


Erfiie Block is new salesman with 
Selznick Releasing Organization 
here. Will) work with Tommy 
Thompson, who had been handling 
local work by himself. 


Hugh Siverd and Roger Ruddick, . 


Fox Micwest managers, are assist- 
ing in “Save a Life Campaign” 
here, be:ng carried out in conjunc- 
tion with Public Service Co., K. C. 
Safety Council, police department 
and several private firms. 

Plan of Midwest Drive-In Thea- 
tre Corp. to up kid attendance 
with free pony rides has spread 
to their installation here, the Mis- 
souri drive-in, on East Highway 40. 
Other drive-ins in area are sticking 
close to their regular admission 
policy. 


LOS ANGELES 


Columbia’s  15-chapter _ serial, 
“Superman,”’ has been booked into 
the RKO Hillstreet and Pantages 
theatres here, the first time a cliff- 
invaded first run 
houses in these parts. Similar 
bookings have been arranged for 
the Golden Gate, San Francisco; 
Tower, San Diego, and Orpheum, 
Denver. Move is explained as an 
attempt to stimulate summer busi- 
ness among the younger film fans. 

New branch offices were opened 


by the Selznick Releasing Organi- 


zation in Chicago, Indianapolis and 
New Orleans. Recent additions to 
the SRO personnel include: H. L. 
Frost and James H. Kaylor, In- 
dianapolis; Ernest Block, Kansas 
City; Joseph Marks, Toronto; 


| Charles Weiner, Minneapolis, and 


Harold Marenstein, New York. 


‘SEATTLE 


Egyptian Building Corp., headed 
by Frank L. .Newman, Evergreen 
Theatres prexy, purchased the 
Egyptian theatre building in the 
university district. Evergreen has 
operated this nabe house for years. 

Bob Blair, heading Paramount 
exploitation in northwest for sey- 
eral years, transferred to Holly- 
wood in similar stint. 

George Dowden new manager 
of Palomar, succeeding Gerard 
Fowler, resigned. 

Jack Flannery back as manager 
for National Screen here. 


ST. LOUIS 


Ralph Clark purchased the Idaho, 
Sumner, Ill., from Merlin Atkins. 
Clark formerly operated a house in 
Clay City, IL 

Theatre owners and execs on 
Film Row hosted Fred C. Soutter, 
former regional manager here for 
Fox Midwest Circuit prior to his 
transfer to Kansas City for the 
same company. ogi 

Flora Amus. Co., which runs two 
houses in Flora, TL, will plan a 
new 900-seater in the same town. 

Paul Durbin, Perry, HL, opened 
new OD-RE theatre, Bluffs, ILL, 











head of a/| 


and shuttered his Bluffs in same | 
town. 
Repeal of 5° tax on picture 
theatre ducats and 5°® on all sports 
events has been promised by city 
solons when a half of 1% wage bill 
is enacted by local Board of Alder- 
men. Alderman Herman Novack 
promised to introduce the repeal at 
a special session of the lawmakers 
| within the next 30 days. Exhibitors 
| beefed long and loudly over duca | 
|}admish tax. 
NEW YORK | 
Donald R. Duff made general | 
sales manager of Pogular Pictures | 
'Co., Cincinnati. With Lee L. Gold- | 
berg, he will concentrate on cir-| 
|cuits and theatres booked out of 
| Cincinnati. 
Eagle Lion ad-publicity veepee | 
Max E. Youngstein left yesterday 
(Tuesday) on the second leg of his 
nationwide tour of all 31 exchanges 
as captain of the Bill Heineman 
sales drive. He's to visit New 
Haven, Philadelphia and Washing- 
ton, appointing deputy captains In 
each branch will follow 
through .n operation of the drive 
under plans he’s to outline. 
William Shartin, former Eagle | 








whan 
vy eas 


Lion eastern division manager, 
named district manager of Port- 
land-Seattle territory by Film 


Classics; replaces Jack Kloepper, 
resigned. Shartin, a 20-year vet in 
film industry, will attend FC sales 
meet in N. Y., July 30-Aug. 1. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Sidney Samuelson, general man- 
ager of Allied of Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania and New Jersey, will install 
a booking and buying service for 
his organization. Project should be 
ready within the next six weeks. 

It will be patterned after similar 
operations run by Allied in Chi- 
| cago, Wisconsin and Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Minimum goal of $100,000 set for 
Philadelphia exchange area in Will | 
Rogers Memorial Hospital cam- 
paign. In addition to contribution 
solicitations, subscriptions will be 
sold in a contest. 


SAN ANTONIO 


C. H. Moss named manager 
of Broadway, Interstate suburban 
house in Alamo Heights here. 

Victory, formerly operated by 
Underwood & Ezell circuit of 
Dallas, in Amarillo bought by 
Hiram Parks, a cireuit operator. 


TOLEDO 


The Princess, formerly used as 
moveover house by Balaban & 
Katz, Chicago, for product shown 
first in the Paramount, remodeled 
as a firstrun. Approximately $100,- 
oe was spent on the 36-year-old 

ouse. 


ALBANY 


Plans to raise $10,000 in the Al- 
bany exchange district for Will 
Rogers Memorial Hospital at Sar- 
anae Lake discussed at a meeting 
in a 20th-Fox projection room. It 
followed one held in Buffalo. 


RALEIGH 


Elm at Greensboro reopened 
June 29 after being shuttered since 
early May for facelifting. 


CLARKSBURG 


Donn Wermuth, manager of War- 
ner theatres at Fairmont, W. Va. 
since 1946, resigned. 


Cathy O’Donnell Quits 
Goldwyn on Loanout Beef 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Cathy O'Donnell, under contract 
to Samuel Goldwyn with three 
years to go, departed from the pay- 
roll after an argument with her 
boss about a loanout job in Martin 
Mooney’s indie production, “The 
Daughter of Ramona.” Under- 
stood she told Goldwyn she would 
rather be freed from her contract 
if she had to appear in films off 
the home lot. 

Studio announced that another 
actress would replace Miss O’Don- 
nell as co-star with Farley Granger 
in “Roseanna McCoy,” which starts 
Sept. 2. 








PREP SAFETY SHORTS 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Cascade Productions is making a 
series of 13 shorts financed by Fox 
West Coast in ecoperation with the 
National Safety Council. 

Briefies, produced by Barney 
Carr and directed by Roy Sea- 
wright, go into work Aug. 1 on the 
Hal Roach lot, with a cast of Los 
Angeles traffic cops doing their 





3 Pix Houses Costing 
$1,200,000 Planned By 
Associated Near L.A. 


Los Angeles. 
Construction of three new film 
theatres, with a total seating 
capacity of 4,600 and an invest- 
ment of more than $1,200,000, will 
be started in November by Asso- 
cited Theatres, Inc., which operates 


116 houses in the Detroit and Min-| prake. Chicago, Sept. 24 


neapolis districts. Alex Schreiber. 


prexy, has owned the sites in this | 


area for several years. 

The Valley Plaza. a 2.000-seater, 
and the Vaiiey Village, seating 
1.200, will be built in San Fer- 
nando Valley. The Paradise, 
1.400 seater, is slated for West- 


chester, suburb of L. A. 





3. New Texas Drive-Ins 
Weatherford, Texas. 

Construction started near here 
on a 350-car drive-in to be operated 
by C. H. Jones, who also runs the 
Plaza here. 
New 400-car drive-in being 
built at Waco by Ed Newman, who 
also operates the Sunset 
at Brownwood. 
Audrey Cox opened 
Yucea drive-in at Lamesa: 
New Texas Drive-Ins 

Denton, Texas. 
Second drive-in opened here by 
George Franklin being called the 
Colonial. Recently Lester Dollison 
opened his Rancho Drive-In here. 


3 Ohio Drive-Ins Tee Off 
Toledo. 

Sunset Auto Theatre, near Steu- 
benville, O., openeded recently. Ca- 
pacity is 750 cars. -It is owned by 
John Selby, and Ralph Noltemeyer, 
of Co-op Theatres, Cleveland. 
One of more lavish drive-ins in 
this sector opened recently near 
Battle Creek, Mich., boasting 880- 
car capacity. Known as the Battle 
Creek Auto Theatre, it is owned by 
Mid-West Enterprises, Inc., with 
Paul O. Brake manager. Project 
cost $185,000. Firm is also planning 
a similar drive-in on opposite side 
of Battle Creek, having already ac- 
quired the site. 

Third new drive-in to open in 
Akron (O.) area this season is -700- 
car Montrose, west of Fairlawn, 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
A .Tyrrell. 


is 


350-ear 


Open 2 








1,000-Seater For Watertown, S.D. 
Minneapolis. 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
circuit) plans to start a new 1,000- 
seat theatre at Watertown, S. D., to 
replace the State, recently de- 
stroyed by fire. It also will spend 
$30,000 in improving the Lyrie, 
local loop .moveover house: will 
install a new canopy at Loring, 
local nabe house, and air-condition- 
ing plant at State, Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Schreiber group of Detroit, Mich., 
operating the Lyceum, local legiti- 
mate roadshow theatre now in 
downtown firstrun field, will install 
air-conditioning soon. 


Salisbury, N. C., Drive-In 
Raleigh. 
Salisbury drive-in near Salis- 
bury, opened with S. L. Pinkston 
as manager and partner. Other 
partner is.W. J. Martin of Lincoln- 
ton. 


Jean Hersholt Briefs 
Acad on European Trip 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Prexy Jean Hersholt, of the Aca- 
demy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences, gave Academy board 
members a brief review of his trip 
abroad Monday night (19) at the 
first meeting of that body in two 
months. 
the weekend after two months in 








Europe. 
Academy  prexv scouted = as 
“very unlikely,” any — serious 


trouble in future between Ameri- 
can and foreign producers. He felt 
sure that the differences would 
“readjust themselves.” He saw con- 
siderable production in Scandina- 
via currently, particularly in Swe- 
den, where there are some films 
which might be worth importing 
since the subject matter is more 
easily understandable to American 
audiences. 
and Danish producers asked him 
if some method, whereby markets 
could be opened for them in the 
U. S., might not be devised. 

; While abroad, he huddled exten- 
sively with film toppers in Eng- 
land, Belgium, Denmark and 
Sweden. He also met with film 
leaders of other nations on the 
feasibility of an international film 
exposition in Hollywood. 

Some results were touched on at 
these meets, but Hersholt will 





stuff. 


make a more complete report later. 





drive-in | 


Hersholt returned over | 


He said both Swedish | 


Decree and Tele 
TOA Conv. Topics 


| With the Theatre Owners of 
| America’s national convention still 


/more than two months away, more 
‘than 400 exhibitors have already 
reported they’ll attend the two-day 
| meet, which tees off at the Hotel 





, High- 
lighting the agenda will be a dis- 
cussion and study of the recent 


U. S. Supreme Court decision and 
the assignment of committees for 
the study of specialized probiems. 
such as television. 

TOA’s legal advisory council is 
expected to hold a special session 
on the anti-trust decision, accord- 
ing to Robert Coyne, TOA’s re- 
ltiring exec director: Council will 
; then report to the convention with 
/recommendations to exhib mem- 
| bers about their modus operandi 
junder the @cision. Intra-industry 
| conciliation and arbitration prob- 
| lems will also come in for their 
|full share of huddling. Concilia- 
| tion program suggested at a re- 
icent Allied meet in Minneapolis 
iis to get a full going over. Plan 
has met with informal approval of 
TOA officials, according to Coyne, 
| but is still so vague in format that 
it hasn't been presented to the 
TOA board for official okay. 

An as yet unselected official of 
one of the tele broadcasting com- 
|; panies will tell exhibs about the 
relationship between their busi- 
ness and the upcoming TV indus- 
try. In addition, delegates will be 
given a chance to see a demonstra- 
tion of large-screen theatre video. 
Other industry problems tentative- 
ly up for discussion are 16m com- 
petition, taxation, public relations, 
audience expansion, campaigns and 
charities, distributor-exhibitor re- 
lations and the _ organization’s 
budget and finance. 


Format of the convention hasn't 
been approved yet by the TOA 
board, Coyne said, but it’s ex- 
pected to comprise three general 
business sessions. He said distribu- 
tion and studio execs were also 
| expected to attend, since many of 
| the problems up for discussion in- 
|volve them as well as exhibitors. 
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NBC PROMISE VS. PERFORMANCE 





Dems Sidestep Free U.S. Radio Plank 


A free “Voice of America” 


plank rather 


Philadelphia, July 20. 


than a free domestic 


radio plank is what turned up last Wednesday (13) in the platform 


adopted by the Democratic National Committee. 


Completely side- 


stepped was the thing that the broadcasters were interested in— 


recognition of the rights of rad 
Amendment to the, Constitution. 


The Republican platform, a fortnight earlier, 


io and television under the First 


contained no radio 


plank at all, although a free radio paragraph had been included 


in the party’s 1944 platform. 


Last week’s Democratic platform also included several other. pro- 


visions of interest and application to show biz. 


st ated: 


The radio plank 


“We urge the vigorous promotion of worldwide freedom in the 
gathering and dissemination of news by radio, press and television, 
with complete confidence that an informed people will determine 


Ww isely 


the course of damestic a 


nd foreign policy.” 


The sereen came in for no particular attention in the platform, 
but one plank at least partly seemed to rebuke the House Un- 


American Activities Committee 
fall, so far as that investigation 
The plank said. 


for its probe of Hollywood last 
touched on the content of films. 


“We deplore the repeated attempts of Republicans in the 80th 


Congress to impose thought control upon the American 


and to encroach on the freedom 


people 
of speech and press.” 


In the section on foreign policy, the Democrats endorsed restora- 


tion of the full reciprocal trade 


stricted by the Republican Congress. 


tion and other branches of the 


agreements, which have been re- 
The Motion Picture Associa- 
industry have favored the trade 


agreements as necessary to assure the open door for our motion 
_, bactures in many foreign countries. 











Truman's 2 A.M. Next-to-Closing 


Act Deemed 


The broadcasting industry's post- ¢ 
me tem verdict on President Harry | 

Truman’s acceptance speech last 
Wedunotat night (14) was that. it 
was a hit “special events” show 
which played to an almost empty 
house. 

Undoubtedly, but for bad tim- 
ing, the No. 1 Democrat’s fighting, 
almost entirely off-the-cuff talk 
would have copped a sock Hooper 
both on tele and radio. Its 2 a.m. 
teeoff, however, amounted to a case 
of poor showmanagement which 
conceivably cost Truman a great 
many votes. 

For 


print; 


Republican press of the country; 
it broke too late for the morning 


papers’ home editions, and, by the | 


time the afternoon sheets were out, 
the Republicans had had time to 
top it with loud cries of “cheap 
politics.” 

If the Demo party bosses’ plan- 
ning hadn't been fouled up by the 
Dixie revoH, a long series of nom- 
ination seconding harangues and 
such ineidents as the ill-fated 
pigeon stunt, the President might 
have taken to the air between 10 
and 11 p.m. That was the blue- 
print. And the time was still not 
too late to give Truman a whop- 
ping AM-TV audience. 

As it turned out, the conscensus 


(Continued on page 34) 


Kyser in Colgate 





Exit; Brooks Hot 


Colgate, in a revamp of its 1948- 
°49 
definitely - dropping the Saturday 
night NBC Kay Kyser show and in- 


dications at the moment are that | 


the company will buy the new CBS 
house-built “Our Miss Brooks,” the 
Eve 
situation comedy which preemed as 
a sustainer on Monday (19). 
Colgate has been auditioning a 


number of shows, including the 
radio version of “I Remember 
Mama,” but the CBS program is re- 


ported far out in the sweepstakes | 
lead. with likelihood of a decision 
in a day or two. “Brooks” has an 
$8.000 weekly gross price tag, | 

which includes the agency commis- 
sion. If Colgate buys “Brooks” it | 
will go into the Sunday night 9:30 
CBS period. 

With Kyser exiting, the new Col- 
gate lineup will include Judy 
Canova and “Can You Top This?” 
as a back-to-back Saturday night 
NBC parlay; the Dennis Day NBC 
show, “Blondie,” 
the new acquisition. 


the speech—generally con- | 
ceded to be the best of Truman's | 
career—lost much of its punch in | 
it was a cinch to get no fa-| 
vovrable play in the predominantly | 


nighttime program roster, is | 


Arden-Hollywood originating | 


Bill Stern and_ 


Poor Showmanship 





'Eire’s Home-Brand Hooper! 


Dublin, July 13. 

Largest time buyers on Eire ra- 
dio—tIrish Hospitals’ Trust (sweep- 
stake organization)—is undertak- 
ing the first countrywide poll to 
test public opinion on its nightly 
60-minute air shows. 

Survey is being split to get opin- 
ions on each night’s show—differ- 
ent types being aired throughout 
the week. 


Alan Young Top Choice 
For ‘Breakfast in H’ wood’ 


Alan Young is top choice as 
/Garry Moore’s successor on “‘Break- 
fast in Hollywood” and can have it 
if he'll eschew other radio commit- | 
ments. 

ABC's Bud Barry had several 
talks with him on the Coast after 
it was decided not to change the 
show’s format. Likely that Moore 
will continue as emcee until Pills- 
bury comes on in September as co- 
sponsor of the audience participa- 
tor with Procter & Gamble. 





ee 


PROGRAM PLAN 
STILL ELISE 


t’s been nearly a 
since NBC put 


year now 
itself on record 
that, in line with its newly-ac- 
'quired accent-on-youth adminis- 
| trative format and fresh approach 
to old problems, a similar em- 
| phasis would be placed on net- 
work-developed programming. it 
was recognized that, perhaps in 
public service programming more 
| than any other phase of its opera- 
i tion, the network was completely 
lacking. Upshot was that NBC an- 
nounced the creation of a pro- 





| creative ideas which could be 
translated into coast-to-coast shows 


was really carrying the operating- 
ing-the-publie-interest ball. 
However, in these between-sea- 
sons “taking stock’ days, there’s 
been an increasing awareness, even 
within the NBC network -ranks, 
|that somewhere along the line 
somebody missed his cue line, 


ing to get off the public service 
hook, it’s been generally . recog- 
i nized that exactly nothing has hap- 
pened. R 

In its one serious attempt to 
put its best foot forward this past 


| Season, NBC did come up with its | 


“Living—1948” Sunday afternoon 
series which, it’s conceded, man- 
aged occasionally to project some 
vital ideas, but on the whole 


‘failed to contribute much toward | 


heightening the web’s stature. As 
one* radio exec put it: “It’s still 
Toscanini and the NBC Symphony | 
| Orchestra, and the network is still 
standing pat on that.” 

The web’s outstanding job, for 
which it was widely kudosed, on 
coverage of the two political con- | 
ventions via its tieup with Life | 
magazine, has demonstrated that, 
when it comes to the know-how 
techniques, - the application 
'showmanship, plus the coin 
vestiture, NBC’s got it. 


| ming on a continuing basis rather 
‘reserving it for special events, 
when it’s expected of a network 
of NBC’s stature. 

| What particularly irks some of 
|the brass around the network is 
when they attempt to draw a 
parallel between the almost static 
NBC status of creative program- 
ming and the Bill- Paley-inspired 
job going on at CBS. The latter 
web, it’s acknowledged, is not 


(Continued on page 37) 





gram board for the projection of | 


and demonstrate that the network | 


for | 
in adding up the score since NBC | 
| publicly acclaimed that it was go- | 


of | 
in- | 
But it | 
must be transiated into program- | 
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To Emcee Group; 
| Are Only Bar 


—_ 


Quiz-Giveaway Boom a Bonanza 


: Time Schedules 
to 606-1006 Takes 





Sweet Kitty 
Hollywood, July 20. 

Biow agency is studying a 
plan to increase the jackpot 
op -“Take It Or Leave It” to 
$640 and let it ride double to 
a top payoff of $20,000. Dial- 
ers around the country may be 
called to race with the studio 
participants for the heavy 
sugar. 

Both agency and client feel 
the show needs a cash hypo to 
compete with other giveaway 
quizzers. 


ABC Also on A 
Savings Binge To 
Pay TV Freight 


The economy axe,. which has 
been cutting a swath through all 
CBS departments of late, has now 
turned up at ABC. The retrench- 
iment, as far as could be learned 
| this week, is not as drastic as CBS’, 
where some personnel has been 
lopped off, but apparently springs 
|from a similar cause—heavy out- 
lay in TV facilities, personnel and 

















* Radio's 


qui7-giveaway boom 
has turned into a gold rush for 
a select coterie of glib-tongued 
spielers, a number of whom are 
now pocketing more cash than the 
President of the United States. 

By the same token, a consider- 
able segment of the industry’s 
dramatic talent, who've seen their 
shows squeezed off the ether by 
the giveaway craze, are scratch- 
ing hard for pay dirt and praying 
for the Gay the current fad suc- 
cumbs. For, in effect, cash and 
merchandise have supplanted ac- 
tors as the “cast” in dozens of air 
shows. It takes only an emcee, 
an announcer and an organist to 
man a giveaway. 

It's little wonder, then, that 
John Reed King, who -probably 
ranks among the top half-dozen 
busiest confe:enciers, had to apol- 
ogize on |, the air + the otter night 


———— 


Gm moe I Love You 
Tin Pan Alleyites are an- 
giing for some of that “Stop 
The Music” gravy via original 
tunes cued to the stanza. 
ABC, which airs the give- 
away, has received a number 
of such ditties, one titled 
“Stop the Music,”’ another tab- 
bed, “Listen to the Mystery 
Melody of My Heart.” 


for his “hoarseness. In ‘addition to 
his own multiple emceeing chores, 





programming. 

Whether the order to cut ABC | 
department budgets, issued in a re- | 
cent meeting of all department | 
heads with web brass, will cost | 
{many or any webbers their jobs | 
‘isn’t generally known yet. In most 
staffs, apparently, shearing of non- 


(Continued on page 34) 


WCAU’s 12% Staff Hike 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

WCAU, local affiliate of CBS, 
has renewed its contract with the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists. Deal provides for pay in- 
creases of about 12% for the staff. 
Union shop conditions are con- 
tinued. 

Station is owned by the Evening 
Bulletin, but operated by the for- 
mer owners, Isaac D. and Leon 
Levy. Latter are large stockhold- 
ers of CBS. 























he was pinchhitting for the week 
for Bill Cullen, whose own stren- 
uous schedule resulted in doctor’s 
orders to knock off for a few days. 
| Somehow. King managed to work 
in more than two dozen air stints 
| that week. 

Current take for emcees is rang- 
ing from $150 to $500 or more 
per show, with the average ap- 
parently around $250 for sustain- 
ers and $400 for commercial 
stanzas. It’s the multiplicity of as- 
signments that piles up the take- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Chapter 724 In 
WOV Duopoly Case 


Washington, July 20 
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RADIO and TELEVISION ISSUE 
(1948-49 Season) 





In radio’s most protracted duo- 
poly situation, General Broadcast- 
ing Corp. (Richard E. O’Dea, Her- 
man Bess and Harry Reichensiein) 
last week filed a reply to Victory 
Broadcasting Corp. (Raiph Weil, 
| Arnold Hartley and Joseph Leigh) 
‘opposing General's request to pur- 
chase New York’s WOV. 

Vietory, in opposing General's 
request, had invoked the AVCO 
rule saying that the FCC should 
consider its application — for pur- 
chase and offering the safme terms 
as General. 

Gefteral claims Victory could and 
should have bid earlier for the 
Italian-English language station 
now owned by Arde Bulova and 
Harry B. Henshel, who also own 
| WNEW, New York. 

One of the terms of sale by both 


(Continued on page 37) 
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 Rob’t Mann’s CBS Exit 
| Robert Mann has exited from 
|the Commercial Sales division at 
ose where he was the liaison be- 
tween the sales and programming 
| departments on sale to agencies 
‘and clients of CBS-built and other 
| commercial airers. 
| It’s the third departure from the 
| division since it was created a 
couple years back when Doug 
| Coulter moved into the spot from 
the net's program dept. Dave 
| Fredericks held the job after 
| Coulter moved over to Foote, Cone 
& Belding. 

Tom Connolly, formerly in pro- 
motion and more recently assistant 
to Mann takes ever latter's post. 
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NBC's College-by-Radio Takes 
Firm Hold; May Reach 100 Areas 


veiled a few weeks ago with the , EVANGELIST SMITH TO 
FIGHT DURR DECISION 


aim of dragging professors out of 
Washington, July 20. 





their ivory towers to help offer 
formal at-home educational courses 
for listeners, is copping such wide- 
spread interest in broadcasting and } 
university circles that it appears| Evangelist J. Harold Smith, 
the airwaved study programs may | whose application for the license 
be under way in 50 to 100 areas of | of WIBK, Knoxville, Tenn., got an 
the country by early next year. initial denial from Commissioner 
Already launched experimentally | Clifford Durr petitioned last week 
in Louisville by WAVE, in coopera- | for additional time to file excep- 
tion with the Univ. of Louisville, your to Durr’s decision of June 
the project is well along toward a . p 
teeoft soon on KWSC, Pullman, the | Rev. Smith plans to request an 
Univ. of Washington’s 5kw. station. | Oral argument and said that he 
AdditionaMy, there’s keen interest, | needs more time to collect exhibits. 
looking toward fall starts for the | Commissioner Durr had pointed 
plan, at the Univ. of Maryland, in out the original application said 
cooperation with WBAL, Balti- that 150 shares of common stoek 
more; at Boston W., in cooperation | Were divided equally among the 
with WBZ: at the Univ. of Ala- minister, his wife, Myrtice Rhodes 
bama; at Syracuse U., in coopera- | Smith, and Marvin I. kite pone 
tion with WGY, Schenectady, and | Station manager. The manager ha 
at WTTM, Trenton, which hopes to | SUDscribed_ to the remaining 50 
enlist Rutgers’ cooperation. shares. Durr said the hearing 
Concurrently, Sterling Fisher, showed the last block had not been 
NBC director of educational pro- ae Lop anette Mig warn rea rng 
gramming, who’s receiving a steady ohare nee way 8 ‘ 


; er ; d Mrs. Smith as_ two-thirds 
stream of inquiries from dialers, = “thi 
stations and colleges, is blueprint- ps and Thompeon as one-third 


ing winter preems for from three 
to five additional courses, some 
built around new programs, to sup- 
plement the initial, experimental 
course now being conducted at 
Louisville in ‘Contemporary Amer- 
ican Literature,” based on NBC’s 
“World’s Great Novels” series. 

One of the new courses, on ‘‘Con- 
temporary Learning,’ will be} 
built around the web’s Chicago 
Roundtable of the Air. Another, 
on “Music Appreciation,” will be 
based on the NBC Symphony con- 
certs. Fisher said he will invite 
Dr. Allen Nevins of Columbia U., 
noted as an historian, to consult 
with NBC in building a series on 
government and the operations of 
a democracy. 

Still another proposed course, on 
science, is being outlined around 
an NBC series combining the docu- 
mentary technique and field pick- 
ups from famous centers of scien- 
tific activity. A course on home- 
making also is being mulled. 

While there are no specific plans 
in the works for utilizing NBC’s 
growing television web for the 
college-via-air program,  there’s 
every likelihood the idea will get 
consideration if the radio project 
clicks. Such a series as the one 
on science, for instance, would be 
particularly adaptable to TV. 


Jail Inmates Enrolled 


In Louisville, the municipal uni- 
versity is offering college credits 
for enrollees in the air course and 
is broadcasting classroom discus- 
sions to supplement the NBC pro- 
grams. As the project got under 
way, with very little advance 
balilyhoo, more than 150 listeners 
registered for the course. Mayor 
Charles Farnsley, enthusiastic ad- 
vocate of the project, personally 
visited the city jail and enrolled 
several dozen inmates (who asked 
him, according to a local paper, if 
the course wasn’t going to teach 
them “how to get outa here’’). 

Fred Hayward, manager of 
KWSC, was in N. Y. last week con- 
ferring with Fisher on the project 
at Pullman. It’s to be carried out 
in cooperation with KHQ, NBC 
affiliate in Spokane. Most of 
KHQ’s execs are U. of W. grads 
and hence anxious to give it a go- 
ahead. Igs expected KWSC will 
ask permission to air NBC’s basic 
“University of the Air’ programs, 
with KHQ also carrying them. 


The case was confusing and full 
of contradictory statements, ac- 
cording to Durr. 

It has been reported that Rev. 
Smith plans to appeal as far as the 
Supreme Court if the Commission 
agrees with Durr’s findings. 


Texas Deep in The 


Heart of Libel, Sez 
KPRC in U.S. Suit 


Houston, July 20. 

Texas laws are in conflict with 
the FCC’s recent Port Huron rul- 
ing, the Houston Post, owner of ra- 
dio station KPRC, pointed out last 
Thursday (15) in filing suit in fed- 
eral district court to clarify the 
right of radio stations to allow free 
speech to political candidates. A 
— is set for next Thursday 
(22). 

Whereas the FCC’s decision June 
28 held that a station has no right 
to edit a candidate’s speeches for 
libel, Texas laws make the radio 
station liable for anything libelous 
that any speaker may say over the 
station’s facilities. (FCC’s ruling 
covered a case involving WHIS, 
Port Huron, Mich.). 

Attorney General Price Daniel of 
Texas, according to the Post, ruled 
that, regardless of the FCC de- 
cision, Texas stations are still lia- 
able for civil damages and may still 
be punished by criminal proceed- 

(Continued on page 34) 


Spot Bookings Set 
For Fall Upswing 


Judging from activities in a 
number of major ad agencies, na- 
tional spot bookings should show 
a substantial pickup next month. 
These agencies report that they’ve 
made spot campaign recommenda- 
tions which the clients are now 
scanning, and the general consen- 
sus among them is that the heavy 
buying in that direction will be 
quite noticeable by mid-August. 

The spot end of the business has 


Will Designates All 
Pree reeee miiien. [asin Steed ow a8 far we new 


*,° early part of June. In major 
Go to Can. Char 1t1@S | agency quactere this is comtrees 
as merely a temporary condition 
Will of the a . a Aho ond. not indicative of a fall out- 
’ | look. 

pega Hite pe Bane ee In this connection Kenyon & 
profits will be distributed an- Eckhardt has mapped an elaborate 
nually to Canadian charities. |$POt campaign for Kellogg with 
Mason, who died June 22, was one | the agency waiting for the account 
of the first private station opera- to approve the initial step, a test 
tors in this country and also was |i" Providence. When the proposed 
publisher of the Sudbury Daily | SPlurge gets into high gear, it will 
Star and the North Bay Daily |imvolve an extensive list of mar- 
Nugget. kets and allow for a schedule of 
Earnings of CKSO, Sudbury, will | 10 announcements a week. The 
hefceforth be free of the news-/| tentative starting date is Aug. 2. 
per associations; trust fund will| Campaign will tee off with copy 
_be handled by G. M. Miller, K.C.,| concentration on the _ brand's 
‘as president; W. J. Woodill as | ‘Variety Pack” and later focus the 

secretary and general manager. {blurbs on Kellogg’s All Bran. 




















KLZ’s Director of News, 





Special Events 


SHELDON PETERSON | 


A reporter, editor and a _ keen | 
writer with a sharp sense of the 
dramatic in news. Introduced use 
of spot news wire recordings into 
newscasts in Denver. 


KLZ, DENVER 





More Memos 


On The Demos 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

For Life-NBC’s Room 22 tele 
cameras, eight Mississippi dele- 
gates who’d just walked out of the 
Demo convention, threw their 
badges on a table. Then, soon as 
the cameras were switched off, 
they snatched up the badges and 
pocketed them .. . In the midst of 
the pigeon-releasing floperoo pre- 
ceeding President Truman’s talk, 
Morgan Beatty 
swung ayound a bird perched 


menacingly over Mrs. T.... Raves 
from some rival web observers for 
James Caddigan’s (DuMont direc- 
tor of programming) nifty “take” 
calling on the TV pool pickups. 
And he had an endurance grind on 
that Wednesday closing session... 
ABCers chesty over their beat 
(which sent the press boys scram- 
bling) on Truman’s plan to recall 
Congress. The gabber who got the 
tip, at 11:12 p.m., and passed it 
along to Elmer Davis, who was 
handling the pool news desk at that 
time, was Earl Godwin .. . Early 
sessions so dull that Art Peck of 
CBS operations and George Her- 
man, news editor, paid a printer 
$10 to print 500 cards reading, 
“Don’t be unbrotherly, brother” 
(the CBS crowd were temporarily 
“brothers,” bedding down in a U. 
of Penn. frat house). Cards got 
all over the hall, one finally appfear- 
ing on the front of the rostrum, 
where it stayed right through Tru- 
man’s talk, showing up in news 
pix and TV pickups . . . Dorothy 
(Kilgallen) and Dick Kollmar, 
originating their WOR (N. Y.) chat- 
ter from the Bellevue-Stratford, 
commented that they were in the 
midst of such confusion that people 
had come in from everywhere ex- 
cept through the window. Moment 
later a man working on a scaffold 
outside apologized for coming 
through the window ... NBC’s 
Carleton Smith took White House 
press secretary Charlie Ross to the 
TV pool booth to explain its work- 
ings . . . Biggest radio-TV shindig 
celebrating the windup was NBC’s, 
starting at 3 a.m. in the Rose Room 
atop the B-S hotel, with web top- 
pers Niles Trammell and Charles 
R. Denny hosting and such rival 
web gabbers as Ed Murrow and 
Baukhage dropping by. Went on to 
broad daylight. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Joan Sinclaire has been inked as director and talent coordinator and 
Barbara Hotchkiss as scripter on the “Meet Mrs. America” daytime 
cross-the-board show being packaged by Roger White Productions and 
Leonard Traube Associates... . Lyman Bloomingdale, veepee ‘of WABF 
(FM), off to the Coast on station biz for a fortnight N. Y. Star re. 
ported looking for a radio columnist Harper's and Reader's Digest 
among mags said to be prepping blasts at radio’s giveaway fever 
Prexy Gallegos of Venezuela asked for and got, by courier, a platter of 
Pru Devin’s WQXR stanza of July 9, when she twirled all Venezuelan 
musie in his honor. ; 

Preem of CBS’ new “Mr. Chameleon” series, calendared for last 
Wednesday (14), postponed to tonight (Wed.) because of Demo con- 
vention “Romance of Helen Trent” celebrates its 15th year on the 
ether Friday (23)....Hazel Latowsky added to “Lora Lawton” cast 
and John McGovern to “Just Plain Bill”....Joe Latham in “David 
Harum”. Singer Pat Terry ticketed by WINS for a five-a-week quar- 
ter hour at 6:45 p.m., starting next Tuesday (27), for Ben Tucker furs, 
He’ll continue his WPIX tele stint Walter Kaner, WWRL flack, 





+o 


| penning a book on pressagenting titled “For Immediate Release”. ..Eve 


McVeigh and Monty Margetts joined “The Guiding Light” cast .Frank 
Telford, of Y & R, exits “Mystery Theatre” in its switchover from NBC 
to CBS. He'll build a couple new shows for prospective agency ac- 
counts.... Arnold Perl to the Coast for huddles with Harry Ackerman 
on future scripts for CBS’ “Mr. Tutt” series... .Alton Kastner, column 
editor of NBC, switches over to Dell Publications next week. He'll 
edit new fan mag, Modern Television and Radio, which will hit news- 
stands in November. . . . Jim Miller gets Kastner’s spot at NBC. 

Pierre Crenesse, North American director of the French Broadcast- 
ing System, hosting a cocktailery tomorrow (Thurs.) evening to house- 
warm new Offices at 934 Fifth ave. March of Time filmed two broad- 
casts of Mutual’s “What Makes You Tick” to incorporate in an up- 
coming “Career Girl” piece.... Frederick Freed, ex-feature editor of 
Esquire, has joined the reporter staff of Bill Leonard’s “This Is New 
York”... Raised eyebrows dept.: CBS offering the “Sing It Again” 
quarter-hours at $4,150, exclusive of announcer and time cost (against 


| $1,900 for “Stop the Music” talent) and the stanza is rating-hungry.. 


Earl Kennedy, head writer and assistant director on “We the People,” 
has resigned. Will vacation for month at shore with ailing spouse 
before making tele bow in September. 

Kenneth Crawford, associate editor of Newsweek, subbing for Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., while MBS gabber vacations for a month. ...Bob Waldrop, 
ex-NBC and ABC announcer now narrating “Ohio Story” on WTAM, 
Cleveland, east for a visit and skedded to reunion with old pals at Ben 
Grauer’s home tomorrow (Thurs.) night....New son, Dennis, at the 
home of actor James McCallion and actress wife, Nora....Aluminum 
Co. of America added to Mary Margaret McBride’s 13 sponsors 
Dick Dunham now announcing “We Love and Learn” and “Strange 
Romance of Evelyn Winters”....WSPD-TV, Fort Industry station in 
Toledo, inked as 11th outlet for Telenews-INS weekly newsreel 
Broadcast Measurement Bureau over the 700-subscriber mark, with 
97 FMers and five TV stations now in the fold. 

Prospective variety show, to star Dean Martin and Georgia Gibbs, 
was audition-recorded last week, from a script by Hal Block. Audi- 
ence of the Chesterfield “Supper Club” was used for the show Miss 
Gibbs guests Friday night (23) on the Percy Faith show for Coca-Cola 
....Wilt Gunzendorfer, general manager of KROW, Oakland, due east 
in mid-August for his annual look-around. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Joe Rines set Artie Phillips on the Judy Canova writing staff to 
supplement Fred Fox and Henry Hoople. Dropped were John Ward 
and Ben Perry....CBS wants Abe Burrows for a half-hour sustaining 
spot, but just now he’s too interested in his nitery success. He figures 
he’s no longer a “house” act and having had a taste of commercialism 
has come to like it....Leo “Ukie” Sherin, former stooge and writer 
for Bing Crosby, is making a theatre tour with Keenan Wynn.... 
NBC’s tele topper, Sid Strotz, motors in from Chicago this week and 
will pass a couple of months here before returning to New York 
Mannie Manheim and Charlie Isaacs will be back next season writing 
for Al Jolson....Ray Newby, CBS engineer for the past 18 years, 
passed away last wéek after a lingering illness....CBS broke a tradi- 
tion of long standing by taking a newscast by Frank Goss for the net- 
work following Hollywood Bowl orchestra concert. Heretofore all 
regular newscasts for the skein had to come from New York... Bill 
MacCrystal, manager of Metro’s frequency modulation station, spot- 
plugged the Bowl concerts on the opposition KNX-FM in the fond hope 
that it would generally benefit FM and lure more of the 200,000 set 
owners in L.A. to his station....John Mulvihill trained to New York 
where he’ll base his operations as radio head of General Artists Corp. 
Harold Jovian looks after the local end....Julian O’Donnell pulled 
out of the Hixson-O’Donnell agency and Kai Jorgenson now has part- 
nership billing _..Nat Wolff and the frau, Edna Best, have teamed up 
to co-produce for television and the stage. Their first venture with 
Sylvia Sidney was a sell-out in Santa Barbara....There’s talk around 
that Bing Crosby may emcee the two-hour holiday specials for Wrigley 
in Opposition to the Elgin shows on NBC....Harry Engel, late with 
Earl Carroll, joined Raymond R. Morgan agency as sales promotion 
director, and Jim Morgan, no kin to R. R., was moved up to v.p...-- 
Lyn Murray takes over the podium on Hit Parade while Axel Stordahl 
vacations... Sealtest is said to be more than mildly interested in Lum 
and Abner’s new half-hour format recently recorded. ...Art Rush was so 


elated at winning a golf tournament he presented the club with a 
television set. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Walter Preston upped from commercial program director to pro- 
gram supervisor at WGN, following resignation of Buck Gunn who 
bows out in a fortnight....Tommy Horan, NBC sound chief, back at 
his desk after several months’ recuperation from surgery... . Bob Hawk, 
who twirled disks here before hitting the nets as a quizzer, returns 
early next month in connection with the national bridge tournament 
-...Frank Van Etten, ABC sales traffic manager, checks out July 28 
to join F.C.&B.....WGNB, which has continued to use both high and 
low bands for the benefit of listeners with outmoded FM sets, scuitl 
its cellar wave length last week... Chuck Acree, emcee of “Hint, 
Hunt,” vacationing this week in Stuart, Fla., at the home of Zack 
moomes § rer np ea “Smilin’ Jack”.... John Berrafato, WGN music 

Oe, n Oo i j i * 3 
ta om ~ ted aly with his wife for an extended sojourn wit 

GOP’s state central committee shifting its account from Gordon 
Best to Schoenfeld, Huber & Green... Wises loan for $2,000,000 
— gg negotiated with Prudential Insurance. Loan, for 15 years at 
1o%, will be used as working capital, in addition to $10,000,000 al- 
ready in the kitty....ABC promoting “Breakfast Club” via 40,000 
Fac McNeill for President” buttons distributed in the Loop by dainty 
famsels... _Hard-riding “Tom Mix” cast trains to Milwaukee Aug. 9 
i Tom Mix Day” at the Wisconsin State Centennial... . Presidential 
m al of merit was pinned on G. E. Gustafson, Zenith veepee, Wednes- 

y (14) for his wartime chores. ...Byer-Rolnick (hats) signed for 52 
Spots weekly on WMAQ, starting Aug. 2.... Launching date for the s0- 
called Fifth Network has been postponed again....Frank Smith, the 
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Jones, Sterling Dissent as FCC 


Reaffirms 


Washington, July 20. > 


The Federal Communications 
Commission has finalized its re- 
fusal for two Ohio newspapers to 
operate AM and FM stations at 
Mansfield and Lorain. The Mans- 
field Journal and Lorain Journal, 
both owned by Isadore Horvitz of 
Cleveland, in early hearing vigor- 


Horvitz Nix in Ohio 





Dave Gudebrod 


(Manager, Television & Commercial 
Film Dept., N. W. Ayer) 


details the advertising agency's 
perspective on 

Television and Its Oppor- 

tunities for Real, Creative 


i 
| 


i 
| 


|has reached an all-time high at a 


SPREE 





BILLINGS 


MANY CLAIN 
RECORD BIZ 


Business is enjoying a 1948 hypo 
in the New York indie station field, 
to hear them teil it. Billings coin 





Gordon Hubbel 


(Radio and TV Director, the American 
University) 

Gives the Academic Silent in 
“Now It’s a B.S. in TV, as 
Video Goes to D. C. College” 

. * 


number of the stations and, with- 
out exception, they’re claiming 
pickings in excess of revenues for 
the same period of 1947. 








Hope's Ultimatum to Lever Cues 
Switch With A & A: ToR &R Camp 





Hollywood, July 20. 
Amos ’'n’ Andy return to Pepso- 
dent sponsorship next season, 
switching with Bob Hope, who 


| takes the aegis of another Lever 


Bros. product, Rinso. Change 
ordered by Charles Luckman, 
prexy of Lever, necessitates a shift 
in agencies, with Hope moving over 


ously attacked Edward Lamb, a Whether fi i , * 

; . : : : . profits are up in every to Ruthrauff & Ryan and A & A 
competing applicant for Ohio sta- P spaaanetiad case is, of course, something else An Editorial Feature coming into the fold of Foote, 
tions. Horvitz sought to prove him ia the again, operating expenses being on in Cone & Belding. 


a Communist. 

The Mansfield and Lorain Jour- 
nals publish the only daily news- 
papers in each town, and FCC 
found that “diversifications of con- 
trol of the media of mass com- 
munication and the avoidance of 
monopoly of the avenues of com- 
municating fact and opinion, were 
desirable.” 

The Commission also considered 
evidence relating to exclusive ad- 
vertising contracts the two papers 
had tried to enforce in opposition 
to an established radio station. 

FCC said a local merchant and 
a company executive “reported in- 
stance of attempts to establish ex- 
clusive advertising contracts dur- 
ing the period between the hear- 
ings on the AM and the FM appli- 
cations when applicant must have 
known of the Commission's interest 
in this question. Accordingly, upon 
the record herein it logically may 
be concluded that the Mansfield 
Journal Co. has harassed some lo- 
cal merchants to prevent their using 
station WMAN as an advertising 
medium and has used its position 
as the only newspaper in the com- 
munity to attempt to coerce such 
merchants into entering into ex- 
clusive advertising contracts. 

“The record herein establishes 
that the Mansfield News-Journal 
has consistently fought the only 
other medium of mass communica- 
tion in the city, WMAN. The news- 


paper has refused to carry the sta-: 


tions’ program log, has refused ad- 
vertising from the station or from 
merchants desiring to mention the 
station in advertising copy, and has 
used its position as the only news- 
paper in Mansfield to keep legiti- 
mate news about the station from 
residents of the area. If its appli- 
cation were granted it would pub- 
lish the program logs of its station, 
but still would not carry those of 
WMAN.” 

The Commission found that these 


practices showed a lack of concern | 


for the listening public. 

At the same time FCC denied 
application of Laurence W. Harry, 
Fostoria Broadcasting Co., of Fos- 
toria, O., but ordered his cp re- 
quest retained on the hearing 
docket and placed in the pending 
file. 

Harry was denied simply be- 
cause je sought a U. S. Class I-B 
frequency which FCC has said it 
would not release until a rules de- 
cision had been reached concerning 
daytime skywave transmission of 

(Continued on page 34) 


ALFRED HARDING INTO 
WCCO TOP SALES POST 


Minneapolis, July 20. 
Alfred J. Harding was named 
sales manager of WCCO replacing 
Tom Dawson, who joins CBS sales 
department in New York. 
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FCC Letter Stirs 
Pix Fears On 
AM-TV Status 


Washington, July 20. 

FCC has raised the question, in 
the opinion of many observers 
here, of whether a motion picture 
company which has been found 
guilty of an anti-trust violation has 
the right to buy or operate a radio 
or television station. As a result, 
many of the major film outfits are, 
in effect, out on a limb. For such 
firms as Metro, Paramount, 20th 
Century-Fox, and Warners, all now 
involved in radio or tele plans or 
actual operations, are on the anti- 
trust violation guilt list. 


Despite fact that a three-man 
statutory court in New York last 
year found the Big Five and Little 
Three film companies guilty of 
anti-trust violations, FCC has since 
granted radio and tele permits to 
a number of picture outfits. What 
now puts the FCC in a peculiar 
position, as industry people here 
see it, is a letter the commission 
sent to Tri-States Meredith Broad- 
casting Co., Des Moines, which had 
bid for the purchase of KSO and 
KSO-FM, Des Moines, last Feb- 
ruary. 

Letter, not written until July 12 
‘and not received in Des Moines 
‘until the afternoon of July 15, ac- 
‘cording to Tri-States attorneys, 
|asked for a “discussion” of the 
'Supreme Court’s decision in May 
reaffirming the anti-trust decision. 
Paramount, a defendant in the 
anti-trust case, owns 50% of Tri- 
States Theatres, which in turn 
owns 50% of Tri-States Meredith, 
making Par a 25° holder in the 
new company. 

Tri-States, it’s understood, fired 
back a hot letter stating that the 
FCC letter arrived the day the 
firm’s option to buy expired and 
protesting the commission’s delay 
‘in raising such a question. 

_ Tri-States Attorney Marcus Cohn 
‘told Varrery that Tri-State had 
‘cancelled the contract and at this 
itime had no idea of buying KSO 
| ane it felt: 1. The Commission 
‘had had plenty of time to ask for 























discussion or briefs; 2. Tri-States | 


the upgrade also. There have been 
reports of some rate cutting, which | 
would appear to indicate a net in- | 
come picture not so rosy as the 
gross billings comparisons indicate. 

WINS, the Crosley-owned sta- 
tion, which was running in the red 
at the time the Jimmy Shouse- 
managed outfit took over a couple 
of years ago, is in the black, with 
time “nearly sold out,” billings up 
35.7% over the first six months of 
last year and currently at an all- 
time high. 

Biggest percentage gain, because 
the station was deeply in the hole 
a year ago, is claimed by the Post's 
WLIB; where, according to man- 
ager Herman Bess, the take is a 
whopping 100% over the first half 
of ’47. Station is in the black for 
the second time in its history, Bess 
reports; net revenue up 500%. 

Bulova’s WNEW and WOV both 
claim substantial hikes in time 
sales. Latter, according to topper 
Ralph Weil, racked up a 31% in- 
crease for the past six months, 
with Italian-language billings up 
26% and English 44%. WNEW 
sales veepee Ira Herbert reports a 
22% gain. 

Loew’s WHN reports a 121!%% 
gain in sales over the first half of 
last year; the Times’ WQXR esti- 
mates billings are up about 24%, 
and Nathan Straus’ WMCA reports 
a fractional increase and “good 
prospects” for greater gains in the 
fall. 

Gains are considered all the 
more significant in view of the fact 
that, in addition to the competition 
of the four network flagships, the 
indies are now competing for bill- 
ings with several aggressive FM 
stations and four television sta- 


tions, with more coming. 
copped by Mutual's airing of the 


American Oil Bi 
(Continued on page 34) 


Salvaged by ABC os Aske Fcc 


co ie ae pee Soe per To Cancel Columbia U. 
Grant for FM Station 


picked up still another “interim” 
Washington, July 20. 


bankroller for the web’s hottest 
giveaway property, “Stop the 
Columbia University President 
Dwight Eisenhower has had ctan- 


Music.” ; 
American Oil, which pulled in 

celled’the University’s non-educa- 

tional FM grant. 


the pursestrings on its Saturday 
night “Prof. Quiz’ stanza at the 
Gen. Eisenhower wrote the FCC 
that the commission had granted 


season’s end, is coming back into 

the fold Sept. 26 with a half-hour 
the call letters WCUV on ciannel 
210 in 1946, but “due to internal 


VARIETY 8 


3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 


NUMBER 
Out Next Week 


ABC Rules Top 15 
Hooper Roost, But 
All Ratmgs Wilt 


ABC swept into the No. 1 posi- 
tion in the Hooper summertime 
sweepstakes this week, latching 


onto eight of the Top 15 spots in 
the July 1-7 ratings and topping 
all other nets in the commercial 
nighttime averages, for the first 
time, Walter Winchell and the 8:45 
segment of “Stop the Music” are 
in the 1-2 brackets for the second 
time in a row. 


The overall rating picture, how- 
ever, is at a low ebb, WW's payoff 
being the sole show exceeding 10 
and such summer -stanzas as the 
Kobert Shaw Chorale an the In- 
ternational ‘Silver ‘“Musiconredy” 
failing to pick off even a 3.0. 

ABC blossomed as the top sum- 
mer network in Hooper's tabula- 
tion of commercial nighttime aver- 
ages showing ABC on top three 
evenings, CBS two and NBC two. 
Week-long averages came to 5.0 
ee 4.7 for NBC and 4.4 for 


Big talk in the latest Nielsens 
(for June 6-12) is the No. 2 spot 

















Change of products for the two 
comedy programs was occasioned 
by the demands of Hope for addi- 
tional budget to travel his shows, 
which previously had been denied 
by Luckman. Comic has contended 
that his rating suffered last season 
because of lack of funds to ':eep 
his show on the move. Understood 
that Hope has served notice on 
Luckman that unless his traveling 
expenses were underwritten by 
Lever Bros. he would ask for re- 
lease from his contract. When 
Luckman advised Hope that the 
Pepsodent budget would not allow 
for any additional outlay, the comic 
is said to. have suggested another 
product that could stand an in- 
creased travel allowance. 


Luckman had been in conference 
here with Hope and the prexy’s 
decision to switch him over te 
Rinso left him with only the al- 
ternative of giving A & A Pepso- 
dent or finding another product 
for the blackface team, one of last 
geason’s high rated shows. Last 
season was Hope’s llth for Pepso- 
dent and previously, from 1929 to 
1938, the two A’s served the then 
independent dentrifice outfit. 

It has long been Luckman’s 
theory that, regardless of ratings, 
shows can be on the air too long 
for one product. He takes the as- 
sumption that when ratings are 
consistent, though high, year in 
and out, it clearly indicates that a 
show is attracting the same audi- 
ence and if they’re not buying the 
product after so many years they 
never will. Change of shows, he 
allows, means change of audience 
and a new buying public. When 
Amos ’n’ Andy were dropped by 
Luckman he admitted that these 
were his reasons for making a 
change. 

When Hope goes to the post next 
season he’ll be the only one left 
from last year’s talent and pro- 
duction lineup. Disturbed by his 
lowest ratings in many years, he'll 
start from scratch with a new slate 
of performers and writers. Jerry 
Celonna and Vera Vague, Les 
Brown’s orchestra and the writing 
staff will be missing. Switch to 
R & R assures a new producer. 
Format will also undergo a change 
and instead of a dozen writers as 
in past seasons he’ll use only three 
or tour of the top flighters. 

Don Belding, board chairman of 
FCB, is scheduled for a yachting 
trip with Luckman this week, and 
the following week Vic Hunter, in 
charge of new shows and talent 
liaison at FCB, will visit the Lever 
prexy at his ranch near San Diego. 








show tentatively titled “Carnegie 
Hall” and possibly to originate 
oe ni ihaanct es eeaieiaanean ted difficuities, the University has not 
An important factor, no doubt, been able to carry through its ton- 
in the oil outfit’s return was ABC’s 
offer of the choice 7:30 Sunday 
period, which spots the “Carnegie” 
stanza immediately ahead of “Stop 
the Music.” 
Web sold the 8:15 segment of 





/commission has been quite tolerant ' 
in holding this matter in abey- | 
ance.” 


He said further that he could away 
|not foresee in the future that the | . 


‘templated radio station, and the | DAILIES HOPPING ON 


GIVEAWAY PAYOFFS 


Mutual’s white hope in the give- 
stakes, “Three for’ the 
|Money,” couldn’t have had a nicer 


onsale 
Ss wee 


Harding had returned to WCCO | jad put in excess of $300,000 in | “Music” Swerl Products (dis- “Miversity could build a station. | nublicity break. than when that 
two months ago. He was on sta- | the At in good faith on Feb. 15; Por onal 4 J. Heinz) for the | He asked the authorization be dis-; Huntington, W. Va., phone com- 
tion staff from 1939 to 1942, and | snd 3. Tri-States could not remain | nine weeks .pending Eversifarp’s missed without prejudice. | pany worker turned down $7,300 
with KSTP after leaving the Navy | t the mercy of aa inactive FCC | sponsorship of this period. Maxon | he won Saturday night (17) be- 
in 1945. . indefinitely. agency's Detroit office placed the | WARING SWITCHOVER | cause he wanted to live in peace 

Carl Ward, promotion manager, | Swerl billing, effective last Sun- | _and obscurity. 

day (18). | 








moves into sales department, and | IN CLEARANCE Be age Rang Ie ay rt ng 


will be replaced by Tony Moe, | CHRYSLER’S WANT AD: | Inability of NBC to line up suf-|which produces the show, dis- 


moving over from KELO, Sioux — | 
Falls. A SOCK RADIO SHOW San Antonio Ss Mr. D.A. | ficient stations may result in post- | patched a man to Huntington with 
_ponement of the moveover of Gen- | a $7,300 check and a wire recorder, 

Chrysler would be inclined to 


Goes on a Radio Spree Per Electric’s Fred Waring show |to talk the reluctant winner inte 
San Antonio, July 20. | from Monday night 10:30 to Thurs- accepting and get a “Mutual News- 








GOODWIN TO WNIJR 





Harry D. Goodwin, former pro- 
motion manager for WCOP, Bos- 
ton, has been named station man- 
ager of WNJR, Newark (N. J.) Eve- 
ning News outlet. 


return to a network niche in the 


‘fall if it could find something ex- , 


| ceptional in the way of a program. 
|The manufacturer has been going 


One of the most vigorous radio day night 10:30. Latter time has 
campaigns by a local politician is been vacated by Pabst, which is 
that lined up by the local district | moving Eddie Cantor over to Fri- 
attorney. | days on NBC in the fall. 


reel” recording of it at the same 
time. 

Story, which broke in Monday 
‘ayem papers, took practicaliy all 


ith an extensive spot cam- a F . : oo 
Appointment, effective Aug. 9 [along nn support for local dealers | In addition to a spet campaign, GE wanted to get rolling in the the play from ABC’s “Stop the 
a > 


y i ime- r pending the |lined up on KCOR and a series of | new time segment on July 29, but Masic” handout Sunday (18) of 
john McNeil Sore stelle tain | pete a iad “anenginenl” aa |five minute programs, a total of 24 | unless the affiliates can clear their $17,000 in cash and goods to a 
ager of DuMont television’s WABD | work candidate. quarter-hour periods will be used | local commercials, the switchover | Louisiana widow who guessed the 
(N. Y.). as WNJR’s director of radio! McCann-Erickson is the agency |on KTSA, KABC, KITE, KONO | won't become effective until later |“World Events March” mystery 
operations. on the account. and KMAC. in the summer. tune. 
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STORY OF A SIX-RING CIRCUS * The Big Top’s 
pitched every Saturday morning from nine till noon 
on the NBC Network. First ring: story-teller Craig 
McDonnell cracks his whip and favorite characters of 
fairy lore come to life. Second ring brings us back 
to this world with small fry themselves participating 
in a Mind Your Manners session during which Proper 
Deportment jumps through hoops and illustrates how 
easy it is to make friends ayd influence people. 

A fanfare, and American hero Frank Merriwell 


sprints into ring three for another dramatie adventure. 








nn 
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The Adventures of Frank Merriwell is higher than 
the circus’ loftiest serial act with the January to March 
quarterly Hooperating soaring to 5.4. The Gilbert Youth 
Research Organization Survey shows that availability of } 
younger listeners reaches its peak when Frank carries 
the ball for NBC. Incidentally, Frank Merriwell, Mind 
Your Manners, and Story Shop are all waiting for a | 
sponsor’s banner to fly over their rings. 

Swift and Company hold the hot-dog concession #t 
this NBC Saturday morning circus when they prese” 


Adventures of Archie Andrews—the comic-strip lad 
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and a first-rate clown in his own right. Ring five is 
hiled with the zany characters of Meet the Meeks, as 
Wacky a family as ever staged a circus of its own— 
again for Swift and Company. 

Smilin? Ed McConnell and His Buster Brown Gang 
throng into ring six with thirty minutes of thrills, 
drama and fantasy bringing all the world of glamour 
and imagination to the sawdust trod by the millions 
of young folks who wear shoes made by the Brown 


Shoe Company. 


Just like the circus that pitches its tents in the soil of 








A service of Radio 


Corporation of America 





America, the Saturday morning NBC big top 1s visited 


by Mom and Dad as well as the young folks—only the 
NBC big top stretches from the Rock Bound Coast of 
Maine to the Sunny Shores of California. 

How to stage a circus? Jump on the Band Wagon in 
the big parade that goes on every Saturday morning 
through all the forty-eight states. Route your act over 
the powerful facilities of the NBC Network. Stretch your 
canvas over the vast NBC audience. Join the performers 
of other great NBC acts. The result: a circus of sales 


that pays off week after week for show-minded sponsors, 


= ...the National Broadcasting Company 
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UR MISS BROOKS 

ith Eve Arden, Jeff Chandler, 
Dick Crenna, Jane Morgan, Joe 
Forte, Wilbur Hatch orch, others 
Writers: Al Lewis, Lee Leeb 
Producer-Director: Larry Berns 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p. m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from Hollywood 

Here’s another example of par- 
laying all the necessary show biz 
ingredients into an_ entertaining 
and adult half-hour of radio com- 
edy. Premiere f “Our Miss 
Brooks” this week (19) makes two 
in a row in CBS’ ambitious attempt 
to woo new business through its 
expanding roster of house-built 
shows, the web only two weeks pre- 
viously having successfully “sneak- 
previewed” the equally entertain- 
ing Lucille Bali show, “My Favor- 
ite Husband.” 

“Our Miss Brooks,” at least on 
the getaway show, was a happy in- 
tegration of production, writing 
and acting. The talk is that Col- 
gite is amxious to grab it for the 
fail. The preem performance defi- 
— won't invite any change of 
re art. 

"ve Arden is cast in the lead 
ro‘e, and it looks like CBS has 
found the right formula for inte- 
grating her talents into the audio 
medium. It’s certainly a vast im- 
p-ovement over her Sealtest career 
of ‘he past.season on NBC. 

Cast as a romantic English teach- 
er ‘vho’s on the make for a biology 
instructor, she accents all of the 
script’s high points for a maximum 
laugh payoff. She’s surrouded by 
an equally competent cast, includ- 
ing Jeff Chandler, as the dope 
who's incapable of translating his 
biolegical experimentations into a 
more realistic vérsion; Dick Cren- 
na as a Homer-type student; Jane 
Morgan as a pixilated landlady, 


and Joe Forte as the _ school 
principal. They’re all distinct 
types. hu and never too 


broadly caricatured, thanks to the 
Al Lewis-Lee Loeb mature script 
troatment. 

Larry Berns as producer-director 
has keyed the whole thing to a 
correct tempo. Rose. 


MICHAEL O’DUFFY 
W'th Sylvan Levin Orch, Tom 

O’Brien, announcer 
Producer: Frank McCarthy 
15 “Mins.; Sun., 1 p.m. 

S<aining 
VOOR, N. Y. 

Tichael O'Duffy, who came to 
ti » U. S. last week from Eire and 
a most immediately went on the 
air for WOR, impresses as being 
one of the more pleasing imports. 
H* has an easy, authentic style, 

ncly devel pipes, and excel- 
lent phrasing and diction which 
should assure his acceptance on the 
airwaves. 

While his song selections run 
along the of Irish 
tenors, on his preem program he 
made one omission that should in- 
gratiate him to the vast majority 
of 'steners. He failed to sing a 
sc © mother-love which is tra- 
Gc -al with Irish tenors. 

asmuch as O'Duffy arrived in 
this country a day.or so prior to 
his debut, the WOR musical staff 
did a sock job on O’Duffy’s ar- 
rangements. They prepared the 


YOU CAN LOSE YOUR SHIRT! 

With Jack Barry, m.c., Jerry Mar- 
shall, announcer 

Producer: Ted Cott 

30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m. 

BRUNO-NEW YORK - 

WNEW, New York — : 

The really refreshing thing about 
this quiz session is that basically 
the contestant gets nothing but 
laughs. And the laughs that piled 
up on the initial installment (19) 
would have sufficed to cushion 
handsomely several of the current 
network replacements which carry 
a comedy-show tag. However, it’s 
a question whether “You Can Lose 
Your Shirt!” will be able to main- 
tain that risible level unless it 
equips itself each. week with a 
guest who can deliver the way 
Morey Amsterdam did on the 
opener. Amsterdam, who is defi- 
nitely a comic on the way up in 
this medium, tied the thing into a 
knot when it came his turn to 
| answer the questions. i 

In format, “Shirt” is a switch on 
the giveaway plague. Here the 
contestant collects naught for com- 
ing up with the correct answer but 
‘pays off when he muffs. The 
/losses, which are limited to $100, 
igo to the losing contestant’s fa- 
|vorite charity. The station also 
chips into this pot, turning over 
the check it gets from the spon- 
sor, Bruno-New York, distributors 
‘of RCA Victor products, Bendix 
| washing-machines and other items, 
| to a charity of its choosing. Jack 
Barry, of “Juvenile Jury” note 
who emcees this one, also con- 
tributes his salary to some cause. 
And that also applies to announcer 
Jerry Marshall. It’s a rather un- 
usual spectacle, to say the least, of 
everybody dishing out of his pocket 
and having a swell time at it. 

Introductory stanza brought to- 
gether as contestants, in addition 
to Amsterdam, some more or less 
wellknown New York businessmen. 
One of them was Bennett Cerf, 
publisher and anthologist. Among 
the three others were two heavy 
spot advertisers, Arthur Adler, of 
the Adler shoe chain, and Joseph 
Shorin, head of Topps Chewing 
Gum. Shorin got so many men- 
tions for his products during the 
course of the quizzing and crossfir- 
ing that he cracked, “Anybody 
would think that we were sponsor- 
-ing this show.” Shorin also proved 
quite quick on the ad lib. Cerf 
got himself caught for $50 on a 
wrong guess on the number of 
radio sets in the U. S. He esti- 
mated 500,000, and a phone call to 
C. E. Hooper’s home in Connecticut 
quickly set him right. Hooper’s 
figure was 55,000,000 sets. Adler 
went down for the limit when he 
failed to sing his own commercial 
satisfactorily. 

Where the program actually 
turns out satiric, as obviously is its 
secondary, if not prime, motiva- 
tion, is the tagging in at the end 
of the “Mystery Voice” gag, re- 
ferred here as ““Mr. Shush.” The 
“voice,” which delivered a_ blurb 
on the Bendix washer, failed of 
identification from the contestant 
gallery. “Mr. Shush,” as it de- 
veloped, was Barry himself. How- 








ever, there’s a straight touch to the 
“voice” device. Each identification 
earns $100 from Bruno. 
| 





RAY NOBLE 


With Hene Woods, Crew Chiefs (4), 
Hy Abberback, an- 


orch (36); 


nouncer 
Writer-Producer: Charles Herbert 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m., EDT 


SEALTEST 
NBC, from Hollywood _ 
(McKee & Albright) 


Pending the switch of the radio 


billings from McKee & Albright to 
the Ayer agency in the fall, Na- 
tional Dairy Products is sponsoring 
a musical show with Ray Noble and 


Ilene Woods as a summer replace- 


ment for the Sealtest “Village 
Store.” It’s in the familiar, easy- 
to-take but slightly innocuous 
classification of het weather pro- 
gramming. The only notable aspect 
of the operation is the question of 
whether there may be any confu- 
sion of sponsor-identification in the 
use of Noble, who has been asso- 
ciated so long with Chase & San- 


born, as the representative of the | 


dairy combine. Presumably the 
Hooper telephone surveyors will 
provide dope on that, too. 

Noble is an engaging m.c. as well 
as a gifted batoner. Although the 
continuity is not particularly dis- 
tinctive, he gives it an unpreten- 
tiously gracious quality unusual in 
commercial radio. And, as he’s 
demonstrated for years, his music 
always has characteristic sheen of 
its own. As heard Thursday (15) 
the musical selections and arrange- 
ments are attractive, Ilene Woods 
is a pleasing vocalist and the Crew 
Chiefs mixed chorus provides acs 
ceptable backgrounds. 

The orchestra numbers on the 


premiere included “Serenade,”’ bas- 


ed on an Italian song; a nicely- 
varied medley of Scotch airs; a 
medley of popular tunes of a 
decade ago (with a mild attempt at 
atmosphere continuity), and a 
medley of old Cole Porter hits. Miss 
Woods sang “It Only Happens 
When I Dance With You,” “Fella 
with an Umbrella” and part of the 
Porter medley. The choral group 
did “Hooray for Love” and backed 
Miss Woods on “Fella.” 

The Sealtest commercial, read by 
Hy Abberback, was for cottage 
cheese, and there was the usual 
cut-in for local dealers (in New 
York, the brand is oe 

obe. 


STAIRWAY TO FORTUNE 
Producers: Joe Floyd, Cliff Gill 
30 Mins. Sat. 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

KIHO, Sioux Falls, S. D. 

Several years ago Joe Floyd, 
Sioux Falls theatre manager, and 
Cliff Gill, publicity man, fed a 
remote line to the stage of Floyd’s 
Hollywood theatre and introduced 
a program which graduated to the 
networks as the popular “Blind 
Date” show. Now they’ve launched 
a new radio format, “Stairway to 
Fortune,” on the same stage, again 
testing an idea in middle America’s 
home pastures before offering it to 
bigtime. The new show gives sev- 
eral original twisis to the well-worn 
quiz formula. There are entertain- 
ment values for radio here, but the 
stage dressing. which “Stairway” 
utilizes suggests that its greater 


‘appeal may lie in TV. 


Contestants in this quiz try to 


PHILA. REPORT Ne. 2 

With Doug Edwards, narrator; 
Warren Sweeney, arnouncer 

Writer - Producer - Director: Lee 
Bland 

30 Mins.: Sun. (18), 1 p.m. 


Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 

This one-shot was the Demo 
convention counterpart of a show 
CBS aired following the GOP pow- 
wow, editing down the taped rec- 
ord of the proceedings to a half- 
hour documentary reprise of high- 
lights, tied together with a narrated 
summary of the developments. 

CBS is deft at this sort of thing. 
From the ‘point of craftsmanship, 
the stanza in question was artfully 
done. Doug Edwards is one of the 
industry’s best hands at news de- 
livery and Lee Bland’s script was 


GET RICH QUICK 

With Johnny Olsen, emcee; Jimmy 
Blaine, announcer 

Writer: Ken Housten 

Producer-Director: John Cleary 

30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p. m. > 


Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
Now it’s “Get Rich Quick.” 


ABC’s newest entrant in the tele- 
phonic-giveaway hysteria follows 
the now-standard, familiar pattern 
without going too overboard on the 
payoffs and with Johnny Olsen to 
keep it moving at a moderately 
fast clip. Chalk it up as a better 
Class B product in the giveaway 


, sweepstakes. 


Here’s the format on this one: 
A group of actors enacts a dramatic 
vignette. The person called must 





terse and comprehensive (up to a 
point, which will be noted later). | 
The taped pickups were generally | 
well selected and nicely segued. | 
The program was commendably | 
conceived, designed as it was to 
give listeners (few ef whem could 
| sit at their sets throughout the en- 
tire convention) a quick wrapup of 
what happened, documented by the | 
voices of the leading figures in the 
event. 

It seems, however. that CBS not 
only missed a good and obvious | 
bet in the show’s treatment of Tru- | 
man’s acceptance speech, but may | 
conceivably even be suspected of 
editorial slanting. It it wasn’t aj 
case of biased treatment, it was one | 
of poor judgment. For, manifestly. 
while the party's battle over civil 
rights and the resulting breakoff 
of the dixiecrats was one of the 
convention’s major developments, 
the Truman talk was at least an 
equally significant and dramatic 
sequence. Coming at 2 a.m., as-it 
did, and electrifying a hot. weary, 
despondent convention, it obviously 
marked an 11th hour turning point 
in Demo hopes. 

If for no other reason than that 
the President came on so late that 
only a small fraction of the radio 
and tele audience heard the ad- 
dress, it was worthy of, say, at the 
very least. five minutes of the 
stanza. But listeners, after hearing 
the party’s differences of opinion 
highlighted for a good 27 minutes. 
suddenly found Truman kissed off 
with two brief quotes—much less 
time than given to several other 
sveakers—just before a quick 
windup! Racing the clock Edwards 
just had time to reel off something 
about Truman’s talk pumping new 
life into the Demos. 

This sort of thing is a credit 
neither to CBS’ impartiality nor its 
news judgment. Doan. 


' 
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SECRET MISSIONS 

With Admiral Ellis M. Zacharias, 
Myron McCormick, Stephan 
Schnable, Helen Shields, Martin 
Wolfson, Bill Quinn, Peter Ca- 
pell, Waiter Kinsella, Neil O’- 
Maliey, Cameion Trud’homme; 
Bill Hightewer, announcer; EI- 
liot Jacoby, music 


Writer: Howard Merrill 
Producer-Director: Roger Bower 








identify the person, place, etc., rep- 
resented in the enactment. The 
solution is reasonably simple, with 
the answer fetching a $25 U. S. 
Bond, and making the contestant 
eligible for the jackpot question: 
“What was the name of King 
Midas’ daughter?” Jackpot starts 
out with a $500 U. S. Bond, with an 
additional $50 added everytime the 
jackpot question is muffed. 

Within the space of a half-hour 
Olsen, by maintaining a steady 
pace, permits for a good half-dozen 
of the riddle-me-this vignettes. 
He’s okay. Rose. 


HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPH 
With Eugene Ormandy conduct- 

ing; James Fassett, Eva Gautier, 

Edward Goodnow 
Producer-director: Peter Prouse 
90 Mins.; Sun., 3 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Hollywood 

Moving into the time slot held 
in fall and winter by the New York 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Holly- 
wood Bowl Symphony auspiciously 
teed off an eight-week concert 
series on CBS Sunday (18 under 
Eugene Ormandy’s direction. Pro- 
gram ranged from the oft-done 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony in C 
Minor and Ravel’s “Bolero” to 
Richard Strauss’ tone poem, “Don 
Juan” along with Bach's Toccata 
and Fugue in D Minor. 


The Bowl Symphony, whose per- 
sonnel is formed from the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic Orch, did a 
standard interpretation of the 
Beethoven work and was particu- 
larly colorful in playing the Ravel 
score. Music lovers would have 
found few flaws in Ormandy’s 
masterful guidance of the 100- 
piece outfit. 


Series, incidentally, marks the 
first nationwide broadcasts to be 
done by the Bowl organization. In- 
termission comments were sup- 
plied by CBS music supervisor 
James Fassett and-his guests, Eva 
Gautier and Edward Goodnow. 
Their observations were the usual 
background stuff. already known 
by the more erudite dialers. . Bowl 
Symphony, however, won't do any 
harm to CBS’ prestige through the 
summer dog days. Gilb. 


program in advance by the ex-| An added feature of the charity | walk up an actual stairway, moving | 39 Mins. Sun. 9 p.m | 
pedient of copving the arrange- | composition of the program is the up a step for each query answered | Sustainin ileal MARY CHERRY 
ments on recordings made abroad. | sponsor’s contribution of a washer correctly and being penalized a Mutual i N York | om é 
Sylvan Levin's house band gave|to some worthy organization. In |step for each fluff. The staircase | ’ yp ae ew, See With Arnold Wilkes 






the singer a fullbodied background 
which helped accentuate the tenor’s 
fine falsetto. 

O'Duffy is apparently slated for 
a Mutual buildup. In addition to 
hic Sunday WOR spot, he’s to do 


a 10-minute session Thursday eve-_ 


nings on the network. Jose. 


OF TIME AND DEATH 
Producer: Hoyt Andres 
Writer: Mary Agnes Thompson 
30 Mins., Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WKY, Oklahoma City 

WKY’s “Of Time and Death” is 
bitter fare telling of death in traf- 
fic. accidents. It’s a public service 
program that isn’t likely to be for- 
gotten by those hearing it, and 
should this session bring about 
more careful driving over the holi- 
days in the Oklahoma area, the 
program will have accomplished its 
mission. 

Yarn tells of four unrelated peo- 
ple who meet death in July 4 ac- 
cidents last year. Most of the time 
is taken up +dy narration, one of 
the weaker parts of the session in- 
asmuch as there's little time al- 
lotted to bringing about an ac- 
quaintanceship with the  unfor- 
tunate parties. However, the pro- 
gram designers probably felt that 
there’s enough sympathy for any- 
One meeting sudden death. 

Program describes a _ rather 
placid holiday of .its subjects, a 
day which culminates in four fatal- 
ities. Show stresses the point that 
each would have escaped had they 
taken 30 seconds to be careful. 


Production and writing are of seem to include the radio listeners 


high standard and enactments are 


_ €ompetent. Carroll Freeman does 
__--« @ Capable job of narration. 


any event, Bruno’s got itself a 


good buy and Monday evening lis- | itive pattern as participants find | 4 Series of dramatizations “based 


| Somers in New York a somewhat | 
different offshoot of the quiz she- 
| bang. - Odec. 





A WOMAN’S WAY 
With Ann Hubert 
15 Mius., Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:45 p.m. 
WAVE, Louisville 

Pleasing local femme personali- 
ty, Ann Hubert, has been on this 
station for a year, having celebrat- 
ed a birthday last week. and gives 








the lie to the old saw, “You can’t | 
serve two masters.” Miss Hubert 
(has been doing just this, and suc-— 
cessfully, for two divergent spon- | 
-sors, such as National Biscuit, and 


i 


then by contrast, institutional plugs 
|for the local utility, former for two) 
/days a week and latter for three. | 

Miss Hubert has interviewed a. 
good many celebs during her one. 


year’ term — authors, bandleaders, 


Amphitheatre principals, and a wide | Friday night (17) brought to a_ files. (It’s too much to expect, ap- 


cross-section of local people in the. 
news, etc. She has a friendly way | 
with her guests, and wisely lets! 


them do most of the talking, a ly perceptible variation along the thrilling exploits. It’s understood 


switch from the usual radio inter- | 
| View. On the days when she 
doesn’t have a guest available, her 
| program consists of women’s news, 
recipes and household hints. An- 
/nouncer handles the commercials, 
and Miss Hubert gives out with the | 
friendly visits. She gets the idea 
‘across to listeners that both she and 
her guests are having a wonderful 
time just talking over such simple 
_things as how they came to get 
‘started in their work, etc., and 


as an important part of the friendly 
confab. One of the town’s better 
daytime femme stanzas. Hold. 





assumes. a spectacular and compet- 


themselves on its various steps, 
each trying to reach the top first 
and get a crack at the jackpot. The 
theatre audience found it interest- 
ing and amusing. 

An added gimmick aiding lis- 
tener reception is the business 
whereby contestants draw names 
of people living outside the city of 
broadcast, each name being sent 
the same award as his teammate on 
the stairway cops. Floyd himself 
handled the .mcee job on the in- 
troductory show, but the permanent 
assignment goes to KIHO’s Wayne 
Pritchard. Rees. 


>. POO: FOC O4< 


Followup Comment 
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Guy Lembardo orchestra’s last 
pleasant period his _ four-week 
stand for Old Gold on CBS. The 
repertoire was routined with hard- 


same lines that Lombardo has been 


_packaging for that numerous line 
of sponsors, dating back to 1933: 
-current pop tunes alternating with 


standards and a Lombardo medley 
for good measure at the finish. The 
maestro m.c.’s this four-week series 


with his usual simple aplomb, all 


in good keeping with a musieal 
style that fits each successive num- 
ber to the same rigid mold. The 
script itself never got in the way 
of the entertainment. Whether by 
intent or lack of resourcefulness, 
that’s the way it should be when 
the dean of the sweet contrivers of 
dansapation is the attraction. 


Teed off last Sunday (18), this is 


lon” the secret files of Admiral 
| Ellis M. Zacharias, wartime deputy 
chief of the Office of Naval Intel- 
ligence, with the admiral himself 
introing and signing off each 
stanza. The series is supposed to 
unreel “heretofore untold activities 
and accomplishments” of the ONT, 
in sort of international detective- 
story fashion. 


Yet, in the face of the ONI’s 
proclaimed motto that “a fact is 
not a fact until it is confirmed,” 
the show is neither all fact nor all 
fiction. And the listener, told at 
the close that certain of the inci- 
dents really happened, in uncon- 
nected cases, is disillusioned with 
the discovery that he has not ac- 
tually heard one of the “most | 





3 thrilling*exploits” of the war, but 





rather just a thriller utilizing a 
few fictionalized tidbits from ONI 


| parently, that the publicity-hating 
| Navy Dept. even now would dis- 
| close some of ONI’s undoubtedly 


the Navy passes on Zacharias’ ma- 
terial for security, but doesn’t 
vouch for the factualness of any 
i of it.) 

| Thus, the listener is left to judge 
the stanza on its mefits as a drama. 
| AS" such, it’s so-so stuff. The ini- 
tialer was concerned with 2 man- 
hunt, to Holland and Germany and 
back to the U. S., for a Dutch 
scientist with the formula for an 
anti-sub explosive. The characteri- 
zations were ineffective; there was 
no real plot; scripting and overall 
production were uninspired. Zach- 
arias, though, has pleasant mike 








manners, Doan. 


15 Mins., Mon-thru-Fri., 1:30 P.M. 
Participating 4 
WGY, Schenectady ‘ 

Mary Awilda Croninger, who airs 
under the name of Mary Cherry, is 
a former overseas Red Cross worker 
spotted to replace the longtime 
“Betty Lennox” program (last of 
which was conducted by Mrs. Clark 
Poling). She had substituted for 
Mrs. Poling during a vacation 
period. Arnold Wilkes, supervisor 
of continuity at WGY and ex- 
announcer, has been added to 
break up voice monotony and te 
lend a touch of masculine infor- 
mality. 

It's a reasonably listenable, if 
quite orthodox, matinee quarter- 
hour. Chief topic of discussion is 
meals and recipes. One slightly 
different angle is “international 
Day” on Wednesday, when the 


| favorite dishes of Polish, Swedish, 


Italian, ete., listeners are discussed. 


Miss Cherry, who had experience 
as a radio secretary and commer- 
cial announcement writer after 
serving two years in jungle hospi- 
tals of New Guinea and later the 
Philippines, turns out smooth 
scripts. It’s difficult at times to 
determine whether she and Wilkes 
are reading or adlibbing — which 
speaks well for their mike tech- 
nique. 

Wilkes has a nice set of pipes, 
but sometimes sounds a bit too 
Stylizied. He is a glib talker. 

One wonders whether a more 
provocative, comprehensive and 
challenging women’s show — the 
kind that digs into questions other 
than cooking and decorating—will 
ever replace the long-accepted !oca 
type. Jaco. 
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First in 8-Station Baptist FM Web 
Preems in Tex.; 1756 Program Fund 


Belton, Tex., July 20. 


The first of eight FM stations 
to feature religious programs in 
a network promoted by the Bapt- 
ists General Convention is on the 
air. It is KMHB, owned by Mary 
Hardin-Baylor College here. The 
outlet is broadcasting on a 90-day 
probationary permit preliminary 
to getting a fulltime FCC license. 
KMHB is operating with 14,000 
watts on FM channel 246 or 97.1 
megacycles. 

Dr. R. Alton Reed of Dallas, 
who has been connected with the 
various technical, legal and finan- 
cial aspects of the web since 
May, 1947, estimated that “15 to 
18 months” would elapse before 
the rest of the stations get going. 

That time is necessary, accord- 
ing to Dr. Reed, in order to get 
equipment and personnel and to 
iron out other problems. Dr. Reed, 
whose title is director of radio 
activities for the general conven- 
tion, emphasized that the conven- 
tion is only promoting the net- 
work and that each of the outlets 


will -be owned by other io saoat 


groups or institutions. 

Network headquarters will be 
in Dallas with $175,000 earmarked 
for the production of live broad- 


casts featuring drama, music and 


preaching. 


Each of the outlets is proposed 


as a nonprofit institution. Each 
would be on the air from 6 a.m. 
to 10 p.nf? seven days a_ week. 
Enough commercial broadcasts 
would be carried to pay opera- 
tion costs of each outlet. 

It was estimated that each of 
the outlets would cost around $25,- 
000. Where the station is located 
at a college they would serve as 
laboratories for the radio classes. 

Six outlets in the proposed web 
have been given a_ conditional 
grant by the FCC. Each would 
have a power of 4,000 watts. These 
outlets include KBSG, First Bapt- 
ist Church at Beaumont; channel 
300 at 107.9 megacycles; KPHC, 
Howard Payne College, Brown- 
wood, channel 290, at 105.9 mega- 
cycles; KBOH, Buckner Orphans 
Home, Dallas, channel 300, at 
107.9 megacycles; KSWW, South- 
western Baptists Theological Sem- 
inary, Fort Worth, channel 227 at 
93.3 megacycles; KSSC, San An- 


tonio Baptists Association, San 
Antonio, channel 289, at 105.7 
megacycles;s KWSW, Wayland 


Baptists College, Plainview, chan- 
nel 297, at 107.3 megacycles. 

The eighth outlet would be 
owned an doperated by Hardin- 
Simmons University at Abilene. 
The application has been accepted 
for filing by the FCC. 


World-Circling Format 
For ‘Vox-Pop’ in 2-Way 
AM-TV Spread for ’49 


Parks J6hnson and Warren Hull, 
the vox poppers, are peddling 
their 16-year-old air show for the 
fall as an AM-TV deal, for which 
they may either make a_ sys- 
tematic road tour of the 48 states 
or take a globe-circling junket. 
In the latter case, they'd originate 

Vox Pop” from the sites of the 
Seven Wonders of the World. The 
radio stanza would be tape rec- 
orded and the tele edition filmed. 
ducer chores on “Vox Pop” early 
this year, during its season’s run 
on ABC: for American Express, 
has been retained by Johnson and 
Hull (incorporated as Vox Pop, 
Inc.) and currently is conferring 
with them on format changes and 
tele plans. Johnson has formed a 
new company, Vox Pop Films, to 
handle the production and market- 
Ing of the TV stanza. A camera- 
man will be added to the show’s 
troupe to film all broadcasts and 
Supplementary material where- 
ever the program travels. 

Reformatting, according to Hull, 
calls for stepping up the show’s 
ticteutaee pad audience par- 

on, an “ ” 
scar less “feature story 
oe to visit the 48 states 
: ems from popular reaction the 
the poppers got from a visit to 

e Texas legislature. If the all- 
States junket comes off, they'll 
Similarly visit each capitol. “Vox 
Pop,” incidentally, claims to be 
televised _exactly as aired. This 
was during its stand at the 





World’s Fair in 1939. 


4 
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Tale of 3 Cities 


Producer-director Herb Moss is 
in the throes of auditioning a new 
| Hildegarde radio show in three | 
cities on two continents. | 

On the qt. he flew out to Chi- 
cago last week to wrap up the | 
show idea with Hildegarde and her | 
| manager, Anna Sosenko. One seg- 
/ment of the show was auditioned 
|there immediately. Another part 
|of the show will be auditioned 
'next week in Paris, where Hilde- | 
| garde and Miss Sosenko will be | 
lat the time. Moss expects to fly 
there to produce this segment, too. 
Third portion will be cut immedi- 
ately upon Hildegarde’s return to 
New York in early September. 

It'll be a wire-recorded show 
formatted so an informal, at home 
/and nitery chitchat series enlist- | 
ing top show biz celebs as guests. | 
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Talking It Up 
Hollywood, July 20. 

General Foods will try a new 
tack in commercials on its 
four Jello shows by having 
Meredith Willson and his “talk- 
ing people” handle all the plug 
copy. For programs airing 
from the east he’ll be cut in 
from Hollywood, where he’}} 
originate his own show for GF. 

Idea is to concentrate its 
identification with one set of 
voices. Willson innovated his 
“talking people” on the Ford 
show two seasons ago. 


Virginia Payne Seen New AFRA 
Head; Coast Key to Elections 





WOR’s Mobile Unit Show 


WOR, N. Y., which has been 
shopping for a long time for a reg- 
ular assignment for the expensive 





tion last year, has finally come up 





Lewis Vice Funt On 


with one in a new woman-in-the- 
home show to be kicked off in mid- 





‘ ’ + ° | August, featuring Charlotte Adams, 
Nora Drake Scripting coeiing and home editor of Look 


Milton Lewis .succeeds Julian 


Funt as scripter of the “Nora 
Drake” daytime serial for Toni 
shampoo, effective Monday (26). 


Funt had to relinquish the assign- 
ment because of a product conflict 
between that show and the “Big 
Sister” serial. which he writes for 
Procter & Gamble. “Drake” is 
directed by Charles Irving. 

In addition to scripting “Thin 
Man” and numerous other pro- 
grams, Lewis collaborated with 
Funt in the authorship of “The 
Dancer,” melodrama produced two 
seasons ago by George Abbott. 


mag. 

Miss Adams, ex-cooking editor 
of the Associated Press, who for- 
merly did a show for femmes on 
WQXR, N. Y., was one of those 
auditioned last year by WOR for 
its Barbara Welles spot. Initially, 
she’ll do an 10:30 Saturday ayem 
half-hour, but the station is mull- 
ing a cross-the-board stanza if the 
weekly setup clicks. Miss Adams 
will travel with the mobile unit to 
homes, shopping centers, etc. Pro- 
gram will be offered for participat- 
ing sponsorship. 








of paychecks for Coast radioites. 





New York 
Buddy Weed Trio 
Fun House 
Criminal Casebook . 
Hope of Peace 
Get Rich Quick 
This Changing World 
Second Honeymoon 
What’s My Name? 
Jergens’ Journal 
Go for a House 
Sea Hound 
Spotlight on Sports 
Tomorrow's Tops 
Race of the Day 
Whiz Quiz 
Milton Cross’ Opera Album 
Superstition 


Cabin B-13 

Camel Caravan 

County Fair 

Dr. Standish, Med. Exam. 
Jerry Wayne-Ned Calmer 
It’s Always Albert 

Give & Take 

Family Hour 

Hilltop House 

Morey Amsterdam Show 
Mr. Chameleon 

Pause That Refreshes 
Lombardo’s OG Show 
Singalong 

Spotlight Revue 

Let’s Dance, America (plus remotes) 
Musicomedy 
Sing It Again 

Robert Q. Lewis Show 


Life Begins at 80 

Better Half 

Under Arrest 

What Makes You Tick 
Mystery Playhouse 
Merts’ Record Session 
Adventure Parade 
Heatter’s Mailbag 

John B. Kennedy 
Secret Missions 

Talent Jackpot 

Three for the Money 
There’s Always a Woman 
Col. Stoopnagle’s Quiz Academy 
Luncheon at Sardi’s 





First Piano Quartet ‘Sun.) 
Jane Pickens Show 
Robert Shaw Chorale 
First Piano Quartet (Mon.) 
Carmen Cavallaro 

Thin Man 

Call the Police 

National Minstrels 

Jack Pearl Show 

Tex & Jinx 
Armed Services Review 
New Faces 

Cities Service Band ; 
First Piano Quartet (Fri.) 
Radio City Playhouse 
We Love & Learn 
Sammy Kaye 

Morton Downey | 
Author Meets Critics 
Who Said That? 

Slapsie Maxie Show 

Sat. Night Dancing Date 








new shows on the four major networks. 


L. A.to-N. Y. Swing of Summer Originations 


There’s a wholesale west-to-east shift in the originations of summer replacement fare and other 
Tabulation this week, as the hiatus semester got into full 


swing, showed that among fillin stanzas and programs which have teed off since late spring, or are 
soon to preem 74 originate from N. Y., whereas only 20 come from Hollywood and 11 from Chicago 
and other points. It’s spelling a work-a-plenty heyday for Gotham talent, and a comparative dearth 


Here’s the origination lineup: 


AMERICAN BROADCASTING CO. 


Hollywood 
Front Page - 
Johnny Fletcher 
Comedy Writers’ Snow 
Musical Etchings 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Amazing Mr. Tutt 
Hollywood Showcase 
Our Miss Brooks 

My Favorite Husband 
Romance 

Hallmark Playhouse 


MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Lone Wolf 
It’s a Living 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Let’s Talk Holiywood 
Rexall Summer Theatre 
Meet.Corliss Archer 


Evening With Romberg 


Kraft Music Hall 

Ray Noble-Ilene Woods 
Time, Place & Tune 
Mel Torme Show 


Elsewhere 
Esplanade Concerts (Boston) 
Dance Band Jamboree (remotes) 
Xavier Cugat (remotes) 
For Luvva Mike (Chicago) 
Personal Autograph (Chi) 
Stars in the Night (Chi) 
Music by Maupin (Chi) 


Roy Rogers Show (travels) 


RFD America (Chi) 

Dizzy Dean ‘St. Louis) 
Appointment with Music (Nashville) 
Sat. Nite Dancing Date (Chi) 


, 
i 


mobile unit purchased by the sta- | 








Virginia Payne, defeated for the 

‘national presidency of the Ameri- 
‘ean Federation of Radio Artists two 
| years ago by one disputed vote, 
‘looms as a likely choice for the 
office this year. However, the 
/union’s Los Angeles delegation to 
the annual convention in Boston 
;next month may vote as a solid 
‘bloc and swing the election to 
some other candidate. 
From indications, Ken Carpen- 
iter, current and last year’s presi- 
dent, won't be a candidate again. 
Under the usual procedure, the 
!presidency alternates between the 
|New York and Coast chapters, and 
|it was understood last year, when 
: Carpenter was re-elected, that the 
|office would go this year to Clay- 
'ton Collyer, then president of the 
| New York local and elected at that 
{time as national first vice-presi- 
| dent. However, Collyer has since 
| been succeeded by Nelson Case as 
iN. Y¥. local prez, his conservative 
| Artists Committee faction has been 
} ousted from control of, the local 
| board and, a few weeks ago, of the 
‘New York representation on the 
'national board. 

Also, the liberal forces swept the 
election of delegates to the national 
preggner—, so Collyer’s election to 

the national presidency now ap- 
pears unlikely. However, there 
may be difficulty finding a candi- 
date of sufficient national promi- 
nence who is acceptable to the vari- 
ous factions. On that basis, Miss 
Payne may be a natural choice, as 
she has never been closely asso- 
ciated with any group, has not been 
involved in factional strife and is 
especially popular with the smaller 
locals. 

A former president of the Chi- 
cago chapter, Miss Payne was a 
national vice-president of AFRA 
two years ago when she was nom- 
inated for the presidency against 
Carpenter. When the ballots were 
first counted it was thought the re- 
sult was a tie, but before the tabu- 
lation was announced a missing 
delegate appeared and cast the de- 
ciding vote for Carpenter. Miss 


(Continued on page 37) 


Scripps-Howard Nixed 
In FCC’s Grant of Cleve. 
AM Bid to Local Outfit 
Washington, July 20. 


Following its pattern of favoring 
local ownership of broadcast sta- 





Commission, last week granted an 
AM station to Cleveland Broadcast- 
ing, Inc., instead of Scripps-Howard 
Radio, Ine. 

FCC said 24 of the 25 officers, 
directors and stockholders of Cieve- 
land Broadcasting have been res- 
idents of the Cleveland area for 
many years, and 23 of these in- 
dividuals reside there at the 
present time. 

Scripps-Howard, on the other 
hand, has only one member of its 
‘board of five directors and three 
executive committee members liv- 
ing in Cleveland. Two officers of 
the corporation also reside in 
Cteveland. 

FCC found that favoring the 
application of Cleveland Broadcast- 
ing would integrate ownership and 
management. “We believe that 
these factors are of particular 
relevance in the instant case where 
both applicants propose initially to 
provide a local non-network serv- 
ice devoted to the particular needs 
and interests of the Cleveland 
metropolitan area.” 


MATHES PITCHES FOR 
BORDEN AIR BILLINGS 


Fhe J. M. Mathes agency is 
readying a pitch at the Borden 
radio billings, now handled by 
Kenyon & Eckhardt. John Bates, 
director of radio for Mathes, was 
in Hollywood last week to record 
a new “Elsie and Elmer” comedy 
program for submission to Stu 
Peabody, Borden advertising head. 

The milk outfit now has two 
radio shows, “Your Song and 
Mine,” produced by Air Features 
for K & E, and “County Fair,” pro- 
duced by the agency. Young & 
Rubicam, which had a long and 
spotty record with the Borden 
radio account, still has some of the 
billings in other media. 











tions, the Federal Communications _ 


= 5a frag: 








TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 21, 1948 








Video 


Still a ‘Mystery Baby To 


~ Cincy; Pix, Cafes Cross B.0. Fi ingers 


By JOE KOLLING 


(No. 6 in a series showing how 
television is projecting itself in the 
key cities throughout the coun- 
try.) 

Cincinnati, July 20. 

Entering its fifth month of com- 
mercial existence in Cincy, tele- 
vision is still a mystery baby. 
While being cuddled by its first 
local adopter, Crosiey’s WLWT, 
video is drawing oodles of ahs and 
ohs from most of the owners and 
lookers-on at a known 3,250 
sets, with others, engaged in 
amusements and kindred lines that 
might be helped or hurt by TY, 
crossing their fingers and hoping 
for the best. 

At this early stage there is no 
accurate way of telling what affect 
TV has had on diverting trade from 
pix houses and niteries, or if it has 
cut or built attendance at Crosley 
Field, home of the Cincy Reds. In 
other lines of sport, it is definitely 
known thateTV has been a consid- 
erable gate builder for wrestling 
and boxing. 

Justin R. Dunean, acting direc- 
tor of WLWT, is the accepted 
authority on TV hereabouts. He is 
a pioneer in the television field, 
having worked with it and on it in 
the east for a decade before join- 
ing Crosley seven years ago. 

“Our baseball schedule,” said 
Duncan, “is only for 34 games this 
year, none of them at night or on 
Sundays and holidays, and only 
four on Saturdays. So it is diffi- 
cult to learn if we are keeping 
mere persons from the games here 


than are new customers made by | 


video. 

“Wrestling attendance has built 
up real well since we began tele- 
vising the Friday night matches. 
Ross Leader, the promoter, has 
openly verified this help. Our 
coverage of the Golden Gloves box- 
ing bouts on three Monday nights, 
sponsored by WKRC, according to 
a statement volunteered by Charl- 
ton Wallace, that station’s promo- 
tional director, cleared more than 


enough money to make up a deficit | 


from last year. 

“We do have a definite check on 
at least two of our shows. One is 
a nightly 50-minute program for 
children, starting at 6:30 p.m., re- 
cently added to our schedule and 
running our airtime up to 30 hours 
a week. It contained a 20-minute 
picture, ‘Jungle Queen,’ in 12 
episodes, which recently ended and 
drew heavy fan mail. 

“Our Tuesday night 60-minute 


‘ program, ‘Who Am I,’ in which 





viewers are called by ‘us on the 
telephone and offered merchandise 
prizes to identify the subjects, like- 
wise has a big audience. A dozen 
or so persons are called during the 
hour, and on two occasions every 
one of them answered the calls and 
had their television sets on.” 
Downtown and _ neighborhood 
cafes with television sets are 


known to get their heaviest plays | 


on wrestling and boxing programs. 
Baseball followers are hot and 
cold, the bar trade reports, accord- 
ing to the way the Reds are going, 
the real fan preferring to go out 
to the ball park, if he has time, 
rather than view the game on a 
small screen. 

Cincy installations, which have 
stepped up steadily since the in- 
auguration..of regular program- 
ming, are now at the weekly rate 
of from 150 to 200. 

Sets for the most part are oper- 
ating within a 60-mile radius, says 
Duncan, and offer satisfactory re- 
ception. Crosley management in 
replying to inquiries from residents 
beyond that range cautions that 
they will be assuming a_risk ou 
pickups for “consistently good re- 
ception.” 

WLWT telecasts have been re- 
ceived up to a 400-mile distance, 
Duncan informs. 


Ex-Philly Record Staffers 


Team Up for Tele Show 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

Two of the top staffers of the 
now defunct Philadelphia Record 
have teamed up as stars on a new 
WCAU-TYV show, “Major Events.” 

Jerry Doyle, the w.k. political 
cartoonist, and sports colurnnist 
Harry Roberts have pooled their 
drawing, writing and gabbing abili- 
ties and now meet the public in- 
ag of dealines, Monday nights at 








Dr. Allen B. DuMont 


sets forth his 
**Tele-Transcription 
Idea for Rapid 
Networking”’ 


VARIETY 'S 


3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 


EDITION 
Out Next Week 


Dallas Council Nixes 
500-Ft. Tower Erection 
Despite ‘Kid Stuff’ Plea 
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CROSS QUESTION , 
With Geraldine Paige, Ika Diehl, 
Bob Brown, Joseph -Bellucet, 


lace, announcer 
_Producer-Director: Bruno VeSoto 
| 45 Mins., Sun., 8:30 p.m. 
PATRICIA STEVENS, INC. 
| WGN-TV, Chicago 
(Arthur Meyerhoff) 


It was inevitable that. tele, fol- | 


lowing the lead of legit, films and 
radio, should make use of the 
ready-made drama of trial by Jury. 
| “Cross Question,” 
from its prototypes in _ ; 
| fundamental details. The dialog 1s 
ad libbed. The judge and attorney 
roles are filled by professionals 
from the Chicago Bar Assn. 

William Wines, of the [illinois 
attorney general’s staff, briefs ac- 
tual cases, retaining the basic legal 
situation. The plaintiffs, defend- 
ants. and witnesses, portrayed by 
actors, are grounded in the facts 
necessary to their respective char- 
acterizations, but the dialog is left 
for them to improvise. It’s the 
video twist on commedia dell’arte 
with overtones of Stanislavsky. 
And it saves rehearsal time. 

Show viewed (18) marked the 
sponsored bow of the series, which 
teed off as a sustainer several 





Dallas, July 20. 


500-foot television tower in a resi- | 
dential area east of downtown Dal- 

las, was denied Tom Potter by the | 
' Dallas City Council. In a plea be- | 
‘fore the council, R. K. Prescott, | 


| lawyer for Potter, told the group 
‘that “you'll be voting against om 





| 000 school children and the citizens 
;who want television if you vote 
|against this tower.” The vote of | 
| the council was unanimous. 

Mayor Jimmie Temple told Pres- 
cott that “it’s not a question of 
whether we have television. We 
| are talking about a zoning problem. 
|1 wouldn’t want a 500-foot tower | 


| 


| you wouldn’t either.” 





Tiv’s 52-Week Series Of 


‘Yesterday's Newsreel’ 


| New 52-week series of television | 

film shorts titled “Yesterday’s | 
|Newsreel” has been wrapped up | 
/by Ziv Television Programs, Inc., | 
|and is now being offered to net- 
| Works and sponsors. Shorts, run- 
ning 15 minutes each and featur- 
ing news highlights of years back, 
were directed by Donald Jacques. 
Warren Sweeney, Ray Morgan and 
Roslyn Green are narrators. 


Although they were produced 
especially for TV, the shorts have 
aroused considerable interest 
among major film distributors, ac- 
cording to Ziv TV prexy John 
Sinn. One of the majors, he said, 
has already begun negotiations to 
take over the series for theatrical 
distribution throughout the U. S. 

Ziv last week, incidentally, 
bought out the General Film Li- 


_Permission for the erection of a | vorced husband who 


months ago. Case concerned a di- 
sued his 
mother-in-law for alienating his 
wife’s affections. Drama had a gen- 
uine courtroom flavor and held in- 
terest throughout. Verdict was re- 
turned by a jury of studio visitors 
who, like others in the drama, are 
on their very own. 

Prosecuting attorney Max Liss 
and defending lawyer Homer 
Johnannsen’ sparred in_ highly 
credible style, under the phleg- 
matie eye of John W. Costello, an 
attorney who presided as judge. 


Impressive was Liss’ plea to the | 


jury, a spread-eagle harangue in 


the best legal tradition. The three | 


principles on the 
were generally effective except one 
whose ad libbing, under Liss’ grill- 


Timing of the show, an awkward 


jammed up against my home -and be was reduced to monosyllables. 


| matter sincé lawyers aren't partic- 


ularly clock-conscious when orat- 
ing, was handled via notes from 
the bailiff, an actor. At several 
points the cameras failed to keep 
pace with the verbal ping-pong be- 
tween judge and objecting lawyer. 
but that’s an expected penalty 
when ad libs are free to fly. Single 
set carefully approximated = a 
court room. As an added touch of 
realism, a bona fide court reporter. 
Blair Miller, does a transcript of 
each show. 

Patricia Stevens, a model school 
and agency, will test-sponsor on 
three more Sundays. Although 
“Cross Question” is firstrate video 
fare, its specific power to 


Baxt. 





Tele Follow-Up 











“Texaco Star Theatre” as a 


vaudeo showcase projected anew 
last week the ever-mounting prob- 





brary of California from M. M. 
Landres, its owner, for $100,000. 
Outfit now owns the General li- 
braries in both California and N.Y., 
plus the Miles, Kinogram and 
Forster libraries, giving it a total 
13,500,000 feet of kbrary and 
stock shots from which to package 
its TV shows. 


lem of integrating established 
show biz personalities 


duction has been a Milton Berle 
“baby” and if the subsequent em- 
cees have shown up less advan- 
tageously (as was particularly ap- 
parent when Bill Gaxton tried step- 
(Continued on page 37) 


and Richard Keyes; Myron Wal- | 


however, varies | 
several | 


witness stand | 


lure 
would-be models is open to debate. 


[ into the! 
sight-and-sound medium. Up to. 
| now the Texaco hour-long TV pro- 


i 


~ Studio Blueprint; 


‘ABC Unwraps ‘Largest Yet’ TV 


Preems in 6 Months 





E. F. MeDonald, Jr. 


is bullish that his 
“Phonovision Is 


Television's 
Programming 
Panacea” 
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+ ABC’s exec veepee Robert E. 
Kintner on Monday (19) took wraps 
off blueprints for the construction 
of the country’s biggest television 
studios. which will be the nerve 
center of the web’s TV operation 
as well as housing its N.Y. flagship, 
WJZ-TV. 

A building formerly used as an 
arena for the N. Y. Riding Club, 
occupying the width of a city block 
betweeh 66th and 67th streets, off 
Central Park West, will be convert- 
ed into a BV center providing 2. 
000,000 cubic feet of usable space. 
Reconversion will be started imme- 
diately, and is expected to be com- 
pleted in six months. 

Until a usable studio is available 
at this location, WJZ-TV. which is 
slated to take to the air August 











$40,350,000 Tele-Radio 
Equipment Sales For 


’A8’s 1st Quarter Period 


Washington, July 20. 

| Sales of radio and television 
| equipment, including electron 
‘tubes, totaled $40,350,000 during 
| 1948's first quarter, according to 
|the Radio Manufacturers Assn. 
| Almost half of the sales, or $18,- 
| 053,969, went to the U. S. Govern- 
|ment, and $12,875,186 of the Fed- 
|eral purchases were for radar 
| equipment. 

Tubes used in TV sets showed 
|the greatest gain over the same 
period of 1947. First quarter out- 
put of 170.430, this year, was more 
| than three times the production in 
11947’s first quarter when 51,214 
|sich tubes were manufactured. 
| Sales of transmitting and com- 





munications equipment of all types | 
$56,000,000 total | 
reached in the first quarter of 1947, | 
because of a drop in government | 


fell below the 


procurement from about $40,000,- 
000 to $18.000.000 

Transmitting equipment sales 
for the first quarters of both years 
were about equal, totalling $6.725,- 
385 

FM transmitting equipment sales 
by RMA member-companies aggre- 
‘gated $1.615.2%4 and AM_ sales 
were $667.435. Studio equipment 
for beth AM and FM_ stations 
amounted to $1,193,060 and an- 
tenna equipment, excluding towers, 
to $558,577. 


Mayo’s Playlet Series 


Basil Rathbone has been ap- 

proached by Waldo Mayo, who con- 
ducted the orchestra on the old 
“Capitol Theatre Family” radio 
Show, to be narrator and occasion- 
| al leading actor of a series of tele- 
| filmed playlets. The stanzas would 
| be 25-minute length and would be 
produced in New York. The actor 
is currently star of “The Heiress,” 
at the Biltmore, N .Y. 
_ Since doing the “Capitol Fam- 
ily” program with the late Major 
Bowes, Mayo has made a few 
summer theatre appearances and 
has written books about music. 








10, will operate temporarily from 
the Peter Junco photo studios at 
157 East 69th street, between Madi- 
son and Lexington avenues. 

Principal studio in the big lay- 
out will measure 200 feet by 100 
feet, with a 45-foot ceiling. It will 
be equipped with sound-proof 
translucent panels, fabricated of 
glass and plastics, to divide it into 
smaller units when wanted, When 
not in use, the panels will be 
dropped by motor controls into 
slots in the floor. 

Studios will be fitted out with 
, total of 16 image orthicon cameras 
| as well as the latest types of studio, 
|motion picture and field cameras. 
| Elaborately equipped control board 
| will be erected on a balcony. A 
iclients’ booth adjacent to it will 
share a 95-foot plate-glass viewing 
iwindow. Several hundred video 
|amplifiers will be installed through- 
| out the building to provide picture 
| distribution. 


| 
| McClay to Coordinate 
WCAU-TV Programming 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

, John McClay, former program 
{director at WPEN here, has been 
named program coordinator for 
| WCAU-TV, succeeding Donald S. 
| McKay, who resigned. 

» in his new post, McClay will be 
; responsible for program develop- 
|ment, special writing, studio as- 
| signment, coordination of local and 
/network programming and overall 
scheduling. 











Kieran, Arcel Series 


Pointing up anew the increased 
emphasis on television film pro- 
grams pending the completion of 
coast-to-coast networking facilities, 
two more series of film shorts were 
put into production this week by 
International Tele-Film Co., N. Y. 
indie package firm. One series is 
| to star John Kieran and the other, 
written and directed by author 
| Budd Schulberg, will feature fight 
| trainer Ray Arcel. 
| Kieran series, of which 78 spe- 
co weekly shows can already be 
| guaranteed, will feature a variety 
, Of programs, designed to interest 
all sectors of the TV audience. 
Arcel series, stressing the value of 
keeping in physical condition, will 
feature interviews with a group of 
sports celebs. Shows are being 
filmed in N. Y. 












































Breaking D $1,000,000 T 
¢ Down a $1,000,000 Tele Show 
Following recapitulation of the estimated costs for Texaco’s one medium i i 
c "aco: ° requires. It will b ted t ercial ¢ i 
yeah pgp Papa bie ar eee period ng es 1, 1948, to instance, beneeeid of the fesislan tbe SP the oleae ( tH y Beery 
. 3 r, agency on the account, dis- routine, i " 
| closes for the first time the type of projected bookkeeping which the cts.” lente thes peed ge sreaiveu cee tae under “No. 
No 
stations ; 
Film Film Total 
Month avail- No. Time positive negative base i es— 
Studie -———-——Talent ———, 
Poe ney we oF" pee charges charges charges charges Programs hemes Total pore 
yon ah yp A Gee oh ak 4 ;: "Sane $6,240 $1,446 $29,228 $4,000 $36,000 $1,800 $37,800 $71,028 
AUBUS ooo eee 7,800 1,800 36.535 5,000 45,000 2,250 47.250 88.785 
September ............ as 21 548 6.240 1,440 29.228 4,000 36,000 1,800 37800 71,028 
+. See 548 1,440 37,228 4,000 36,000 1,800 
November «0.0... 26 5 37,875 8.400 1,800 48.075 5,000 45,000 2250 ©47'250 100325 
serdgs -eeces Pe e4 32,448 7,680 1,440 41,568 4.000 36,000 '80 
ee 1,800 37800 83368 
PUES arse a sah c eds 32 5 43,560 10,200 1,800 55,5 
, . ; 55,560 5,000 45, i) 250 
February Seana eas ci 32 4 34,848 8,160 1,440 44.448 4.000 36.000 ae 37900 06.248 
March .eeeseeeeeee 32 4 34,848 8.160 1,440 44.448 4,000 36,000 1800 37800 86248 
Apri. seeeeeeee ccs ees, 32 4 34,848 8.160 1,440 44.448 4.000 36,000 1,800 37,800 86.248 
June SS ga 2 Saas TRH} HBO SIO Soo aB00 iso aso paseo 
’ A ; , 36,000 1,800 37,800 88,608 
Dee cok cca ee UN $398,564 97,200 $468 
Plus 15% agency commission. . , iad ee sx aire co $23,400 $491,400 aha ies 
Less 1212% (52 times).......... —49,820 — es ee 
Grand total gross.......... $348,744 $97,200 $18,720 $464 000 $538,200 $26.9 
* WNBT New York rehearsal time estimated at $1.000 ine om ne PP, SAA. ARR 
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Talent Unions, Guilds Still Trying 
~ ToEstablish Foothold in TV Medium 


guilds, 


The talent unions and 
like the rest of show business and 
even the television industry itself, 
unprepared for TV, are still trying 
to adjust themselves to the rapid- 


ly developing situation. In the 
talent field, too, nobody knows 
what the future holds or what 


steps should be taken to protect 
the interests of writers, actors, 
singers, dancers, announcers, direc- 
ters, etc. 

Authors, perhaps more than any 
other group, have been caught 
flat-footed by the emergence of 
tele. It’s anyone’s guess how many 
thousand short stories,novels, plays, 
dramatic and comedy sketches, ra- 
dio scripts, film scenarios and so 
on that have been sold outright 
over a period of years. Whatever 
the amount, there is obviously a 
vast library of available story ma- 
terial on which the author no long- 
er holds title, much of it adaptable 
for video. That is doubtless par- 
ticularly true in the film and 
yadio fields, where outright pur- 
chase of written material has long 
been general practice. It is prob- 
ably less true of the dramatic and 
literary fields. 

For the immediate future, the 
Authors League of America and its 
subordinate Dramatists Guild, Au- 
thors Guild, Screen Writers Guild 
and Radio Writers Guild, which in- 
clude virtually all established writ- 
ers in the country, are merely try- 
ing to stop the outright sale of all 
written material to tele (and, as an 
ultimate goal, to all media). What 
permanent steps will be taken to 
deal with the situation is unpre- 
dictable. But as a temporary step 
the League has formed a television 
committee to study the problem 
and work out a method of meet- 

(Continued on page 36) 


30% of Chis TV 
_ Sets Off in Aft. 


; Chicago, July 20. 

Half of all television receivers 
here not in use during the after- 
noon, according to a recent survey 
conducted during telecasts of Chi- 
cago Cubs games. Survey, based 
on 931 tavern calls and 493 home 
calls, reveals that only 721, or 
50.6°°0 of sets were in use. View- 
ers totaled 6,533, Or an average of 
9.065%. 

It's pointed out that without 

baseball fare and with less em- 
phasis on tavern calls the survey 
would have disclosed an even 
higher percentage of sets not in 
use. As it was, only 26.7% of 
home sets were tuned in, with 
average viewers per set down to 
2.6. Slightly more than 70% of 
tavern sets were in use, with an 
average of 9.89 viewers per set. 
_ Survey, conducted by WBKB re- 
searches, also disclosed that of all 
sets in use, 69.3% were turned. to 
WBKB and only 30.7% to its rival, 
WGN-TV. 


DuMont Shifts ‘Court’ To 
Avoid Texaco Competition 


In one of the first instances on 
record of a television show being 
moved from one time to another to 
escape competition, the. DuMont 
network this week shifted its 
Court of Current Issues” from the 
8 to 9 p.m. slot Tuesdays to the 
Monday night 9:30 to 10:30 spot. 
Move was admittedly made beeause 
of the inroads cut in the audience 
of “Court” by NBC’s “Texaco 
Star Theatre,” aired-in the same 
Tuesday night segment. 

Switch was an easy one for Du- 
Mont to make since “Court” is a 
Sustainer. Because the show is one 
of the few regularly-scheduled 
Public service programs now on 
the air, however, DuMont officials 
believed it deserved a better break 
than to be spotted opposite the 
talent-laden Texaco show. DuMont 
Consequently has scheduled a film 
program for the Tuesday night 
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Still Plenty Of 
Give-and-Take In 
Frisco TV Bidding 


Washington, July 20. 

Participants in the recent San 
Francisco television channel hear- 
ings still have their lawyers busy 
filing briefs with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 

Television Calitornia, Ed Pau- 
ley’s tele hope, has again asked 
leave to appear in_the reallocation 
and redistribution of channels hear- 
ing. Pauley wants to back Radio Di- 
ablo in protesting assignment of 
channel 12 to Stockton. Radio Di- 
ablo wants the channel for a rural 
station and Tele Calif. thinks Stock- 
ton would interfere with the chan- 
nel it wants in Frisco. 

FCC refused Tele Calif’s appear- 
ance on the grounds it was for it- 
self rather than in support of Ra- 
dio Diablo it wanted to appear. 

Judge Sam Rosenman, on behalf 
of CBS, has asked FCC to disre- 
gard 20th-Fox’s petition to amend 
its original exhibit to include plans 
for an auxiliary studio in Oakland. 
Rosenman contends that 20th made 
no mention of the Oakland studio 
until a day before the close of the 
SF hearings. He said the way the 
five participants changed their esti- 
mated construction and operating 
costs, as well as facilities costs, 
caused the hearing “to degenerate 
into an auction.” 

Rosenman said the Commission 
would “defeat the major purpose 
of the 20-day rule to provide com- 
peting applicants with advance no- 
tice of competition they will meet,” 
if they grant 20th’s petition to 
amend. 


a... 9 
Set ‘Town Meeting 
Duplication for TV 

ABC’s hour-long “Town Meet- 
ing’ will be . simultaneously tele- 
vised over the web’s TV outlets 
starting in early October. Program, 
which is a co-op AM show, also will 
be offered for cooperative sponsor- 
ship on video. 

Net execs said a bankroller for 
the WJZ-TV (N.Y.) airing is ex- 
pected to be signed by the end of 
the week. AM version of the 
George V. Denny, Jr.-moderated 
forum is sponsored on WJZ by the 
Modern Industriai Bank of N. Y. 


Program will be fed live to east- 
ern TV affiliates and probably will 














‘be filmed for air-express to un- 


linked affiliates. 

Deal puts somewhat of a crimp 
in “Town Meeting’s” custom of 
swinging around the country for a 
portion of each year, but the 
program is expected to travel oc- 
casionally to points from which 
TV pickups are possible. 

It’s ABC’s first project in regu- 
lar simultaneous AM-TV program- 
ming. 
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Hollywood, July 20. 
In the not too dim future home 
tele viewers may have their vision 
|crossed with a title line reading, 
“Procter & Gamble Presents . 


Then will unfold the picture's title | 
and credits followed by the open- . 


ing illistrative spiel on a bar of 
soap or a box of chips. 

All this may be a year or so dis- 
tant but that it’s in the making 
was amply evidenced last 


Hollywood last week to study pic- 


| being. offered by indies producing 
for TV. 

Soap and commission men filed 
into Consolidated laboratories for 
a rundown of all there is to know 
about picture-making. Called in 
were artisans from the picture 
plants to explain every step of 
production from the planned pro- 
duction down to the last cutting. 
P & G execs seemed more in- 
terested in cost sheets than the 
technical data and every element 
of picture making was scanned for 
price and quality. 

It was evident from the quotes 
loosely bandied that P & G is more 
intent on making its own pictures 
than buying the finished product. 
One of the Cincinnatians dropped 
the remark that “we may have to 
sub-contract.” This implied a 
similar setup te that now ay me 
ing between NBC and Jerry Fair- 
banks, in which the latter is mak- 
ing a series of films for the net- 
work under the latter’s supervisory 
direction. Understood there were 
preliminary talks with indie pro- 
ducers, who were asked about stu- 
dio facilities to meet the volume. 
demands of P & G. No commit- 
ments were made, the statement 
being volunteered that only studies 
(a P & G fetish) were being pur- 
sued on this trip. 

Viewed were many completed 
pictures now in the open market 
but this phase of the study was 
more to draw comparisons than the 
initiations of any possible buys. 
The poser seemed to be, “can we 
make better pictures at lower cost 
than what is being offered?” 


P & G, it was indicated, won't 
be ready for tele for another year 
but when the soapmaker does take 
the plunge it will be with a budget 
running well into seven figures. 
Daytime soap operas will be the 
last to flop over to  sight-and- 
sound, it is agreed, because of the 
mobility of its listeners. That the 
dip into tele will first affect the 
nighttime shows was indicated by 
the presence of Gil Ralston, P & G 


—- 


Others participating in the pre- 
liminary surveys were A. L. Hal- 
verstadt, ad chief of P & G; Rob- 
ert Holbrook, prexy of Compton; 
William Ramsey, radio head of 


of Compton, and Floyd Holm, 
agency’s Coast head. Dick Comp- 
ton came up from his retreat at 
Rancho Santa Fe down the coast 
but it was more social than busi- 
;ness. He has been in practical 
‘retirement but his health has so 
| improved that likely he'll return 
to actual participation in the 
agency's affairs. 


WGN-TV Revamps Policy 
To Check Red Ink Flow 


Chicago, July 20. 


WGN-TV policy of accepting 
only public service spots has been 
‘scuttled as part of the station's re- 
cent drive to cut down the flow of 
ired ink. Rates announced this 
/week are $741 for 13 live one- 
‘minute spots and $617.50 for 13 
one-minute film spots. Singles are 
$60 live and $50 film. 

Ban on non-public service spots 
has cost the station plenty in Jost 
jrevenue since its teeoff in April. 
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week | 
when a passel of P & G toppers, | 
flanked by the high command of | 
the Compton agency, converged on | 


ture costs, step by step, and make | 
comparisons with finished product | 


topper for the after-dark programs. 


P & G; Louis Titterton, radio boss 
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Guys Who Know 
The ‘CBS Way’ In 
Key TV Sales Spot 


CBS has recruited for its tele- 
vision sales staff a major portion 
of what it considers to be the cream 
of its sales crop in the network’s 
owned-and-operated stations. The 
web’s plan is to make this sales 


in the business, bunching together 
/men of long training and experi- 
lence within the CBS organization, 
instead of assigning to the staff 
comparative newcomers and letting 
them gradually acquire the “CBS 
way.” 

Each of the salesmen on this 
\video staff has been an executive 


‘in some CBS station operation. For 


instance, Maurice Mitchell, comes 
direct from the post of general 
manager of WTOP, Washington. 
Kingsley Horton’s previous CBS 
connection was as asst. gen. mgr. 
of WEEI, Boston, while Tom Daw- 
son, another TV sales designee, 
held the sales managership of 
WCCO, Minneapolis. All of these 
are being replaced from the ranks 
of the stations from which they’ve 
departed. 

It all follows a policy which CBS 
adopted a couple of years ago of 
decentralizing its O & O operations 
‘so that each station would be an 
entity in the development of per- 
‘sonnel. Also of furthering this 
j;development by promoting such 
\“local talent” to network jobs 
| whenever such spots became avail- 
| able. 


A. C. Tele Hearing Opens 


Atlantie City, N. J.. July 20. 
Hearings to determine who will 
‘be granted the one permit avail- 
‘able for a television station in the 
iresort opened here _ yesterday 
|(Mon.) before Hugh B. Hutchinson, 
i\FCC examiner, with George 
Hamid, operator of both Steel and 
the Million Dollar piers as the first 
| witness. 
| Hamid appeared for Neptune 
| Broadcasting Corp., operators of 
| WFPG, one of the applicants, and 
,said that arrangements had been 
tentatively completed for the use 
.of one of Steel pier’s four theatres 
‘as a television studio should the 
|permit be granted. 

Those seeking the permit be- 
|sides Neptune are: Press-Union 
|Publishing Co., owners and opera- 
|tors of WBAB and WBAB-FM; the 
| Atlantic City Television Broadcast- 








ing Co., owned by the Claridge 
| Hotei Co., and Phileo Corp., and 
ithe Atlantic City World, Inc. 


Buff Tele’s Legiter 


Buffalo, July 20. 

WBEN-TV televised complete 
performance of the “Suds in Your 
Eye” legiter at the Grand Island 
| Playhouse strawhatter. 
| An atmospheric film prolog pre- 
‘ceded the performance showing 
rehearsals and seenic construction 
ifor the production. 








setup, from the start, the strongest . 


oT 1-FIeII Ar Lash TV Market for Scripters 
With Four Top Dramatic Series 


> Lush new market anticipated for 
writers when television opened up 
is already shaping in the indus- 
try, with at least four top-drawer 
dramatic series scheduled for air- 
ing in N.Y. during the coming fall 
and winter. While these will rely 
mostly on adaptations of old plays 
and stories, producers declared 
they'd also be on the lookout for 
new scripts penned especially for 
TV. 

Newest of the scheduled series 
is a 52-week group of shows sched- 
uled by World Video, Inc., in asso- 
ciation with Actors’ Studio, Ine. 
Scripts from these programs are 
to be adapted from one-act plays 
and short stories selected by John 
Steinbeck, one of the WV veepee. 
Also scheduled for airing, is a 
new series on the NBC web spon- 
sored by Chevrolet, plus NBC’s 
Theatre Guild Shows and the Kraft 
Television Theatre. In addition, 
CBS, ABC and WPIX (N.Y. Daily 
News), plan dramatic shows once 
they get their new studios in full 
operation. 

WV-Actors’ Studio series will 
follow the lead of NBC and the 
Guild in attempting to develop new 
dramatic techniques for TV.  Di- 
rectors of the Studio include Elia 
Kazan and Cheryl Crawford and 
the group will be able to draw for 
talent on approximately 50 actors, 
including such Broadway names as 
David Wayne, Marlon Brando and 
Kim Hunter. Burgess Meredith is 
to narrate the audition show and 
all succeeding programs. 

WV plans to put the shows on 
film in order to provide the spon- 
sor picking up their tab to get the 
widest possible coverage. Audition 

(Continued on page 36) 


Drug Retailers 





A deal is under way for the Wal- 
green and Cunningham drugstore 
chains to join the Whelan group in 
a sponsorship pool of the “Charade 
Quiz’ program through the Du- 
Mont telecast inierests. Under 
the proposed arrangement the 
three retailers would divvy up the 
show’s initial cost and spot film- 
transcribed versions of the pro- 
gram in markets where the respeec- 
tive chains operate. Whelan al- 
ready supports the quiz on WABD, 
DuMont, N.Y. flagship. 

The stations which are being 
considered for the tele transcrip- 
tion project are WFIL-TV, Phila- 
delphia, WTTG, Washington; 
WMAR, Baltimore; WNAC, Bos- 
ton, and WEWS, Cleveland. Du- 
Mont has a_ film-transcription 
booking arrangement with each of 
these stations. In such instances 
the web collects 30°) of the card 
rate and furnishes the film gratis. 


Lasker’s $1,220,000 
5-Station TV Budget 


Edward Lasker, associate of Wal- 
ter Wanger and Hal Roach, is 
planning to spend $1,220,000 on 
tele stations in five cities where he 
has asked FCC for channels. Las- 
ker reported his existing capital 
to be $3,939,304.33. 

Here’s a breakdown of what he 
expects to spend in each city: Fres- 





no, Calif., $288,991.28; Denver, 
$208,747.53; Seattle, $288,991.28; 
Portland, $225,337.07; and Salt 


Lake City, $208,747.53. 


Ted Collins’ Reversal 


Boston, July 20. 
In a sharp switch from his for- 
mer thumbs-down attitude on tele- 
vising sports events, Ted Collins 
has agreed to permit tele pickups 
of all home games of the Boston 
Yanks’ pro football team next fall 
by WNAC-TY, local tele outfit. 
Collins emphasized that the deal 
‘is for the 1948 season only, since 
‘he still wants to determine what 
‘effect TV will have on his gate 
| receipts. 
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ers, most of whom also have an- 
nouncer chores on soap operas 
and other shows, and whiie the 
total sums they pocket are known 
only to the income-tax collector, 
it’s obvious—aad in some cases 
admitted—that a handful of the 
star emcees are accounting for 
from $60,000 to more than $100,- 
000 apiece in annual income. 
Conflicting Broadcast Times 
Time schedules are the emcees’ 
major enemy. Where they some- 
times have time to do additional 
shows and are in demand for | 
them, conflicting rehearsal and 
broadcast times interfere. The 
giveaway boom has created a de- 
mand for topnotch emcees which 





Stop the Hiatus! 


Speidel jewelry plugs aren't 
being heard now on the 8:30 
segment of “Stop the Music” 
because the outfit, in signing 
with ABC, wanted a nine-week 
hiatus from June 27 to Sept. 5, 
then 52 weeks on the show 
through Aug. 28, 1949. 

But Monday (19), Speidel 
changed its mind and decided 
to get back into the act. The 
plugs will be resumed, follow- 
ing a five-week absence, on 
Aug. 8. 





programmers are finding hard to 
fill. “There’s a market in New 
York for not one, but several 
more really good emcees,” says 
Charles Harrell, eastern program 
manager of ABC — who should 
know, having been on the prep- 
ping end of one giveaway after 
another iateiy. : 
Actors In the Act, Teo 

While a great many of the 
emcees have come from announcer 
ranks, a few actors are finding it 


Giveaway Craze 


Continued from page 25 





(Bud) Collyer, who, in addition to 
his longtime roles in “Superman” 
and “Road of Life,” currently has 
emceeing chores in eight give- 
aways per week. 


work of waiting until Henry Wal- 
lace accepts the Third Party nom- 
ination, then wrap all three nomi- 
nees’ speeches into an “I Accept” 
documentary, which would give 
listeners a chance to stack the 
various parties’ claims and prom- 
ises against one another. No 
definite plans, though. 

It was disclosed, incidentaliy, by 
Clark Gifford, one of Truman’s 





'(ABC), “Break the Bank’ (ABC), | 


| Shoppin’” (WCBS and WCBS-TYV), 





On the N. Y. seene, where the | top advisers, that television was a | 
giveaway emceeing harvest is the | definite factor in the President's | 
heaviest, these are some of the | Cocisen a opt vem eee 
i = 6 ., | address almost entirely from notes. 
toe Gt Mere Shows | Wis tae Gelel emckdive bas dis- 
|covered in recent weeks that his | 
delivery is much more effective 

“Can : 1 ., | extemporaneously than when he 
Take” (CBS). “Missus Goes : | Gifford said that Truman had been 

; | watching both GOP and Demo con- | 

| vention speakers carefully on the 


Go for a House se ake al” | White House TV set and had noted 

Bil Gee T: aerage! b. : 7, | how much effect was lost, particu- 
(CBS), “Give & Take” (with King), | jariy on the tele audience, when a | 
Hit the Jackpot as (CBS), “Nora | speaker had his eyes lowered most | 
Drake” a Crime Photog- of the time reading his talk | 
rapher” ( | T ressed ent was 

Clayten Collyer — Break the sohacaie anes = AE agy in for | 
Bank” (with Parks), “Three for | <ome heavy practice in off-the-cuff | 
the Money” (Mutual), “Winner | speaking 
Take All” (CBS-TV), “On Your | / 
Mark” (WOR), “Road of Life” | 
(NBC) and “Superman” (Mutual). | 

Jack Barry—‘“Daily Dilemmas” | 


(WOR), “Life Begins at 80” | Top Hoopers 


(Mutual) and “You Can Lose Your |Loss Continued from page 27 


spielers 
weekly: 
Bert Parks—“Stop the Music” 


' 
| 
| 


























From The Production Centers 


—$——————aes Continusd from page 26 


Sun-Times vets ed; preemed “G. I. Notebook” on WCFL Sunday (17) 
_...Harry Fleer, heard on local kilocycles in 1935-37, is back in town 
as a principal in “High Button Shoes”....Blue made its debut on lily- 
white tele screens here last week via the badinage of a disk jockey 














who’s' noted for racy ad libs....Newcomers to WTMJ-TV include Al 


Beaumonty director, Joe Fox, artist, and Art Uhlman, newsreel fotog 

“Bringing Up Parents,” Cliff Johnson’s new Saturday airer, orig- 
inates in the living room of his suburban home, where he sounds out 
small fry on the question of what’s the matter with mom and pop?.... 
Tele set count in the Chi metropolitan area now past 27,000. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Washington correspondenis Paul Ward of the Baltimore Sun, Pulitzer 
Prize winner Nat Finney of the Cowles Bureau, and Lyle Wilson, UP 
Bureau chief, will pinchhit for editor-in-chief Ray Henle as guest com- 


| mentators on NBC’s Sunoco 3-Star Extra during latter’s vacation.... 


John Gaunt, program manager of WNBW, local tele outlet for NBC, 
off to join production staff of web’s tele setup in Hollywood. Charles 
Kelly, ex-staff producer for WNBW, steps in to take Gaunt’s place.... 
Hazel Kenyon Markel, WTOP’s Director of Public Service, copped an 
award for her “D. C. Dateline” interview of Secy. of Treasury John 
Snyder, which was named “outstanding radio program” of the current 
bond drive....WBUZ-FM, Bradbury Heights, Md., station, currently 
making mid-city street pitch for the District’s Junior Police and Citi- 
zens’ Corps fund raising campaign....Lansing Lindquist, ex of WSYR, 
Syracuse, named program manager of WOL-Mutual. Lindquist did a 


| post-war stint as radio and communications officer on Gen. Mac- 
| Arthur’s staff in Tokyo....Larry Frommer, WOL producer-writer, 
picked by National Conference of Christians and Jews to serve on local 
| committee for Religious Book Week....WWDC now airing a new daily 


10-minute musical show, featuring new releases and predictions on 


Shirt” (WNEW). 

Johnny Olsen—“Johnny Olsen’s | 
Rumpus Room” (WJZ), “Get Rich | 
Quick” (ABC); until lately did 
“Movie Matinee” (Mutual) and 
“It's in the Bag” (WINS). 

Bob Shepard—‘“Take a Number” 
(Mutual) and “Talent Jackpot” 
(Mutual). 

John K. M. McCaffrey—“What | 
Makes You Tick’ (Mutual), ‘“Au- 
thor Meets the Critics” (NBC) and 
“Room 416” (WNBC). 

BHI Slater — “20 Questions” 
(Mutual), “Luncheon at Sardi’s” 
(WOR and Mutual), “Tele Char- 
ades” (WABD). 

Tiny Ruffner — “Ladies Man” 
(WOR) and “Better Half’ (WOR, 
soon on Mutual). 





possible to turn the giveaway 
curse into a golden blessing. One 
of the most conspicious is Clayton 





- 





Truman 


























C. Nielsen’s audimeter measure- 


Continued from page 25 


is, he probably lost virtually all 
of his tele audience (it being con- 
fined to the eastern time zone), and 
most of his radio audience except 
in the west. 


Any accurate indication of the 
percentage of dialers still at their 
radios when Truman finally took 
to the air won’t be known until A. 


ment tapes are collected and tahu- 
lated, in a month or so. And Niel- 
sen may not release the informa- 
tion publicly. C.._E. Hooper’s in- 
terviewers checked listening from 
7 to 10 p.m. Wednesday and had 
instructions to resume phoning if 
Truman came op before 11:15. 
When he didn’t, thev closed up 
shop for the night. 

As far as is known, no check was 
made by any survey agency of the 
tele sets still flickering at 2 a.m. 
But it’s probable that, aside from 
those in bars, only a small percen- 
tage were still on. 

Since so few people heard the 
speech, the possibility was con- 
sidered in some quarters of re- 
broadcasting it. The webs have it 
on tape. That, though, would spark 
an immediate demand from the 
GOP’s that Gov. Thomas E. Dew- 
ey’s acceptance address also be 
re-aired. 

Idea is being mulled by one net- 




















Zale-Graziano fight, its 22.3 ex- | 
ceeded only by Lux Theatre’s 27.1. | 
TOP HOOPER SHOWS 


(July 1-7) 

Walter Winchell.............. 12.0 
Stop the Music (8:45)......... 9.9 
ee Be OD Billacs «6:00:04... 6 8.8 
: SRV re 8.4 
_ Fe & TS eee 8.2 
DN i see s.aemee 8.1 
Stop the Music (8 p.m.)....... ci 

cy Se oS | rr 7.9 
Crime Photographer ......... 7.4 
es kk aw eee 6.9 
CN i on x bs ds doe ome 6.8 
ee re a a 6.8 
ee reer a 6.8 
orn hain 5 cp cttw 08 6.8 
EE hs ss as ba 9 6 46's 6.6 
| Rei rie re 6.6 
oe de oe ee 6.6 

TOP NIELSEN SHOWS 
(June 6-12) 

oe re ree 5 
eee ee eee 22.3 
ee es EO kk cece sees 19.4 
CM de ots 18.5 
og SRP 18.2 
Es sso a code so es 16.7 
Walter Winchell.............. 16.1 
POOP CER rs 16.0 
EEE, osc acs be sony 0s 15.8 
ET cee b nas cheeses: + Pe 
EE nn wh bO-b'n 3 0-00,6.06 6% 14.9 
a a ee ow de abi b ik 14.9 
EE 0-45 6s} nanos 02 ope 14.5 
<>) ae SN err 14.1 
FO AR ag inns bei ae ae gree 14.0 
Inner Sanctum .............. 13.8 
RN SE eet ede hss 0d 13.6 
> Go 1. GPR RPS ees 13.6 
MN TN Ew cet ees cect eee, 13.5 











Texas 


‘___ ~ontinued from page 26 


ings if they’ allow speakers to 
broadcast anything libelous. 

Ex-Gov. W. P. Hobby and Ovetta 
Culp Hobby, prez and exec v.p. 
respectively of the Post, are in 
agreement with the FCC policy. 
Post’s petition to the court states: 
“It has always been and is at the 
present time and will continue to 
be’ the philosophy of the plaintiff 
that the facilities of radio station 
KPRC should be available to any 
legally qualified candidate for pub- 
lic office and any such candidate 
should have the untrammeled right 
of freedom of speech in radio 
broadcasting and should have the 
unqualified right and privilege of 
making any statement over the ra- 
dio which said candidate could 
make to any audience physically 
present.” 

KPRC contends that certain can- 
didates in the Demo primaries, now 
campaigning, have notified the sta- 
tion that they intend to make cer- 
tain statements over the air which, 
unless proved true, would be li- 
belous. Station hence feels it’s on 
the spot, pointing out that, to com- 
ply with Texas laws, it must edit 
speeches in violation of the FCC’s 
ruling. 

Station has current contracts for 
15 different political broadcasts by 
candidates, according to general 
manager Jack Harris. 

Suit was filed before Federal 
District Judge T. M. Kennerly. 
Technically, the defendants are 
the U. S. and the FCC. Action re- 
quests that Judge Kennerly set 
aside and cere ruling and himself 





upswing of new tunes. 














———— (Continued from page 25 


payroll expenses will meet the re- 
quired cuts, which are said to 
range from 5 to 10%. It’s pretty 
certain, however, that any sched- 
uled pay raises are out the win- 
dow. 

While the web’s billings for the 
first six months are up 10.6%, 
biggest gain for any of the nets, 
ABC, like CBS, has to _ ear- 
mark a heavy chunk o f rev- 
enue to get into the TV race 
fast. (Talk in the trade is that 
CBS prexy William S. Paley 
ordered a $1,000,000 cut in that 
net’s expenses.) ABC, with five 
owned and operated tele stations 
a-building, reportedly expects its 
TV outlay for the fiscal year to 
reach around $9,000,000. 

Thus far, no word of budget par- 
ing at billings-heavy NBC. And 
Mutual execs, perhaps with fingers 
crossed, also deny any immediate 
expectations of retrenchment. 


L tere | 


standard broadcast stations. Harry 
met the specifications of good pro- 
gramming. 

The Mansfield and Lorain Jour- 
nals had requested that the record 
in the AM proceeding be reopened 
to introduce evidence concerning 
the financial qualifications of 
Harry. However, this also was de- 
nied, as FCC said FM hearings had 
established Harry as financially 
qualified. 

Commissioner Robert F. Jones, 
former Congressman from Ohio, 
and Commissioner George Sterling 
dissented. Commissioners Frieda B. 
Hennock and Edward Webster did 
not participate. 

Dissent was against labeling the 
two newspapers as being unfair in 
their advertising policies. The two 
commissioners said the newspapers 
had merely engaged “in 
competitive practices.” 














_ Topeka — Station WREN put 
its freqyency modulated affiliate, 
WREN-FM, on the air here last 
week. Verl Bratton, general man- 
ager, said WREN-FM will operate 
full time, and many ABC net shows 
heard on WREN will also be heard 
on the FM outlet. Pro 


and production will be handled by 


Fred Conger. 





Not So Funny 


Akron, July 20. 
The giveaway craze is causing 
lots of resentment in this area, be- 


cause pranksters, supposedly rep- 
resenting radio shows, are tele- 
phoning people and offering phony 
prizes. 

Latest one is a young woman 
who calls, claiming to be from the 
“Master Quiz Show,” which gives 
$500 for each correctly answered 
query. When asked what station 
she represents, she says, “Oh, we 
aren’t on the air because we 
haven't got a sponsor!” 

















ae from the. French Quarter to 
the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners, 
From daily association with time-honored 
New Orleans institutions WDSU has 
developed a high quality of integrity, 
WODSU devotes program time 
and exclusively to the Se. Louis Ca 
the International House, Moisant Inter 
national Airport, Tulane University, ~ 
Union Station, the Municipal Audicori 
Symphonics and Operas, 














‘WDSU’s dominate Hoop- 
erating proves that hon- 
oring local institutions 
creates high listeace 


NEW 
ots WED 


SU. 
Affiliate 
1280 ke Lond 


JONM BLAIR & CO, Representative 


2 APARTMENTS 


For Recording-Radio or Entertain- 
meat Kxecutives—Midtown 
3 ROOMS $165 


4 ROOMS $250 (2 Baths) 


Phone After 3 P.M. 
BUckminster 4-6630 





















Now Available 
TV TROUBLE SHOOTER 
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Boston B’casters’ 


Radio Execs Club 


Boston, July 20. 

Through the efforts of Nona 
Kirby, regional sales manager of 
WLAW, a Radio Executives Club, 
modeled after the New York club, 
is being formed in Hub. 

Teeoff luncheon held last week 
(15) at Hotel Touraine brought out 


over 60 enthusiastic prospective | 





ST. LOO BUS RIDERS TO 
GET NEWS, MUSIC ON FM 


St. Louis, July 20. 

Execs of the St. Louis Publie 
Service Co., operator of all pub- 
lic busses in St. Louis are plan- 
ning the equipment of 20 of the 
machines with FM receivers and 
loud speakers to supply the cus- 
tomers with music and news. A 
deal was made last week with 


| C. L. Thomas, gen. mgr. of the St. 
| Louis Star-Times Radio Properties, 


owner and operator of KXOK for 


| the test which will begin Aug. 4. 


members, with actual membership | 
expected to be well over #50 at end | 


of vacation season. While not much 
actual business could be done at 
first meeting, a committee of six 


was selected to draft bylaws to be | 


acted upon when club actually gets 
going. 

Members elected to the commit- 
tee are Nona Kirby, WLAW; Wil- 
liam McGrath, WHDH; William 
Swartiey, WBZ; Harold Fellows, 
WEEI; and Edward Shea and Jan 
Gilbert, agency men. Actual busi- 
ness meeting is tentatively skedded 
for third week in September. 





WNYC Does On-the-Spot 


Job on N.Y. Port Hearing | 


WNYC, N. Y., knocked off its 
regular programming Monday (19) 
to do another on-the-spot public 
service job like the one it did on 
the city’s subway. hearings some 
months ago. 

Seymour Siegel, station director, 
took the municipal indie’s _mikes 
to the Board of Estimates’ hearing 
on proposals to improve the Port 
of N. Y., putting the proceedings 
on the ether at 10:30 a.m. for the 
run of the session. 

Station snagged considerable ac- 
claim locally for its subway-fare 
fight coverage. 





Betty Powell to Humphrey 


Betty Powell has joined the 
H. B. Humphrey agency as time 
buyer of network and spot. 

She was formerly with Biow 
and BBD & O. 





During a 10-day test 20 busses 
will operate on a rotating basis on 
various city streets and an indie 
survey organization will measure 
the degree of public acceptance. It 
is on the basis of the survey that 


a decision will be made to deter- | 


mine whether radio equipment will 


the company’s busses. 





In Cincy, Too 
Cincinnati, March 20. 
Servicing of music and news pro- 
grams by WCTS, FM station of 
WKRC, local CBS link, to 100 
busses and trolley coaches of the 
Green Line, which links Northern 
Kentucky with Cincy, was started 
last week and will be extended 
early next month to 300 vehicles of 
the Cincinnati Street Railway Co. 
on the Ohio side of the Ohio river. 
On the inaugural broadcast, Hul- 
bert Taft, Jr., veepee of WCTS and 
WKRC, haled the event as a na- 
tional first and opined that the 
service will soon be provided in 
many cities. 


10% Hike for WCOP 
Gabbers in AFRA Pact 


Boston, July 20. 

The American Federation of 
Radio Artists has signed a renewal 
of its staff contract with WCOP, 
local ABC outlet. The pact gives 
announcers a raise of approximate- 
ly 10% and contains.a clause speci- 
fying that actor and singer pay 
must be raised to conform with 
any general increase in the local 
scale. 

New pact continues union-shop 
rule at the station. 





‘Gulf Ordered to Pay 
| Social Security Taxes 
| For ‘People’ Freelancers 


Attempt of Gulf oil to avoid so- 
|Cial security payments for free- 
‘lance performers on its “We, the 
|People” radio series was outlawed 
/yesterday (Tues.) by the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue. Sponsor was 
ordered to pay to the Government 





money it originally deducted from | 


talent fees and later refunded to 
the artists. 

Company had claimed that free- 
lance performers on the program 


ishould be classified as “inde- 
pendent contractors” and thus not 
eligible for social security. Treas- 


ury Department ruled that such 
talent rate as “employees” for the 
purposes of social security. 


and other show business circles, as 


| possibly setting a sweeping prece- 
| dent. 


The law firm of Jaffe & 
Jaffe, attorneys for the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, ap- 
peaied Guii’s action to the Tredas- 


CBS, RCA Revenues 


Washington, July 20. 

SEC issued a list of corporation 
earning statistics today (Tues.) 
showing a drop in overall revenue 
for RCA (including NBC) and CBS 
during the first quarter of 1948 as 
compared with the final three 
months of 1947. 

CBS’ income from net time sales 
“and/or operating revenues” was 
$18,677,000 for the opening quarter 
of this year, compared with $19,- 
596,000 for the last quarter of °47 
and $19,529,000 for the first quar- 
ter of last year. 

RCA’s take (with no breakdown 
shown for NBC) was $87,895,000, 
compared with $88,754,000 for the 
final *47 quarter. It was a gain, 
however, over the first quarter of 
47 figure of $47,465,000. 








Syracuse—The Syracuse Herald- 
Journal and Herald - American 
(Sun.) have launched a radio col- 
umn, “Good Listening,” edited by 
Thomas (Bud) Coolican. It is first 
air notes and comment space to be 





carried in over a decade. 


Case | 
be installed in more than 1000 of | has been closely followed in radio 





Washington, July 20. 
Federal 


The 


| 


‘mobile radio services caused a 
| flurry from two different directions 
last week. 

American Newspaper Publishers 
Assn., Associated Press, New York 


Mirror and others sent in peti- 
tions Thursday (15) asking if the 
four wavelengths in the 152-162 
megacycle channels formerly al- 
located to press are still earmarked 
for press. 

| The next day the NAB issued a 
| letter to FCC opposing deletion of 
| present 152-162 and supporting as- 
|signment of 26 and 450-460 mega- 
leycle channels for remote pickup 
| broadcast stations. 

| NAB requested an informal 
| hearing on the matter and par- 
ticularly stated: “It is only the 
| sharing of these channels with the 
|mobile press that is impractical, 
|for they have their greatest value 
‘and both radio and press need 
ithem simultaneously whenever 
|emergencies or events of public im- 
| portance occur.” 

However, NAB pointed out that 
sharing frequencies for remote 
pickups with the geophysical and 
motion picture services has been 
proven practical, and there is no 
objection: to such sharing. 


for cue work, broadcasters told 
NAB, but not for reliable broad- 
cast purposes. 

NAB asked channels in the 450 
band be allocated to permit their 
development for specialized appli- 
cations, and to accommodate some 
of the needs of the multiplied AM, 
FM and tele licensees. Also if 
this band were allocated manufac- 
turers would experiment with 
equipment, NAB said. 

The Petitions from newspapers 
and NAB were unrelated, but 
chanced to be timed almost simul- 
taneously. 

Under the recent FCC ruling 

omnes 





Communications 
|Commission’s recent rejuggiing of 


The 26 megacycle band is useful’ 


Press Demands Right to Mobile DX 
Bands; NAB Wants Channel Hearing 


motion pictures are not directly 
mentioned. However, FCC experts 
interpreted the order to mean that 
| pix would have more frequencies 
for location crew to studio trans- 
| mission under the “rural” clause. 








| 
é 


Honeymoon’s’ Rotating 
Emcee Formula on ABC 


Bert Parks’ emcee chores with 
| ABC’s “Stop the Music,”, now that 
the show is playing theatre dates, 
are tying him down so much that 
the web has been forced reluctantly 
to pull him off its new cross-the- 
beard “Seccnd Honeymoon,” al- 
though he ean still work in time for 
Friday night’s “Break the Bank.” 
Caught for a cinch choice to fill 
the “Honeymoon” spot, the web’s 
programmers decided to rotate the 
assignment. First to get a week's 
whirl at the stint is Durward 
Kirby, who formerly m.c.’ed NBC’s 
“Honeymoon in N. -Y.” and at an- 
other time was on ABC’s “Club 
Matinee.” Johnny Olsen, initially 
ticketed for “Honeymoon,” was 
yanked at the last moment under 
pressure from Quaker Oats because 
of his identification until recently 
with QO’s “Ladies Be Seated.” 


Mutual’s Brace of Sales 


Chicago, July 20. 

Mutual shook off the summer 
doldrums with two sales here last 
week. Brach Candy signed for the 
“Superman” strip, on a small mid- 
west hookup, starting Aug. 30, and 
Wilson Sporting Goods hit the 
dotted line for the All-Star Football 
game at Soldier Field, Chicago, 
Aug. 20. $ 

All-Star game between the Chi é 
Cardinals pro team and the College 
All-Stars will have Harry Wismer 
for the play-by-play and Red 
Grange color. Ewell, 
Thurber & Associates is the agency 
for Wilson; George H. Hartman Co. 
for Brach. 
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testimonial with teeth 


Greater testimonial than this hath no program: 
“The McCanns at Home” radio’s oldest food program, has enjoyed the sponsorship of . .. 










Dugan Brothers for 21 years 
The Hawaiian Pineapple Company for 19 years 


for 


19 years 


The Richmond-Chase Company for 19 years 
The Minnesota Valley Canning Company 


Any sponsor who wants action fast—at a 
delightfully low cost-per-thousand homes 
reached — belongs on the “McCanns at 

. Home”, starring Dora and Alfred McCann 
right from their Yonkers home. Call LOng- 
acre 4-8000 and ask for more facts. 


WOR... 


heard by the most people where the most 
people are 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Mary Mason, a singer, has joined the American Federation of Radio 
Artists, the second member with that name. Newcomer joined in April, 
just before the union passed its new rule prohibiting applicants from 
using the same professional name as performers already in the organi- 
zation. Under the new regulation the applicant must take another 
professional name to be eligible for membership. \ 


The actress Mary Mason has been active in radio for more than 15 
years in New York and Hollywood. She has starred in a sponsored 
series and been featured in Broadway legit and, before coming east, In 
pictures. Actress took the Mason name from her stepfather about 20 
years ago. 





Mary Mason is said to be the singer’s real name, and she was a mem- | 


ber of the American Guild of Variety Artists under it before she 
joined AFRA. However, she could not use it on the legit stage, as 
Actors Equity has a rule against duplication of professional names, and 
Mary Mason, the actress, has been an Equity member for years. 

A third Mary Mason is said to conduct a femme chatter program 
daily over a Washington station. But she is rarely confused with 
either of the two ditto-names in New York. 


- 





Radio as a hypo for baseball game attendance will get the acid test 
in Kansas City the night of the annual KCKN-Blues Radio Apprecia- 
tion Night, August 11. In other seasons these annual one-night pro- 
motions have been helped with ladies night and other stunts to near 
record attendance—to see winning teams. 

This year there wilt be no admission inducements and the Blues 
are far from a winning team, lolling somewhere in the second division, 
usually about seventh place. But KCKN, which broadcasts the game, 
is not taking the situation laying down. Instead of focusing the at- 
tention on the ball club, this year’s emphasis will be directed at the 

- man who spiels the games and is winning over’a good many listeners 
in Kansas City. Hence, the night is to be known,as “Larry Ray Night,” 
and ceremonies of the evening will feature presentation of several 
gifts to Ray at home plate before game time. Landon Laird, Kansas 
City columnist and sports enthusiast, has agreed in m.c. the deal. 

Wilis Attebury, KCKN commercial manager who is handling the pro- 
motion, is taking this pitch to give radio virtually full sway to test 
its pulling power for that night. 





tadio Writers Guild is opening its ranks to would-be scripters. Max 
Wylie, chairman of RWG’s membership committee, disclosed this week 
that anyones interested in breaking into broadcast writing may now 
become an associate, non-voting RWG member. 

Move is of especial interest to students, teachers, writers’ workshops, 
etc., since the $8 per year associate membership fee entitles the sub- 
scriber to all RWG publications, including the monthly “Script Writer,” 
plus the freelance market list and the bulletins of the Authors League 
of America, of which RWG is an affiliate. 

New classification was created to meet a need indicated by continu- 
ous inquiries, Wylie said. Regular membership in the guild requires 
that the applicant have had at least two scripts broadcast. 





Radio, tele and overseas shortwave coverage is in the works for the 
world preem of Allied Artists’ “The Babe Ruth Story,” at the Astor, 
N.Y., next Monday {26). AM-TV angles of the opening are being han- 
died by radio’s Maxine Keith, who so far has lined up radio coverage 
by WCBS, N.Y., and the Armed Forces Radio, for which lobby inter- 


views are being arranged with State Dept., sports and showbiz per- | 


sonalities. TV pickup isn’t finalized, but is probable. 


eee 


A 250G Surprise 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

Clare Booth Luce, wife of 
the publisher of Time & Life 
and one of the star speakers 
at the recent GOP convention, 
observed much of last Wednes- 
day night’s (14) windup of the 
Demo powwow from the tele- 
vision pool booth (which was 





air conditioned and com- 
manded one of the best views 
of the ball), 

Evincing great interest in 
| the TV setup, Mrs. Luce at 
length inquired («vaving a hand 
over toward the pool moni- 
tors): “Well, who’s paying for 
all this?” 

(P.S.:—Estimates as to Life 
mag’s outlay in its tieup with 
NBC for tele coverage of the 
| two conventions range up to 
| $250,000.) 











WCOP’S 55G TAKE ON 


| “GE BOSTON TEA PARTY’ 


Boston, July 20. 
WCOP, the Cowles station -here, 
|has just landed what’s believed to 
|be the biggest chunk of local bill- 
|ing for a Hub station in several 
‘years. General Electric Appliance 


Co. has been pacted to bankroll a | 
jfull-hour, cross-the-board “GE Bos- | 


|ton Tea Party.” It’s a house-built 
|audience participation and music 
| stanza, for which the tab will run 
jabout $55.000 on a year’s basis. 


| organized. 


| tion of Radio Artists may simply | 
| take over jurisdiction and attempt | 


| Show tees off Aug. 16 as a 1:30-2:30 | 


| attraction. 

This. sale, plus several others 
wrapped up during the current. 
normal doldrum séason, has boost- 
ed WCOP’s billings to 32% over a 
|year ago, station exec reports. 





N. D. Gets Chi Grid Sponsor 
Chicago, July 20. 

Complete sked of Notre Dame 
| grid games will be aired in Chicago 
|via WCFL, starting Sept. 25, with 
ithe Greyhound Corp. as sponsor. 
| It’s said to be the first-time all the 
| Fighting Irish games will be heard 
| locally, since~-in previous seasons 
| the nets have fed football on the 
| pick-and-choose basis. 

Green Associates will handle 
production. 





ity Assn., Screen’ Actors Guild | 











Talent Unions in TV 
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| wation in its new contract with the | easters themselves. 


| questionably, the film actors will the varieus talent 


ing it. In general, the practice; and the organization is not yet a 
of lease, rather than flat sale of | powerful one. Meanwhile, the 
material will doubtless be sought,! Sereea Directors Guild is mov- 
in line with long-range League | ing into the situation, in possible 
policy. jurisdictional opposition to the 
In the acting field, only the film|RTDG. Also, there are a number 
players have a similar problem of | of stage directors going into video, 
having made a large backlog of | seemingly oblivious of either RTDG 
material suitable for video, with | or SDG authority in the field. 
no right of ownership or say in its But if the situation in television 
control. The Screen Actors Guild | ij, uncertain and puzzling for tal- 
is attempting to deal with this sit- ent. it is no less so for the tele- 
For until the 
studios, but the exact status of the | jurisdictional questions are settled 
matter is uncertain as yet. Un- | and agreements are reached with 
i < unions and 
henceforth try to limit the right of | guilds, the telecasters face the 
telecast of their pictures. | constant possibility of strikes, va- 
State of Flux Elsewhere 





| rious demands relating to pay and 
In the other actor fields the situa- working conditions, and a weiter of 
tion is still somewhat uncertain. | conflicting jurisdictional claims. 
Although ‘there is an Associated | 
Actors & Artistes television com- | 
mittee, representing all the affili- | 
ate unions, currently in negotiation | 
for an industry-wide production 
code for tele, the question of juris- 
dietion is still not entirely clear. 
if the 4A’s committee suceeds in 











TV Scripters | 


Continued from page 33 Qe 








show is to be done live in a studio 
getting a satisfactory contract (and | but ‘will be recorded rt = = 
if the various affiliate unions ac- | the face of sagen gg eo. _ 
cept a pending move to consoli- | cording to W —_—. un g oa 
date), the situation will be well | Shows will also give them consic el 
able repeat value, which they na- 
turally wouldn’t have if done live 
as a one-shot. Byron McKinney, 
tele director of the American The- 
atre Wing, is scheduled to handle 
TV production on the series, with 
ithe Studio group selecting we di- 
(which. however. will control the | rector. Richard Gordon will pro- 
film production field without con- | duce for WV. Four shows ave Se 
trolling the telecasting of films), be in rehearsal at all times so tha 
American. Guild of Variety Artists, | there will be a sufficient backlog 
American Guild of Musical Artists | of completed films. 
and the smaller affiliates with Among the playwrights and au- 
merely jurisdictional claims. This | thors from whose works Steinbeck 
latter prospect is probably remote, | will cull the programs are Stephen 
however. Crane, John Collins, O. Henry, 
The situation in the directorial | James Barrie, Saki, Ring Lames. 
field is apparently wide open. The | Damon Runyon, Eugene O Neil . 
Radio & Television Directors Guild | Clifford Odets, Noel _ Coward, 


If not, the American Federa- | 
| 


to work out an agreement with the 
telecasters, leaving Actors Equi- | 


| (until recently the Radio Directors | Thornton Wilder, Mark Twain, Ed- 


Guild), has contracts with the net- | ar Allen Poe and William o- 
works and ad agencies, which gives | yan. Price to authors on those 
it a strategic position, since they | Scripts not in public domain will 
are the ones actually controlling be worked out individually, with 
most telecasting at present. How-|the authors also slated to draw 
ever, relatively few video directors | royalties for any repeat perform- 
are believed to be RTDG members, | 4Nces. 
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LEAD 


Br! 


It's easy! For WBT’s 5:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. batting order is one 


of the longest, strongest block-programming lineups in all radio. 


LEADOFF MAN IS GRADY COLE (5:00-9:00 a.m.), VARIETY 


Award-winning WBT farm editor who performs such miracles as 


selling 320,000 chicks in eight days. Average unsolicited fan- 


mail: 8,000 cards and letters a month. 


NUMBER TWO MAN I$ KURT WEBSTER (9:00-/0:30 a.m.), 
whose single-handed revive' of the tune “Heartaches” sold more 








than 3,000,000 records. Now he's emcee of a fast-moving 
audience participation show, “What's Cookin’?’”— a solid hit! 





THIRD AT BAT 1S ARTHUR GODFREY (10:30-1/:30 a.m.) onCBS. 


A big-league trio. Yet even before these heavy hitters were one- 
two-three on WBT, more Charlotte listeners tuned to 50,000- 
watt WBT than to ALL other stations, all morning long!* 


Now W8IT's batting average will be higher than ever. You'll 
lead the league, too, if you let Grady Cole or Kurt Webster 
go to bat for you. 


JEFFERSON STANDARD W B _ SEES COMPANY 
50,000 Watts + Répresented by RADIO SALES - Charlotte, N.C. 


#300 a.m.-12:00 noon average, Mon. through Frn—C. &, Hooper, Oct. 1947-Feb. i948 
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into the breach a couple 
ago and was accented to a 
degree with Georgie Price 
d to coordinate the acts last 
ord be eee me Berle 
so singularly ou ing in 
patterning his talents to video. 

Once again the Texaco show last 
week, when broken down into its 
component parts, came up with 
some qualitative ; 
That went for Price as a “single,” 
with his still sock delivery of the 
Jolson-Cantor-Jessel-Cohan rendi- 
tions; the long-standard Buck & 
Bubbles routine; Jackie Miles; Vic 
Hyde and his one-man band; the 
Raoul & Eve Rayes’ Cuban terping 
and the Acromaniacs to open. All 
solid vaude-nitery turns off the 
top-shelf Wm. Morris booking 
stable. - 

But as video’s top variety show, 
the spontaneity and show-wise con- 
tinuity that gave it the needed pro- 
duction values when Berle tied it 
together were again lacking on 
last week’s stanza. The show cried 
out for good pacing and cohesion. 
Similarly the most recent install- 
ment pointed up anew the impor- 
tant role of the camera crew in 
achieving the necessary rhythmic 
quality. That the camera’s as es- 
sential as the producer or the orch 
leader in the pit has by now been 
established. 
had an off-week in keeping the 

cts within camera range, particu- 
arly in the Rayes’ dance turn and 
the acro opener. 


ing 
weeks 
milder 


CBS’ “Toast of the Town” edi- 
tion of last Sunday night (18) meas- 
ured up entertaining-wise with any 
one of its predecessors. What was 
emg? noteworthy about this 

ill was the sock comedy act, even 
though it were not intended that 
way, came at the opening of the 
runoff instead of next-to-closing. 
The opener was Gautier’s Brick- 
layers, the No. 1 dog act of show 
business, and the manner in which 
it strode across the tele-screen 
added up to a wow. However, there 
were two somewhat regrettable 
factors. The lesser one was that 
the nature of the act, the frequent 
coincidence of action on two ends 
of the stage, made it tough for the 
cameras to give closeup coverage 
of some of the comedy. But the 
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The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions were recently signed 
up for their sixth year on 
WGBI, Scranton, Pa. And for 
the same sponsor, too! On 
WGBI they reached a 27.4 
Hooper during 1947 on their 
15-minute Monday through 
Friday program from 6:30- 

~ 6:45 p. m, 





America’s foremost West- 
ern playing and singing group 
—as well as the largest . 
The Texas Rangers also offer 
you the greatest number of 
high fidelity, vertical cut tran- 
scribed tunes, Finest for FM 
as well as AM! 





“Cowboy Hymns,” by The 
Texas Rangers is the first 
album of its kind. This excit- 
ing new album by Bibletone, 
features six outstanding cow- 
boy hyma selections. 











Wire, Write or Phone 
for Complete Details 





Television Followup 


Continued from page 32 


programming. | 


But the camera boys | 








more disappointing angle was 

the telecast took nae ak an Aro 
(9:30-10:30) when the moppets, at 
least in well-regulated families, are 
not included in livingroom circies. 
They would have got a tremendous 
wallop over this wizard of an ex- 


BRICKER BACKS OUT 
ON COLUMBUS BID 


Washington, July 20. 
Senator John W. Bricker of Ohio 
has. apparently lost interest in 
radio. He is veepee and 25% 
common stockholder in Capital 
Radio, Inc., Columbus, 0., which 
has just been granted a petition to 





hibit for video, what with the 
pooches going through the antics | 
| Of a building construction gang and | 
the solid fiow of laughs reaching a | 
climax via the bit in which onetgf | 
the dogs plays injured, as the re- | 
sult of a fallen object, and is trun- | 
dled off in an ambulance. Gau-| 
|tier’s is the sort of turn that can | 
| appear on one video web after the | 
|other in early succession and still | 
| be welcome. 

Bill Robinson, who recently | 
celebrated his 70th year, got his | 
inning in fifth spot, and the pas- | 
Sage, as happened on his appear- | 
ance on the Texaco show (NBC) | 
several weeks previously, was a 
combination of topgrade rhythmic 
and optical pleasure. Garbed in a | 
snazzy summer outfit, Robinson | 
looked equally as good as he) 
danced. For an encore he did a| 
a hardshoe routine with the pro-| 
gram’s girl line, and that too was | 
a darb. Ella Fitzgerald preceded | 
him with a couple of her choice | 
| flights into neo-modern jazz vocal- | 
|istics, and the pair returned in the | 
afterpiece for a nifty duet of “Eas- | 
ter Parade.” Up ahead of the mis- 
tress of scat rhythms were, in that 
order, Kate Murtagh, erstwhile of 
the Murtagh Sisters, whose chief 
item was a moderately amusing 
song-saga about a bearded lady, 
and the acrobatic dancing team of 
Toy and Wing, specialists in toss- 
ing off pirouettes, splits, high 
jumps and what not in fast time 
and attractive precision. 

Dick Buckley’s was one of those 
comedy acts that fare better with 
a live audience than through the 
limited scope of a television screen. 
No question about his routine of 
using persons out of the audience 
to play “Charlie McCarthy” while 
he grinds out his multiple-charac- 
ter crossfire being funny, but 
somehow, perhaps due to the lag- 
gardness of the cameras, the thing 
failed to jell nearly as well as it 
does in person. | 

The amateur “toasted” on this 
occasion was the city paymaster of 
Baltimore, Elmert Reinhart, who 
wrapped a fullbodied and pleasing 
baritone around “Home on the 
Range.” Ed Sullivan, the program's 
m.c., kept the event moving smooth- 
ly and with a minimum of words. 
It was his most ingratiating job to 
date on this series, which seems to 
be taking on that quickening know- 
how meee from week to 
week. e lighting could still 





stand improvement. 
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General and Victory was the serv- 
ices of O'Dea as an experienced 
radio man. General stated in its 
recent letter that O’Dea had not 
consented to this arrangement. 
O'Dea is also to turn over his stock 
in WNEW. 

General said: 1.) Victory had 
conceded that General was legally, 
technically and financially qualified 
to run WOV; 2.) Victory conceded 
that Leigh, who owns controlling 
stock, will not participate in the 
day to day running of WOV should 
Victory win; 3.) Victory could have 
filed a bid but did not; and 4.) Vic- 
tory concedes by implication that 
it is not in a position to deliver 
to Bulova and Henshell the con- 
sideration which it purports to 
wo 1 ked the | 

Therefore, General asked | 
Commission to favor its bid with- 
out a hearing of both applicants. 

Victory attorneys told VARIETY 
they would shortly file a brief 


reply. 


Baker’s Buff Homecoming 


Buffalo, — =. 

Roger Baker, w.k. alo 
dialers of the 30’s as the sportscast- 
ing sports director of WKBW, is 
returning to the station on Aug. 1 
as commercial manager. Since last 
year, he’s been manager of KOB, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico’s only 
50kw outlet. 

Baker was with the Buffalo 
Broadcasting Corp. for 11 years, 
serving at var ous times as studio 
and program manager &s well as 
sports director. He left in 1939 to 
succeed Red Barber at WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, later becoming account 





dismiss without prejudice its appli- 
cation by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. No reason was 
given for the dismissal request. 

John W. Galbreath, real estate 
man, is president of the company 
and owns 25% of the common 
stock and three-fourths of the pre- 
ferred stock. 


ABC Taps Kiernan For 
Summer Vacation Duty 


No sooner had Walter Kiernan 
decided on a two-week vacation 
from his early ayem WJZ (N.Y), 
show than ABC tapped him for the 
11:45-12 a.m., cross-the-board spot 
on the web, replacing the Galen 
Drake show which is going off for 
the remainder of the summer and 
will return to the air in the 3:30 
p.m. slot. 

So Kiernan teed off the new 
stanza Monday (19) from his Kent, 
Conn., summer home. “Unlike 
little Bo-Peep’s sheep,” he crack- 
ed, “I have my wires dragging be- 





| hind me—and all this after those 


18-hour-per-day stints at the po- 
litical conventions.” 


AFRA 


Continued from page 31 











Payne was then elected national 
first vice-president. 

Last year, after she had trans- 
ferred to the New York local (with 
the switch of the “Ma Perkins” 
program from Chicago), Miss Payne 
withdrew her name from the run- 
ning for national office, explaining 
that she preferred to wait until the 
membership had become well 
enough acquainted with her to 
know that the stories being circu- 
lated about her loyalty to AFRA 


| were false. At that time there had 


been some political hysteria in the 
campaign activities in the union. 

The principal uncertainty of the 
coming national convention is the 
question of the policies and tactics 
of the Coast delegation. According 
to reports in the: union, the Holly- 
wood chapter intends sending only 
a handful (some statements place 
the number at three) of delegates, 
with proxies representing the en- 
tire delegation of 106. That would 
presumably give those few repre- 
sentatives enormous voting power. 
With the New York, Chicage and 
other delegations voting independ- 
ently on issues, possibly even split 
on some, the Coast aggregation 
might vote as a bloc and control 
the election. 

The recently elected L. A. repre- 
sentatives to the national board, 
all regarded as conservatives, are 
Edward Arnold, Art Gilmore, 
Wally. Maher, Earle Ross, Harry 
Stanton, Bill Thompson, Lurene 
Tuttle and Harry Von Zell. The 
delegates who will actually attend 
the convention are not yet selected. 


Meanwhile, there is a movement 
on within the New York chapter to 
raise sufficient funds to pay the 
expenses of a sizable delegation. 
Adelaide Klein and Betty Garde 
are heading the activity. 


NBC Promise 


Continued from page 25 


only ’way out front in the realm 
of sock public service shows, such 
as those booked out of the Docu- 
mentary Unit, but also in its long- 
range blueprint of house-built 
commercial potentials, where the 
operation’s been going on at an 
almost feverish clip during the 
past year. 

Some at NBC contend that the 
next year may tell a different 
story; that the Sterling Fisher 
education-via-radio program being 
formulated may touch off a pub- 
lic service career for the web that 
hasn’t been equalled in radio in 
years. (See separate story.) 

But this, it’s recognized, is still 
on the upcoming agenda and must 
be translated into a reality. And 
it’s further recognized that, with 
the web boasting record billings 
for the first half of 1948, it only 
tends to accentuate the network's 
shortcomings in the field of high- 











exec in charge of sales for its 
home office. 








minded public service radio. 


Portland, Ore., July 20. 
After some 21 months of antici- 
pation, KGW-KGWFM, Portland, 


ees NBC outlet, at last took the 





KGW in Pacific N'west Takes Wraps 
Off Newest Look in Radio Stations 


ling to the layman, what with 
|curves, columns, and cylinders 
| bulging the walis. But by engineer- 
ing standards, the design ranks the 
new KGW-KGWFM studios right 





| wraps off the Pacific Northwest’s up with the nation’s best in 


|newest broadcasting studios in a 
'mid-July Open House. Ad agency 
|and radio personnel,-plus John Q. 


| Public, got a look at how one of 
| America’s leading architects thinks 
'a modern radio station should 
look. 


w.k. advocate of the new look in 
architecture, the KGW-KGWFM 
studios are an integral part of the 
multi-million dollar new Oregonian 
newspaper plant. The studios and 
offices occupy the major part of 
the fourth floor of the vast city 
block ‘square structure, and are 
done up in an eye-catchiing vista 
of blues, greens, yellows, and 
browns. 


The entire new KGW-KGWFM 
radio facilities are laid out wfth an 
eye to the utmost ease and effi- 
ciency of operation, and offer five 
complete studios ranging widely in 
size to handle every type of pro- 
gram production. The main opera- 
tion studios are all hubbed around 
the master control room, like 
spokes of a wheel, giving complete 
visibility and simplified operation. 

Each studio is a completely float- 
ing unit, suspended within the 
main building structure to kill out- 
side vibrations. And their interiors 
look like a mathematician’s dood- 


Designed by Pietro Belluschi, | 


| acoustical efficiency. 


| Video has not yet reached the 
Northwest, but complete television 
|facilities have been incorporated 
‘into the new KGW-KGWFM plant, 
| with a huge auditorium ready and 
|waiting, and coaxial cables in- 
stalled in the master control room. 


New home rounds off more than 
_26 years of public service and 
| entertainment by KGW and its 
younger offspring, KGWFM, in the 
Pacific Northwest. 


87 Pay Boost on All 
Westinghouse Stations 


Fort Wayne, July 20. 


General pay increases of more 
than 8% and affecting 45 em- 
|ployes of WOWO, Fort Wayne, 
were announced by R. G. Duffield, 
manager of the Westinghouse sta- 
tion, who said an additional 250 
workers of the firm in Philadelphia, 
Boston, Pittsburgh, Springfield, 
Mass., and Portland, Ore., also 
shared in the pay boosts. 

Retroactive to June 13, the wage 
increase is predicated on a 40-hour 
week, and is the third increase for 








station employes in the past two 
years. 
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Every day of every week, WWJ-TV, 
Detroit’s first and only television station 
has the eyes of Detroiters focuSed in 

its direction. WWJ’s diversity of programs and 


PEOPLE ARE 


EEING THINGS” 
DETROIT 
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features has aroused the interest of Detroiters 
of all ages, in all walks of life, to the 


point where steadily increasing 


sales of 


Jelevision receivers has attracted an impressive list 
of national and local advertisers. Thanks to 
WWJ-TV’s pioneering and showmanship, 
television has already become an effective 
advertising medium in the Detroit 


market—4th largest in America! 








Associate FM Stotion WWIJ-FM . . . 
Associcte AM Stction WWJ 


WW J-7ry 


FIRST IN DETROIT . . . Owned ond Opercted by THE DETROIT NEWS 








Notional Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
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AF M's Midnight-to-5 A.M. Non-Travel 
Rule Gripes Traveling Musicians 


Musicians who are members of 
name bands are strenuously ob- 
jecting to the decision by the 
American Federation of Musicians 
to enforce an old regulation for- 
bidding them to travel between 
midnight and 5 a.m., unless by 
train. Tooters, any of whom spend 
a fair portion of each year on the 
road if they remain with a name 
band for any length of time, assert 
that in barring them from move- 
ment, except by train, during the 
wee hours. the AFM will be work- 
ing a hardship on all musicians 
rather than helping their lot. 

It’s the AFM’s idea that in bar- 
ring musicians from auto or bus 
travel between those hours the 
number of accidents in which musi- 
cians are killed or injured annually 
will be reduced substantially. To 
do this, the AFM is putting back 
into effect an old law which de- 
mands that when a musician must 
move by night, he must request his 
leader for a train berth, or not 
move atall. If this rule is violated, 
the tooter himself is subject to a 
$25 fine. For years, however, the 
regulation was ignored. At the 
recent AFM convention in Asbury 
Park, it was decided to reinstate it, 
although there has been no official 
word from AFM execs as to when 
the new enforcement will begin. 

Musicians do not like the rule 
for many reasons, namely (1) travel 
by car or bus is less fatiguing in 
the early hours because there’s less 
traffic and they spend less time at 
it; (2) in many small towns there 
are none or inadequate sleeping 
accommodations; (3) the rule will 
increase living costs since the pat- 
tern of using hotels now calls for 
what tooters label “two sleeps for 
one.”” What they mean by that is 
that they’ll leave a one-night job 
at, say, 2 a.m., reach the next town 
at 7 a.m. (check-in-time), get a 
room, sleep all day, work the job 
that night and return to the same 
hotel and sleep again (check-out 
time is usually 4 p.m.), all for the 
price of cne. They then move onto 
the next cate, starting in the morn- 
ing, reaching it in time to change 
clothes and go right to work. When 
that job is completed, they don’t 
sleep but go right on to the next 
town and start the process all over 
again. It means that in six days of 
one-nighiers, musicians pay only 
three hoiel tabs. 

It’s pointed out that a rule bar- 
ring travel between midnight and 
5 a.m. will completely disrupt this 
pattern and under it the physical 
hardships of road travel will be 
much greater, not*to mention the 
additional costs. 


Old Brunswick Label 
Gets Decca Hypo In 
Move to Up Revenue 


Decca Records is bent on reac- 
tivating the old Brunswick label, 
which it purchased some years 
back from the old American Rec- 
ord Co., forerunner of the current 
Columbia Records. Move, to all ap- 
pearances, is part of a pattern via 
which Decca is tightening its belt 
and planning to wring every pos- 
sible potential from its vast catalog 
of unreleased recordings. 

Decca has formed the Brunswick 
Record Corp., a wholly owned 
subsidiary, which will issue new 
recordings (not reissues) from the 
Decca backlog and from among the 
Brunswick masters that came to 
Decca when it bought the label 
name. These recordings will be 
marketed by Decca through inde- 
pendent distributors, which means 
that nowhere along the line will 
there be .any confliction with Dec- 
ca business, unless Decca continues 
to appoint indie distribs for its own 
label. 

Brunswick label will handle pop, 
country, race and other classifica- 
tions except classical. That many 
will be drawn from Decca’s own 
backlog is illustrated by the fact 
that the initial release, sometime 
in September, will consist of sides 
by Tony Martin, Frances Langford, 
Tex Ritter, Gallagher & Shean, 
Merry Macs, bands of Jimmy Dor- 
sey, Woody Herman, Charlie Bar- 
net, Johnny Messner, Bobby Hack- 
eit, et al. None of these has ever 
been released, and the idea, of 
course, is to rid Decca’s backlog of 
Material that can help boost the 





_ @ompany’s gross business. 





Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending July 15) 
London, July 16. 
Galway Bay ..Box and Cox 


Heartbreaker ...... .. Leeds 
rane Maurice 
Nature Boy ; . Morris 
Four-Leaf Ciover. F. D. & H. 
Time May Change. ..Connelly 
Golden Earrings..... Victoria 
Dream of Olwen.. Wright 
Toolie Oolie....... Southern 
Near You... .. Wood 
After All... Cinephonic 
My Achin’ Heart Connelly 
Second 12 
I Sic Hee ia ice arn. a Leeds 
Laroo Lilli Bolero... Dash 


Serenade of Bells...E. Morris 


Civilization ...E. Morris 
Tree in Meadow.....Connelly 
Miranda .... Kassner 
Reflections Water Maurice 


Silver Wedding Waliz.. . Unit 


Ask Anyone Knows. . Feldman 
(Sr .. Chappell 
I May Be Wrong L. Wright 


Nice to Know You Care. . Unit 


Andrews Sis Get 
British Clearance 
For U. S. Musikers 


Andrews Sisters took three U. S. 
musicians with them last week 
when the trio sailed for London to 
play a date at the Palladium the- 
atre. Girls went to great lengths 
to secure clearances for the three 
men from the British Musicians 
Union, which usually frowns on ad- 








iin answer to 
| Other states have kept it on. 


‘Oberstein’s 39c Disks 


‘Cap Pitches for Lift Of 
Cal. Transcription Tax 


Capitol Records has made a 
heavy pitch to California State 
Equalization Board, asking that 
state sales tax of 2!2c. on tran- 
scriptions be lifted. Ground for 
plea is that sale of waxed music 
is not transfer of wholly tangible 
personal property, but 
rendering of services. Joining Cap 
in tussle is 
tions, and others probably will add 
pleas when they learn of pitch. 

Nine months ago Illinois ex- 
cluded records from state sales tax, 
similar argument. 








Awaited Warily-by Top 


. Firms as Sales Threat 


Eli Oberstein’s new 39c Varsity | 


label, which was to have hit the 


market 10 days or so ago but was | 


held up by processing difficulties, 
will debut today (Wednesday) at 
Macy’s, New York department 
store, and a string of other chain 
outlets. Initial release will consist 
of six pop records inscribed with 
current or potential hits, and two 
hillbilly disks. 
records, incidentally, 
made in England. 
It’s no secret that there are those 
among major disk company execu- 
tives who are plenty perturbed 
over the possibilities in Oberstein’s 
disks. They know full well that if 
Oberstein has any sort of product 
—that if it’s well recorded and well 
performed, that the 39c tab can 
make fair-sized inroads on sales, 
especially since the disk-buying 
public has not been buying the 


majors’ 75¢c disks in very large | 


quantities in recent months. 
Though major company executives 
have repeatedly pointed to the disk 





mitting American Federation of 
Musicians cardholders to its terri- 
tory. Trio will be key men in the 
Palladium pit band which accom- | 
panies the trio. 

Vic Schoen, who has conducted 
Decca disk dates and theatre ap-! 
pearances for the trio; drummer 
Tommy Rundell and pianist Wally 
Wechsler are the men involved. 





Coney Isl. Set on Names 
Cincinnati, July 20. 

Comey Island, Cincy’s biggest 
summer buyer of road bands for 
its Moonlite Gardens, has set Tex 
Beneke’s orchestra for a Aug. 6, 
one-nighter; Ray Anthony, Aug. 13- 
19; Stan Kenton, Aug. 20 and 
Charlie Spivak, Aug. 27. 

Other dates are filled by Clyde 
Trask’s orch, a Cincy combo, with 
occasional vocal supplements. For 
the week starting Friday (23) 
Trask’s band will be bolstered by 


You”; 
'You'll Be There’; “‘Woody Wood- 





the Modernaires with Paula Kelly. 





ban and the theory that the. public 
is unaware that new tunes are still 


sales slump, there are many 4mong 
them who feel that the 75c price is 
a big hurdle in’ view of current in- 
flated living costs. 

Oberstein’s initial release con- 
sists of “Rambling Rose” and “It 
Only Happens” backed up; ‘Run, 
Joe, Run’-“My Heart Belongs To 
“Love Somebody’’-“Maybe 


pecker’’-‘“My Happiness”; “You Call 
Everybody Darling’’-Turkish De- 
light” and “Tomorrow Night’- 
— Gone.” “Bouquet of Roses’’- 
“Texarkana Baby” and ‘“Seamen’s 
Blues”-“Suspicion” are the _hill- 
billies. No name artists are used. 


Feist has assumed publishing 
rights eof “Love Is a Dangerous 
Thing,” whic’ Don Reid, song’s 
writer, recorded on his own prior 
to the disk ban and later placed 
with the National label. 





largely aj} 


They are musical | 
presumably 











Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


| By Ben Bodec 








| Beb Huston—“I'd Like to Live) In a Box, Tie ‘Em with a Ribbon” 


‘In Loveland,” “On the Waterfall” | (Decca). 


This harmonica - backed 


'(M-G-M). The Huston pipes have! version of the tune Kay Kyser sent 


number dates back ,to 1910. Hus- 
ton’s treatment is ‘schmaltzy but 
modern. “Waterfall,” with the Fon- 
'taine Sisters putting in a refrain, 
also carries a nifty sentimental 
itouch. It’s the best pair that Hus- 
ton has turned out under this label. 

Claude Thornhill Orch — “Arab 
| Dance,” “La Paloma” (Columbia). 
It’s a safe bet Thornhill’s “Arab 


My Favorite Five 
By CARL C. GOODWIN 
| (WCHV, Charlottesville, Va.) 


“Whiffenpoof Seng” ‘(Pied 
{ Pipers). 
“Benjie’s Bubble” (Benny 
Goodman). 
“Backbeat Boogie” (Harry 
James). 
“Without a Song” (Tommy 
Dorsey). 


“Danny Boy” (Glenn Miller). 








Dance,” on T } 
“Nutcracker Suite,” will wind up a 
standard in station libraries and 


decidedly off. the beaten 
Slowly paced and subdued “Pa- 
loma”’ figures as a_ satisfactory 
|}ineh buy. 


ment,” “Every Day 





| first over the other spells charm. 
Primo Scala Orch — “Under- 


neath the Arches,” “Side by Side” | 
sentimental | 
latest | 


(London). Cloyingly 
“Arches” has become the 


' 
based on Tchaikowsky’s | 


with collectors who look for imag-| team has trotted out 
inative and stimulating perform-j| ‘Heart’ mixes top-level harmon- 
ances. Arrangement is loaded with | izing with deft feel for the lyric 
colorful passages both solo and in| and the livelier tempoed 
concert, adding up to musicianship | spotlights June Hutton for some 
track. | nimble hurdling over verses that 


attached themselves to a waltz bal-| spinning into the bestseller class 
lad. “Loveland,” which has a good | hits the market before the novelty 
Standard T rip ‘chance of staging a revival. The|has started to dip substantially. 
Standarc ranscrip- | 


| While lacking the instrumental 
‘zing of the Kyser grooving, the 
| Decca candidate should do well. 
|Coupling, likewise backed by 
| mouthorgans, makes a neat spring- 
| board for the Kaye personality. 


Mindy Carson— “Every Day I 
Love You,” “I Can’t Believe You're 
in Love with Me” (Musicraft). In- 

'sinuating bounce of “Day” is win- 
!somely capitalized by this rising 
‘young stylist and the underside 
| ballad emerges as a fine blend of 
'melody and meaningful phrasing. 


| Ink Spots—‘Where Flamingos 
Fly.” “Just for Now” (Decca). 
Strength is backed by strength 
i here. Both ballads find the group 
| sharply on the beam in perform- 
|ance and mood medium. Juke ops 
| will likely find it tough to decide 
‘between the dramatic drive en- 
; cased in “Flamingos” and the solid 
| lowdown sentimental appeal of the 
flipover. For a long-rider “Now” 
sounds like the choice. 

Pied Pipers— “With All My 
| Heart,” “Goodbye Romance” (Cap- 
itol). As polished a set as the 
this year. 





mate 


| tlekie the ear with superior whim- 


sy and humor. Specially recom- 


companion piece. It's a good 12- | mended for jock sessions. 


Connie Haines—“Just for Now.” 


| 
Jo Stafford—‘‘This Is the Mo-|“Where Flamingos Fly” (Signa- 
ent ry I I Love You" | ture). Miss Haines could have a 
(Capitol). Infectious litt that Miss | clickeroo in “Just.” Her treatment 
| Stafford rings around “Every Day” | combines the ace elements of 
spots it as qualitatively superior to| melodic sweep, persuasive heart 
the mate, even though the latter is | appeal 
lavailable, as the reason for the|Trich in tonal fluidity. Edge of the! She’s not as relaxed or effective 


and a captivating style. 
' with the British import. 


Platter-Pointers 
Charioteers (Columbia) carve a 


‘object for eyebrow lifting in the | fairly entertaining pair of rhythm 


Emphasis on banjos and accordions 


of the string band, but the answer 
to the click indications leans less 


of such hits as “You Can't Be True, 
Dear,” “When Apple’ Blossoms 
Fall,’ “My Happiness” and “Tea 
Leaves.”’ Apparently “Arches,” like 
the others, responds to a current 
mood of looking backwards to the 
simple and the serene. 


Danny Kaye-Andrews Sisters— 








VARIETY 





“Woody Woodpecker,” “But ’Em 


senators 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines, "sk 020 '7 


1 . 
wove WOODPECKER SONG (8) (Leeds)............... a | OG PRR eh Columbia ; 
2. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (15) (Biltmore) .............. Griffin-Wayne ...........Rondo 
ee eg ee eee eeee Jon & Sondra Steele..... Damon 
4. YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLING (3) BO Ea ae Oe Fi es Regent 
5. IT’S MAGIC (4) (Witmark) ............... MMB AKG fee A { Dick Haymes ........ ....Decea 
‘ | Doris Day ...........Columbia 
6. LOVE SOMEBODY (5) (Kramer-W.) .....................-. D. Day-B. Clark .... .. Columbia 
7. TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (13) (Chas. K. Harris).......... Lak ag ir gg RAE I Deces 
‘* (Vaughn Horton ..... Continental 
8. WM. TELL OVERTURE (7) (Tune Town)................... Pe OORER GS. S656 eK Victor 
9. LITTLE WHITE LIES (19) (BVC)..................... {Dick Haymes ............Decca 
ieee {Tommy Dorsey ..........Victor 
10. NATURE BOY (14) (Burke-VH) ..... AE Sia Bs it .cc. Mine Cale. .2..: sees. -Capitol 
ine 
Coming Up 
MAYBE YOU’LL BE THERE (BVC) ? Gord i 
ae 6s MAN DHE abet Eee oe 2 ce 0 ha On  SOMRIRG eves ia: Decca 
MAHARAJAH OF MAGIDOR (Mutual) ........................ Vaughn Monroe ......... Stetor 
Sree, Suey ee CRNOVENE) sR ee. . 2 ERE OEIS ce Louis Jordan...... Decca 
Swe man Ae BOR Comtekd: 65 AS re ee 8s King Cole.... . Capitol 
BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. B. Harms) ...-............... Art Moone . M-G 
HEARTS WIN (Mill : tee Lie eS 
aie yh cs oie pu bos sda aint a b edd bi Petty Trio............Universal 
BLUE SHADOWS (Santly-Joy) ...0 ©... occ cece cece ccece me Ran Decca 
BABY DON’T BE MAD (Paramount) ........................... Frankie Laine .,.......Mercury 
TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) ............. ~ halt Win ', {Sammy Kaye...........-Victor 
5 "*** ) Ames Bros......++e.0....Decca 
HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) ..... ii hake aca a secseeeee. 120 Stafford. .............Capitol 
: |) Petty Come... id... ccce. s Victor 
DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) .................... seceeeeees, J Preddy Martin...........Victor 
“*?) Larry Clinton..... sceee. -Decca 
HEARTBREAKER (Leeds).....................005. seeeceseee. J Andrews Sisters..... -++..Decca 
(| Ferko String Band........ Palda 
TEA LEAVES (Morris) ......... Be = teat ee ators Se ere on Cote............ Columbia 
tg Se Oe. Feereeraia . is. i. sc. Decca 
TREE IN- MEADOW (Shapiro-B) ................ CGe obes. Sk). us Margaret Whiting....... Capitol 
(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 
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trade. Reaction it has had on some | ditties out-of “Run, Run, Run” 
pre-release tests marks it a hit, | and “The Tourist Trade . 


Se .. Don 
| Reid imparts a smooth quality of 


is an obvious design to latch on to | C’00ning to his own scripted “Love 
the sudden popularity on this side |!’ 4 Dangerous Thing” (National). 


Underside’s “Just a Girl that Men 
orget” is not as convincing .. . 


to this factor than the cireum- Anne Shelton (London) pours lyr- 
stance that the lyric falls within | ical brilliance into both “Time Out 
the simple bittersweet sentiments '°° 


Tears” and “Be Mine” but, as 
usual, runs short on the siuff that 
comes from the ticker ... Vera 
Lynn, her label mate, rides “You're 
the One I Love” and “Silver Wed- 
ding Song” with a precise appre- 
ciation for melody and words and 
not much beyond that ... Kay 
Kyser Orch (Columbia) packs a 
neat assortment of rhythmic sock 
in “Too Much-a Manana,” with 
Gloria Wood contributing a snazzy 
; vocal ... Barclay Allen’s Rhythm 
| Four come through with their most 
exciting performance to date in 
‘Barclay’s Boogie” and “Green 
Eyes. Barglay’s ivory pyrotech- 
nics, aS projected on this series, 
sets him up as a “must”. on any 
program of strictly instrumental 
pop music , . . Jose Curbelo Orch, 
attached to Victor’s international 
stable, builds up “Rumba Rum- 
bero” into rousing brand of dan- 
re rigger Psp a Seueanei’s pian- 
S$ adding muc 
Stina ie sparkle to the 


FRENCH DECCA PLANS 
U. S. SALES INVASION 


. Akin to London Records’ U. S. 
invasion, French Decca plans a 
strong campaign to merchandize 
its waxings of Edith Piaf, Jacques 
Pils, Suzy Solidor, Tohama and 
other Gallic artists. Edward W. 
Pelgrins, president of Fonior, S. A., 
with headquarters in Brussels, con- 
trols Decca of the Continent. 

Like London Records (which is 
really the Decca Co. of England, 
but waived that tag because of its 
contract with the U. S. Decca 
Corp.), Fonior feels that the re- 
cent French talent invasion is a 
gee 5 he the U. S. merchandiz- 

of their platters in ir origi- 
nal versions.” —~ 

Tohama is being sent to Mon- 
treal in October, her first western 
hemisphere booking, via her disk 
company. She will play the Canuck 
theatres in Canada and may essay 
a U. S. nitery date. Tohama’s name 











in private life is Maria Altmann. 
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Music publishers who have been on the Coast recently say that 
songwriters who live in the Hollywood area are much more ad- 


vanced than their eastern brethren in these disk ban days. 


Pubs 


assert that Coast writers, when they turn out a new song, often 


have it recorded two or more 
pefore they approach a publisher 
take the tune for publication. 


ways by bootlegging musicians 
with the idea of inducing him to 


With a few masters of a new tune available, which can be turned 
over to either major or minor disk firms, the songwriter has a 
much easier task in disposing of publication rights. 








AFM Apparently Resigned to Verdict. 
Of Supreme Court on Form B Contract 





American Federaticn of Musi- + 


cians apparently has given up hope | 
of changing in any way the U. s. | 
Supreme Court decision which out- | 
lawed its Form B centract blank, 
which made buyers of a band re- 
sponsible for secial security and 
unemployment taxes. AFM is ex- 
pected within a month or so to is- 
sue new contract blanks formulated 
by a committee of AFM director 
These will re- 


| 


place Form B. 

Though it is more than a year 
since the Supreme Court decided 
that the AFM’s Form B blank was 
illegal, the union has continued to, 
use it, forcing band agencies and | 
other sellers to attach riders to 
every contract nullifying the effect 
of the blank’s s.s. and unemploy- 
ment tax clauses. AFM clung to 
the blank in the hope that it could | 
upset the Court's ruling, at least in | 
individual states. New York’s Lo-| 
cal 802, for example, has been try- 
ing for some time to get VU. S. 
Treasury Department to issue 
special orders covering the tax col- 
lections on dates played by its 
members. 


ASCAP to Meet 
Soon With Radio 
Qn New Contract 


Attorneys for the American. 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, and legalites represent- 
ing radio interests, will meet with- 
in the next coupler of weeks con- 
cerning the extension of ASCAP’s 





agreement with radio, which ex- 


pires at the end of next year. 

Law factions will review the de- 
velopments already reached be- 
tween negotiating committees rep- 
resenting both sides, which have 
been meeting occasionally for about 
a@ year in the process of making ex- 
tension terms agreeable. 

As soon as the attorneys huddle. 
ASCAP will seek to clean up the | 
radio contract as quickly as pos- | 
sible and thereafter will turn its 
full attention toward concluding an. 
agreement for the use of its music 
by television. It first, however, 
must secure clear rights from its 
members to represent them in tele- 


Vision negotiations. 





CAMARATA A STICKLER 
FOR THAT AFM BAN 


Tuttie Camarata, musical diree- 
tor of London Records, who con- 
ducted the majority of the record- 
ings made by the English company 

fore the first of the year, is serup- 
ulously continuing to avoid con- 
ducting more until the American 
Federation of Musicians disk ban 
in the U. S. is lifted. Despite the 
fact that his conducting for London 
would be done in England, with 
English musicians, Camarata is a 
member of the AFM and he has 
assured James C. Petrillo that for 
the duration of the ban he will not 
record, even in England. 

For months, Camarata has off and 
on been reported as leaving for 
England to cut new disks for Lon- 
don. But, in addition to his own 
wish not to violate AFM orders, 
he fears that if he did record, the 
ae might latch ento the idea to 


benefit of others. i 


e an example of him for the. 


Spinner Lets Listeners 
Spell Him for Heur Daily 


San Antonio, July 20. 
Local “diallers who have a yen to 
become. a disk jockey are getting 
the opportunity to do so on KITE 
each morning between 8 and 9 a.m. 
Joe Allison, m.c. for the three-hour 
daily “Radio Almanac,” invites 

would-be, disk jocks to his airer. 
Guest platter spinner brings to 
the studio his or her own favorite 
recordings, or 
from the stacks of wax at KITE. 


Top Bandsmen 
Available For 
Pickup 1-Niters 


Some crack musical hands are 
working out of New York cur- 
rently under medium-name maes- 
tros who form “pick up” combina- 





may select them | 


tions only after they are signed for | 
a one-nighter by an agency. There | 
are so many topflight musicians | 


available, who formerly did only 
recording and radie work, that a 


leader looking for good men for | 


an occasional one-nighter has his 
pick of the best musicians in the 
country. 

One-night promoters in the 
east, who know good music, say 
that in recent months they have 
bought bands that a leader who 
maintains his own combo all-year 
couldn't possibly maintain. They 
were made up of musicians who, 
when there was no recording ban 
and much more radio work than 
is now available, earned up to 
$50,000 annually. Such is their 
ability that they need very little 
rehearsal on the book of a leader 
who hires them for one night. 
They form a crack band just by sit- 
ting down together. 

A leader can hire such musicians 
for the type of dates mentioned 
because all are worked within 
short distances of New York, and 
they're only for one night. 
jority of the musicians involved are 
family men living in N. Y. or its 
suburbs and they wouldn't hit the 
road on long tours. In addition to 
the one-nighting out of town, they 
do club jobs. etc., in New York. 
They must, to maintain families 
since the elimination of recording 
and the reduction in N. Y. radio 
work due to the removal of many 
shows to Hollywood. 


Thornhill to Resume 
Batoning in October 


Claude Thorshill, who broke up 
his orchestra a few weeks back, 
will resume operations in October. 
William Morris agency has booked 
the band for two days—Oct. 28-29 
—at VPI, Blacksburg, Va., and may 
have others preceding that date. 
it’s emphasized that Thornhill will 
return with exactly the same In- 
strumentation he had when he dis- 
banded. Vocalists Fran Warren 
and Gene Williams will be re- 
placed by a vocal group. ue 

Thornhill is in Honolulu revising 
and adding to his library, and va- 
cationing. He picked Hawatl be- 
cause that’s where he wrote the 








first 60 scores that formed the basis 
of the current band. 


‘which had not been maintaining 





BIZ DETERRENT 


Band bookers in the east have 
launched a campaign against what 


may be one of the causes of the Music Firm With Own Coin 


lagging business being done this | 
summer by one-night balirooms. 
Led by Howard Sinnott, General 


Artists Corp. one-night salesman. 
the idea is a cleanup campaign de- 
signed to induce promoters who 
operate unpainted, unattractively 
decorated ballrooms to refurbish 
and dress up their spots. Included, 
too, in the plan is the attitude that 
promoters must make of their ball- 
rooms places fo which parents 
would not be afraid to allow their 
youngsters to ge. Properly super- 
vised admissions is also part of the 
setup. 

It has been noted during the 
few months since the summer one- 
night season began that the ball- 
rooms consistently doing goed busi- 
ness were those attractively deco- 





‘Variety’ Forum 

VARIETY has received in- 
creasing reports concerning 
the ideas used by such ball- 
reoms as the Ritz, Bridgeport, 
Sunnybrook, Pottstown, and 
many others to promote busi- 
ness. As a means of relaying 
these promotional projects to 
other operators who might be 
missing business bets, VARIETY 
is serving as a clearing house 
for the exchange of such ideas. 

A Forum column will be 
available to any operators 
wishing to tell about their 
exploitation gimmicks. Just 
address Variety, New York, 
19, N. Y., attention Music 
Dept. 








rated and furnished, well-run spots, | 
such as the Totem Pole ballroom, | 
Auburndale, Mass.; Ritz ballroom, 
Bridgeport; Carousel ballroom, 
Hampton Beach, N. H., etc. Many 


any sort of a business standard 
were, when checked, found to be 
unattractive, run - down buildings 
with inflammable paper decora- 
tions that were torn and hanging 
askew, poorly cleaned floors, chairs 
and washrooms, etc. 

As a result, it dawned upon Sin- 
nott and his cohorts that the physi- 
cal attractions, or the lack of them, 

(Continued on page 47) 





Sharp Anti-ASCAP 
~ Decision in N. Y. 


Ma- | 


The right of ASCAP to collect 
a seat tax from motion picture 
theatres was virtually thrown out 
vesterday (Tues.) in an historical 
‘decision handed down by Federal 
Judge Vincent H. Leibell in N.Y. 
in the suit brought by 164 thea- 
tres in the metropolitan N. Y. 
area. (See full details on Page 3.) 

Highlighting the court's deci- 
sion. which declared that ASCAP’s 
collection of tueatre fees violated 


the Sherman anti-trust laws, was 
a five-point injunction for relief 
to the plaintiffs. Injunction or- 


dered ASCAP as an organization 
to divest itself immediately of all 
public performance rights on 
songs licensed for films, with the 
rights to be turned back to the 
original copyright holders. 

ASCAP members were then re- 
strained from refusing to grant 
such rights to film producers, or 
to grant them to anyone but film 
producers when they involved 
svnchronization of tunes with films 
that are to be exhibited for profit 
Court also restrained ASCAP and 
its members from conspiring to in- 
clude a clause in film booking 
agreements with distributors and 
exhibitors that would force exhibs 
to obtain an ASCAP license in or- 
jder to show the films. 


| Way 
jcosts unless branches are closed. 
It’s stated by Decca that its initial - 


EANUP CAMPAIGN 








Nicky Campbell Sets New 


Nicky Campbell, who split re- 
cently with Al Porgie in operation 
of Campbell-Porgie, set up his own 
publishing firm last week. Called 
Campbeli Music, the company is 


being financed, according to Camp- | 
bell, by his own coin and is not | 
| affiliated 


with either Broadcast 
Music, Ine., or the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. In the charter papers, 
filed in Albany last week, Camp- 
bell and Barbara Walters are listed 
as directors. 

Campbell has a staff consisting 
of George Gilbert to aid him in 
N. Y. and Ralph Harris in Holly- 
wood. 
“The Things I Love,” with which 


Campbeil originally went into busi- | 
ness for himself in. the early ‘40s: | 


He retained ownership of its after 
joining forces with Porgie. 


Decca Names 
Indie Distrib 
For Ist Tune 


Decca Records for the first time 
in its comparatively brief opera- 
tion has appointed an independent 
distributor of its product. Ever 
since Deeca’s ineeption 10 vears 
or so ago, the company has main- 
tained wholly owned and operated 
dispersal points, which become 
dangerously expensive when sales 
begin to slide since there is no 
of reducing such operating 





move toward using indie distribs 
“may be the forerunner of others 
in areas where current coverage is 
deemed inadequate.” 

Salt Lake Hardware Co. is the 
indie signed by Decca. It hereto- 
fore has concerned itself only with 
handling the sort of items implied 
by the firm name. Its deal with 
Decca is exclusive. and relieves 
that company’s San _ Francisco 
branch, which heretofore was re- 
sponsible for supplying the area 
of which Salt Lake is the center. 

For years the recording industry 
has been predicting that Decca 
would go into indie distributor- 
ships. It wasn’t until earlier this 
year, however, that Decca showed 
signs in that direction. 
move was to establish what it 
called “super-branches.” These 
were laid out to carry complete in- 
ventories of Decca’s past and pres- 
ent line to shorten the time re- 
quired on orders for any ‘‘catalog”’ 
material to be filled from eastern 
or western stock shelves. Some 18 
super-branches have been estab- 
lished, but they replaced a num- 
ber of minor distributing points. 


Boosey Plea to Dodge 





Bela Bartok Suit Denied 


Federal Judge Alfred Coxe last 
week in N. Y. federal court de- 
nied a motion of Boosey & Hawkes 
to dismiss Victor Bator and Julius 
G. Brown's suit alleging infringe- 
ment of a third piano concerto 
composed by the late Bela Bartok. 
Plaintiffs are executors of Bartok’s 
estate and originally filed against 


Columbia Records for a declaratory |. 
judgment on a charge the record- | 


ing firm had waxed the tune with- 
out consent. 

Boosey & Hawkes were later 
brought in as a defendant on a 
claim that it was involved in as- 
signing recording rights to the 
Bartok concerto to Columbia. Pub- 
lishing house had sought dismissal 
of the action on the ground that it 


does not do business in New York | 


state, but the court disallowed the 
claim. B & H, under a 1939 agree- 
ment, had been Bartok’s agent and 


| publisher. 


They have begun work on | 


Its first | 


TS Songs on Dishes, as Selling Lure 
Brings Action Vs. Crockery Co. 


+ 


Major music publishers ran inte 
one of the most unusual infringe- 
ment cases they ever encountered 
last week, when a crockery com- 
pany was tagged selling sets of 
dishes on which were inscribed the 
titles and four bars of eight of the 
most valuable standard tunes in 
existence. Apparently the novelty 
angle of the use of the tunes meant 
much to the manufacturer's selling 
point since 6,000 dozen sets were 
| said to have been sold before the 
pubs were made aware of the in- 
fringement. 

Fondeville Co. is the manufac- 
turer of the crockery. It is made 
| both in the U. S. and England, but 
the majority sold here. Company 
has offered publishers a royalty of 
12'2c to 15¢ per dozen, but in re- 
turn demands an _é exclusivity 
clause. At least one major song 
house is demanding 25e per dozen 
royalty ‘dishes sell for $5 and $6 a 
set of 12) and refuses the exclu- 
sivity clause. If that isn’t satis- 
faetory, says the pub, it will pro- 
ceed with an infringement suit. 
Included in the deal is a lump sum 
settlement on all sales already 
made. 

There are eight publishers in- 
volved. Four other tunes are in 
the public domain. And the crock- 
ery manufacturer is in a spot if. he 
can't make a deal with all pub- 
lishers who could have infringe- 
ment cases against him. It seems 
that the dishes are packed and sold 
| in sets, each plate of which carries 
_a different title and music. There- 
| fore, if the rights to one song. can- 
'not be obtained, the sets must be 
broken up. 
| Songs used are “I'll Be Down to 
|Get You in a Taxi, Honey”: “If I 
| Had My Way,” “Let Me Cail You 
| Sweetheart,” “When You Wore a 
| Tulip,” “Dear Old Girl,” “I’m For- 
;ever Blowing’ Bubbles,” “Moon- 
| light Bay” and “Sweet Adeline.” 


To-Do Raised On 
Buck, Taylor Hike 
In ASCAP Ratings 


There was quite a to-do within 
the past 10 days between executives 
of the American Sociéty of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers 
‘and at least one of the members of 
its beard, over raises in classifica- 
tion given two writers. 

Gene Buck, who had been listed 
in the “BB” class, was raised toe 
“A.” while Deems Taylor, who re- 
cently stepped down as president 
of the organization, was boosted 
from “A” to “AA”. And the jumps 
caused a squawk, Both are former 
presidents of the Society. 

_ One of the members of the board 

protested the increases on the 
grounds that neither writer was 
getting sufficient performances to 
justify the jumps, which involve 
-several thousand dollars annually. 
After a fairly long dispute the 
raises were allowed to stand. 

Buck's jump to “A”, however, 
was in the nature of a compromise. 
He had originally applied for a 
raise from “BB” to “AA,” the high- 
est classification. 


WALLACE’S NEW LOOK 
IN CONVENSH ACCOMP 


Philadelphia, July 20. 
| Henry Wallace’s Third Party 
will blaze new trails in convention 











music when it meets here this 
week-end. GOP and Democratie 
parleys sperted 60 piece brass 


bands under the guidance of such 
w.k. maestri as Meyer Davis and 


Howard Lanin. Wallace’s con- 
vention will feature a dance 
orchestra. 


Tony De Simone, local pianist, 
has recruited an orchestra of jazz 
| band format, most of the musi- 
cians coming from the hep WCAU 
, unit. 
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_Wednesday, July 21, 1948 


VARIETY 








¢ 


+ Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


Thirty songs’ ef the week (more in case of ties). based on the 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music 


Broadcast Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Re- 


search, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatmamn, Director 

Survey Week of July 9-15, 1948 
A Fella With an Umbrella—7“Easter Parade”... ... Feist 
A Tree In the Meadow On... ES gee eet Shapiro-B 
Baby Don’t Be Mad at Me..... .....Paramount 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—7*“Melody Time” Santly-Joy 
OS eee ee eee Famous 
Dream Peddler .......... Southern 


Ev'ry Day I Love You . 


ie Harms 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside U. S.A.’ 


Williamson 


J Went Down To Virginia Jefferson 
Only Happens Dance With You—*: “Easter Parade” 

It's Magic—*“‘Romance On High Seas” 

It’s You Or No One ............ 5 a Remick 
eee eee ere eee eee Leeds 
Cn bo Sawer's vie cit eda've 010s Leeds 
wate Wittn Gsee . 6.52. ccs .vs. BVC 

Love Somebody ................ ce cercvcccceoses MrOmer-w 
ae eee ee. United 
OR TENNER Ta, SAREE bo HSIIN boo 004% 0 dees eos Burke-VH 
SS Ae ee re, ee es ee Leeds 
NR EEE ne ae ye LaSalle 
Put 'Em In a Box—7“Romance On High Seas”...... Remick 
Rambling Rose ............ Laurel 
Rhode Island Is Famous For You—*“ Inside U.S.A.”. Crawford 


. Duchess 
Berlin 
.. Miller 
() i Se eae it ......Morris 
Ce ee ne Laurel 


3 Toolie Oolie Doolie ........... ses 
4 


Serenade (Music Played On a Heartstring) +. 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby—7“Easter Parade’... 
Takin’ Miss Mary To the Ball . 


C. K. Harris 


When the Red Red Robin Comes Bobbin ne: - 7 Bourne 
| CCT reer ee eee .... Leeds 
Moe Camt BRE Tre BGOE once ce cee eecccan Biltmore 





The remaining 20 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 
Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


ck oon tied Ns she tH aso bbs 0s. ewes Shapiro-B 
Baby Face eden deh gils oe, Pow eek abs aca AE RE SOS Remick 
Better Luck Next Time—** “Easter Parade” reese es Feist 
Caramba It’s the Samba | Shae . Martin 
I er a a. Sirs ley alts a ka bdo b'b O04 RG Mellin 
EEE Sg ge ee Re Oxford 
Don’t Blame Me ..... Oe ee ee 
Dream Girl—7“Dream Girl’ Re ob hace Aeebetn 6 ako Gate Ba Famous 
ME FATS e kb Riek Gece cas cave ..Miller 
OS a a peer eee . Mills 
tee he aca el aE i a a nr .Jay Dee 
I a a diskette ew tae Leeds 

I'd Give a Million Tomorrows oe ee Rely en) ce Oxford 
I'm Looking Over a Four Leaf Clove -. ae ee ee Remick 
ge es Sh. a er re ee rer Robbins 
It’s the Sentimental Thing To Do ............... Fisher 
URE I I oo cng Scooby. cece ckcc 00 Pek ha wena es Advanced 
Last Thing I Want Is Your Pity.............. .. Morris 
gs EE Aa a Broadcast 
Love Of My Life—j“The Pirate” ................. T. B. Harms 
ES Ee, ee ers re rere Goldmine 
ee CS Fg has os i's 6 abs avec osnene 666500 eee 
What's Good About Goodbye—i“Casbah” ........ Melrose 
You Call Everybody Darling ..............-..0++: Mayfair 
sg CR NS eS err er rir Tair Miller 
ee het RE 40 2 ae a rer .. Marks 





* Legit Musical. t Filusical. 
aad iataddadnata tad taatntatntnd tatiana niin 





SIG BUYS PAT TERRY DISKS 


Signature Records has taken 


Gazley Joins Alexander 


Al Gazley, who did not shift with | . 
the Mus-Art agency personnel to Over seven sides cut by Pat Terry 
General Artists Corp. jast week, for the Famous label prior to the 
joins Willard Alexander’s agency »an. 

Aug. 1, in New York. He will assist Etchings will be marketed both 


Alexander in boeking locations. as singles and as part of an album. 
—— 














: Just Concluded Ten Weeks | 
ARCADIA BALL ROOM, NEW YORK 


| TOMMY RYAN 


and His Orchestra 
Currently (July 17-30) 
‘PALISADES PARK, N. J. 


BRIGHTON BEACH, N. Y. (AUG. 3-16) 
ALBION HOTEL, ASBURY PARK, N. J. 
Starting Aug. | 




















SIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JO€t ‘cle -e14: Pres 
14S Fifth Ave. New York 22 


PL. 9.44600 


—— SSS 


203 No. Wabath 
Chicage 





























Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“Woody Woodpecker” 





e 
: 
Witmark 
2 
{ 





The Top Favorite 


MY HAPPINESS 


Lyric by Betty Peterson Music by Berney Bergustiae 
All Materiet Aveileble 


BLASCO MUSIC, INC. 





122 Baltimore Rants City. ae 








Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“You Can't Be True, Dear” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Woody Woodpecker” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Woody Woodpecker” 
British Best Seller 
“Galway Bay” 


Duke Ellington Banned 
From Albert Hall By 











London, July 13. 
Duke Ellington was told 
week that he had been banned by 
the church authorities of Notting- 
ham from performing in the city’s 
main concert hall on July 16. When 
efforts were made to book the Not- 
tingham Albert Hall, the only suit- 
able building, impresario Harold 
Fielding, who is organizing Elling- 








Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


— Total 


Bana otel r ringed Week on Date 
Dick Jurgens**.... Waldorf (400: *“S2) -«» 6 3,195 18,765 
Skitch Henderson. . Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1. 50). 2 1,300 2,745 
Ray Eberle*.......! Jew Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) ... “10 1,310 13,685 
Guy Lombardo.... Astor (700; $1-$1.50) ......... . 8 358 31,136 





* New Yorker, ice show. 


** Dick Jurgens replaced Monday (12). 








Nott’ham Church Execs 


| 


this | 





ton’s concert tour of British cities. 
was told that the hall was not avail- 
able. 


The Rev. Frank T. Copplestone, 
minister of the Albert Hall Mis- 
sion, said that no booking had been 
accepted and there could be no 
question of any cancellation. 

“An inquiry was received from 
Harold Fielding’s office as _ to 
whether the hall would be avail- 
able,’ Rev. Copplestone said yes- 
terday. We felt it seemed hardly 
the standard of concert we liked to 
have in the hall, which after all is 
our church and Fielding was in- 
formed that the hall was not avail- 
able. 

“This is a Methodist church and 
not a public hall, but the demand 
for good class concerts in Notting- 
ham is such that the Albert Hall is 
generally available for them. 


to éxercise discretion as to what is | 
put on. Our object is to make it! 
available for civic and social func- 
tions and high class concerts.” 

Duke Ellington commented: “I 
have played in church halls all 
over the U. S. and frequently per- 
formed in Carnegie Hall. I play 
everything from modern folk musie 
to symphonies. I have every re- 
spect and reverence for anyone’s 
religious beliefs, but it is nonsense 
to suggest that my music is in any 
way irreligious and I cannot con- 
ceive why I am not acceptable to 
appear at Nottingham.” 

Harold Fielding, who is organiz- 
ing the tour, said: “I was amazed 
when I heard I could not have the 
hall. Ellington’s visit to Britain 
has been the most succesful I have 
ever managed. He is such a draw 
that I have had to alter the whole 
program to give him more time on 


ithe platform.” 





Upbeat 


New York 


New York Public Library shifted 


indoor disk concerts, which were | 
run all winter, to outdoors in Bry- 
ant Park; they’ll be done daily. . 
Leeds Music found another sleeper 
hit in Claude Thornhill’s “For 
Heaven’s Sake.” Columbia disking 
_.Dave Dennis forming new or- 
chestra...Edmundo Ros, British 
Latin-American maestro, here from 
London...Sammy Kaye donated 
12 radios to Halloran hospital, war 
vet institution; prizes on Kaye’s 
Chesterfield “So You Want to Lead 
a Band” show, incidentally, have 
pyramided to $12,000 in value... 
Milt Krasny, General Artists v-p., 
will come east in a few weeks while 
Tom Rockwell, prez, goes west. 
Jack Spina ne at Lew Leeds Music. 


Sewell 


Bob Crosby Orchestra playing 
Palace theatre, Columbus, July 19- 
22. and then RKO Palace, Cleve- 
land, week of July 23 . Million 
Dollar theatre will pair Interna- 
tional Sweethearts of Rhythm and 
Joe Liggins combo week of Aug. 
'17, Red Ingle combo set for July 
(27 stanza... Following date at 
Million Dollar. Ingle group goes to 
Zamboanga nitery for an indef 
stand Leonard Sues’ new crew 





inked for July 23-Labor Day stretch | 
Miguelito 


at Del Mar hotel . 
Valdes’ band set for two weeks at 
Del Paseo, Santa Barbara, Aug. 18, 
Valdes will add a dance team and 
| get $3,250 per week for the engage- 
ment . 

after 

| Stands. 


series of midwest nitery | 


Chicago 


George Olsen ‘Beachwalk, Edgewater Beach; 
but still sock 12,000. 
Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 


Monday (12) cut take, 

Florian ZaBach ‘Empire Room, 
cover). 
4,000. 


Second week of new summer revue doing fine biz. 


$1.50-$2.50 min.). Rain 


Excellent 


Los Angeles 


Shep Fields-Frankie Laine (Ambassador, 900; 


abs. - 


Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). 


$1.50-$2). Solid 2,900 


Good 2,750 covers. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). 


bistro packed. Boff 6,300. 


Henry King (Trianon; $1-$1.15 min.). 


picked up fair 8,000. 
Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; 
| 2,600. 


7,800 callers. 
takers. 


dancers. 


$2.50 min.). 


Desi Arnaz (Casino Gardens B., Santa Monica, 3rd wk.). 


Frankie Masters (Aragon B., Santa Monica, Ist wk.). 


Danny Thomas keeping 
King switched to southside and 


Building right along. Brisk 





(Los Angeles) 
Buddy Rich-Helen Forrest (Palladium B., 


Hollywood, 2nd wk.). Poor 
Poor 2,800 
Powerful 7,500 





GAC’s Talent 0.0. 


General Artists Corp. is now hot 
after new artists ‘since it acquired 
fresh manpower in the deal which 
brought into its sales force the 
personnel of the Mus-Art Agency. 


'Agency has been approaching in 


che past week or'so a number of 
unattached, and attached, artists 





Red Norve back in towr | 


with a view toward aligning them 


“This is no judgment on the |Under the GAC flag. 
proposed performance. We do not | 
wish to reflect adversely on this ‘strengthening and enlarging its 
type of concert, but we still have |tajlent roster are not being doge, 


Action in the direction towards 


however, simply because of the ad- 
dition of Russ Facchine, Jack Whit- 
temore, Lyle Thayer and Howard 
|Christensen, the exMus-Art men. 
There’s television to be considered. 





M-G-M MAKES 1ST 
DISK SINCE AFM BAN 


Hollywood, July 20. 

M-G-M Records last week made 
its first recording since the appli- 
cation of the American Federation 
of Musicians disk ban. It cut Art 
Lund with harmonica backgrounds, 
doing “You Call Everybody Dar- 
ling” and “Hair of Gold.” 

Ever since the ban, M-G-M has 
observed the AFM ban, partly be- 
cause of its affiliation with Metro 
films, and partly because anything 
it required could be gotten from 
England, a source of material for 
all major disk companies cures 


recent months. 
eats 
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4. No secret tabulations. 
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mentals. 


Is FREE 
(This Friday—July 23) 
To Pains the Following Facts 


1. It starts a song faster. 


. It shows where and how your song is played. 


The R H LOGGING 
SYSTEM 








. It gives a true valuation to every plug. 


. All information available at all times. 


. Vocal renditions score higher than instru- 


7. All our staff consists of recognized music 


men. 





Our Fee will i be $50.00 a month. 


MORTY KEIT 
Gen. Mgr. 
Circle 7-5197 
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Levant Tops Gershwin 
: H’ wood Bowi Concert = RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS | — For Dollar-Hungry Eng. 


This Year, Says PRS 




































































































































































GORDON JENKINS (Decca) in Tribute to a Great 
American 


11A 19 “Maybe You'll Be There”........ ep Se Pa ee oe eee eer 2 See AS 1 17 
T F | q Vy Fr DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
. &: Brees 3 ~*~ eee aes Toa: Se eS ee ee, eee GENERAL 
x AL TRACE (Regent) ae i 
ing” .é Ve i ial Pee ee Bile Ba sie ye 17 


11C 8 “You Call Everybody Darling”... PERSHING 
' 


DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
- Te: ae NO een eer eee are ae Ae Ms. eee 15 
A STORY KING COLE (Capitol) MARCH * | 
| # 13A 7 £“Nature Boy”...... SSO Serr. OS ere | | ere 
DICK HAYMES Decca) . 





e e 
With Chopin Encores' VasEFY 4 ihe 
Hollywood, July 20. RIET TY 8 ele & | _ London, July 20. 
The iady was indignant. : Survey of retail disk best wa 1a & ~ Harold Wilson, president of the 
“He plays beautifully,” she de- sellers, based on reports ob- © aie! @ o 5 Pn 'Board of Trade, was told by Leslie 
clared, “but I don’t think even tained from leading stores in By} 313/§/0 ae Seok Boosey, chairman of the British 
Oscar Levant has the right to play 12 cities, and showing com- S w ala) & ole) elsi= e [Performing Right Society at a 
Chopin as an encore at a George parative sales rating for this 1 BI aolelsl €12/1316/2 1] @ | S o iluncheon in London, July 15, that 
Gershwin Memorial Concert.” and last week. on - Ol ele] ee] € sivleleltls z the “export” of British music had 
; | Ww > = 
Thus the Hollywood Bowl’s fifth apeeeercesinancicnee 3 S|} o18i18i 5 c -| 8/5) x le A | |resulted in foreign income this 
Gershwin memorial ended. Record 1 0| & 5 = §)°/& 718 | | s i of $500,000. 
crowd of some 21,000 people had | e [| 2l¢cz sl/zeian|]@]. 2 | Wilson said that despite the 
been more or less disappointed | National Week Ending || & O12 : = ed | nals h is P greater use in dollar and other hard 
anyway by the programming. Last | Rating - l Do}? ] v 7 g ] & © | ‘currency countries of British songs, 
two years, under the batoning of | July 17 S A | @ - f . 3 © s os | = A | films and compositions the volume 
Paul Whiteman, program had | : . 4 © a | <4 S i wl = e - | N iof such two-way traffic was still in 
leaned heavily on the more popu- This Last : oielisisi8| §/8laigifiials T favor of compositions coming into 
oe Gershwin melodies — oay | wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZI OIL AliMial DIRIODInIZAILO p= Ss this country. He urged greater at- 
amiliar songs from musicomedy ae tention to export. 
hits. This year, with Leith| KAY KYSER (Columbia) “It is a ae of some pleasure 
. Stevens conducting, only the ex-| 1 1 “Woody Woodpecker”. ..... I 5 1 mr ras a ee. to me,” said Wilson, “that on my 
pected “Rhapsody in Blue” and | K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) last visit to America I found that 
arrangement of the “Porgy and | 2 2 “You Can't Be True, Dear”...... wero ©) oe. Ss 2isB. 2 64 works of art and particularly pop 
Bess” score could be considered | DICK HAYMES (Decca) - songs produced in this country 
close to Gershwin’s pop catalog. 3 "4 “Little White Lies”. ........... Or a Sa os ee were in considerable use, particu- 
Levant’s encores, which teed off | SPIKE JONES (Victor) = larly in U. S. ‘juke boxes’. I appeal 
a home-going controversy, _ came | 4 3 “William Tell Overture”..... we i é eae Se fs. a 42 to everybody to exploit our music 
after he had concluded a brilliant- | ; _ - | to the very fullest possible extent. 
ly executed “Rhapsody.” After | BLANC-SPOR TSMEN (Capitol) | “Tf would not deny that American 
several bows, he repeated a few 5 14 Woody Woodpecker”. .~......... .. 6... .- | Le ee i --_-:: 35 ; tunes are very good. I think it 
chords of the Gershwin piece, but DORIS DAY-B. CLARK (Col) | would be very wrong to restrict the 
but the crowd demanded more. Af- | 6 5 “Love Somebody” eh Tre Sk ee . rer mt es Sar a: eee 2 29 lflow of American popular musie ; 
ter a few moments, however, the | "PEE WEE HUNT (Capito aes jinto this country but we must not c 
encores began. First ‘“Mala- | 7A 9 “12th St. Rag”....... isa ORY Biisvwseeia® 8 1c te ec MD je. RD PO. Oe ee overt Atel 
guena,” and when that didn’t sate | JON-SONDRA STEELE ore tae }can ‘n this country merely because 
the overflow crowd he tried some | “ | it is American, 
A “¥ ; 3 7B 5 My Happiness” ................ > ie Gone eae Ie, be 7 oe Tae a 23 
Chopin, Clair De Lune and | ; | “Don’t let us take everything 
eventually “Good Night Ladies” to | PIED PIPERS (Capitol that comes out of Tin Pan Alley and 
chase ’em home. By that time, the | 8 7 My Happiness” . ees es 2 88 FS everything that comes out of Holly- 
controversy was on in full force. ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) wood and give it an automatie 
Kap. 9 it “My Happiness”.......... we ae Tha oT Oe ae Res Pee el 21 priority over everything British.” 
| PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
Te” ek 2 Aen Baan Oe epee Pee 
| 
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~<) 
- 
° we 
ose 
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The March Always Associated 
With His Long Military Career 






































4 ‘13B .. “You Can’t Be True, Dear”...... Te ee Le, ee ee, Band Arr., Piano Solo Available 
~ ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) Te vk MILLS MUSIC, INC. | 
LAUREL MUSIC CO. |] 14 6  “Toolie Oolie Doolie”........... SEN Le or, Sener 1619 Broadway New York 19, N.Y. ; 
TEX BENEKE (Victor) - ( 
1619 Broadway 15A 10 UAE TIN ail 5 eee ke SD «<a 27ers! ee ee 8 
. — FEATURED BY THE 
New York | 15B = Hooray ee? BM og ioe hs 6 08's ee ee é.° o% a2 3 ce ‘¢ 3 THREE SUNS (VICTOR) 





VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 


| “Maharajah of Magador”...... Ta ae eee Pree ay Cee eee a 8 
TOMMY VALANDO ROSETTA HOWARD (Columbia) Mi IN 


















































15D .. “Ebony Rhapsody”.............. PE SRE OT Po Eee METS PO ee 8 
KING’S WAY SYMPH. (London) . ; 
————————|) 15E .. “Fiddle Faddle”...../.......... (cE Re eee eT ae ee ae LOVE CAN T 
: SPORTSMEN (Capitol) ‘ mam 
Sound-Equipped 15F .. “You Can’t Be True, Dear”...... heh ca Ate ak Sad Poe eee 8 
MOTOR COACH PERRY COMO (Victor) 
|) he —mnnnine:.. eee ses ae ee ema 7 
FOR SALE TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
: 16B .. “What’s Good About Goodbye”... .. .. .. .. .. 4%. A ar 7 EDWIN H. MORRIS & CO. 
$ , t r, . 
waeea! Sreoliinal Detiadetely seman ART MOONEY (M-G-M) All Material Available 
Ww hite Metor Coach sendy See your 16C 15 “Blue Bird of Happiness”........ ‘CAA Ris Laelia at oe Se we OS ee 7 
iT Beaat " r 
fitted,” roomy for ‘comfort and plenty TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) a. 
Vial agenrencegiailerts ah sean, Rew 16D MisSissippi_Mud” a ek ee ee 7 Featured in M-G-M's 
1 2 3 4 5 "BIG CITY" 


and complete public address system 
ith t d built in s k 
Body rebuilding alone cost $6,000; FIVE TOP PROGRESSIVE SONG HITS OF ‘ail EMPEROR WALTZ | AiBUM NO. 3 | MASTERPIECES D ONT 


Body rebuilding alone cost $6,006 
sound system cost $4,000. Our client JAZZ TIMES Bing Gade dé sitah én ia 
enn wtler 


i i ‘al bargai rice; 
will cousider lease proposition. ALBUMS Stan Kenton (7 Albums) 
mas — — SE BLAME 


“CALL, WIRE or WRITE 


& ‘ 
TRACY-LOCKE, CO., INC. P 
1307 Pacifie Avenue Rao fume pil Gehend sey 1's Bes ers Form Jonie Taps Prowls 
DALLAS, TEXAS 24 for four week. Band now is on 
| one-nite trek up and down coast. M ° Co With BMI Ai d For Jolson Pic Tunes : 
—— — USIC ° | Jonie Taps, coordinator of music Music 
Cavalier Music, a new publish- a ———— a is due east J eee 
ing firm formed by three former |/@ter this month. — HU 
CAN YOU / M AGI! N E ? contactmen, went into business in} He’s bent on buying songs for IMMY Mc GH 
. New York last week. Bob Baum- | S¢ in the next Al Jolson film, due ROBBINS 
Yes, can you imagine a “nobody” imagining that he might write a good || garten, Mickey Glass and Jerry to roll in the fall for Col. : 
Lewin established the company Via | 


— vet ot hah Taos me 'S0 youre of trying to even “imaging” | might. deal with Broadcast Music, Inc. 
























































are reissuing platters of the tune. 


"I Can Imagine" om 


I can imagine an Angel being jealous of you 


4 And I can imagine a rose being jealous ‘too A GREAT 


I can imagine the delight 
is Of the stars at night j 


How you must thrill them with your loveliness RHYTHM BALLAD. 


How they must envy the breeze each soft caress 


e 
Oh, I can imagine a miilion things, I guess 


‘ But I can’t imagine what I would do, if you - 

Should say our love was thru i: 
For I can’t imagine, Just can’t imagine » “This one is stepping ovt fast. Gent 

What I would do, without you. , @nd it looks like one of the prin eg teat pene 
P. S. STALLINGS BOWIE, TEXAS LONDON RECORD #238 


Notice: This Ad, Title ond Lyric Are Being Copyrighted OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
Became ef Contacts Made This Will Be Last Ad for Awhile 1619 Breadway, New York | 











If you publish songs or write music, and think this might "do" if it had || which is backing them on a per-| | &” . P A UI, B R k N N E f PI ° 
music I'd be glad to know it. .}| formance arrangement. : an CK § ° 
BMI handed over to the trio Be (WAAT’s Fa . 

Just a couple of excerpts from it as | haven't the whole completed fo my “You Walked By,” brought out se mous Disc Jockey) 

satisfaction, and some lines and ideas of it 1 do not want shown at the || Q'iginally by BMI during its radio os 
‘ ne fight with the American Society 
( present . of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers. Disk companies assertedly 
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| De T T 
Scal D l 
La Scala Deal : Ops Org Expands 
Whether Decca Records has | VARIETY S | Boston, July 20 
-ontract Wi 4a Scala | Surve. i j 3) . : ston, July 20, 
signed a contract tng La sgt Py ae ae cee | r glo s & S | Membership in the Massa- 
Opera Co, Milan, Ita vs apo | Pi hi pay ’ . ame 3 O|E u nd |? chusetts Ballroom Operators Assn., 
which disks made by the sini wi rf J } me stores si 12 cities, | & 2/21 = |8i¢2 recently formed here to find ways 
be marketed in this country é segue st snoUu ed comparative sales | ; | ‘ 5 Oo, | % e 3 5 j a = T | of hypoing biz, has spread over 
a source of argument in New York. rating for this and last week. E | 3 - is 1S > | “ * >) & | ch oO such a wide area that a change of 
Guido Orlando, who asserts he j= | Bly | 5 1 els PS 9 w | 3 = | 2 T name became mandatory. Org will 
was commissioned by the La Scala 3 alzaile be | | S S S | = 5/5 ) now be known as the New England 
pricknng* ago to make a . ig lslis isle lPlal sistelsg Ballroom Operators Assn., encom- 
people some time age W re = 8 oma et ot wo | 2 a +9) ass ar a & ini 
deal with a U. S. disker, says that Satine eek Ending ~ lel el es ¥ | 3 | 7 | a 5 |e sia ‘ Sant a ata from Maine to 
> ie eee aw . ati ~*~; 110A i sicgin lelealig i sls . 
terms of a contract have _been Rating July 17 is Pere | & Ss 1 | Z Zi | §| & 0 Arnold Kahn, counsellor and 
agreed upon and that Jack Kapp, a we Sl S| & |e ieig eis Cif, | secretary of NEBOA, cites the pur- 
Decca prez, who left for Europe This Last lp |/ols | Bie Si fin iz ~*| g&| N_= [| )pose of the outfit is to promote 
last week and is to go to Italy as wk. wk. Title and Publisher le |S) 8 | 218 | #1¢|2/s|8|&!|| 1 [friendship and cooperation among 
art of his tour, will sign in Milan. m Mes - FOS FS BE ie IDI Mim ININDIDIS . joperators. And one of the first 
ecca, in turn, denies the agree- " a nares moves will be to try to combat high 
ment, stating that a cable from | 1 1 You Can't Be True” (Biltmore)... 1 1 1 21 1 2 2 #7 #2 2 2 41 412 J)band prices, a primary gripe of op- 
Kapp is its source for the denial. | 2__2 “Woody Woodpecker” (Leeds).... 2 3 4 3 2 i 2 @ 3 YF 3 2 402 |\erators. An attempt will be made 
Orlando claims that after he was 3. 3 “My Happiness” (Biasco)........ 62 22 5 3 8 i 2 3 2 4 of [\° Solve the problem by 8 system 
ae z » deal. conver- 00a hs —— = under which a group of operators 
appointed to make a deal, a 5 Little White Lies” (BVC)....... . 2 8 3.3 ©: 5; Se.  @- ere ‘ 56 ‘would pool resources to buy a par- 
sations with mapp bells — i 5 5 _“Toolie Oolie Doolie” (C.K.Harris) 5 Ser ae 6 6 5 4 4 6 50 J\ticular band for one week's work, 
cot Alviel Bragadin of La Scala. 6 4 “Nature Boy” (Burke-VH)....... 3 5 7 8 6 10 7 9 5 5 45 {|)then route the one combo through 
Terms were formulated which were 7A 6 “Now Is the Hour” (Leeds)...... 8 3 6 yO: ao oe different ballrooms on 8 
e Foi ~~ 7, . ~ : steel ‘divided cost basis. While this has 
relayed to Milan, They proved un- 7B 9 Put Em in a Box” (Remick) ae +s 2 9 3. 2 |been done in the past, particularly 
satisfactory but later were — 8 8 “Haunted Heart” (Williamson)... 7 .. .. 6 9 5 ny 9 . 19 ‘in this area, operators lately have 
and it pecan ter thao * 9 7 “Dickey Bird Song” (Robbins).... .. 8 9 9 10 9 .. .. 10 .. 6 9 18 {/|been booking independently, with 
an t ains appl er Ger "er dines iiiniite no Ge oe eee soli res S 
meet with La Scala heads in Milan 10_15 __ Tree in the Meadow” (Shapire).. .. 4 .. .. .. .. 4 § .. .. 2... 17 wr one gp Peesoryye $ h th 
to formally sign the contract. yj it “Tea Leaves” (Morris). .........- LSE lt RTS RAPER SOS ee INEBOA's list isa wearta troduse 
Deal assertedly calls for Decca|{ 12 .. “Maybe You'll Be There” (BVC).. .._.._.. .. 1... .. .. 8 @ .. .. .. At [lq pin in the State legislature to 
to record La Scala in Milan “with ia “Call Everybody Darling”(Mayfair) .... 8 .. ..... 5 .. .. .. .. 40 10 [legalize Sunday dancing. Some ops 
the most modern equipment.” || {4-—g “Love Somebody” (Kramer-W)... a, wee BG «fare not yet completely sold on the 
Masters will then be shipped here | - idea but the majority are for it and 
for processing and marketing of ‘open sie Se ana i > Ee Ai bee a SN —<—<—<<=<«—= |plans are proceeding. It’s pointed 


out that sports are now allowed on 


Jo Stafford As Disk Jockey| Cummins at New Yorker the Sabbath and dancing should 


not be an exception. 


pressings. Length of the agree- - . 
ment would be decided in Milan; | Mercury Eyes Kid-Disk 
it calls for either five or 10 years 4 9 P| ; aismeia i he 
duration. o Staffor pecomes ai dis & 

Trade With 29c Platters)... “starting today iwed) cn| After 18-Year Absence ee 
: Chicago, July 20. WHN, N.Y., while Ted Husing,| Bernie Cummins, who opened Morgan’s Biltmore Run 

Murphy Vice Edwards sag bag Oo ph ge A regular whirler of the station’s|the Hotel New Yorker’s (N. Y.)| Russ Morgan’s orchestra will re- 

regular kKlaale ne, } acKé on. ‘i ” Ty e |. a es ? SS t, { 

Walter Murphy was moved from pe sear children’s platters to re- vet eke for three | Terrace Room 18 years ago, but|turn to the Biltmore hotel, New 
the parent CBS network into | tail at 29c. Series will be sold in ij ‘ |who hasn’t played a N. Y. spot in| york, Aug. 3. Spot has been played 
Columbia Records last week, as di- | groups of fours and first group will | Miss Stafford takes over the | years, will replace Ray Eberle at by Morgan often in recent years, 
rector of press department. He re-| feature narration by George Mack | evening segments of Bandstand | the Terrace spot July 29. Current anid thie at it be 12: weak 
places Christine Edwards, who had |and a choral group in Mother|the first week, with Skitch Hen-/| ice show holds over with Cummins. an us date Wl € weeks 














held the post several years. — Goose tunes. | derson ee fe Rhersigse Cummins, incidentally, was one | duration. 
ist ite sa icy |Stanzas. Leonard Feather will! of those bands acquired by General} Morgan is now managed by Joe 
Murphy was ssis manager Although no definite sales policy | ; : wm ho: ands { yG ‘ s ne 
tage Rigg oes 9 - r |script and Milton B. Kaye direct.| Artists via the recent deal by|Glaser’s Associated Booking, hav- 


of the magazine division of press | has been made in regard to young- | , , ! ooking, 
information at CBS. He originally | ster disks, several drug and variety | Second and third week subs still | which it absorbed the Mus-Art|ing switched from Music Corp. of 


came to CBS from WEEI, Boston. | chains will be used as test sales! to be set. ; agency. America. ai 


SKYROCKETING 
TO THE TOP! 


























Vocal by Bud Brees and The Galli Sisters—Poem Recitation by Art Mooney 


Backed by SUNSET TO SUNRISE = tom 


(Art Meoney's Theme) . ¥ Ro 










A NEW SMASH SUCCESS RECORD following “CLOVER” and “BABY FACE” 


ART MOONEY 


and his ORCHESTRA 
On MGM Record No. 10207 


MGM RECORDS 
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Kettering and Staff of Fredericks 
Chi Agency Ankle in Coin Mixup 


Tom Kettering, weonee and ae Ramona, Grand Rapids, 


eral manager of Frederick Bro 
agency, walked out last aan Sets Shows for Weekends 
. Chicago, July 20. 


amidst a battle royal that may lead 
Park theatre, Grand 


to a suit for alleged preach of con- Ramona ' 
tract. Resigning at the same time | Rapids. Mich., is restoring vaude 
was Herb Pauley, general manager, | Policy. Frank Taylor, Chi booker, 
and members of the office staff. | is lining up weekend bills starting 
Kettering claims that withholding with Jack Owens, July 20; “Sugar 


of two and a half months’ salary | Chile” Robinson, Aug. 1, and Hor- 
Aug. 8. 





breached contract, which would ace Heidt unit, 
have expired next Dec. 31. When; Also on the agenda are Woody 
B. W. Fredericks, now in charge, SERN ae and Lionel Hampten orchs. | 


was asked by Varrety about this, ; 
he said: “Kettering had a contract | 
when in Hollywood and in New! CAMPAGNONS. POWELL 
York, but not in Chicago.” « How- 
ever, agency is an Illinois corpora- | PAC TED FOR NY. CAP |: 
tion, and presumably contract | 
- pacted here originally would hold,| The Campagnons de la Chanson, 
regardless of Kettering’s ‘location. Gallic act imported mgt yy A 4 
Kettering also showed Vartery Clifford C. Fischer for the it 
letters in which B. W. acknowl-| Piaf show, have been signed for 
Capitol theatre, N. Y. Opening ; 
eged the eam cf S100) to the! date hasn’t been set yet. Act is | 
agency. Kettering stated that Billy | = ~ Raye dp 1T 
McDonald, Walter Stauffer and | slated to return to the U. S. around 
Howard Bruce had made loans to | | October. 
Other Cap 
Dick Powell and Dick Jurgens 


the agency, which were repaid be- | 
fore they left. Kettering was also | 

paid off, with Herb Pauley being |Sometime next month, and Gene | 
the only one left holding notes. | Krupa, Georgie Price and Betty 
Pauley is returning to Lincoln. | Reilly who'll open around Sept. 2. 


Neb., where he owns Turnpike | 
Roy Rogers Rodeo Will 


bookings include | 





Ballroom. His claim will be paid 
off in installments. 

Kettering, Pauley and Joe Musse | | 
wrote B.W. Frederick, when he was 
in Ohio, several months ago that 
they were going to take legal ac- | 
tion unless salaries were forthcom- 


Dallas, July 20. 


A streamlined, fast-paced rodeo 


rere : i will occupy the State Fair arena 
ing. Frederick is said to have dug | Q¢4. y to 34. The contract eslls 


up the coin and paid off. Musse,| fo, a “new, modern and different” 


head of the cocktail unit division, | type of rodeo. Roy Rogers, Repub- 
remains with agency along with | jj. pix star, and Dale Evans will 


(Continued on page 55) | head show. 
The Fair management also an- 
|nounced a Barber Shop Quartet | 
| Day at the Fair set for Oct. 17. 
NICK LUCAS | Under management of the Society 
Now Appearing ' chapters will send quartets for a 
|parade and participation in con- | 
“KEN MURRAY'S test. Fifty other organizations 
|have completed arrangements for | 


|for the Preservation and Encour- | 
fagement of Barber Shop Quartet | 
BLACKOUTS OF 1948” || special. days. 
. “Iee Cycles of 1948” 


| 
| 
| 














|Singing in America, at least 20 | 


will be 


Ei Capitan Theatre ' spotted on Oct. 9 for two and one- 
(half weeks’ run. It will be third 

Hollywood, Cal. | year the elaborate icer has been 
_presented in Ice Arena of the Fair 


| Grounds. 
; 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BUSI- 
NESS.” The Shew-Bisz Gaegazine with 

each $3.00 minimum order. 


Send 1@c for lists of other ——— 
— material, sengs, parodies, 





Plan Circus Museum 
Medina, O., July 20. 

C. Spencer Chambers, Syracuse, 
N.* Y.. nationally known as collec- 
tor of circus data, plans to pur- 
‘chase the former home of Capt. M. 
'V. Bates, in Sé@ville, O., for use as 
a circus museum for exhibit of 
thousands of circus relics and.other 
paraphernalia. 

The owner of dwelling, John 
Bauer, had planned to raze it = 
Steal make way for a modern home. 
sopicenie oes c “ne 5 the project goes through, this will 

PABA smatn be the-third circus museum in the 
; United States, others being at Sar- 
; ¥ 
2060 W. 54th Street, New Yerk 19 bene iL 
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Spark.’48 Texas Fair | 


Chi Bistros, Pix Houses 


Chieago, July 20. 
City revenue from 3° amuse- 
ment tax imposed last January fell 
almost 42°% below estimated take. 


released last 
$873,887. Big- | 





six months, report 
week showed only 


gest drop was in bistro and pix | 


house b.o. 


However miscellaneous taxes in- 


creased, major revenue coming 
from licensing of 2,228 jukeboxes. 


Ulmer Into Versailles 
Makes 3 French Acts 
In a Rew at NY. Nitery. 


| The Versailles, N. Y.. will have | 
|a solid French front dur in the fall 
|and winter season. Cafe has pacted 
ithe Gallic mimic, George Ulmer, 
ito open Dec. 15, at $2,000 weekly. 
He'll be preceded by Edith Piaf, 
|\making a return appearance, and | 
twill be followed by Suzy Solidor, 
also on a repeat date. His stint is 
| for six weeks. 
| Ulmer, a French act of Danish 
|extraction, is one of the top comics 
‘in France who has has frequently 
| appeared in English as well as 
‘Continental concert and _ variety 
\halls. It’s his first trip to America. 
Ulmer and Miss Piaf were signed | 
by Clifford C. Fischer, who leaves 
for Europe today (Wed.) on the 
Mauretania to make another sur- 
vey of Contineautal talent. 


CUFFO ACTS NIXED 








Bill Robinson, vet hoofer, was | 
honored Monday night (19) as the 
No. 1 N. Y. Yankee fan in a cere- 
mony at the Yankee Stadium. The | 
Robinson shindig, however, was 
preceded by a stiff tussle at the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists 





| hich ordered Marty Forkins, Rob- 


inson’s manager, to pay for any 
jacts used in the celebration. 
AGVA reported that Forkins | 
| asked bookers Beckman & Pransky | 
j} to line up six free acts to put on 
|}a show in conjunction with the 
ceremonies. AGVA 


threatened the booking firm and | 
Forkins with the loss of franchises | 
unless this was done. 


ica act, was used. 


game with the Detroit Tigers, re- 
ceived gifts from the officers and 
club members: for 
the team. 





L’ville’s “Teenage Nitery’ 
Keeps Kids Out of Mischief 


Louisville, July 20. 

Alan Stephens, WINN dise 
jockey, is originator of local teen- 
age club idea which is clicking at 
Iroquois Gardens, local outdoor 
night spot. Stephens enlisted Jim 
Lounsbury, WHAS platter spinner, 
and ‘other newspaper and radio 
people, who talked the owner of 
club to. turn it over to teenagers 
every Tuesday. They called it 
“Teen Tuesday.” 


Time.” 
dogs are served and local 
chants are lifting tab for the bus 
transportation for the juves. 
Regular floor show is given for 
‘the kids and acts from other clubs, 
radio stations and theatres. 
Teen-ager program is one of the 
steps that Louisville is taking to 


the project. has been receiving fa- 





‘and civie leaders. 





Baum Ankles Rosen Agcy. 


| Martin Baum, who headed up 
legit and radio departments of 
Jerry Rosen agency, N. Y., for past 
year, has resigned to become affili- 
ated with Jules Ziegler agency, 
also in N. Y. 

Baum in his new berth becomes 
assistant to head of the agency and 
will handle bookings in all depart- 
ments. 


TOLEDO’S ‘WATER FOLLIES’ 
Toledo, O., July 20. 
Sports Arena will get “Water 
Follies of 1948,". which has been 
booked from July 22 to Aug. 1, by 
the Toledo Aquarama Festival. 
Last year’s take 





financed all the other events held 
in connection with the fete. 





Drop 42% in City Tax Tally 


Instead of hoped for $1,500,000 for | 


FOR ROBINSON PARTY | 


. however, or- | 
dered that all acts be paid, and | 


As a result | 
only one act, Two-Tones, harmon- | 


Robinson, prior to the Yankee | 


his loyalty to- 


Later session | 
was changed to Mondays, and the | 
club’s moniker to “Operation Teen- | 
Only seft drinks and hot | 
mer- 


combat juvenile delinquency, and | 


vorable comments from parents | 


from the same | 
show, given in Scott Park Pool, | 


|AGVA Program Comm. May Filibuster 
N.Y. Meet to Clear Mt. Booking Rows 


| 
—-¢# General meeting of members of 
ithe N. Y. local of American Guild 


Femme Circus Aerialist of Variety Artists will be held in 
the Oakwood room of the Capitol 


Has Narrow Escape hotel, N. Y.. on Aug. 3. Confab 
July 20. will be a general report to the 
membership on national convention 
held at the Park Central hotel, 
N. Y., couple of months back. 
Although primary reason for the 
gathering will be to read proposed 
constitution and by-laws prior to 
balloting on nominees by mail, 





Chicago, 
Mrs. Ruth Nelson, aerialist with 
| the Cole Bros. Circus escaped seri- 
/ous injury when her husband, Paul, 
| broke a 50-foot fall in Aurora, IL., 
last week. Latter suffered a broken 
| nose. 

| Nelson collapsed but was revived 


lenty of pyrotecnics on other 

| ent on with trained seal act. |? : 3 . eae 

a ee matters are expected. The AGVA 
Program Committee, incubated 


during the regime of Matt Sheivey, 


AGVA OKAYS FIVE- DAY aeemed —— greg = of Lng 
| . w 1 » - « 
| HAWAIIAN BENEFIT: expianation reg ean oo Bheg Fes 


; ee ga ters. Top on the agenda will! be 
| American Guild of \ ariety lively discussion as to who granted 
| Artists has given okay for U. S. Jack Segal, mountain resort booker, 
| performers to volunteer services tO , waiver on the five-mile limit 
| Hawaiian Rice Relief for Far East; pesyjation for housing and boarding 
| five day benefit series starting July aGyA performers playing these 
|25 in Honolulu. Reps from Hono- spots. Such act on part of the 
\lulu are contacting troupers, offer- aGyA Committee appointed by 
jing roundtrip plane transport, all parent body, Associated Actors and 
progeny during stay in the Hula artistes of America, has reportedly 
iIsles, in return for five free per- caused plenty dissention among 
formances. performers and agents, other than 
| Among those set Segal, who book them. 

jare Benay Venuta, Dissident group does not ap- 


to participate 
Pied Pipers 


| Page Cavanaugh Trio, Andy Rus- | prove this and other acts of the 
sell, King Sisters and Evelyn. 4A’s committee. 
‘Knight. Florine Baile, Hollywood Committee is figured to attempt 


to brush off the mountain contro- 
versy upon grounds that it does not 
belong on agenda of this meeting 
‘and may attempt to have com- 
plainants hold squawks in abeyance 
until after election and then take 
matter before the officers and di- 
irector board. This won't work, 
according to spokesman spearhgad- 


|lulu to background pertormers. 
ing Program Committee, who 
claims his group will filibuster 


Blue’s Boff Aussie Vande citims ‘his ‘er ) 
Tour Hits Melbourne on mountain ‘resorts bookings. 


{rep of AGVA, will accompany per- 
|formers on trek. 


Frank DeVol also will make trip, 
taking with him from here nucleus 
| of six musicians, to which he'll add 
18 members of AFM local in Hono- 














Melbourne, July 6. 

a terrific hit in Ade- 
|laide for the Tivoli loop after a 
|} sock short Sydney run, bows in 
| here next week for a run in vaude 
;revue. Dickers are still going on 
{to have Blue extend his contract 
until September. 

Kathy Barr and Norman Law- 
rence, stars of ‘“Marinka,” which 
| wound up a so-so seven weeks’ run 
/at the Tivoli here for Dave Martin, 
will go into vaude revue under 
_Martin’s banner to round out bal- 
| ance of contract. 


Ben Blue, 





HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Anties’ 
HELD OVER Gith WEEK 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


NEW YORK 
Thanks to LEON LEON! DOFF 


Bela Lugosi’s P.A.’s | Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 











Bela Lugosi, star of chiller pix, | -- 








‘is being set for a tour of vauders | 
‘by the William Morris agency. WILLIE 
SHORE 


He'll open at the Broadway-Cap- 
itol, Detroit, Aug. 29, with the 
Olympia, Miami, to follow on Sept. | 
2 i 
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“Other dates are being lined up | Latin Quarter 
for him contingent upon current New York 
film commitments. 

SAILING 
JULY 20, 1948 
To Open 
SHIRLY 
GILLE ] TE ane RICHARDS 
| In America in Europe 
DIR.: MARK J. LEDDY ALBERT TAVEL 





CURRENTLY 
ty LONDON CASINO, ENGLAND 


| SULLIVAN 


[ MAXINE | 


Personal Management: i 








| . JOE MARSOLAIS 
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Television, Pix Production Slack Soph’s Paris Click — | Darf Mobilize to Comb 
comic ruse e008. |EeTtOrmers Mobilize to Combat 
. : as- 
S Seen Opening More Houses to Vande esses - 
AUGE consicre sna sone are teins Ipdecency Charges Vs. Det. Nite 
eine i rocenio, rie 
= Talent agencies anticipate an + t Fp paar wecently was sold : S 
increase in straight vaude bookings | ‘ 6 Pierre Louis Guerin, operator of | — — + 
in during the coming fall. With top | Hoagy Carmichael Concert the successful Lido. He will secs ° : Detroit, July 20. 
tol na : T ? former spot for remodeling. Chaz Receiver A inted To | Temperament ran riot last week 
ab names unavailable and with ma- our Starts Sept. 24 |Chase is currently standout at th ° P . las performers and censors clashed 
he jority of name bands failing to pay H Chicago, July 20. | Lido but goes to Cannes for sa Adjust Chi Nitery Hassle at a three-day liquor costniation 
“= off consistently, agents belicve that |, 0469 Carmichael’s one-nighter | Weeks Soon, with Charlivels, acro- Chicago, July 20. /nearing of charges that entertai 
pl, the course of many future vaude=| Wein He, = open at Butler | dancing act, substituting. ‘ om Elmer Schanckenberg in | enaael staat: 19 “" nee ge: val 
lle operations lies in the straight |, .., US, tndpis., Sept. 24. hi circuit court, last week ap | ite Bly | gg poe 
he a aay. pony * by Al Borde, Chi booker PI Lif 7 pointed a receiver for the Singers prvemnigy: rs in 4 A ow The ses- 
ed ¥ r ; | Will hit large-seater halls and the- Rendezvous, northside bistro. Part-|S!0MS are being held in Lansing, 
am i pol cee aor wes an nee eng see will fol- aster t On ners Ralph Guzzo and Renato Nelli ie wes ng es — 
il, yee ait oe e OF | low with dates at Milwaukee, South ° are waging battle for control of |'" “Ne next ew weeks. 
4 on boll pag ad pond Bend, Des Moines and Chicago at Cly de Beatty Circus nitery. | Almost 100 witnesses, including 
A aetentt hot po ore deities até ‘ae Civic Opera House., Group then Wh ze e Leo Bartoline, receiver, will try |e¢mcees, dancers, singers and com- 
- *y marked as those dependent on swings east to Toledo. Pittsburgh, en Ciaim Is Paid and work out equitable deal. jics have made statements in an- 
¥. as p and Buffalo, winding up" Oct. 10. ASE 5 jswer to charges by police censors 
~ pames. | Original start was set for Mon- Wi a polis, July 20. ithat their performances were 
in For example, the Capitol, Wash- |treal, but date was cancelle: h Sree Dene de ee io jnaughty. Among them were Paul 
- ington, which uses non-name |permit Carmichael A —_ > a mw circus, including eatre ut orit |Gilbert, Club 509 emcee; Mrs. 
wa shows, has been grossing $20,000 | ter European date. li ee ee es oe Dorothy Barbero, owner of the 
4 weekly, The Roxy theatre, N. Y.,| ee eee = — nine Bowery and Charlie Carlisle 
. ently completed a 1 ‘ and z 1€ tenis at Winona, meee and f , , 1 
; | A Ried mina near here oir su] Cuts 25G Melon | 8 oe 
- isn . rsa j e Olmsted (Minn.) ' 
ig duction. Pina are several other ents rotest County Agricultural Association Page Beir gplbcnine ge sng x: 
: that ke roughout the country against the Standard Circus Corp ” oo [ey were: mot warned ‘by pours 
e Sent ggg on similar policy _ ; the show’s owners, for breach of | that anything was amiss with their 
y eagle AA io oe Co contract. After the evening per- 4 arl QS | displays. They said any complaint 
c The majority of these houses, it’s | i] lermon S formance, however, the circus paid Peo S pave brought nee 
ly — Ye have been running this | |$300 to the plaintiff and the writ; Theatre Authority, at a recent bm orapigans of objectionable fea 
Z type of show for years. Spending | of attachment was quashed, per- | meeting, cut up a $25,000 melon for —~ 
n . op Ree of enone and frequently /mitting show to appear in Red |the relief funds of the various stage Others asserted the police read 
ess. During that time, they’ve had ep acemen | Wing, Minn., the next day onj|unions and theatrical charities. meanings into the language and 
> A ghar d to _— gy so schedule. The $300 was in settle-| Those getting equal slices of it performances which were not 
e e public expects only aver- B , ment of the suit. 7 ; there. Said one: “It was all in 
Spe : , enn “ AA are Actors F Sté : : ” 
age entertainment so long as its | py Phil, pon rng SS The Olmsted association charged |Relief Fund Se einen tcndar ee their own minds. 
rt good: | for Veterans Hospital Cam s er that the circus broke its contract |riety Artists, Screen Actors Guild Drive to clean up nitery shows 
)- With five-act bills, houses never | has resulted in py ses of Seedadia to appear at Rochester, Minn., on | Episcopal Guild, Jewish Theatrical | WS Started by Police Commission- 
“ ~ the highs ae — of those us-| from vaude bookers and yoy See —. at sare dates a7 at | Guild Actors Equity, Chorus Equity, |¢", Harry S. Toy in cooperation 
ing expensive acts when available. me ‘vere he ee ‘ e contract had pro- | Negr i “ican | With Liquor Commissioner Har 
\- For example, the RKO theatre, ceca Bnet Re rie _ vided that the auspices was to re- Guild of Musical Artists janeteah Henderson, All Detroit complaints 
or has done around $70,000 ing an able job, was tonatal his the first 7 000. ticket sales after |Federation of Radio Artists, Au-| Vicit tm ithens GGk tek toe 
i- meat mek ue a ae be = selection of talent and knew the "Gols Cass League Pan ane top Renee with 14. The other fiv or ar 
‘ $20,000 po - nigh pcieed — vaude industry. of New York Theatres. pre siniom e were out- 
‘ eae bill. | Piermont was notified last week AUTRY RODEOQ’S MILD Said Cl ow 
. “ ood gm “4 ti ee tr, a ~ Bo yaco Simon, heading the Joe E. Lewis has been pacted | to rechaoaie’ haps snapin: i ohaa 
: e of prob- setup i y ’ . 
r Pe cetates aed” mace ee | setup in New York, that he START AT UT A for the Beverly Country Club, New |the testimony will adequately tell 
“ : cline in| was being replaced by Lampkin as O i 
film production, because of the for-| of Aug. 4 on the grounds that . i : ee the sety, ORS onshie We SS eases 
eign situation. It’s also felt that | Si Salt Lake City, July 20. Copsey and Ayres into the Piping |the proper remedy for protection 
x ; that | Simon wanted someone more fa-| G A ? i 
- many houses will eventually have | miliar with the Veterans Adminis satnel on a yore ye ee See, Sa S Ge peiite 5 nian, 
to buck the competition of televi- | tration and th y i : wy mg sce 95 - — 
: 7 ; vi- e Army special serv- | State Fai y 
revel by ae live entertain- | ices setups. Lampkin, who served damted’ at te ka ee AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 
pe > hs the things that can- with the Army special services as | solid start on the advance sale. As 
go en in the home. a lieutenant-colonel and was at one | of the end of last week top price 
Agencies feel it would be a cinch _ time house band leader at the |tix were moving slowly, with the mn 
oy open,up additional playing time | Capitol theatre, Washington, was | main action on general admission. VICTOR 
if more attractions became avail- | felt to have these qualifications. Sock reception of the University A “NATURAL” PAVORITES 
able. However, it’s felt that it | Piermont served with USO Camp | Theatre’s “Show Boat’ may be re- 
ge be foolhardy to attempt such | Shows for five years, heading the | sponsible for the situation. FOR 
pe Fro mary if policy could not be Chicago office before being 
ained. 
eee ee Se eae el |. SU eee eee pipes 
|was a vaude booker and was with} poppy B yr oe July 20. All Major Networks, 
THE WHOLE COCK-EYED | "i. stsiog bout camcten| gh Bee, i gan Sen | een od Sa 
, Anan these ~ objected to ie el = e Heine Shows U. 5. and Canada 
the dismissal was Hymie Goldstein, : : Personal Direction—ED KIREEBY 
WORLD WANTS T0 LAUGH / | president of the Associated Agents PP Sy ot yg a ° 2008 RKO Baliding, New York 20, N. ¥. Circle 6-9366 


(of America, and many vaude 
‘agents, who wrote a round-robin 
letter of protest to Simon, Abe 
Lastfogel, VHCS president, and 
| Lawrence Phillips, member of the 
| VHCS bvuard. Various members of 
/the bookers’ committee, consisting 
of talent inkers of the various cir- 
‘cuits also sent letters of protest. 
A VHCS spokesman declared 
/that Simon, at the time he was 
hired, was given carte-blanche in 
the running of the setup. Conse- 
| quently, they could not interfere 
in his handling of personnel, inas- 
‘much as Simon is solely respon- 
sible for the success or failure of 
-VHCS shows. If at the end of a 
reasonable time, there is a break- 
down of VHCS services, then 
Simon's actions could be reviewed 
by the VHCS board. 











No Giggles... 





A Great 
Entertainer! 





Sparkling with 





Audience Participation 


Beautiful Gifts 
and Sur-Prizes! 


BOOKED SOLID 





“Aqua Follies,” a water spectacle, 


Crosby’s Aqua Show 
For L.A. Police Fund 


Los Angeles, July 20. 
Crosby Productions will present 





Refreshing Material! 





Available ‘at Soldiers Field, Aug. 27 through 
AFTER LABOR DAY ‘Sept. 6, with Larry Crosby han- 
e dling production. 
Direction © - | Show, featuring a number of 
CHARLES YATES swimming headliners and emceed 
4 745 Sth Ave., N.Y. C by Nan Grey, will be staged as a 
Fs tie ‘benefit for the Illinois Police Assn. 














Ee Fund. 


GEORGIE KAYE 


Now 4th Week 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 














L BERNIE 


| currently GLENN'S RENDEZVOUS neweorr, xv. 








CONCLUDING JULY 23 
“AL BERNIE is.a fast young comedian who gives out with chatter and song until the 
audience has worn itself out with laughter."—Rabert C. Harris, Cincinnati Times-Star. 
“AL BERNIE, a comedian of increasing note, plunges into a wonderful takeoff on Walter 
Winchell, with a Russian twist. Bernie is a youngster who writes his own material 


which probably accounts for its freshness and individuality." 
—Mary Wood, Cincinnati Post. ‘ 
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course, is the act’s decorative 


effect. 


Slapsy Maxie’s, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 13. . ‘ 
Tony Martin, Wesson Bros. (2),| . Henny Youngman went into the 


dee (‘ Dic}: | Show this week, replacing the 
Peatiles Gnk: Mig); $8.50 week Slates, who had been scheduled for 


days, $4 Saturdays. only one week. Kahn. 


e 








Copacabana. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


The film colony turned out for. 
this opening, to find out exactly 
what made Tony Martin such a! yo, a month, until Aug. 12 when 
sensational click in London. They : vagl adh > See ii 
found out. | Morton Downey comes in for four 

Making his nitery bow in Los! Weeks, followed by Lena Horne 
Angeles, Martin convinced even|;whose incumbency spans _ two 
his most dubious colleagues that| months from Sept. 9-Nov. 3, and 
he’s a boxoffice draw. The guy has | 
an easy delivery and a compelling 


He makes friends before i East 60th street bistro past the 


manner. 
he opens his mouth. And he knows New Year’s excitement, Frances | 
how to sing. |Langford is the guestar. She is 


Opening night jitters had him at | pertly and expertly framed by a 
the beginning. But his tension | variation of the same show which 
eased after a few numbers, his| surrounded the somewhat extra- 
throat relaxed and he began to ordincry Jerry Lewis & Dean Mar- 
pour it on. woe ty got a view |tin and their resouding comedy. 
of a Martin they didn’t expect. Not! And a good framework it is 
just a singer, but a showman. He | too, reprising the same imaginative 
sings. head egeres, ta dees a aied and tastefully ereane eecarien 
i 3a H sy grac mbers song by filliar 
and a smooth line of patter. ‘They | (“May 7 Fold You ‘in My Arms”) 
Beene kos ts bar —— yer = | which ‘or meee gemee ws — 
pred ' S act 1S\causual popular attention, an 
carefully worked out and delivered | holds over the legmaniac Ray Ma- 
an — men Sed at aE — |lone, plus others. Malone sustains 
is 80 b e “Be very, “Te i | his personal impression with a fine 
ene wa 3eguine” or enement | brand of hoofing. 
_ ; y , is the holdover 

Extent of Martin’s click could | piima. Baca saad fa pins mse 
easily have overshadowed the other | bers well opposite Ralph Young, 
two acts on the bill, but judicious | juve, who has succeeded 


~ ; new 
booking has kept the layout effec-| warge Donovan. Like Donovan, 
of _personably rangy 


tive. Comedy spot, for example, | young is 

is handled by the Wesson Bros..| <tature although he has to achieve 
working together again after a long the same authority but that should 
ape shee phe pape pg og: agg em CE with his four weeks at this 
yockful material delivered with|S@"¢ id 
razor-sharp timing. There’s a run- _ Gali-Gali is the new subfeature. 
ning gag used to highlight their | The Egyptian magician, with his 
deft impressions of w.k.’s that gets | Chick-chicks; Is, of course, a sea- 
more hilarious at each hearing and | Soned showman. His fez and native 
lads have an instinct for dropping | North African garb are standard, 
it in just the right place. One part }and his good-humored manner of 
of the routine, a devastating takeoff | getting a couple of audience 
on the eccentricities of Gorgeous | Stooges to work with him surefire 
George, a grunt and groaner in- and never irritating. 

digenous to these parts, that; As fo* Miss Langford, a_ hark- 
reaches new peaks in humor. More back to the Variety files is evi- 
a matter of auld lang syne than} dence enough that she’s the peren- 
anything else is the Charlie Mc-/nial ingenue. Back in '32 when the 
Carthy imitation with Gene sup-/ RKO Orpheum, N. Y., was play- 
plying the voice and Dick the ges- jing vaudeville—as were so many 
tures. -Routine is one the boys) other theatres—she was fresh off 
broke in with years back and while | CBS and WOR radio shows, and 
it’s still funny, it’s greatest effect is! heralded as a Rudy Vallee “‘discov- 


then Joe E. Lewis who takes this | 


a demonstration of the polish and | ery.” 


pacing they’ve acquired. 


| Vallee Varieties on 


(This was in the days of the 
NBC, which 


Beatrice Kraft Dancers, two guys | Showcased so-many others destined 


with the Jack Cole dancers. Rou- 
tines are considerably similar to 
those of Cole’s troupe, understand- 


able since Miss Kraft was once a, Mot E : 
/rising Par pit for her sig. 


Cole partner. She’s an excellent 
dancer in her own right ang part- 
ners give her sock backing for the 
excellent routines. She'd do bet- 
ter, however, in a spot where Cole 
is unfamiliar; he played here only 
a few weeks ago. 

Dick Stabile’s orch, augmented 
for the occasion, makes with some 
extra strings for the showbacking 
and the catgut gets a workout on 
the terp sessions as well. Results 


are very good and ringsiders don't | 


- and a gal, suffer by comparison|to become household names.). In 
. 12 


8 she was at the Broadway Para- 
mount and a “name;” as ‘the re- 
view mentioned the autograph- 
hounds were clambering over the 
Back 
at the Par two years later, with 
husband Jon Hall, it was a 1940 
variatior of the Mr. & Mrs. routine 
—sort of pioneering, in an acci- 
‘dental sort of way, what was to be- 
come a postwar vogue—but again 
Miss Langford was the bulwark of 
the act despite the mascuiine bulk 
of her husband. 

Now in a saloon, her first N. Y. 
nitery date, Miss Langford comes 
to bat with a song repertoire that 





stint when Martin calls for a hand proves she can play anywhere. And 


He deserves it. 
Kap. 


for the batoneer. 


Bill Miller’s Riviera 
(FORT LEE, N. J.) 

Joey Gilbert, The Orlandos (5), 
Tony Bavaar, Romo Vincent, Slate 
Bros. (3), with Fay Carroll, Lane; 
$3.50 minimum. 





-There’s a shortage of really top 
headliners around, and Bill Miller 
is temporarily feeling the pinch. 
The result is one of his lesser bills 
for both playing and drawing 
value. 

The headliners are Romo Vin- 
eent, a rotund comedian with far 
greater ability than his material 
would indicate, and the standard 
Slate Bros. with their spotty com- 
edy, The show’s other act com- 
prises the Orlandos (New Acts), a 
‘group of kids from across the seas 
who do standard balancing and 

yramiding. And there are such 

oldovers as hoofer Joey Gilbert, 
Tony Bavaar, production singer, 
and the line. 

Vincent is a likeable, personable 
eomedian-singer who uses his tre- 
mendous weight as a prop to good 
advantage in his comedy fol-de-ro!. 
‘He amazes with his ility and 
grace, and it’s to his credit that he 
socks across with material that is 
sometimes too involved or over-ar- 
ranged for best effect. Give him 
some really boff stuff with which to 
work and he'll really be clicking on 
all gears, because the guy can really 
sell on personality alone. 

The Slates are doing some ma- 
terial that has seen better days and 
other material that seems new but 

-getter. At the 
to slough building their es vy 
0 ng their routines. 
ee etn Ag whee onam. weew't 
ve an may have 
been u teoee in discouraging their 
, for greater effect. Fay 

( Henry 


; that goes for the London Palladi- 
|}um and/or Casino, or the Conti- 
jnent, in line with the current 
European vogue far extending 
lend-iease in a professional sort of 
a way. 

The Copa is easily the most 
‘sophisticated saloon in the States. 
Its the Palace of the peripatetic 
|Ppayees who seek theig fun in 
/ nocturnal drink & dance spots. If 
| you click at the Copa you car click 
in — Kremlin—and points 
| east. 


_Now blonde-coiffured in attrac- 
| tive polka dot gown which gives 
her girlish waistline full sway and 
display, Miss Langford’s song cav- 
alcade comprises “It’s a Great 
Day,” “It’s Magic,” “But Not for 
Me,” a aot too familiar Irving Ber- 
lin excerpt, “Suppertime,” which 
he originally fashioned for 
Ethel Waters (with a fine takeoff on 
that great colored singing star), 
“Honeymoon Is Over” (with 
oblique plugging for .er Don 
Ameche radio show) and “I Don’t 
ane Why I Love You (But I 
ef 


Requiring no reminder of her 
radio or film background, the 
Ameche reference is fleeting and 
even the perhaps better known 
Bob Hope -ffinity is elided. So is 
the stuff about her wartime enter- 
tainment record, her syndicated 
column, and the like. What comes 


value-only songalog, which she 
sells like cutrate television sets. 
She knows- how to handle the 
mike; her graceful hands in in- 
cidental business thereto; and as 
result holds the room like the 
Braves are @oiding the top of the 
league. 


Another returner is Mike Durso 
and his band, always a competent 
maestro for show. and dansapation. 
Fernando Alvares continues with 
his click Latin dance sets. 





State), of Abel. 


out, instead, is a frank for-face- 3 


Ceceanut Grove. L. A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, July 14. 





(16); cover $1.50 weekdays, $2 Sat- 
| urdays. 





| The Ambassador hotel has come | ;,i,ment list in several of the local | 


bistros, the Morocco comes up with | 


{up with a winner to launch its new 
|summer policy. Emphasis for the 
/remainder of the season, until the 
jreturn of that hardy perennial 
| Freddy Martin, will be on singers 
|rather than bands. First to top- 
| line above a musicrew is Frankie 
| Laine and the song stylist merits 


his billing. 
Laine is attracting a new type of 
| audience to the room and, if open- 


ing night is any indication, may set 
| an all-time high for the spot. At 
| any rate, he’s going to be a tough 


| attraction to follow. First night 


| was the biggest hot season opener | 


‘the Grove has had in some time 
!and the indications are that busi- 
_ness will continue to be hefty. 
Despite an unexpected wait 
caused by management’s de- 
cision to stage only one show 
;on Opening night, first-night 
|ringsiders gave Laine an _ ova- 
tion. Screams of protest greeted 


| his first effort to bowoff and it was | 


|45 minutes before the crowd finally 
| permitted a begoff. By that time, 
| Laine had exhausted his rehearsed 
| material and, in answer to shouted 
| demands, was singing practically 
anything. He has an easy delivery 
and an insinuating style that makes 
for a ready click. Laine intros 
each number himself and the pat- 
ter is wisely handled. Included in 
the routine are a few of lis dis- 
clicks, such as “That’s My Desire” 
and “Shine,” and it’s all wow 
stuff. It’s a homecoming and a tri- 
umphant one for Laine who proves 
conclusively he’s a topnotch at- 
traction, 

Laine works with his pianist, 
Carl Fisher, with the Shep Fields 
| crew providing some backing but 
, concentrating mostly on the terp- 
ery chores. Fields has surrounded 
‘himself with 15 good musicians and 
provided them with his shuffle- 
rhythm arrangements. The results 
are extremely pleasing. Two brass 
provide an occasional sharp con- 





tions which predominate. 
fillip of an accordion maintains the 
style Fields wants to dispense and 
it keeps the customers happy. Even 
the Grove’s good-sized dance floor 
fis kept crowded whenever the band 
is on the stand. Vocals are capably 
handled by Toni Arden and Bob 
Johnstone. Kap. 


Walnut Room. Chi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, July 13. 
Chester Dolphin, Richard Gor- 
don, Don McGrane Orch. (10), 
with Holly Wilkins; $2.50 mini- 
mum; $1 cover Saturday. 





At beginning of °'48 there were 
three dine-and-danceries on Ran- 
dolph street. The Latin Quarter, 
where big names drew big crowds 
during war years, folded_in Janu- 
ary. The College Inn, grandpappy 
of all hotel rooms in Chi, shuttered 
early this month. Sole survivor is 
the Walnut Room, which continues, 
but cautiously, with an orch and 
two acts. ‘i 

Orch opens current bill with Don 
McGrane fronting on violin in a 
well-played Gershwin medley. 
Chester Dolphin’s acro-jugglery is 
served up with patter that’s thread- 
bare at points. Table-holders were 
slow to respond to his warm-up 
gags, but such biz as whipping a 
wayward Indian club got yocks and 
applause rolling. 

Balancing bit has him steadying 
a bottle on the back of his head 
while he handstands to pick up a 
cocktail glass in his teeth and drink 
its contents. Juggler also gets good 
returns via hoop twirling and ball 
bouncing from headstands. Closer, 
a one-hand stand, takes him off to 
okay mitting. 

Richard Gordon's gestures are 
somewhat broad for a hotel floor, 
but the hard-working tenor gets the 
lyrics over to good effect. Offing 
after two show tunes and a trio of 
standards, he returns with a brace 
of Irish songs highly acceptable to 
patrons of this room. 

McGrane orch supplies smooth 
backing. Baxt. 





El Moroeeo. Montreal 
Montreal, July 12. 
Jack Leonard, Dixie Roberts, 
Day Dreamers, Buddy Clarke Orch, 
Hal White Trio; minimum $2. 





Spinning the dial at a happy 

d pounds, comedian Jack 
Leonard clicks all the way with 
the heavy local and tourist trade 
spot. Making his nitery bow here, 
Leonard kicks off with some fast 
patter about how happy is he to be 
in Montreal. Working with a vast 
supply of material and quick on 
the ad-lib, Leonard knows how to 
localize his gags without making 
them too obvious. 

Capitalizing on his weight, 
Leonard makes the most out of his 
Jolson impresh singing “Mammy.” 
A modified version of a soft-shoe 





Frankie Laine, Shep Fields Orch. | 


trast to the reed and string sec- | 
Added | 


| routine follows that gives the ring- 
sider a few anxious moments. Dur- 
‘ing entire 35-minute stint, Leonard 
| maintains a casual, polished drive 
with his material and has to beg 
| off. 

With quartets spotting the enter- 


the Day Dreamers for the vocal 
'sets in the current revue. Songs 
‘range from “Mighty Lak’ a Rose” 
through a spiritual, to a hopped-up 
“Minnie Lou” and ends with the 
/ usual dude ranch version of a 
| boots-and-saddle epic. Three boys 
and a gal make up the team, and 
|eoming straight from radio their 
| work is a bit too slick to garner the 
| plaudits they deserve. Their busi- 
| ness away from the mike is forced 
|} and has little to do with the song 
|they are warbling. 

Held over from last show, Dixie 
| Roberts, the terpsing dynamo, is 
jas energetic as ever. Her work 
|comes through better when dancing 
|and singing with the Wanger line. 
| Music is handled in usual com- 
petent style by Buddy Clarke and 
his band who aiso turn in some 
solid dance arrangements which 
pack the floor between sets. 

Newt. 


Leon & Eddie’s. N. Y. 


Eddie Davis, Harry Prime, 
Jeanne Lawrence, Beverly Arnold, 
Marguerita & Barreira, Litia No- 
mura Dancers (3), Art Waner’s 
Orch; $3.50 minimum. 





It’s no secret that July is one of 
the worst months of the year as far 
as nitery biz is concerned. Some 
boites in town are playing to hand- 
ful of people. 
| Under these conditions, it’s dif- 
ficult for a performer to appear at 
his best. There’s something about 
white space that isn’t conducive to 
bringing out the best effort. Empty 
seats can’t applaud. 

Not so with Eddie Davis, who’s 
able to work any show with the 
same vitality as if the ropes were 
up. Each show sees him doing 
his punching. It’s a fairly difficult 
trick, especially since Davis is the 
| major stockholder in this cafe. 

Under these 
Davis is able to pay a little more 
attention to individual customers 
during his turn. He jests about 
and with the various parties in the 
room, and provides a degree of in- 
timacy that’s not obtainable in the 
majority of cafes. Certainly, the 
payees have a good time during 
these off moments, and all walk out 
of the trap with a feeling of get- 
ting their money’s worth. 

In addition to his bonifacing and 
entertaining, Davis has gathered a 
colorfu: collection of newcomers 
/on the bill. The show accents nov- 
;elty, with the Litia Nomura 
dancers and Marguerita and Bar- 
reira providing the high notes in 
that department. Songs are by 
Beverly Arnold, and Jeanne Law- 
rence does the tap turn. All are 
reviewed under New Acts. Harry 
Prime, the holdover’ emcee, 
handles the introes well and 


| 


gets applause in his own song 
spot. Art Waner’s band show- 
backs. Jose. 


Five O’Clock, Miami 
; Miami Beach, July 17. 
Bertica Serrano, Jimmy Husson, 
George Roos, Nino Yacovino, Ra- 
jeal’s and Peter Herman Orchs; 
minimum $1.50. 





Sam_ Barken, who operated the 
plush Five O'Clock club for years, 
then sold the spot to a restaurant 
group. has taken over the Blacka- 
moor Room in the heart of the 
Beach, rebuilt it into a smart 
nitery. . 

Located in the heart of the busy 
Beach oceanfront, the room is do- 
ing the best biz in town, though un- 
der current conditions “best” 
would mean just a bit better than 
break-even. Barken has installed a 
fast moving little show that blends 
Latino talent for the visiting “good 
neighbors” and Americano for. the 
stateside vacationers. Bertica Ser- 
rano, a fave in this area, is on 
hand as topliner and the dynamic 
little cuban turns in a competent 
sesh_ of songs and hip-weaving in 
the Diosa Costello tradition. Rou- 
tine includes the fast chants with 
the torso twist seshes revealing a 
trim figure. Encores with emcee 
Nino Yacovino in a high-voltage. 
rumba. 

Comedy spot has Jimmy Husson. 
Gableish-looking guy offers up an 
assortment of impreshes of the 
show world greats, some good and 
some fair. Topper is Gable take- 
off. Encores with Sid Caesar 
“Smilin’ Jack” routine which Hus- 
son has been doing for some years 
now. 

George Roos is new to this town. 
Handles his song selling in show- 
manly manner, though choice of 
numbers could stand _ shuffling. 
However, ringsiders give healthy 
palm reaction. Yacovino, local 
“character’ ‘emcees in_ brash, 
hearty fashion. Musical accomps 
by Peter Herman’s unit are okay. 





~ 


circumstances, | . 
;}mount) had a lease on the Alvin 


Normandie Roof, Monit’l 
Montreal, July 14. 


Cass Franklin, Trini & Monolo, Neil 
Golden Orch., Peter Barry’s Band: 
cover weekdays $1, Saturdays & 
‘Holidays $1.50 








Three new acts comprise current 
ishow. They all get off to a slow 
‘start with the tab-lifters but even- 
tually gain momentum to please. 
Trini and Monolo castenet their 
way loudly through Spanish folk 
dances and classical routines. Much 
‘stamping, twirling and broad ges- 
‘turing win ringsider attention. 
| Singers Monica Moore and Cass 
iFranklin teeoff trickily with a 
isweet version of “Remember,” go 
‘into a jump version of ‘‘Alexander’s 
|Ragtime Band” and just when 
ithings are going fine, they can’t 
resist chilling things with “Donkey 
Serenade.” They garner neat ap- 
plause on followup medley and 
“Anything You Can Do.” Gals 
have personality, good voices and 
showmanship to sell them for top 
returns. 
| In contrast to raucous routines 
of most comics the dry wit of 
Georgie Gobel is a refreshing re- 
lief. Working behind king-sized 
; Suitar comic gets off some very 
|good deadpan stories that soon 
ihave the customers clamoring for 
‘more. Best is the dialect routine 
‘on golfers. Follows with a couple 
lof hillbidly tunes to solid returns. 
| Revue and dance music is capa- 
ibly handled by the Neil Golden 
lorch, “with Peter Barry’s hot 
irhumba group alternating on the 
podium. Newt. 








Fox Leases Alvin, Mpls., 
For Burley Circuit Shows 


Minneapolis, July 20. 
Minneapolis will have burlesque 
for at least one more season. Ted 
Mann, head of group owning Alvin, 
has leased it for one year to Charlie 
Fox, who has been operating bur- 
lesque there the past three seasons. 


The Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 


which expires Aug. 31. . In recent 
years they've sublet to Harry 
Hirsch and Harry Katz, local bur- 
lesque ops, who, in turn, the past 
three vears sublet to Fox. A deal 
for the Minnesota chain to buy 
house from Mann group fell 
through. The Alvin, a_ orfe-time 
legitimate roadshow theatre and 
later for many vears a dramatie 
stock house, was acquired by Mann 
and his associates from the estate 
of the late W. A. Steffes. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 20. 

Mayor A. B. “Tony” Anderson, 
manager of Pontiac theatre, greet- 
ed President Romula Gallegos of 
Venezuela, who planed in to bed- 
side chat with Col. Mario Vargas, 
Venezuelan Chief of Army staff, 
who’s a patient at Altavista Lodge. 

Len (Loew’s) Grotte ordered 
back to bed. . 

Walter Romaniks’ latest clinic 
report gives him an all-clear and 
go-home OK. 

George Fee, musician, given all- 
clear to resume work. He’s now 
employed at the Trudeau Sana- 
torium for summer. 

Amazing Mr. Ballantine (Carl 
Kessler) pepped up by surprise 
visit from the Lestas and Wilfred 
DuBois, old-time juggler. Lad ex- 
pects discharge soon. 

Harold Wood, sec.-treasurer of 
Neighborhood Theatre, Richmond, 
Va., vacashing with his frau, Ruth 
Wood, who’s progressing nicely. 

John Eaton, who cured here four 
years ago and now radie announcer 
in Scranton, Pa., in for annual 
checkup and back to work. 

E. C. Grainger, Shea Circuit 
head, accompanied by his wife and 





daughter, shot in to visit Andy 
Grainger. 
“Rube” Bernstein, former bur- 


lesque producer and now company 
manager of legits, checked in for 
rest and observation. 

George Faulkner and frau (Lo- 

retta Munger) in from Albany to 
bedside Jim Wotton. 
- Harry Jackson, ex-alumnus and 
now veepee of the NVA in N.Y.C., 
in for summer fishing vacation and 
checkup. 

Reina Sears and Lorry Doran in 
from N.Y.C. to ogle Ines Groeth- 
ing, who’s progressing nicely. They 
will vacash here all summer. 

Forrest (Slim) Glenn elated over 
improvement and taking course in 
(X-ray) rehabilitation dept. of Study 
& Art Guild. 

(Write to these who are ill.) 





Di Gatanos go into El Rancho, 
Las Vegas, Aug. 4. Pearl Bailey 
follows into that spot Aug. 18. 





Betty Reilly signed for the 
Flamingo, Las Vegas, Aug. 5. 


Georgie Gobel, Monica Moore & ~. 
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LOUISVILLE 


(Continued from page 13) 
Fair $3,500. Last week 
“South 


wk). ; . 
“Buck Privates” (U) and 
Tahiti” (U) (reissues), about same. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) | 


|‘Bad Men’ Rowdy $19,000, 
Frisco; ‘Island’ $21,000 


San Francisco, July 20. 
‘Easter Parade” shapes as stand- 





~All, 


47 





hib nominated by the first 
two 
GFD, he guaranteed, w ' 
poset would be 
all cases. 
Apart from a reference by CEA 
prexy Dennis Walls describing the 


| fact-finding bureau as a “repugnant | 


jand un-British project,” it was not 
| discussed. Most of the hour-and- 


by the tribunals’ decision in 


a-half session was devoted to indie | 


'exhibs raising individual issues and 
|Rank promising a personal investi- 


a4 a »?? « . 9 } ‘gree se f 4 Jati f } ee kPa Ps . 
—‘Albuquerque’ Par) and | Out this stanza at the big Fox but |®@40M Of their charges of high | 
“woman in White” (WB). _Mod- | “On Island With You” is com-| rentals, quota difficulties and 
erate $3,000. Last week, Love | paratively as big at the smaller | Other restrictions. 

from Stranger” (EL) and “Remem-| Warfield. “Return of Bad Men”! Only forthright criticism came 


ber Mama” (RKO), ditto. 


Mary Anderson (Peopie’s) (1,100; 
45-65) — “Romance High Seas 


(WB) (3d wk). Mild 4,500. Last 
week, perky $6,000. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 


65\—“Ghost Frankenstein” (U) and 
“viummy’s Tomb” (U) (reissues). 
Siow $4,000. Last week, “Gung 
Ho” (FC) and “Eagle Squadron” 
(FC) (reissues), excellent $7,500. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)— 
“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO). Satis- 
factory $15,000. Last week, “Em- 
peror Waltz” (Par) (2 wk), fancy 
$11,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Easter Parade’ (M-G). Despite 
hot summer, looks terrific $28,000, 
or thereabouts. Last week, “On 
Merry Way”.(UA) and “Violence” 
(Mono), $13,000. 


Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— 
“Furnace Creek” (20th) and 
“Devil’s Cargo” (FC). Sturdy 


$6,500. Last week, “Seven Sin- 
ners” (EL) and “Sutter’s Gold” 
(EL) (reissues), $5,500. 





four Faces’ Port. Ace, 
$9,000; ‘Express’ $6,500 


Portland, Ore., July 20. 

Big biz is holding up well here 
despite the heat this week. Two 
new films “Berlin Express,” at 
Orpheum, and “Four Faces West,” 
at Broadway are doing well. “Em- 
peror Waltz” is tops among hold- 
over houses. 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50- 
8)—“Four Faces West’ (UA) 
“Here Comes Trouble” (UA). Big 
$9.000. Last week, “River Lady” 
(U) and “Dear Murderer” ‘(U), good 
$7,600. 

Guild (Parker) (427: 50-85)— 
“River Lady” (U) and “Dear Mur- 
derer’ (U) (m.o.). Fair $1,000. Last 
week, “Notorious Gentleman” (UD) 
$670 “Tawny Pipit” (UI) (4 days), 


’ Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Raw Deal’ (EL) and “Open 
Secret” (EL). Okay $4,500. Last 
week, “Big City” (M-G) and “My 
Dog Shep” (SG), dim $2,800. 

Musie Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Let’s 
Live Again” (20th) (m.o.). Good 
$3,500. Last week, “Man In Iron 
Mask” (EL) and “Gentleman After 
Dark” (EL) (reissues). Fair $2,000. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 

peror Waltz’ (Par) and “Big 
Town Scandal” (Par) (2d wk). Day- 
date with Paramount. Big $5,060. 
Last week, torrid $9,500. 
a Urpheum (H-E) (1,740; 50-85)— 

Berlin Express” (RKO) and “Dev- 
il’s Cargo” (Indie). Okay $6,500. 
Last week, “Fort Apache” (RKO) 
and “Let’s Live Again” (20th) (2d 
wk), big $7,600. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
—“Emperor Waltz” (Par) and “Big 
Town Scandal” (Par) (2d wk). Also 
Oriental, (2d wk). Big $11,000. Last 
week, torrid $17,800. 
«playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
Oklahoma Kid” (WB) and “Ad- 
ventures of Marco Polo” (Indie) 
(reissues). Fair $1,800. Last week, 
.Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
Love From Stranger” (EL) (m.o.) 
(2d wk), $2,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 

—““Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay 
$5,500. Last week, terrific $11,000. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 12) 


S sape pA wane (WB) (3d wk). 
’ after 
oo great $12,500 
Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
Central Park” (U) and “Open 
ret” (EL). Sad $6,500. Last 
Week, Romance High Seas” (WB) 
ond Waterfront Midnight” (Par) 
d wk-5 days), okay, $4,800. 





“ 


| also shapes Strong at the Golden 
|Gate. “Emperor Waltz” still is 
husky in fourth Paramount ses- 
sion. 


Golden Gate ( 
| $1.00) — “Return of Bad Men” 
‘RKO). Nice $19,000 or near. Last 


week, “Fighting Father Dunne” | 
| (RKO), $14,500, 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)— 
| ‘Easter Parade” (M-G). Sock 

$34,000. Last week, “Street With 
‘No Name” (20th) (2d wk), oke | 
| $14,500. 


| Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 60-85)— | 
“On Island With You” (M-G). Great | 


| $21,000. Last week, “Wallflower” | 
|(WB) and “To The Victor’ (WB), | 
| $14,500. 


| Paramount (Par) (2,646: 80-85)— | 
|“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (4th avk). | 
Husky $14,000. Last week, big | 
$18,500. | 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Paradine Case” (SRO) (5th wk), 
Steady $9,000. Last week, strong 
$10,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 
55-85) —“‘Central Park’ (U). Dull 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Lulu Belle” 
(Col), okay $14,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 
(1,207; 55-85)—“‘Another Part of 
“Forest” (U) (2d wk). Only $6,500. 
Last week, trim $11,000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 60- 
85)—“On Approval’ (Indie) and 
“Jeannie” (Indie) (reissues). Big 
$4,000 or near. Last week, “Cor- 
ridor of Mirrors” (U) (2d wk), 
$2,700. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 90-$1.20) | 
—‘Henry V” (UA). Fancy $4,500 | 
or: close. Last week, “Over- 
landers” (U) and “The Raider” 
(Indie) ‘reissues) okaay $2,300 at 
15-85c. scale. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—"‘Street With No Name” (20th) 
(m.o.) Nice $5,000 or close. Last 
week, “Lost One” (Indie) (3d wk), 
$3,000. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) ($955; 55- 
85)—‘‘Central Park” (U). Okay 
$5,500. Last week, “Gung Ho” 
(FC) and “Eagle Squadron (FC) 
(reissues) $7,800. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—‘‘Hell- 
zapoppin” (FC) and “Argentine 
Nights” (FC) (reissues). Trim 


$6,500. Last week, “Flowing Gold” 
(WB) and Background to Danger” 
(WB) (reissues), $6,000. 





Rank Vs. CEA 


"—aaan Continued from page 6 





for a battle roval and, when they 
had their opportunity to challenge 
him on his general policy, little 
was forthcoming except matters of 
individual concern. 
Sees Boff B. O. for British Pix 
On the quota problem, Rank re- 
iterated his contention that British 
pictures are now capable of taking 
big money at the boxoffice and 
suggested that their continued suc- 
cess, both here and abroad, might 
eventually lead to the removal of 
all government restrictions and so 
provide for a free interchange of 
product between Britain and the 
U.S. He declared that he had been 
opposed to all quotas until Holly- 
wood instituted its embargo on 
Britain last year, following impo- 
sition of the 75° tax. Difficulties 
encountered by British exhibitors 
in attempting to operate their the- 
atres without American product, he 
said, evidenced that the industry 
couldn't afford again to be left 
h and dry. 
Se Raps Hollywood B's 
Referring to the British Film 
Producers Assn.’s fact-finding bu- 
reau, Rank urged the CEA and 
BFPA to cooperate for their mu- 
tual good. He declared the quota 
ill permit ample 





playing | 


Estimates for This Week 
RKO) (2.844: 65-, 


from Sir Alexander King, who de- 
clared his deeprooted objection to 


the 45° quota, which he claimed | 


| Hielene 


ay 


could not build a healthy industry. 
He said he was “dead scared” about 


the future quality of British films | 


and complained that 
Trade prexy Harold Wilson was 
compelling British exhibs by law to 


attractions. In reply, Rank said his 
own circuits were only showing 
35% American films at this time, 
adding that he hoped Americans 
would give him equal playing time 
on their circuits. One indie warned 
Rank, nonetheless, that without a 
“healthy inflow” of American prod- 
uct Rank was heading for bank- 
ruptcy. 

CEA, however, is reportedly well 
satisfied with the trend of events. 
Members feel that the meeting has 
achieved all—or almost all—they 
had hoped for. Although there will 
undoubtedly be need for further 
discussions with Rank, they feel 
they are getting somewhere at last. 


Thus has ended what looked as 
though it might develop into a ma- 
jor battle between a giant on one 
hand and a cluster of small exhibs 
on the other, without loss of honor 
on either side. Rank has made a 
good impression on his fellow ex- 
hibs and they were generous 
enough to applaud the gestures he 
made, particularly his promise of 
personal investigation in cases of 
individual hardship. 














Noah Deitrich 


Continued from page 3 


June, but not held this year be- 
cause of the change in control. 

Noah Deitrich, executive veepee 
of the Hughes Tool Co., and vet- 
eran businessman of Houston, 
Texas, appears an almost certainty 
as one of his nominees since he 
long has represented Hughes in 
picture deals. 

Hughes bought the Atlas. hold- 
ings of 929,020 shares, or 24%, of 
RKO’s outstanding common last 
May. Change in membership, of 
course, would reflect the Hughes’ 
control and decrease in Atlas’ 
stake in RKO. Atlas is now out of 
RKO except for option warrants to 
buy 327,812 shares of RKO com- 
mon. 

It is now figured that Hughes’ 
nominees will not be available for 
about a week and that proxy state- 
ment will require 10 days to go 
through the SEC. Stockholders, 
thus, would not receive their proxy 
statements of the special meeting 
for at least 30 days from the pres- 
ent time. 














Cleanup Campaign 


t—— Continued from page 39 


of an individual spot could in a 
large measure have an effect upon 
admissions. A campaign was be- 
gun to induce ballroom owners to 
spruce up. Sunnybrook ballroom, 
Pottstown, Pa., operated for years 
by Ray Hartenstein, which empha- 








tically does not come under x 
» ame | 
cidentally, is one of those which | 
is spending considerable coin tO, ponald Peers 
install a lounge in a large alcove | 


heading of unattractive spots 


to improve its attractiveness. 


booker suggested the idea to Hart+ 
enstein and the room he is build- | Michael Miles 


ing will sport soft divans, 
lamps, etc. 


While bookers admit that busi- | 


ness this summer has not been 


what they expected in view of pre- | 


season sales, they feel that one- 
night operators have since the war 


days depended entirely too much | 


Board of | 


|} Corps de Ballet 
| Kockettes 
| Sym Ore 


show films that are not boxoffice | f“™"™"ou"' 





om, 


| Cooper Twins 








WEEK 


Variety Bills 


OF JULY 21 


Numerals to connection with biiixs briow indicate epening day of shaw 


whether full or spilt week 


Letter in parentheses indicates eirenit: (1) independent; (1.) Lorew; (M) Mone; 
(P) Paramount; (R) KKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warper; (WR) Walter Keade 








NEW YORK CITY 
Apollo (1) 23 
Phe Aindes 
Capitol ( 
i Horne 
Winchell 
Mahoney 

Dunhills 

Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Musie Hall (1) 22) 
& tloward 
nh Grona } 
garet Sande | 
R Tetley-Kardos 
tune Forest 

T & F 


ps 
L.) 


Vial 


Vallett 


21 


Bd 


(Pr) 
Sam Donohue 
Jo Stafford 
t(ieorgie Kuve 
sre Bros 
Roxy (1) 21 
Cab Calloway 
Jac) ie Miles 
Vivian Blaine 
Carol Lynne 
The Bruises 
Arnold Rhoda 
Strand (W) 23 
Count Basie Ore 
Hillie Holiday 
Aephyrs 
Stump & Stumpy 
BRONX 
Crotona (1) 26-27 
Morey & Eaton 
Casile Sis 
Anthony & Rogers 
QUEENS 
Jamaicn (1) 
Herman liyde 
Castle Sis 
Milt Ross 
Cavvichio 
The Haywards 
Anthony & Rogers 
ATLANTIC qrry 
Steel Pier (1). 23 
Behney Girls 
Theron ‘Troupe 
Roy Douglas 
Artie Daun 
Peguy Lee 
Dave Barbour 
HALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 2% 
Hlorace Heidt (a 
State (1) 22-24 


21-24 


BIKMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 19 
3 Astaires * 
Tommy Fields 
Slim Rhyder 
A ( Astor 
Tommy Burke Co 
Olga Varona 
Samuel & Marvelle 
Reid & Squires 
Stan Kavangh 

BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 19 
Peggy Mortimer 
D Wakefield ('o 
A Shines & Joanna 
‘Turner Layton 
( Warren & Jean 
Gaston Palmer 
Eva May Wong 
Cyclo Bros , 

BRADFORD 
Alhambra (MM) 
Trinder Show 
Tommy ‘Trinder 
Ganjon Bros & 

Juanita 


Woods & Jarrett 
Grossetto 
Bemand’s Pigeons 
Kuester & Shand 
Wal Collins 
Jean Harrie 
Jerry Allen 3 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 19 
Thanks for Memory 
Kdgar Bergen 
Charlie MeCarthy 
G HH #£illfoit 
Gertie Gilana 
Nellie Wallace 
Ella Shields 
Randolf Sutton 
O'Farrell & D'nvers 
Vreddie Sanborn 
Bamberger & Pam 
Marie Louise, Chas 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 19 
Gillie Potter 
Freddie Sanborn 
Morris & Cowley 
Celia Lipton 
KE Arniey & Gloria 
Norman Thomas 
2 Eddies 


Veronica Martell 
DERBY 
Grand (Ss) 19 
Robb Wilton 
Collison & Breen 
Riley & Heller 





would st 


Palomar ( terling) (1,350; 45-80) 
time for the best 


—"On Island” (M-G) “Light- 
hing in Forest” Sd ak 


Hollywood prod- on the reputation of a band to lure 


(Rep) (3d wk).|uct, adding that ital i 
Okay $5,500. Last r ‘1 if we do not see so many | disregarded such vital items as a 
$6,700. sigbrosnnditie. ad cernelete criyviced lesser pictures, | clean house and supervision of ad- 


paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
meet With No Name” (20th) and 
fae Comes Trouble” (UA). Solid 

or near. Last week, “Deep 


which, have brought little mone 


to our boxoffices.” 
As for adjustmen 


|barred. They also have in many 
ts to be made | instances reduced rather than ex- 
film rentals, panded attention to exploitation. 


“ 
Lt 


. 





” 4 ‘-hibitors on 
qaners (2 on ane “Checkered Rank pve an independent Pe xg aero hag | 
’ bh 800: ver al be set up, comprising one to Keep Cus : 
oSite™ Me es “Exposed” \Stistrib nominated by the complain- | ee P -udly OE nck ate 
(Rep) | Good ¢ exhibitor. one exhibitor nom- | 0 fices. O : , 
week, $4,400" or feast jing ery the GFD and another ex- ‘in the majority. 


Ai; 


“few of us will | admissions. They have completely | 


y missions so that rough clientele are — 





Al Norman 
Bobbie Kimber 
|P Rich & Eva 
Dynamic 4 
HDINBCURGH 
Empire (M) 19 


Jack Crisp & Jill 
| Ron Parry 
Richardo & Co 
| 3 Jokers 


Hienderson 
Skaters 


| Dick 
Lucerne 


| 
| 
ee | 


i 

‘ 
i Mi 
| Towers 


| Mann & 


Mor 
Jackie Ra 
e Ive 


Ran Sis 
nealall 
oms 


vandma ler! 
areelli & 
CAMDEN 
(i) 
Froeneh 
lioss 
Fabian 
enn 


Henri 


ards 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (FP) 
Harry Babbitt 
Harimonicats 
Ross & LuWPierre 
4 Kvans 


Neechat 


Olympia (V) 2 
Kisa & Corda 
Kate Murtah 
Harris & 
Johnny Morgean 
Fred Lowers 
Dorothy Rae 


Carman (1) 
Romaine & Bab’ 
Roy Rogers 
Siinpsons 

ROCKFORD 

Palace (1) 25- 
Marvin Himmel 
Dan Woods 
Thomas & Niche 
Betty Lou Holt 
Bob MekKlroy 
Paul Walker 


Betty Jane Smi 
Ladd tLyons 
Tex Ritter 


BRITAIN 


Aun Grayson 


LEEDS 
Empire (M) 1 
Forces Showbeat 
Terry Bartlett 
Colin Ross 
Warry Secombe 
Timar Bros 
Billy Wells 
foren Lorenz 
Douglas Hurria 
Hitt Sheriock 
Reg Darnley 
LIVERPOOL 


Ta Ra Rah Boor 


Dorothy Gray © 
Horrah Minevit« 
Itarmonica Rase 
Jovee Golding 
Ben “Yost Co 

J Billings & Di 
Iris Sadler 
Arthur Rorsley 


Empire (M) 1 
Shades 

eart Bailey 
Paul Wingrave 
lew Parker 
red t.ovelte 
MooColleane Co 
Olsen & Sea 
Misie Lower 
Yvoune Watts 


I 


Ympire (vi) 1 


Chefalo Co 
lial Swain Co 
4 hkenways 


Janis 


23- 


—- 
-* 


Oriental (i) 2 


Vi Muolehbaey 


Anders 
PHILADELPHIA 


ov 
—~ 


Marinets 


Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L.) 22 


Brewsier & TLotinga 


Empire (M4) 18 


Frankle lloward 


Palace (M) 19 


Melville & Retkar 
NEWCASTLE 


NOTTINGHAM 


Ned Kred & Rova 


Marry Lester Co 
e Lawion 
i‘‘hris Sands 

| Bijou Freda 
Konyvot & Marion 





sccima Martyn 
Kk Mendelssohn Bd 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 19 
Dampier & arisle 





Wolverhampton | Bamberger & lam 
Hippodrome (M) 19 | Jackie Hluncer 
ins Hamilton & Vassj Kathleen Moody 
Seoit) Sanders Scott & Foster 
| Winters & Fielding | Ronnie Leslie 
25 Meilock & Marlowe |J. Rayner & Betty 
}M Louise & Charles ' Chikolas 
| ne - ——— Tt. 
Cabaret Bi 
= ——— 





NEW YORK CITY 


} 

| 

Cafe Sacvtets 
| Downtewa 
{ 


Ivares Ore 


1 \ 
’ 


I 
Dorothy Claire | Mildved Bailey 
Remos & Toy Boys \von Long 
Carl Sands Ore (alvin. Jackson 
et ae Kdmund Hall Ore 
Bway (WR) 25-24 | 
Fred & meaeb | Copacabana 
Rhythm Willie tA eee 
Mary Siafford att tags 
Brokina @ Van Hetty Bonney 
Dolly Pembrooke | f#lph Young 
Frankie & Kay ; Ray Malone 
MIAMI | \l Durso Ore 
re Marshall 
| Grace & Niceo 
horal Octet 


li Sandler Ore 
Alverez Mera 


: Kbony 
te | Charioteers 
Harold King 
Letty Mays Ore 
Jack Lopez Ore 
El Chice 
Fernanda Crespa 
‘onde Luis 
Victoria Barcelo 
Nita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Havana-Madrid 
lox Bocheros 
Trint Reyes 
1H Santillana 
Ralph Font Ore 
Vachito Ore 
Hotel 
K:idie Stone Ore 
Hotel Kiltmore 
Richard HFimber 


26 


las. 


9 Hotel 


B Raeburn Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Ray Seott 6 
No 1 Fifth 
Tony Craig 
Iluxel Webster 
Downey & Fonvil 

Penthouse Club 
Martha Short 
Ratha Rodel 
Oscar Walzer 

Riviera 
Hienny Youngman 
Remo Vincent 


Danny Thomas 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Juenger Ballet Line 


Paterson & Jacks’ 


Belm’t-Plaza 


Werold Nagel Ore 
Commodore 


Diek Jurgens Ore 
Lenny Herman Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ray Eberle Ore 
ice Revue 
Muriel Pack 
Hotel Penasylvanie 
Skiteh Henderson O 
Hotel St Morits 
Menecon! Ore 
betty CGeorge 
Hotel St Regis 
‘lal Saunders Ore 
Vrances Maddux 
Laszlo & Pepite 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Pepito Arvello Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Latin Quarter 
Ina Ray Itutton 
Willie Shore 
3 Hucksters 


Or 


D 
Danny Riccardi 
.| Al Morgan 

Costello ‘Twins 
Patricia Adair 
Richards-Adair Der 
M Frichette 
Pupil Campo Ore 
Bon Vivants 
B Harlow Ore 

Le Ruban Bles 
King Odom 4 
Muriel Gaines 
Norman Paris 8 


Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Marita & Barreira 
J, Nomura Dera 
J Lawrence 
Beverly Arnold 
Harry Prime 
Shepard Line 
Old Roumantam 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D'Aquila Ore 

Versailles 

Nancy Donovan 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 

Village Barn 
Hal Graham Ore 
Chubby Roe 
Eddy Howard 
Bill Duffy 


ce) 





| Advienne & Lestie | ¢), o Barbara Duffy 
Rapids neagy fone Mons. Richard 
dtorgen & Doris Joey Gilbert Pinte Pete 
Irving & Girwood | (erol King Waldorf-Astoria 
LONDON Dony Arden Line | Guy Lombarde O 
ry Age ey (M) 18 Hotel Astor Mischa Borr Ore 
Vie Oliver 
Pat kirkwood 
Fred wns. CHICAGO 
Melachrino Ore 
Marilyn Hightower Blackhawk Martha King 
Michael Teutine Al Trace Orch Mage & Kair 
Julie Andrews Jackie Van Leroy Bros (2) 
Jean Garson Hotel Bismark M Gould Ore (10) 
Santigo Bad Don MeGrane Orch | lane Adams 
Palladium (M) 19 Richard Gordon D ¢ hiesta Combe 
Jack Benny Chester Dolphin ae 
Phil Harris p 
Mary Livingstone Andy oe, Hotei Bteveno 
Marilyn Maxwell rine P Benny Strong Ore 
¢ King & Zorita B& F Ballara 
Merry Macs » 4 
; ; lola Amechee Jol Flanagan 
Frank Marlowe ' > oln & 
\iyrons Mike Young Jean Arlen 
Nor Kiddte Bil Chandler Ore | jarian Spelman 
Kaye's Pekinese H Edgewater Beach | Skating Bivdears 
MANCHESTER | (iro Olsen Ore Bog Turk z 
Hippodrome (8) 19 | Bobby May Rebfield & Del Tore 
Jack Durant Ajwdrea Dners 8 Doris Donayvan 
Jack Lalue Kozo the Dog Elwood Carl 
Andrews & Barbara | Hetty Gray Paimer House 
Jenks & Williams | Dorothy H114] Liberace 
Air Aces Dancers (12) Clifford Guest 
Frankie Wiggins Lebamaeey = ‘3 3 Abbott og Ma 
‘ivienne & Irene ‘hes ree Morian Ze Bac r 
Oke ae | Giselle & F Szyoni 








” 
h 
‘als 


ane 


* {in Chi circuit 


Co 


burned March 


ion 


He claims that he 


portable stove exploced 
swank Pump Room. 
Stove was used for heating food. 


Sues for Burns 


Chicago, July 20. 


Milton Shabat filed suit against 
Ambassador East hotel last week 


court for $250,000. 
was severely 
26, 1947 when a 
in the 





Latin Casino, Philly, 
Cuts Budget for Summer 








floor , Radio Forfeits Moon & Brown Latin Casino Philadelphia 
FINSBURY PARK | Wright & Marion * ° , 
Empire (M) 19 uieay & Dverethy slated to close last Saturday (17) 
Nicholas Bros Muldoon 4 P will remain open for the balance 
| Philippe & Marte SREPERDS BUSH of the summer 
| Geo Noonan Kmpire (S) 1% | . 
Toscaneli Naughty Girls "48 | It will use modestly budgeted 
Stey Conway He Wrigley , } 
oem tavee ope ig mg shows during the hot months. 
Collins & Elizabeth | Tico & Chico . 
Rill) Werr Dick Thorpe 
Grafton Sis & Moray Bros & ° 4 
Sacer” na. License Nix Upheld 
GLASG Joy Dexter : 
Empire (MM) 19 Banay & Byron Columbus, July 20. 
Piecadily WMayride ; Moore & Hatton Hy 
mat Jackley Poop Williams Judge Joseph M. Clifford of 


Franklin County Common Pleas 
‘Court in Columbus last week (15) 
‘upheld the Ohio Department of 


SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 19 
And So We Go On 


4 Hurrieancs 
4 Pagolas 


Marianne Lincoln 


abate hi Issy "> jun il th 
| ACKNEY T & D Kenda Ji j 
Empire (S) 19 Norry | Liquor Control in ey se nd 
Spivs & Drones A & C Kemble nightelub license o orman 
i Ernie CLotinga Peterson Bros Khoury, Cleveland. E 


Frencanas 
Jack Kelly Co 
SWANSEA 


i Tompsons 


License was cancelled last Ja 
uary because of alleged indescent 
stage shows. 


2 Caballeros 
fjene Patton 
nas ond 





hence 


Fmpire (M) 19 


Country Cousins 


tee 
‘Lewis King 


ie 
Pe 





HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, July 21, 1948 





Roxy, N. YW. 


Vivian Blaine, Cab Calloway and 
4 Cabaleers, Jackie Miles, Roxry- 
ettes (12), Escorts (12), H. Leo- 
pold Spitalny Chorus (25), Ice Re- 
wue with Carol Lynne, Arnold 
Shoda, The Bruises (3), Skating 
Line (8), Paul Ash House Orch.; 
“Street With No Name” (20th), 
gr gg in VARIETY issue of June 





As its second bill under the new 
stage-and-iceshow policy, the Roxy 
again offers click entertainment, 
with film  singer-actress Vivian 
Blaine, Cab Calloway in a new in- 
dividual act, and comedian Jackie 
Miles as draw. It is unquestionably 


Bogart. Lewis wisely keeps 

is mapestal clean for the Capitol 

type of audience although it is an 

act which lends itself to bluer lines 
in a night spot. 

Novelty of the bill is the Simpson 
puppet act which has unusual fea- 
tures for a marionet show. For in- 
stance, one of the puppets is a 
magician, producing handkerchiefs 
and other items from sleeve and 
from undef coat. There is an Os- 
| rich which lays an egg that hatches 
|into a jazz dancing dragon. 


| Curtain raiser is the 





Orch 
Rushing, Billie Holiday, Stump and 
Stumpy, 2 Zephyrs; “Key Largo 
4WB), reviewed in VARIETY issue 
of July 7, °48. 





This bill has all the earmarks of 
a compromise, but it’s the sort of 
compromise that leaves all parties 
replete and satisfied. The jazz cog- 
noscenti have Count Basie’s richly 
| filigreed type of dance rhythm and 
| Billie Holiday’s combustible style 





Lane | of torching, while those who like 


|and Claire dance team which works | their stage fare trimmed with lots 
|with the house orch on stage. Act|of lowdown comedy should get 


| features an acro number 


}around the couple trying to read a| Stumpy and the Two Zephyrs. 





| Heart,” 
| Polka.” 1 
|Fulton and orch for a community 


j 


built | plenty of kicks out of Stump and | 


hirruping of “Woody Woodp Nod 
Singer uncorks a surprise for 
many seat-holders with his trick 
piping as an itsy-bitsy girl. A reci- 
tation and two songs with moppet 
inflexions take him off to salvos. 

The Harmonicats put plenty 
verve into a semi-classic and two 
pops. Their eight-to-the-bar lip- 
ping of “Harmonica Boogie” brings 
first-rate returns. Dispensing with 
orch accompaniment, they sock 
over their trademark, “Peg O’ My 
and sail trough “Cats’| 
Closer has them joining | 





sing of “Let Me Call You Sweet- 
heart.” Baxt. 


Apollo, N. Y. 





New Acts 


CAB CALLOWAY AND CAB- 

OLEERS (4) 

Songs 
12 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Cab Calloway, a band name for 
years, is virtually doing a single 
act, with a four-piece rhythm 
group backgrounding. Always a 
rambunctious personality, he now 
has even more scope and capital- 
izes on it to provide a solid enter- 
tainment spot. He’s all over the 
stage, singing, clowning and hold- 











/newspaper while they dance. | An odd booking is the inclusion | 
Lowe. |of the two male teams. Fundamen-| Freddie Slack Orch (15) 
ats © | tally, they’re each dancing — |Lynn Stevens, jut ie — 
and their styles of comedy differ) Bobby Stevens, Eddie Davis Quar- 
Oriental, Chi little. However. they amply serve | tet, ows & Estrellita with John 
Chicago, July 15. | their purpose: their riotous antics| Bunn, George Wiltshire, “Philo 

Vaughn Monroe Orch with Ziggy | ring the laughs in big protusion.| Vance’s Return” (EL). 


ing the audience throughout. It’s 
an impressive first appearance, in- 
dicating the act should be a nat- 
ural for either vaude or nitery. In 
contrast to his al fresco work, 
Calloway wears. tails—the orthodox 
i kind, not at all zooty—and looks 


a strong show and, with a word-of- 
mouth picture like “Street With No | 
Name,” can’t miss at the b.o. j 


The stage and ice elements of | 
the production are well integrated. | 
The show opens with the Roxyettes | 
doing one of their striking dance} 


with 


routines at the front of the stage, | car 
with the H. Leopold Spitalny group , ; 
on the apron stage right and left|Jay Lawrence, 3 Sapphires, 


providing an effective vocal ac- 
companiment. The ice revue fol- 
lows on the small rink stage rear, 
with Arnold Shoda and then Carol 
Lynne doing expert solo terp-skat- 
ing turns and the eight ensemble 
skaters alternating. The Bruises, 
minus Freddy Trenkler, who was 
with them for several years before 
becoming a single, close the ice 
portion of the show with their 
always funny scrubwoman routine. 

Miss Blaine, repeating her per- 
sonal of last year at the house, 
makes a nifty impression with four 
skillfully handled songs, the first 
two from pictures in which she ap- 
eared. After a wordy spiel about 
ow glad she is to be _ back, 
she clicks with ““That’s How I Am,” 
does an elaborate arrangement of 
“It Might As Well Be Spring,” fol- 
lowed by a rhythm version of 
“Keep Your Eye on Your Best 
Friend” and, after a long thank- 
you speech, closes with “You Made 
Me Love You.” 


Miles, besides introducing the 
other acts, clicks next with his 
comedy spot. He gets under way 
with several standard jokes, then 
goes into an extended and funny 
bit as a trembly-lip kid who lives 
for the Dick Tracy comics. He fol- 
lows that with another lengthy one 
(possibly a trifle too lengthy) about 
a wise-guy filmgoer at a Gene 
Autry picture. With a couple of 
minor reservations, it seems as 
laughabie as anything the comic 
has ever done. 


Calloway and the Cabaleers 
(New Acts) close the show with an 
infectiously rowdy turn. Having 
shed his band, the singer-batoner is 
now appearing as a individual per- 
former, backed by the four-piece 
rhythm group. Hobe. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, July 18. 
Gov. Jimmie Davis and Band (9), 
Buddy Lewis, Carl & Faith Simp- 
son, Lane & Claire, Sam Jack 
ee House Orch; “Ruthless” 





A hillbilly band is something un- 
usual on the Capitol stage and for 
a time the audience does not seem 
to know what to make of it. How- 
ever, the sweet corn fed out by 
Jimmie Davis (Gov. of Louisiana 
until a couple of months ago) and 
his boys percolates and permeates. 
By the time they wind up with Da- 
vis’ composition, “You Are My 
Sunshine,” all is well and a nice 
hand garnered en route, The Davis 
act has a unique kind of drawing 
power. It is topped by the only 
ex-Governor in U. S. history to 
operate a hillbilly aggregation, and 
its members campaigned with Davis 
when he was out doing sweet talk- 

the voters. Aside from that, 
t is the first big time vaude date 
for the band which has been play- 
ing one-night alditorium stands up 
to now. 

As music, it sha up as one of 
the better sweet hillbilly troupes, 
and Davis shows a warm and 
friendly manner that gets him 
across nicely with the audience. He 
handles the solo vocalizing and 
patter. Latter is friendly stuff 
with considerable reference to be- 
ing Governor of . If the 
act intends to seek out more metro- 

litan vaude dates, the Davis line 

ad better be sharpened up. 

Davis sings “New Moon Over My 
Shoulder,” “Sunshine,” “Old Pair 
of Shoes,” and one or two other 
folksong | ballads. Has a smooth 
aggregation which seeks results 
through melody rather than rau- 
cous racket. 

Biggest hand when caught went 
to another newcomer to Washing- 


, | got 


Haymewn, “I, Jane Doe” (Rep.). 





the average vaude-fan. 


and vocals department, at least 12 
minutes. 


Signature tunt, “Racing With the 
Moon,” tees off show, followed by 
Monroe and Moon Maids, four 
fresh-looking lasses doing nice turn 
on “Melody Time.’ Maestro then 
solos, “Laroo, Lilli Bolero.” Aji- 
though payees come to hear Mon- 
roe, he shows good judgment in 
limiting solos to ‘“Laroo,” “Blue 
Shadows on the Trail” and his 
bestseller platter, “Ballerina,” 
which would have made a better 
closer than “Rhumba Bumba.” 


Large orch comprises 12 brass, 
six violins, and four rhythm. Ar- 
rangements are plenty commercial. 
Fiddles do heavy backing for sing- 
ing stints, Cecel Blake in a white 
knee-length formal, is sbest on 
bounce tune, “Put ’Em in a Box,” 
while “It’s Magic” is a bit draggy. 
Ziggy Talent, saxist, does two 
comedy tunes and scores with his 
falsetto trills and comedy antics. 


Eddie Julian, drummer, brings 
down his kettles for some comedy 
with Monroe, and Earl Hummel, 
violinist, seems slightly incongru- 
ous with bowing of Kreisler’s 
“Chinese Tamborine,” but gets; 
nice response. Orch follows with 
“Sabre Dance.” 

Jay Lawrence, youngster, does 
nicely in next stanza. While his 
vocal carbons on film and radio 
stars display accuracy, many could 
be eliminated for better pacing. 
Toppers are Clem McCarthy on 
Louis-Walcott bout and Humphrey 
Bogart as a baby sitter. For encore 
he returns to ape Monroe. 

Dick Haymen, harmonicist, does 
nicely on standards, but gets his 
heaviest response as he brings out 
a Spike Jones contraption, which 
emits smoke and fires pistols, as 
accomp for, “In My Merry Olds- 
mobile.” 

Three Sapphires are hampered 
by adherence to Jack Cole type of 
dancing, which they don’t quite 
carry off. Trio had better polish 
current routines or try something 
less exacting. Zabe. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, July 17. 
Duke of Paducah, Steve Evans, 
Richard-Adair Dancers, Rudenko 
Bros., Wally Overman, Les Rhode 
Orch; “If Winter Comes” (M-G). 





In and out package here this 
week, with tw6 supporting acts 
— out topliner in applause get- 
ing. 

Steve Evans, in “added attrac- 
tion” slot, spills his comedics for 
plenty laughs. Guy’s standard 
Polish miner’s drunk and laugh- 
compelling bits win appreciation. 
Some of the material could stand 
refurbishing, but guy’s mugging 
and delivery click. 

Second of the supporting acts to 
hit the top of applause meter is 
the Richard-Adair 
Their imaginative Clyde Beatty 
takeoff shows skillful staging and 
gasp bringing acro-adagio work. 
Short stint, but a pleaser. 

Acro-juggling of the Rudenko 
Bros. set swell with the aud. Wally 
Overman scores with chalk-cartoon- 


but sketchings are effective. 


be Duke of Paducah just 
. Stuff is not only heavily 
corned, but pitches too many times 
for laughs via humor that should 


from | have been left in the barn. 





Les Rhode house orch handles 
backgrounding in topnotch phony 


t, Cecel Blake, Moon Maids | 


| 


dance group. |? 


ing accomped by patter that’s weak, gu 


\idiom, Basie showers his Strand 
audience with an assortment of 
‘rhythm and melody that makes 


Vaughn Monroe has transferred | listening a pleasure. His patterns 
his radio format to the stage and of rhythm, whether rolled off by 
unlike many of his radio predeces-| his own wizardry at the ivories or 
sors, presents fine vaude fare. While | compounded by his sidemen, have 
essentially show is built around a distinctive coloration. That de- 
| the sandpaper voiced maestro, he | sign finds itself the core of every- 
has injected enough contrast for | thing he does in tlfe way of dansa- | 
Bill runs | pation, whether it’s a jump tune. 
long, however, and could be easily | the blues or a variation on a Latin 
cut, especially in band numbers | theme. 


What he offers here is 
basically solid audience stuff, with 
the standouts from the book being 
“Basie Bongo,” “There'll Be Good 
Rockin’ Tonight,” with Jimmy 
Rushing pitching the vocal, and a 
boogie-woogie incident on_ the 
organ. 

Miss Holiday, who closes the 
proceedings, sets ’em up for a com- 
plete rout with a quick rhythm bit, 
“Them There Eyes,” and a ballad, 
“But Beautiful.” With the refresh- 
er pair out of the way, the sta- 
tuesque oodiooker really gets 
down to business and shows ’em 
just what it is that has definitely 
esconced her as queen of the torch- 
ing stylists. Her flight into the 
blues by way of “I Love My Man” 
starts ‘em percolating out front in 
low flame, and by the time she 
has ended this particular frame 
with the refrain, “I’ve Got Every- 
thing a Good Man Needs,” the 
house is hers intact. Miss Holiday’s 


is another fuse-laden number, 
“You’re Drivin’ Me Crazy.” Again 
the dusky beaut proves she’s not 
only a singer’s singer but surefire 
at bowling over any type of audi- 
ence that can react to the sultry 
side of the jazz idiom. 

As usual, the routine about the 
Two Zephyrs act that rocks the 
customers to a fare-thee-weli is the 
slow-motion fight stemming from 
a dice game. Stump and Stumpy’s 
fun kit, which grants no edge to 
their co ion team in the way 
of slapstick, ranges from a series 
of film-name mimicries to a mix- 
ture of hard and soft-shoe hoofing 
that leaves 'em almost spent of 
laughter at the act’s fadeov ‘. 

Odec. 
Chicago. Chi 
Chicago, July 16. 

Harmonicats (3), Harry Babbitt, 
Ross & La Pierre, 4 Evans, Jack 
Fulton House Orch (13); “The 
Emperor Waltz” (Par). 





Bing Crosby-Joan Fontaine film 
drew capacity at the opening show, 
with a long queue of waitees tan- 
ning in the y sun. Furthe 
note of good cheer was added later 
in the day by federal Judge Mi- 
chael Igoe’s decision to exempt 
“Waltz” from the JP’s two-week 
limitation (see other story). 

Stage bill, with encores trimmed 
because of pic’s extra length, tees 
off via a brace of okay vocals by 
Jack Fulton, new fronter of the 
house orch. Easy-mannered maes- 


tro, 
Station WBBM here, impresses 
favorably on his trial run. 

The Four Evans get prime re- 
sults, contrasting youth and mid- 
dle-age as an added filip to their 
terping. Young pair opens with 
breezy tap routines, followed by 
the older couple in the soft-shoe 
turns of . Girl’s neat 
acro terping precedes fast routine 
by male and sprightly tapping 
r femme. Quartet lays 
them down in unison for a bowoff. 

Ross wins immediate response, 
imitating Henry Busse’s trumpet 

le, and clicks with 





response to the sustained uproar | 


One of the maestro-specialists | 


Eddie Julian, Earl Hummel; | Who has kept closely in step with | 
Dick | Changing progressions of the jazz 


i 





Buxom songstress June Rich- 
mond and Freddie Slack’s ofay band 





|top current iayout at this Hariem | did 


spot. Supporting acts, however, are | 
rather lustreless with comedy sup- | 


well in them. 

As caught for the dinner-hour 
show opening day (14), Calloway 
four numbers, “Everybody 
Eats When He Comes to My 
House,” a raucous parody of “Na- 


|plied by Apus & Estrellita, John| ture Boy,” a comedy version “Ma- 


'Bunn and George Wiltshire par-| nana” and as a sock finale the in- 


| 


ticularly poor due primarily to) 


evitable “St. James Infirmary.” 


/badly writt®n material. Biz on the’ The rhythm unit comprises piano, 


light side when caught Friday (16). | trumpet, 


} 


T |} costs, including cancellations. 


who comes from the staff of | TV 


“Sugar | Saturdays and Sundays this season 








Slack has an aggressive combo 
with its overall style, of course, | 
built,around the leader’s pianistics. | 
Crew comprising four rhytm, five; 
reed and six brass, open the show 
with a hot teeoff followed by a) 
neat solo by its guitarist of ‘Flyin’ |. 
Homer” for okay reception. 

Crooner-dancer Bobby Stevens | 
warbles a fairish “Prisoner of | 
Love.” Tune might have been bet- 
ter received had it not been so 
long drawn out. Shifting to terping, 
he does some mild stepping for 
moderate salvos. Eddie Davis 
quartet is an average small group. 
With sax, drums, piano and bass, 
the lads handle three torrid tunes 
in a frenzied beai for fair results. 

Ofay songrstress Lynn Stevens, 
who’s easy on the optics, chirps 
three numbers in a husky delivery. 
Best of the trio is “Turned the 
Tables on Me” while “House of 
Blue Lights” and “Cow Cow 
Boogie” round out her stint and 
garner solid applause. 

In closing spot, Miss Richmond | 
wows ’em with “Put ’Em In a Box.” | 





|; Comes back with a comedy number | 


about shopping for a girdle set to| 
“Cocktails for Two” and “Don’t 
Fence Me In.” She dramatizes her 
songs with a chummy, friendly 
approach. Also scores with a slick 
version of “Donkey Serenade” and 
a takeoff on operatic arias. Had 
to beg-off. Gilb. 


$1,800,000 Tab 


—mmu=== Continued from page 1 
to individual stations from -can- | 
celled local programs and spots 
unquestionably runs into the hun- 
dreds of thousands. 

Overali totals, by networks, for 
the two meetings: 

ABC—52 hours 10 minutes of 
AM time; 81 hours 15 minutes of 
TV; $92,779 in AM cancellations; 
no TV cancellations; $120,000 in 
operating costs. 











CBS—52 hours 30 minutes of |D 


AM time; 72 hours 57 minutes of 
TV; $288,000 in AM cancellations; 
$16,150 in TV rebates; $159,000 in 
operating costs. 

DuMont—63 hours 55 minutes of 
TV time; $55,000 in operating 


Mutual—62 hours 45 minutes of 
AM time; $145,000 in commercial 
cancellations; $55,000 in operating 
costs. 

_ NBC—50 hours 3 minutes of AM 
time; 91 hours 42 minutes of TV; 
$600,000 in commercial cancella- 
tions, including TV rebates; $300,- 
000 in operating costs for AM and 








Gravy Train Derailed 


Continued from page 1 


out that kind of coin. While there 
isn't likely to be any reductions this 
season, it’s believed this will be 
the last year for inflated rates. 
One contributing factor to reve- 
nue decline is the bad weather 
breaks over the weekends. There 
have been very few fully clear 


with the result that the income | 
possibilities have been drastically 
reduced. 

However, not all spots are dis- 
playing distress 


singers, Ferndale, and Nevele 
Country Club, Ellenville, and the 
Concord, Kiamesha Lake, continue 
to do consistently good business. 
Most are plodding on an even 
Pg while a few are deep in the 





bass 
Also plenty okay. 


fiddie and _ traps. 
Hobe. 


THE ORLANDOS (5) 
Acrobatics 


|9 Mins. 


Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J. 


The Orlandos are a bunch of 
kids—four boys and.a girl—who 
are making their first appearance 
in America at the Riviera. They’re 
an unusual cafe act in the sense 
that one might have expected them 
as the opener on a_ family-time 
vaude bill, not as a cafe turn. 

They’re effective with all the 
standard stunts though their speed 
veils a lot of defects and a veid in 
sharpness. They get over on youth 
and speed alone. All are flaxen 
blondes, which also gives them a 
particularly appealing effect. 

There aren't many cafes around 
where the Orlandos can play, but 
they can play circuses and carni- 
vals because of the family - time 
type of appeal they have. Plus the 
nabe vauders, of course, if there 
are any left. Kahn. 


LITIA NOMURA DANCERS (3) 
10 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

The act by Litia Normura dan- 
cers (girl and two boys) is ob- 
viously patterned along the lines 
established by Jack Cole and Bea- 
trice Kraft. Exponents of East In- 
dian terping are ornately costumed, 
and present a picturesque appear- 
ance. 

However, they've still to show 


——<=/ any new dance ideas in the Orien- 


tal terps. They proceed along an 
already established path doing the 
Same type of work as their prede- 
cessors. As far as execution and 
routining are concerned, they've 
still to acquire much, but in present 
state of development, act can fill 
spots in cafe production SS 


MARGUERITA & BARREIRA 
ance 


10 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

Marguerita and Barreira, Latin 
song and terping, have an essen- 
tially good idea that can make 
them a workable team in cafes and 
vaude. 

The male uses good set of pipes 
in the singing passages to accomp 
the usua! Latin steps. Act’s em- 
phasis is placed upon the shoeing- 
the-mare takeoff, an_ essentially 
cute idea that needs sharper edit- 
ing. Lopping off several minutes 
of that sequence would provide 
greater punch. Their dance work is 
generally okay, with a few revi- 
sions needed for greater effective- 
ness. Jose. 





— LAWRENCE 


of her tap abilities. She apparently 
has made good progress, a good set 
of routines indicating the interven- 
ing time has been well-spent. 

Miss Lawrence is a pert looker, 
nicely costumed and shows ability 
in the tap direction. She has still 
to acquire the pedal glibness of 
some of her 


more 
shows signs of working out. 
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Experimental Theatre Looks Doomed | 


—+ 


As Talent, Craft Unions Recall Waivers 


Experimental Theatre 
= atly through. The various 
talent and craft unions, whose con- 
eessions have made its operation 
possible for two seasons, are with- 
drawing their waivers. Notice of 
the union move is contained in 
a letter submitted to the various 
unions in the Fact. Finding Com- 
mittee of ET for approval. It will 
pably be forwarded next week. 
to ET and its parent, the American 
National Theatre & Academy. 

The text of the letter, prepared 
by Oliver Saylor, business agent of 
the Assn. of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers, was approved by the 
neads of Theatrical Protective 
Union No. 1 (stagehands). an affili- 
ate of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Employees, as well as 
Local 802 of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, the American 
Guild of Musical Artists and others. 
The council of Actors Equity Assn. 
considered it yesterday (Tues.) but 
took no formal action. 

The Dramatists Guild, whose 
contract with Equity was the basis 
of ET, had not been notified of the 
letter yesterday, but it was indi- 
cated that the playwrights’ organi- 
zation has been dissatisfied with 
the operation and had agreed only 
reluctantly at a recent meeting to 
continue the setup another season. 
Im particular, Guild leaders have 
felt that the ET hasn’t been suf- 
ficiently “experimental” and they 
don’t like some of the terms given 
authors, particularly relating to 
film sales of ET-produced plays. 

Robert Breen, executive-secre- 
tary of ANTA, had not seen the 
union letter yesterday and said 
that pending his receipt of it he 
could not discuss the situation in 
detail. He conceded that the un- 
jons’ attitude apparently dooms 
ET, but declared that the Invita- 
tional Series, which presented 
new scripts last season for an av- 
erage of only $300, will probably 
be expanded. 

Commercial Angle Peeve 


_ _ As indicated in Saylor’s letter, 
the ATAM and the other unions 
are burned at ET’s use as a “tryout 
theatre” instead of as a strictly 
non-commercial project, as “origi- 
mally intended.” Not only were 
. “Skipper Next to God,” “Hope Is a 
Thing With Feathers” and “Ballet 
* transferred to Broadway 
for commercial runs (on which 
ANTA received all the profits and 
the union regulations were modi- 
fied), but in the case of the craft 
groups they resented what they re- 
; as unwarranted blame for 
high production costs and unfair 
Public criticism. 


Dickers Film Release 
For ‘Strange Bedfellows’ 


Philip A. Waxman, producer of 
“Strange Bedfellows,” at the Mo- 
Feseo, N.Y., is still dickering for re- 

of a film version of the 


Florence Ryerson-Colin Clements 
Comedy. He mtends making the 
Picture after the play’s road tour 
mext season. Identity of the com- 
pany with which he’s negotiating 
Ww distribution isn’t disclosed. 
axman returned from Hollywood 
week and will go back again 
Seon for more confabs. 
eal rights to “Bedfellows” 
been sold to Katerina 
Andreades, who recently produced 
rm Yesterday” in Athens. Bound 
the of the play will be issued in 
> the by Samuel French, pub- 
“agent for the authors. 
Booth Kin in “ erie” 
Keene, N. H., July 20. 


Col 

the tragedian, 
tus Booth, has the role 

a in “Glass. Menagerie,” 

Theat opens at the Keene Summer 

days. re next Tuesday (20) for four 


Tee igy Mrs. Colony and her hus- 


, Alfred, 
some 25 were vaude perform- 
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Lieblings Eye Paris 

Agents William Liebling and 
Audrey Wood (Mrs. Liebling), who 
went to England for the premiere 
there of “Glass Menagerie,” with 
Helen Hayes, are spending a few 
days in Paris to look over shows 
and talent. “Menagerie” opens in 
London at the Haymarket next 
Wednesday (28). They attended 
the tryout opening of the Ten- 
nessee Williams play last week in 
Brighton. Miss Wood agents the 
author. 

Couple are due back in the U. S. 
early in August. 


Wildberg-Hylton ‘Touch’ 
For London to Avoid 
U.S. Cost, Tax Headaches 


Due to a reshuffling of plans, 
“The Golden Touch,” new musical 
by Bud Burtson and Allan Sher- 
man, will pregm in England in- 
stead of New York. John Wildberg, 
who controls rights to musical, will 
launch it across the pond in asso- 
ciation with Jack Hylton, London 





' producer. Deal was set last week 


before Hylton departed for Britain. 
Duo are currently partnered in 
London production of “Anna 
Lucasta.” 

Wildberg had planned it to star 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
nitery and vaude comics. Deal fell 
through, however, when it was esti- 
mated production here would cost 
$250,000. Producers believe they 
can do it in London for half that 
amount. Although nobody as yet 
has been lined up for cast, it is ex- 
pected to comprise both British 
and U.S. talent. 

“Touch” is slated to preem in 
Manchester around Xmas and fol- 
lew into His Majesty’s, London, in 
February. If it clicks there it may 
be imported intact to U.S. for 
Broadway or a duplicate American 
company formed for U.S. run. By 
first doing the show in England 
the producers hope to avoid the 
present uncertainties of the U.S. 
tax situation relating to theatrical 
financing. 


SHUMLIN STUDIES 
NEW EPHRON SCRIPT 


Herman Shumlin has received 
the completed script of Phoebe and 
Henry Ephron’s dramatization of 
the William Manners book, “Father 
and the Angels.” If he likes it he 
intends putting the play into early 
production. The Ephrons, under 
contract at Warners, won't come 
East unless and until the play is 
ready for rehearsal. 


mlin has dropped his option 
oa “The Loud Red Patrick,” Ruth 
McKenney’s dramatization of her 
reminiscent book about her father. 


e bJ . 
Nixes ‘Yesterday’ Adapting 

Ken Englund, who has partnered 
with Lou Levy for the production 
of legit shows and films, turned 
down an offer to do the screen 
adaptation of “Born Yesterday” 


Id remain east. He’s now 
- Hampshire, collaborating 
Duke and Ogden 








so h 
in New 
with Vernon 


Nash on an untitled musical for | 


ion on Broadway this fall 
agers Pm sailed Friday (16) 
for England with the Andrews 
Sisters, but is due back in mid- 
oe productions have 
also slated for Broadway presen- 
tation a straight play, “Little Wo- 
man,” and a South American 
musical, “Amor,” both to be writ- 


ten by Englund. The idea is to do 
subsequent screen V 
productions. 


ersions of the 


OING BROADWAY 











BOOST & SHOWS 


“SEAIND A WEEK, By Several 


With Broadway in a severe 
seasonal slump, two-for-ones are 
| hypoing six shows as much as 
| $4,000-$5,000 a week apiece and 
| are credited with keeping the pro- 
| ductions alight. It amounts to a 
Major comeback for one of the 
| Perennial gimmicks af show busi- 
ness. 

_ All six of the presentations us- 
ing “twofers” (as the exchange 
premiums have come to be known 
}in the trade) are hits. They are 
|“Angels in the Wings,” at the 
Coronet; “Born Yesterday,” at the 
| Lyceum; “Command Decision,” at 
|the Fulton; “Strange Bedfellows,” 
| at the Moroseo; “The Heiress,” at 
| the Biltmore, and double-bill “The 
Respectful Prostitute’ and “The 


| Happy Journey,” at the Cort. In 
| the case of “Born Yesterday,” the 


bargain device has~ been used 
sparingly, chiefly as an experi- 
ment, but the other’ five manage- 
ments frankly credit it with sup- 
plying the vital b.o. margin for 
their shows. 

Cheryl Crawford wanted to use 
“twofers” as a shot-in-the-arm for 
“Brigadoon,” but was nixed by 
Billy Rose, owner of the Ziegfeld, 
N. Y., where the Alan Jay Lerner- 
Frederick Loewe musical has been 
playing since March, 1947. Ac- 
cording to Rose, he won’t allow 
his “$2,000,000 lollypop to be used 
as ‘a bargain basement as long as 
I have it.” The show is scheduled 
to close July 31, but will tour in 
the fall. Miss Crawford’s new 
musical production, “Love Life,” 

(Cont#iued on page 50) 


Still Await Choice 
Of Arbitrator In 
ATAM Pay Hike 


An arbitrator has still not been 
selected by the Assn. of Theatrical 
Agents and Managers and the 
League of N. Y. Theatres to settle 
the union’s request for a pay in- 
crease for business and company 
managers and pressagents. Both 
groups are listing various possibili- 
ties for the assignment. It’s figured 
there’s no hurry, however, as any 
new scale won't be effective any- 
way until Labor Day. 

Although the present contract 
extends until September, 1949, a 
clause permits the union to ask for 
an increase at the end of the first 
year. One odd angle of the present 
situation is that several ATAM 
members, representing the pro- 
ducers, participated in the League’s 
recent negotiations with Equity, at 
times joining in arguments i 
the actor union’s demand... 


ATS-Guild ’48-’49 Season 
Hits 106 Advance in Phila. 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

Seat sales for the American The- 
atre Society-Theatre Guild’s 1948- 
49 season promises to be big. Lewis 
D. Cook, in charge of the local of- 
fice, says the advance has reached 
$10,000 in mid-July, a figure not 
attained last year until late in Oc- 
tober. Cook attributes Philly’s 
acute interest in the Guild to the 
calibre of the plays given last 
season. 

The subscription season last 
year brought the buyers such items 











as “Streetcar Named Desire” “The 
|Medium” and “The Telephone,” 
'“Carousel,” “The Winslow Boy” 
“You Never Can Tell” and “Lady 
| Windermere’s Fan.” 

Odd thing about the heavy ad- 
‘vance is that the Guild’s coming 
season is largely promises, put out 
in the prospectus issued early in 
‘the Spring. Only definite offering 
is the N. Y. company of “Allegro, 
‘due here in October. Nevertheless, 
‘the local Guild office is working 


‘virtually 12 hours a day trying to 


keep up with the rush. 


New Equity-League Pact Marked 








T-H Weapon 

One of the ‘counter-pro- 
posals” of the League of N. Y. 
Theatres in its recent negoti- 
ations with Equity called for 
making the existing code “con- 
form” to the Taft-Hartley law. 
The union balked, arguing that 
T-H regulations do not apply. 

Under the T-H act, 2 unien 
may not expel or suspend a 
member except for non-pay- 


ment of dues (or initiation 
fees). Expulsion or suspen- 
sion (or threat of it) is 


Equity’s strongest disciplinary 
weapon against its members, 
and without it the organization 
would presumably have diffi- 
culty enforcing its regulations. 


3 Press Agents Handle 
Own Photography To 
Ballyhoo Legit Shows 


Newest wrinkle in legit pub- 
licity is for press agents to do 
their own photography for shows. 
Three agents are now doing it. 
They are Harry Forwood, agent for 
Osear Serlin for the incoming 
“Life with Mother;” Tom Kilpat- 
rick, representing Brock Pember- 
ton on “Harvey,” and Bernard Si- 
mon, ballying “Strange Bedfel- 
lows” for Philip A. Waxman. 

Besides reducing costs, the new 
practice makes it easier for the 
agent to grab pictures of all the 
publicity -exploitable happenings 
around a show, both backstage and 
at the homes of the actors. With 
his own camera and a supply of 
flashbulbs available, an agent can 
snap pictures of any notable back- 
stage visitors at the play, or any 
newsworthy people in the lebby 
during intermissions. Or he can 
visit the star’s home for informal 
pictures at parties, ete. 

Cost of the films, flashbulbs, de- 
veloping and printing is paid by 
the producer, but is still figured 
to be less than the expense of hav- 
ing commercial photographers, 
who charge $5 per negative, plus 
$1 per print. In addition, of 
course, the commercial photog 
isn’t as likely to be readily avail- 
able for sudden occasions. 

Seene pictures, requiring elabo- 
rate and expensive equipment as 
well as long experience and special 
skill, cannot be done by the press 
agent. Professional outfits such 
as Vandamm, Graphic House and 
Lucas & Pritchard are generally 
used for these assignments. 

Forwood was the first agent to 
take his own publicity photos. Al- 
ready a camera enthusiast, he 
started taking .pictures backstage 
during the Chicago engagement of 
“Life with Father,’ when show 
people travelling between New 
York and the Coast would stop off 
to attend the play and visit the 
actors’ dressing rooms. Simon 
took up the practice because he, 
too, is a camera fan. Kilpatrick, 
on the other hand, is a profes- 
sional, having his own photography 
business in addition to his press- 
agentry. 


BOB LEWIS TO STAGE 
‘45 MINUTES’ REVIVAL 


A revival of the old George M. 
Cohan musical, “45 Minutes From 
Broadway,” is being readied for a 
fall opening by Mickey Baron. 
Allen Boretz is working on seript 
at his Chatham (N.Y.) summer re- 
treat, with Robert Lewis, who will 
stage. 

Max Gordon, who was interest- 
ed in “45 Minutes,” will not be 
associated. Mary Jane Walsh will 
have the femme lead. 


Harding Ordered te Rest 
Alfred Harding, of the staff of 
Equity, was taken ill yesterday 
(Tues.) with a recurrence of an ear 

















| infection. 
He’s been ordered to take an 
extended rest. 


—e ° 


Concessions to Union 


The new agreement reached last 
week by Equity and the League of 
N.Y. Theatres represents a marked 
advance for the union. Although 
the terms are a compromise be- 
tween the actors’ and producers’ 
original demands, they contain a 
number of new concessions to the 
players’ organization. The man- 
agers succeeded only in tossing 
out or modifying some of the ae- 
tor proposals. 


Verbal agreement was reached 
last Wednesday (14), after weeks of 
negotiations, some of which were 
heated and in one case involving 
blows. Terms of the accord are 
being put into written form by Re- 
beeca Brownstein, attorney for 
Equity, and Milton Weir, repre- 
senting the League, The task will 
probably be completed within a 
week or so, after which, if no fur- 
ther disagreement arises, the con- 
tract will be signed. The deal, 
covering theatrical production in 
New York and on the road, be- 
comes effective Aug. 15 and runs 
two years. The Equity council ap- 
proved the pact yesterday (Tues.). 


Salaries under the new code are 
upped from $60 to $75 in New 
York and from $65 to $80 on the 
road. Pay for rehearsals rises 
from $25 to $40 a week. The ac- 
tors had demanded $75 pay in New 
York and $100 on the road, with 
a rehearsal rate of $50 a week. The 
managers first offered a $6 pay 
raise and $2.50 higher rehearsal 
rate, later raising the salary figure 
to a straight $10 boost. A new 
clause in the pact is the provision 
for an automatic cost-of-living 
raise if the Bureau of Labor index 
is higher at the end of the first 
year. 

Minimums for stage managers 
were put at $150 for a straight play 
in New York and $175 on the road, 
and $200 for a musical in New 
York and $225 on the road. The 
producers agreed to hire one as- 
sistant stage manager for straight 
plays, at a minimum of $75 in New 
York and $100 on. the road; and 
two assistant stage managers for 
musicals, at $100 minimum in New 
York and $125 on the road. Equity 
drop its demand that stage 
manatbers not be required to under- 
study. The union also withdrew its 


London Shoes 
Set by Hylton 


London rights to “High Button 
Shoes” have been acquired by Jack 
Hylton, who plans to have the mu- 
sical comedy ready for November 
presentation in the West End. Deal 
is reported to call for an advance 
of $25,000, plus 12% of the gross 
and 25% of the profits. Agreement 
was set Monday (19) with the 
Broadway producers, Monte Proser 
and Joseph Kipness. Hylton re- 
turned Friday (16) to London, af- 
ter a brief trip to the U. S. to 
dicker for the.-rights. 

The London edition of the show 
will probably be cast there, with 
a few leads possibly recruited in 
America. One highlight of the 
show, the Mack Sennett ballet, may 
be dropped, however, as Olsen and 
Johnson are reported to have done 
a similar number in their own 
show there recently. Kipness, cur~- 
rently readying “That’s the Ticket,” 
the new Philip and Jules Epstein- 
Harold Rome musical, may go to 
London for the “Shoes” preem, but 
would return immediately to New 
York. 


HUBBARD AS ‘ROGER’ 
Los Angeles, July 20. 

John Hubbard will play the male 
lead in “Roger the Sixth,” 
legiter by Joseph Carole, probably 
with Margaret Lindsay as femme 
topper. 

Piay will open in San Francisco 
with Broadway aspirations. Wil- 
liam Fender is producing and Hal 











Walker directing. Several film 
names are bankrolling. 
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transcends the average attitude on 
what makes a show click vr flop. 
He appraised any attraction, 
whether legit or any other type of 
show, with the boxoffice treasur- 
er’s complete mathematical ken. 
Jack knew more about “ice,” ticket- 
handling, boxoffice manipulation 
and the like than did many so- 
called theatre impresario who fre- 
quently found the leakage and the 


breakage the difference between a 


healthy profit and just getting by. 
When Sime started the Drama 
Criiics Boxscore 25 years ago, it 
was Jack who poticed it. It was for 
that reason that he personally re- 
fused to join the N. Y. Drama 
Critics Circle. Jack’s addiction to 
the credo of b.o., and the New 
York reviewers’ resistance—even 
now—to the idea of making them 
call a yes or no on a legit opening 
caused him to remain consistently 
the lon« wolf at openings. 
Pulaski’s tough looking counten- 
ance wis the result of a football 
accident in his youth with an 
Orange (N. J.) team. At the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, he was a 
crack track man. One legend was 
that he suffered the broken nose 
as a professional boxer, and Jack 
didn’t dissuade the idea, since it 
was especially convenient in the 








"tee Williams on ‘Ibee’ 


Among the wide press en- 

comums, perhaps what Joe 
- Williams, in the N. Y. World- 
Telegram, Monday (19), had 
to say sums up everything. 
Williams wrote: 

“Everybody around the 
tracks mourns the death of 
Jack Pulaski, VARIETY’s veter- 
an drammer critic. A_ real 
solid gent, Old John was.” 


—_ 
econ 


tough Prohibition days when he 
was on the night prowl. At the U. 
of P. he specialized in economics 
and accountancy. Underneath the 
“toughness” of course, as his inti- 
mates knew, Jack was a softie and 
a sentimentalist. 


Jack’s segue from A. C. to 








a thtidenintiemeeemeammnemanll 





on the old N. ¥. Evening Mail as a 
s; rts writer, covering baseball 
and also doing a column on the 
fights under 
page of Left Jab. To the end Jack 
covered the major fights for 
Variety and was a familiar figure 
at almost every other major sports 
event. For less than a year 
reanaged VariETY’s Chicago office 
until succeeded by Jack Lait, now 
editor of the N. Y. Mirror. 


Ibee was one of the eight staf- 


fers to whom Sime left blocks of. 
25 and 50 shares when he died in| 


1933, said stock to become their 
complete property upon reaching 
5(’. 


che d-ilies have made mention , 


of Pulaski’s sentimental manage- 


ment of the details attendant to | 


the annual pilgrimages around 
Sept. 22, when many show people 
sojourn to Salem Fields cemetary, 
and pay homage to Sime. This 


year marks the 15th such anni- | 


versary and it will be the first Jack 
will not arrange. Abel. 





Jack Gould’s ‘Profile’ 

Jack Gould, on Feb. 19, 1939, did 
a profi’ on Jack Pulaski in the 
N. Y. Times labeled ‘“Ibee the 
Mugg.” Here are some excerpts: 

“During intermissions at the 
premieres, when fluff, floff and 
how - doooo - yoooo ~doo00 prevail, 
Ibee (pronounced eye-b) takes his 
stand on the curbstone and views 
the proceedings with an impartial 
eye, the meanwhile exchanging 
confidences with experienced folk 
like himself who know the house 
will be for rent after Saturday 
night. Once stationed at his stand, 
feet parted like a fighter to balance 
‘his weight, he is not apt to move 
until his cigaret starts to singe the 
fore-knuckle of his index finger. 
A rookie policeman, new to Broad- 
way, suggested at one time that 
Ibee move along because of con- 
gestion at an opening. The second 
time the cop made his request Ibee 
turned around. “Scram,” [bee said, 
his eyes glowering from under the 
Stiff brim of his dark brown fedora. 
_The rookie went away... . 

“As a reviewer, Jack had to 
adopt a four-letter signature for 
his reviews in conformance with a 
tradition that none should be 
longer than that of Sime. That's 
why it is mugg and not mug, too. 

over the platform of 


sane 


‘ 


Jack Pulaski — 


Continued from page 2 — 


| obtains 


| 


the nom-de-sports | 
-wayite, the real thing in person, 


} 


| was in town. The intrigued Texans 


| batches, 
|around Pulaski and listened to his 

















Variety, which says in part that 
‘Whatever there is will be printed 
without regard to whose name 1s 
mentioned,’ Sime decided that 
most of ihe drama reviews in the 
‘daily newspapers were mere aca~ 
demic cream puffs which never ex- 
pressed an opinion. Sime decided 
to rate the critics on a percentage 
basis as baseball teams are. Ever 
since, there has been a hue and 
cry over the value of the box-office 
rating of critics, some claiming it 
was mere of a distinction to be in 
the cellar than in top place, be- 
cause the box-office should not be 
a gauge ior dramatic criticism. But 
Sime and Pulaski achieved their 


purposes. The percentage of “no 
opinion” reviews has __ steadily 
dwindled. 

Realistic 


“Pulaski is a steadfast “believer 
in realism in judging the theatre. 
‘What good is art without the box- 
office?’ he says. ‘People have to 
eat.’ For all the iils which beset 
the theatre he has a unique solu- 
tion: ‘Put on good shows., How 
to solve the ticket distribution 
problem? ‘Don't put on hits,’ says 
Mr. Pulaski... . 

“He has had any number of 
feuds, professional and personal. 
|His name does not appear on the 
'first-night press list of the Shu- 
| berts, with whom Variety has had 
|more than one quarrel, but Pulaski 
(is always present in an aisle seat 
at the Snubert openings. How he 

the tickets is his own 
‘secret. ... 

“Jack Pulaski is noted for his 
‘language. Much of it is couched 
iin the slang of VARIETY, terse and 
to the point, and much is couched 
_in words that, to say the least, are 
|strong. Those words are not said, 
| however, with any flippancy but 


mired. Carl Sandburg would call 


| with an earthiness that is to be ad- 


| them poetry as much as profanity. 


Pulaski’s jet black hair, 180 pounds 
of weight, broad shoulders and 
about 5 teet 10 inches of height 
make his words respected. 
“Pulaski and Charles McLendon, 
_city editor of The Herald Tribune, 


oat j 
VARiETY was detoured by a stint | took a junket once to Fort Worth, 


Texas. Pulaski made himself com- 


| fortable in a Fort Worth hotel din- 


ing room and talked along as he 
satistied his thirst. Word got 
around Fort Worth that a Broad- 


paraded into the dining room in 


formed a_ semicircle 


|language with awe for several 
| hours. Fort Worth never had any- 
thing like it before or since. 


L’ Affaire Joe Laurie 


_ “Pulaski and his wife, Mrs. Lil- 
lion Pulaski, whom he married 
‘thirty years ago in Atlantic City, 
once lived at the Hotei Whitby, 
where numerous other theatrical 
folk had homes too. After cover- 
ing a fight and making the nightly 
_round of Broadway oases, Pulaski 
would come home in the morning 
with one desire—to sleep in peace. 
The neighbors concocted the idea 
of hiring a sour German band to 
| play under Pulaski’s window. A 
| stream of vivid expletives would 
| pour forth from the Pulaski apart- 
' ment and the neighbors would lis- 
ten reverently. Then would come 
a shoe or odd book, hurled with 
/ supreme force. Pulaski complained 
|to the hotel management and the 
| police, but the German band re- 
appeared until the joke was worn 
thin. Pulaskiavas never sure who 
was responsible. Suspicion rests 
on Joe Laurie, Jr.. whose barking 
dog finally drove Jack out of the 
Whitby. 

“Regardless of where or when, 
Pulaski is always himself. One 
summer night a few years ago 
there was a formal opening and 


. Brooks Atkinson puzzled over suit- 


able garb for the occasion. He de- 
cided on neatly pressed white 
'trousers. As Mr. Atkinson walked 
| down the aisle a voice boomed out 
across the theatre: ‘Hey, Brooksie, 
how do you like them white 
pants?’ Never. white’ trousers 
‘again, says Mr. Atkinson. 

“Like Richard Maney, the mad 
Irishman, who could put Roget to 
shame in compiling a Thesaurus, 
Pulaski belongs to the old Broad- 
_ way school which always shows up 
_at the office no matter how hectic 
last night was or jittery this morn- 
_ing is. His fingers were badly 
_ burned while saving Erin O'’Brien- 
_Moore, the wife of one of his close 
friends, Mark Barron, drama edi- 


«Steaurre sane , *. 





Juke Bows to ‘Ibee’ 


One of Jack Pulaski’s pet 
aversions was jukeboxes, which 
he considered enemies of con- 
versation and social relaxation. 
The one in the Roxy bar and 
grill, adjacent to the VARIETY 
office in West 46th street, par- 
ticularly annoyed him during 
his visits there. 

As a gesture to Ibee owners 
turned off the jukebox in the 
place last Friday (16), when 
they learned of his death. An 
“Out of Order” sign was placed 
on the instrument, and it was 
kept out of operation until 
after the funeral Monday (19). 








tor of The Associated Press, from | 
perhaps fatal burns when her dress | 


caught fire from a_ carelessly 
thrown match. 


typewriter as usual the next morn- 


ing and wrote his review of ‘The | 


American Way’ with one finger. 


“Pulaski has always threatened | 
to write a book about his experi-.| 


ences. But as with most news- 
paper men, excepting foreign 
correspondents, he has yet to put 
on paper: ‘Chapter 1, Page 1” 


Philly Dell In 





Premature Fold 


Philadelphia, July 20. 


Robin Hoed Dell, summer home | 


of the Philadelphia Orchestra and 
one of the nation’s top al fresco 
concert spots, ended its 1948 sea- 
son Saturday because of lack of 
funds. 


The Dell had played only four 
weeks of a scheduled seven-week 
summer season. The sudden termi- 
nation left musicians and concert 
artists holding the bag for the can- 
celled three weeks. Dimitri Mi- 
tropoulos, Minneapolis Symphony 
conductor. who has guided the Dell 
destinies for the last four seasons, 
quit in a huff Saturday night aiter 
the final concert. 

Mitropoulos spilled the beans 
Friday night, when he announced 
from the podium that the “fare- 
well concert” was due the follow- 
ing evening. The Dell manage- 
ment had planned to make a for- 
mal announcement to the Sunday 
papers and just fold its tents. 

Indications that all was not well 
at the Dell were revealed exclu- 
sively in VARIETY two weeks ago, 
when it was disclosed that attend- 
ance was far below that of previous 
seasons. Henry E. Gerstley, presi- 
dent of Dell corporation, in a re- 
view of the organization’s trouble 
stated that $15,000 was needed to 
run this week and a total of $35,000 
would have to be forthcoming to 
close out the season. 

The Dell management waited 
hopefully at the telephones after 
the closing story broke prema- 
turely.. They got many expressions 
of sympathy, Gerstley said, but no 
checks. 

Dell musicians, many of whom 
had given up vacations and other 
posts, were hardest hit by the clos- 
ing. The Dell payroll for conduc- 
tor and symphony ensemble runs 
about $10,000 a week. 

Gerstley, outlining the Dell’s 
parlous finances, said that the 
Friends of the Dell (a group of 
people who pay $50 each for the 
privilege of a reserved seat at 
every concert) had raised $40,000 
before the start of the season: 
$10,000 of this sum, however, went 
to pay last year’s deficit. 

The Dell was budgeted to get 
through the season on $150,000. 
The pre-season sale of coupon 
books amounted to $48,000, which 
was $24,000 less than last year. 
Attendance for the first three 
weeks of season was 50,000—17,000 
below last year. 

Top draws at the symphony sta- 
dium were Jose Iturbi and Lauritz 
Melchior and the perennial Sig- 
mund Romberg. The three stars 
drew capacity mobs of 12,000 and 
more. But attendance at the 
straight symphonic programs was 
woeful. For example, a crowd of 
only 1,400 heard Mitropoulos give 
the cancellation tipoff and, even 
after the announced closing, a 
mere_2.000 showed up for the final 
program. 

Cancellation of the 1948 season 
was the only means of preserving 
the Dell, which could never liqui- 
date a $35,000 deficit once in- 
curred, Gerstley declared. Hold- 
ers of coupon books were asked to 
retain them and use the tickets 
next year. 
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But he was at his | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Teams representing six show business groups have a softball league, 
with games a couple of afternoons a week in Central Park, N.Y. Out- 
fits, in their current order in the league, are the Hickory Logs, repre- 
senting the restaurant in West 47th street; Herald Tribune (mostly 
from the composing room); Ben Yost’s Vikings; Blue Notes, members 
of a Negro band; “Command Decision,” representing the play at the 
Fulton, N.Y.; Actors Exchange, and Local 802 of the musicians’ union. 
There was also a team from the cast of “Mister Roberts,” but the 
show’s management ordered it to disband when several players were 
injured and missed performances at the Alvin, N.Y. 

Games are generally played more or less for laughs, although there’s 

always a paid umpire (the players put up $5 and recruit one of the 
Central Park characters for the assignment). In most cases the cost of 
uniforms and equipment is put up by the show management, non- 
playing members, etc. Typical examples of how the games go were 
two tilts last week. In one, the Herald Trib team scored 14 runs in 
the first inning against “Command Decision” and finally won out 14-10. 
In the other, “Command Decision” was leading the Hickory Logs by 
the score of 6-3. But the “CD” pitcher, James Whitmore, had to leave 
for a radio rehearsal and the Logs scored the winning four runs in 
| the ninth inning. 
Louis Calhern, star of “The Play’s the Thing,” at the Booth, is the 
| self-appointed “Happy Chandler” of the league, although his show isn’t 
represented by a team. He attends most games and issues decisions in 
| disputes. 








“Joy to the World,” a moderate hit of last season, is an example of 
| how a promoter may get a half interest in someone else’s pending pro- 
duction without actually investing his own money. , 

When John Houseman came east to do the show he had only $35,000 
of the $65,000 budget. William R. Katzell, co-presenter with Lee Sabin- 
son of ‘‘Finian’s Rainbow,” offered to supply the necessary $35,000 for 
an equal partnership, and Houseman, faced with the prospect of aban- 
doning the project, had to accept. 

Katzell borrowed the $30,000, using a stock of textiles as security, 
then persuaded friends in the garment industry to invest $30,000 in the 
play. He was thus reimbursed for his buy and repaid his loan. Ag 
limited partners, those who had invested the $30,000 were entitled to 
a one-for-two share of the profits. As co-producer, Katzell split the 
producer’s half of the net. 

In numerous instances those who bring in substantial backing for 
| productions receive a share of the profits (frequently 10°) as com- 
— but it’s unusual for anyone to get a co-producer’s slice on that 
asis. 








Salary of Beatrice Straight as femme lead in “The Heiréss,” at the 
Biltmore, N. Y., was incorrectly reported last week as $300. Correct 
figure is $350. - Patricia Collinge, co-starred with Basil Rathbone, gets 
$575. Rathbone, on a guarantee-and-percentage arrangement, has been 
asked by the management to accept $1,200 instead of $1,500 guarantee, 
with the percentage continuing to apply when the gross tops $12,000. 
Wendy Hiller, who preceded Miss Straight in the title part, was also 
on a guarantee-and-percentage basis. 








Dramatic rights to David Broekman’s autobiographical book, “Shoe- 
| String Symphony,” are held by Alfred Fischer, who was associated 

with the Theatre Guild last season in a revival of Shaw’s “You Never 
Can Tell.” Fischer has informed Broekman that he intends producing 
Symphony” jointly with Alfred de Liagre, Jr., but contracts for such 
| a deal have not been signed. 


‘Twofers’ Hypo B’way 


Continued from page 49 























by Kurt Weill and Lerner, is | culated to bolster attendance reg- 
booked into another theatre, the | ularly and to needle it particular- 
46th Street, for Oct. 7. | ly at slack periods. - ~ 

During the final weeks of “Love All “twofers” must be redeemed 
agen ee er a con re ist the theatre by 7:45 the night 

. *., a |of performance and 1:45 prior to 
with the F. Hugh Herbert COmedy | Matinees, thus giving the full price 
suggested that “twofers” be used | patrons access to the b.o. just be- 
to bolster business and possibly | fore curtain time. And, to avoid 
extend the run, but producer | antagonizing the regular trade, 
Barnard Straus vetoed it. The bar- | holders of “twofers” are normally 


gain premiums were used for | seated j i “ 
“Ballet Ballads,” at the Music Box, | tions As Pog tee’ ateteaterts 
N. Y., but didn’t boost trade | not immediately adjacent to of- 


enough to save the show. They | fejal- ; i 
also failed to keep “Me and Mol- | these sree Meee ohne “the 


- . 'these precautions 
ly” running at the Belasco, N. Y., | bad aspects or ai 
in the face of the general b.o. Senne SF, Se tang. Fema. 


, But as_long as it provides 
slump. But the gimmick was slong as it provides the op- 


‘erating margin for their shows 
credited with extending the stay | man P , P on 
of “Deep Are The. Roots” agements will continue to use 


by the device 
about 12 : 
weeks several SOROS | All two-for-one distribution is 


ago. 
. Admitted Drawbacks mare through one outlet, the 
There are admitted drawbacks rnin ex Ticket & Printing Co. 
to the use of “twofers.” Besides |. "'S firm keeps its exact methods 
Rose's feeling that they tend to 2%4 the identities of its clients 
cheapen the theatre and the show, | aie et, but a check of the boxoffice 
there’s always the possibility that b> urns of the pasteboards _ in- 
a playgoer whe has forked over “tes that circulation is chiefly 
: : : through the personnel offices of 
the advertised price of $4.80 apiece },.9.% P _ offic 
for his tickets may be outraged _278¢ industrial enterprises in the 
to learn that others have paid , °“‘Tounding boroughs. 
only $2.80 (the full Federal tax [" general, “twofer” patrons ap- 
is payable on the cut-price ducats). Pear to be people who don’t 
In addition, some of the two-for- |"°rmally go to the theatre, fre- 
one patrons may not be new busi- Guently upstairs trade. Mostly 
ness, but people who might other- they're those who can’t afford 
wise have paid the regular scale. legit prices. And, although a few 
Also, if the “twofers” aren’t care- ay be permanently spoiled as 
fully controlled, the bargain trade | '¢8ular b.o.-scale patrons, others 
may occasionally buy out the Laeay be introduced to the theatre 
house for a performance and pre- | 44 gradually become fairly steady 
bee see eeee patzene from ob- | Playgoers. 
ning seats. Finally, there’s the Of course, the only thing novel 
possibility that a public educated about the present ian of “two- 
to cutrate tickets may never be |fers” is the extensive scale on 
willing to pay the standard scale. | which it is being used. That is 
Per paci ig that are using the merely a reflection of the severity 
ingles snd do vt age Re these of the current b.o. slump. Under 
mize them. tho ~~ . es to mini- normal conditions (if there are any 
impossible t ugh it’s obviously such in show business) the various 
ae a o avoid occasional kinds of cutrate gimmicks are 
. ge one the results are bound used oniy in isolated. situations. 
e beyond computation. The Years ago, when Leblang’s oper- 
distribution of the premium paste- ated as a cutrate ticket agency, 
boards is carefully regulated by the practice of bargaining a show 
the boxoffice Staff so that not too was common. In those days many 
many are out at any one time and a New York swairt with limited 
no single performance is swamped. | finances carried on a “Leblang’s 





At the same time, enough are cir- ‘romance.’ 


fice >. 
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Chi Improves; Shoes’-Foy SRO 
386, John 126 ‘Annie’ Nice 276 


Chicago, July 20. 





Boxoffice legit take here last 
week was much better, that is with 
the exception of “For Love of 
Money,” which closed at the Sel- 
wyn Sunday (18). Play got fair no- 
tices, but just didn’t catch on. 
“High Button Shoes,” with Eddie 
Foy, Jr., still has the “no seats left 
sign up, and 
Gun” perked after a faulty start. 
Critics gave the nod to the Billie 
Worth replacement of Joan Ed- 
wards. “John Loves Mary” jumped 
up along with the rest.~ 

“Oklahoma!” will reopen the Er- 
langer, which has been closed for 
remodeling, on Aug. 2 for five 


weeks, after which “Mr. Roberts” | 31 


takes over. 


Ruth Gordon has promised her | 24 


new play, “Leading Lady” to the 

Shuberts to light the Harris or Sel- 

wyn Sept. 14 or thereabouts. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Annie Get Your Gun”, Shu- 
bert (2d week), (2,100; $4.94). Nice 
$27,000 for second stanza. 

“For Leve or Money,” Selwyn 
(3rd week) (1,000; $3.71). Broke up 
here Jul¥ 18 after disastrous $5,- 
000. 

“High Button Shoes,” Great 
Northern (9th week) (1,500; $6.18). 
Week after week sellout $38,000; 
advance up to $150,000. 

“John Loves Mary”, Harris (23rd 
week) (1,000; $3.71). Okay at $12,- 
000. 


‘OKLAL’ SOCK $30,000 
IN RETURN TO.D. C. 


Washington, July 20. 

National theatre hit a sock $30,- 
000 last week for the umpteenth 
return (first week) of “Oklahoma!” 
at $4.20 top. 

“Oklahoma!” is booked in for the 
final three weeks. before the Na- 
tional folds as a legit house and 
swings over to picture policy after 
necessary alterations. 

Meanwhile, Washingtonians are 
hoping for.a miracle in the tug-of- 
war between the theatre and Equity 
over the house’s “White Only” pol- 
icy. Only a settlement of some 
kind can save bigtime legit for 
Washington. 


Joan Edwards Ails, 
Out of Chi ‘Annie’ 


Chicago, July 20. 

Joan Edwards, lead in the tour- 
ing company of “Annie Get Your 
Gun” withdrew from the show last 
week because of a broken blood 
vessel in her vocal chords. She 
has been replaced temporarily by 
Billie Worth. Miss Edwards had 
the role for less than two weeks, 
breaking» in shortly before the 
Chi opening, July 5. She’s remain- 
ing here for medical treatment. 

Musical, which played 18 weeks 
earlier this year, has had a lean 
take so far. Miss Worth has had 
a singing and dancing role in the 
show for the past season.- Pro- 
ducers Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, II, are meanwhile 
reported seeking a name singer 
to take the title part permanently. 


Jed Harris in H’wood 


To Cast for Sartre Play 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Jed Harris planed in last week, 
reportedly to cast the leads in a 
Jean-Paul Sartre play he’s ready- 
ing for production on ay 
this fall. Understood he wants 
Paul Lukas for the show. This is 
not “Les Main Sales” (“Dirty 
Hands”), also by the French dra- 
matist, which Harris will probably 
stage this season for Jean Dal- 
rymple. Title of the new play isn’t 
disclosed, but Harris is understood 
planning to produce it on his own, 
not in association with Fred Finkle- 


“The Heiress” on Broadway. Har- 

ris plans to —— oe Green 

Tree” as a solo effort during 

1949-50 season. ws 
nan garengy ag arrived here by 

plane over 

= weekend, but not 














Hurok Claim Deferred 


Claim of Sol Hurok and several 
other backers against the produ- 
cers of “Billion Dollar Baby” for 
alleged mismanagement and ac- 
counting of receipts has been in- 
definitely deferred by consent of 
both sides. 


Reason given is the serious ill- 
ness of co-producer Oliver Smith, 
who is also out of the country at 
present. 


Current Road Shows 


; (July 19-31) 
“Annie Get Your Gun” — Shu- 





| 


“Annie Get Your | 


bert, Chi. (19-31). 

“Blackouts of 1948”—E] Capitan, 
L. A. (19-31). . 

“Carousel”—Aud., Oakland (19- 
24); Biltmore, L. A. (26-31). 

“For Leve or Money”—Selwyn, 
Chi. (19-24). 


“High Button Shoes”—Gt. North- | 


ern, Chi. (19-31). 


“John Loves Mary”—Harris, Chi. 
(19-31). 


) Macdalena” —Aud., L.A. (26- 
“Oklahoma!” —Nat'l, Wash. (12- 


“Oklahoma!” —Aud., Sacramento 
(19-31). 
“Private Lives”—Biltmore, L. A. 
: oe Metropolitan, Seattle (26- 
). 


“Sweethearts” — Curran, Frisco | 


(26-31). 
“Winslow Boy” — Geary, Frisco 
(19-31). 


‘Jubilee’ in 3G Bow 
At St. Louis Al Fresco 


St. Louis, July 20. 

The Cole Porter-Moss Hart musi- 
cal, “Jubilee,” teed off a seven- 
night run in the Municipal Theatre 
Assn.’s al fresco playhouse in 
Forest Park Monday (19) before a 
mob of 8,500 with a gross of ap- 
proximately $3,000. Rain up to cur- 
tain time held down the crowd. 
Last act was played in a drizzle. 
The piece was previously presented 
here in the open-air amphitheatre 
in 1945. 

Helen Raymond and comic Wil- 
liam Lynn clicked in the lead roles. 
New faces who scored are the 
Canadian blonde looker, Gale Sher- 
wood; Benjamin F. Miller and Dick 
Martin in singing parts. Outstand- 
ers in support were Pittman Corry, 
Edwin Steffe, Bernice Aledon and 
Norman Young. Watson Barratt, 
scenic designer, contributed some 
eye-filling sets. 

Rudolf Friml’s “White Eagle,” 
with the opening performance 
washed away by a _ cloudburst, 
wound . its stand Sunday (18). It 
was a split verdict from the critics, 
but the show attracted 50,000 
payees who laid an estimated $41,- 
000 on the line. 


‘Desert Song’ Neat 28G 
In 7 Shows at Indpls. 


Indianapolis, July 20. 

“Desert Song,” curtain-raiser in 
1948 “Stars Under the Stars” series 
at Butler Bowl, took handsome 
$28,000 at $2.55 top in seven per- 
formances July 10-17 despite 
threating weather and one per- 
formance washed out. Extra per- 
formance was added Saturday (17) 
to make up for night lost. Show 
was produced by Alonzo Price and 
conducted by Charles Hedley, with 
Robert Shafer, Virginia Card, Wil- 
liam Sully, Phyllis Wilcox and 
Dennis Carroll in leads. 

Production of “Merry Widow,” 
featuring Victoria Sherry and 
Charles Percell, week of July 25, 
will follow set of three concerts 
this stanza by Indianapolis summer 
symphony orchestra under direc- 
tion of Fabien Sevitzky. First con- 
cert, all-Gershwin, Sunday (18), 
drew 4,731, season’s top to date 
in paid admissions. 


L’ville Symph In 
Auditorium Switch 
Louisville, July 20. 

Louisville Philharmonic Sym- 
phony concerts will be held this 
year in Columbia auditorium, after 
long-term use of Memorial aud. 
Between $10,000 and $20,000 will 
be spent improving the aud be- 
fore the season opens in October. 
Size of the orch will be reduced 
from 68 to 50, making personnel 
completely professional.. Stage 
will be enlarged, and boxes will be 
installed on the main floor. When 
completed, it will seat about 1,300, 
about half the capacity of Me- 
morial. 

Concerts by Cincinnati Symph 
will continue to be held at Memo- 
rial, where the capacity will ac- 
commodate the membership of the 
Cincinnati Symph Society. — 

New manager of the sym 
John Woolford, succeeding James 
Bagby, who resigned in April aft- 














er serving only a short time. 
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‘Sweethearts’ NSG 2636 
In Finale Wk. at L.A. 


Los Angeles, July 20. 

“Sweethearts,” third offering of 
the L.A. Civie Light Opera sea- 
son, pulled out of town Saturday 
night (17) after racking up a four- 
week take of $146,600, only me- 
dium. Bobby Clark starrer began 
sliding in the final two frames, con- 
cluding stanza registering only 
$26,500. House stays dark for a 
week, then rekindles July 26 with 
the world premiere of ‘“Magda- 
lena,” final Civie offering of the 
and slated as a Theatre 
Guild attraction for the fall sea- 
son in New York. 


Also finaling last week was “The 
Merry Widow,” first of the season’s 
presentations at the Greek theatre. 
| Two-week take was a below-hopes 
| $68,560. 

Newcomers this week include 
“The Vagabond King,” which 
| started last night as the Greek 





theatre’s second. and “Cupid 
|Thumbs His Nose,” which world 
|preems tomorrow (21) at the 
| Coronet. 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 
(317th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Back in 
that $17,000 groove. 
“Lend an Ear,” Las Palmas (5th 
wk) (388; $3.60). SRO $6,300. 





“Private Lives,” Biltmore (2d 
wk) (1,636; $4.20). Up $1,000 to 
$25,500. 

“Separate Rooms,” New Beaux 
Arts (9th wk) (560; $3). Up to 
$4,300. 

“Sweethearts,” Philharmonic 
Aud (4th wk) (2,670; $4.20). 


Slumped to $26,500, considerably 
below expectations, for $146,600 
on four frames. 

“The Merry Widow,’ Greek 
Theatre (2d wk) (4,419; $3.60). 
Bounced up to $36,000 but two- 
week total of $68,500 under hopes. 


‘Winslow’ Husky 1536 
In 2d Frisco Week 


San Francisco, July 20. 
“The Winslow Boy” chalked up 
a husky $15,500 for its second 
week at the Geary (1,550; $3.60). 
“Sweethearts,” third Civic Light 
Opera production, with Bobby 
Clark, ‘which opened Monday (19) 
at the Curran (1,776; $4.20), showed 
an advance of. $15,000 above regu- 
lar subscriptions for its three- 
week booking. 














Equity-League 


demand of immunity for Equity 
deputies in show casts. 


Arbitration Clause Same 

Despite efforts of the producers 
to revise the arbitration clause, it 
remains the same, while disputes 
over pay, interpretation of rules, 
etc., also are unchanged. Actors 
will hereafter. get an annual vaca- 
tion of one week with minimum 
pay and, in case of illness of a star 
forcing the suspension of a show, 
the other actors get $7.50 per can- 
celled performance for first week 
and pro-rata pay for additional 
time missed. Equity dropped its 
demand for a six-day week on the 
road, as in New York. 

Another innovation is the rule 
that clothes must be furnished to 
actors making less than $175 a 
week (as always, costumes must be 
furnished to all actors, and all 
clothes and costumes to femme 
players). The management must 
give 24 hours notice for taking 
pictures and a week’s notice for 
benefits (benefits will be permitted 
only on a secret ballot of the cast 
involved). 
(except the final day), may not be 
more than 12 hours per da’. Casts 
laying off Christmas and Lenten 
weeks out of town must be paid 
minimum salaries. 

Chorus Equity gets the same 
minimums and rehearsal coin as 
the actors. Understudies must be 
selected within two weeks after the 
opening, but the union dropped its 
demand for the employment of a 
“swing couple” (general under- 
study pair), for each musical show. 
A joint Equity-League committee 
will be set up to consider a few 
minor matters still open. 

In the absence of Paul Dullzell, 
recently resigned executive-secre- 
tary, and Paul Turner, senior coun- 
sel, Equity’s chief negotiators were 
Miss Brownstein, Ralph Bellamy 
and Philip Loeb. Principal spokes- 
mén for the League were Weir, 
executive-secretary James F. Reil- 
ly and Brock Pemberton. 





Seligman named assistant 





Bernie 
to Ken Later of the William Morris 
Agency legit dept. 


Final week's rehearsals | 
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Estimates Are Net 


Legit gross estimates of 
Broadway and the road are net; 
that is, minus the 20% Feder- 
al and (where there is such) 
local tax. That is the amount 
on which theatre, author, actor 
and other percentages are fig- 
ured. ae 

The parenthetic admission- 
top price includes the U. S. 
amusement and any local tax, 
however. 


‘OKLA! SOCK 476 
IN SACRAMENTO AUD. 


Sacramento, suny fas 
Touring company 0 a a- 
homa!” grossed a bulging $47,000 
last week in-the 4,444-seat Sacra- 
mento auditorium. 
It continues this week, with pros- 
pects for another torrid gate. 


Added Strawhats 


The following summer theatres, 
not previously listed, will operate 
this season. Equity - franchised 
spots are designated (E.) and non- 
Equity (N.). This brings the total 
number of strawhats to 213 so far. 

CANADA 


Midland, Ont.: Midland summer 
theatre; Jack Blockland. (‘(N.) 
Toronto: Royal Ontario Museum 
theatre; Stanley Bell. (N.) 
COLORADO 
Aspen: Aspen players; Wheeler 
opera house. ‘N.). 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Martha’s Vineyard: Rice play- 
house; Franklin Trask. (E.) 
MICHIGAN 
Adrian: Lenawee players; Dor- 
othy Chernuck. (N.) 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Swanzey: Potash Bowl theatre 
N 


Ba 
Windham: Windham playhouse 
(N.). 
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NEW JERSEY 


Atlantic City: Convention Hall; 
David Lowe. (E.) 

Deal: Conservatory theatre (N.) 

Princeton: University players; 
Murray theatre; John Capsis. (N.) 


NEW YORK 


Clinton Hollow: Clinton Hollow 
playhouse. (N.) 

Garden City, L.I.: Adelphi Col- 
a little theatre; Martin Magner. 
(N.) ° 


Germantown: Sail Loft theatre; 
Edward L. Carroll, Lester Law- 
rence, Walter L. Neal. (N.) 

Highland: Gotham players. (N.) 

Leng Beach: Crest theatre. (N.) 

Oneida: Oneida Castle play- 
house (N.). 

Pittsford: Pittsford summer thea- 
tre; Lloyd Hubbard, John Tuttle, 
Wilford Scott, William Andia. (N.) 

Rockaway Park, L. L.: Rockaway 
summer theatre; Lawrence Win- 
ters. 

Syracuse: Syracuse Univ. sum- 
mer theatre. (N.). 

Watkins Glen: Watkins Glen 
theatre. (N.) 

OHIO 

Granville: Denison Univ. sum- 
mer theatre; Prof. Edward A. 
Wright, Paul E. Randall. (N.) 

Madison: Rabit Run theatre. (N.) 

RHODE ISLAND 

Windham: Windham playhouse. 


(N.) 
VERMONT 
Putney: Putney School theatre. 


(N.). 
: TEXAS 
Housten: Summertime light op- 
era. (E.) 
WASHINGTON 
Lake Washington, Believue: Sur- 
rey Playbarn; Milo Ryan. ‘N.) 


Joseph Wagner, conductor of 
Duluth Symphony Orchestra, is 
now under National Concert & 
Artists Corp. management . : 
Claudio Arrau has cancelled his 
scheduled tour of South Africa 
until next summer, and will vaca- 
tion for six weeks in Mexico in- 





ad Ann Ayars, N. Y. City 
Opera Co. soprano, is fiying to 
Seotland tomorrow (Thurs.) to 


ar at Edinburgh Festival. Will 
yg = rformances as Zerlina in 








“Don Giovanni.” 


B’way Still Awaits Tourist Influx 
To Weather Blah Biz; 17 Shows On 
List: Merman Absence Nips ‘Annie’ 


The doldrums continued on 
Broadway last week, with many 
New Yorkers vacationing or week- 
ending out of town. There was only 
a trickle of the seasonal tourist 
trade in evidence. So far, visitors 
appear to be either patronizing the 
top smashes or shopping carefully 
for cheaper-priced seats at the 
long-run shows. 

Attendance was especially off 
early in the week but improved 
somewhat over the weekend, when 
cloudy weather discouraged poten- 
tial resort-going. There were no 
closings, 17 shows remaining on 
the boards. Business continues 
spotty. 

Estimates for This Week 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(32d wk) (R-998; $4.80). Intimate 
revue recently posted provisional 
closing notice, but has been hold- 
on in prospects of business upturn; 
up to about $13,000. 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(114th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Smash 
musical stayer still feeling the gen- 
eral slump and absence of Ethel 
Merman as b.o. draw; off a bit 
more to $24,000; Ray Middleton 
leaves the cast July 31. 


“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (128th 
wk) (C-993; $4.80). Topical comedy 
is another with provisional notice 
up, but still .getting by; approxi- 
mately $11,300. 


“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (71st wk) 
(M-1,628; $4.80). Attendance was 
up a bit, particularly late in week; 
$20,000 claimed; due to close 
July 31, after 581 performances; 
will tour in the fall. 


“Command Decision,” Fulton 
(31st wk) (D-968; $4.80). Weekend 
lift, brought the gross to about 
$12,500. Paul McGrath leaves the 
cast July 31, with replacement 
still not set. 


“Finian’s Rainbew,” 46th Street 
(79th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Another 
long-run musical comedy holding 
on; about $21,000. 

“Harvey,” 48th St.- (195th wk) 
(C-902; $4.20). Getting around 
$8,000 steadily. 

“High Button Shees,” Shubert 
(31st wk), (M-1,387; $6). Phil Silvers 
on two-week vacation, with Joey 
Faye subbi and Jack Diamond 
taking over latter’s part; approxi- 
mately $35,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Jee,” Center (4th 
wk) (R-2,994;$2.88). Skating show 
back to nine-performance sched- 
take for the week. 
_ “Inside U.S. A.,” Century (11th 
wk) (R-1,670; $6). With return of 
Beatrice Lillie after illness, 
agement pene Be Paula Lawrence 
as star’s understudy; gross to 
$44,000 for full week. se 

“Make Mine ,” Broad- 
hurst (27th wk) (R-1,160; $6). An- 
other intimate revue that has been 
feeling 
held to $24 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (22d wk) 
(CD-1,357; $4.80). One of the two 
smashes that draw capacity at all 
performances; $34,500 as usual. 

; ” Morosco 
(27th wk) (C-935; $4.80). Costume 
comedy is another one holding 
general up- 
turn; trifle better at $7,500; Joan 
Tetzel replaced by Neva Patterson 
this week. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (33d wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
The other regular ca draw, 
with the number of standees the 
only variation; $27,500; regular 
leads back this week. 

” Biltmore (42d 


“The Heir 
). Eased to ap- 


wk) (D-920; $4. 
proximately $9,500. 

“The Respectful Prostitute,” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (18th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.20). Double-bill 
still has a slight margin and is 
holding on $8,000. 

REVIVAL 
e Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
(12th wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Molnar 
comedy c a little; $9,000; to 
recess next Wednesday (28) for en- 
gagement at Central City, Cole., 
and resume here Aug. 23. 


‘Carousel’ Torrid 33G 
In 10 Shows, Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., July 20. 

“Carousel,” at the Mayf. here 
last week played to near capacity 
business. First legit to appear here 
in more than two months and the 
first in more than a year to show 
for more than four days, musical 
had a terrific advance. 

Did $33,000, with 1,500 ~-=sts 
scaled at $4.20 top. Show did seven 
night performances and three 
matinees. 
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Wednesday, July 21, 1948 


B’way Ahead of Last Summer 


Despite general belief, the present boxoffice calm on Broadway 
is not abnormally severe for this period of the season. According 


VARIETY 


a neat job as the sorely-harassed 
young painter whose unpredictable 
iviends, acquaintances and = ad- 
mirers keep her studio in a state 
of constant turmoil. Marjorie Low, 
as a Billie Burkeish type of flighty 


LEGITIMATE 


Strawhat Reviews 


| Rowan is amusing, if somewhat un- 
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onists are a group of youngsters 
operating a blackmarket in con- 
nection with their studies at a 
boarding school in_ northern 
France. Money changes easily for 
a time among the cynical youths, 
and their pockets are stuffed with 
nylons, meat points, American 
cigarets and chewing gum. 


A female instructor is sent by 
the Ministry of Education to lend 
a firm hand to the academy, whose 
students have exceeded all bounds 
of honor, discipline and manners. 
Since she is blonde and quite love- 
ly, the comedy soon wallows in 
callow romance, and wholesale re- 
forms are accomplished. The 
youths who swaggered through 
much of the evening as a would- 
be-posse of Dead End kids dissolve 
into so many Rover Boys as the 
curtain falls. 

All this has been translated from 
the French of Roger Ferdinand, 
adapted for the U. S. A. by John 
Gerstad and James Lee. and 
blithely mounted by Alexander 
Kirkland. 

The authors do not brood about 
their urchins, and punishment is 
not their purpose as they look 
back -upon an economy that 
flourished in France, though not 
in France alone. They permit a 
live pig to cross the stage at one 
convulsing point, and they adorn 
their youths in whiskers to set off 
a classroom uproar. The culprits 
even travel by such sobriquets as 
Bing, Errol and ,Bogey. 

Phyllis Adams plays the school 
mistress with great repose and has 
varying support from 4 cast of 
youths and elders. Carl Specht has 
a certain sullen appeal as the ring- 
leader of the youthful mob and 
plays with as much conviction as is 
possible. Jonathan Harris and 
Robert Emhardt, with the privilege 
of their years perhaps, aSsume 
wildering disguise as two con- 
founded parents, and Ernes 
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Melville Ruick 
Playing Kennebunkport This Week 


SIR JOHN FLETCHER 
in 


“O, MISTRESS MINE” 


Starring EDITH ATWATER 


Mgt. PETER WITT 
Sardi Building, New York 
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THE PROFESSIONAL 
CHILDREN'S SCHOOL, INC. 
1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 
Entering Its Thirty-Fifth Year 

Co-educational academic school for 
professionally employed students, also 
for those in serious training in the the- 
atre, music, dancing and allied arts. — 

First Grade through High School. 
Correspondence courses for those on 
= toad at no extra cost. 

vition, including registration, $325 
(per schoo! year). Hours, 10 A.M. to 
2 P.M. Operates under charter of New 








York Board of Regents. 
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| To give this strawhat embryo the 
| benefit of the doubt, it can be filed 
‘in the “maybe” category, the major 
lelement of uncertainty revolving 
;around a combination of rewriting, 
inew faces in the cast and general 
|production expansion. While it is 
|ackowledged that the script in its 
|present form does contain enter- 
itaining ingredients, the sum total 
is far from Broadway timber as of 
now. In any event, the sample ex- 
|hibited rates further treatment as 
‘against the alternative of putting 
'it back in the trunk immediately. 
Author has taken a whirl at farce, 
'satire and straight comedy in his 
|attempt to storm the laugh citadels 
‘of the audience. It’s a muitiple 
‘assignment that doesn’t reach the 
peak in any one of those depart- 
iments, but there’s a good founda- 
tion for such a combination. Laughs 
!come from situations and lines that 
‘could be enhanced with skillful 
bolstering. 

| Story is built around the effect 
lon an average American family 
when an eight-year-old member of 
‘the tribe becomes a Whiz Kid prod- 
igy. Moppet goes on a national 
program and becomes a sensation. 
‘Amusing situation turns up when 
the parents try to trace where the 
kid got his brainpower, and suspi- 
cion points to the possibility of an 
alliance between the mother and a 


| 


«former admirer who has since be- 


/come a famous scientist. Latter, 
'who acts as counselor on the quiz 
| program, organizes a company to 
'market a television formula the 
‘young mental giant has doped. out. 
|The boy’s parents are members of 
‘the corporation, which seems to 
‘give the professor the right to move 
/in on them bag and baggage to con- 
duct experiments. 

| Smitten by puppy love for a girl 


_quizzer on the program, the expe-— 
‘rience. causes the lad’s mind to. 
wander, he gets dumped off the air | 


‘and he can’t remember the all- 
‘important formula they’ve been 
‘working on. Through a farcical 
situation, the puppy love angle is 
‘straightened out, the kid becomes 
‘a genius again, the formula is re- 
'stored—and the supposed romance 
‘between the mother and the prof 
turns out to be imaginary. 
Although lacking Broadway lus- 
‘tre, cast gives a good strawhat ac- 
count of itself. Gordon Peters and 
‘Cele McLaughlin play the parents 
‘competently and get generally good 
| support from balance of troupe. 
‘Joe Marosz does a good comedy 
‘scene in reporting an offstage pan- 
_ cake-making bit in sports-an- 
-nouncer fashion. 
| Direction is better than satisfac- 
tory, and same goes for the single 
, Set, a living room. ‘Bone. 


How Bright the Moon 
Philadelphia, July 14. 


| Bryn Mawr College Stmmer Theatre pro- 
| duction of comedy in three acts by James 
| F. Adams, Jr. At Bryn Mawr College, 
| opening July 12, ’48, for three days. 


_ Author of “How Bright the 
|Moon” is a graduate of nearby 
Haverford College but is now 
studying drama at Columbia. He 
has some pronounced gifts, and 
may conceivably write a good play 
one day, but this one is not it. 





artist who becomes confused—in 
fact, slightly balmy—trying to ad- 
just painting and love. Action 
, all takes prone in her studio-apart- 
/ment, and most of the characters 
_ belong to the arty set. The second 
_act is best of the three, with com- 
,edy strongly accented. In fact, this 
‘central part of James F. Adams’ 
'play has moments of actual hilar- 
ity. Unfortunately, the earlier por- 
tions of the play drag, and the last 
'act is a decided letdown. 

' Cast quite admittedly does not 
|help the young playwright a great 
'deal although there are a number 
,of willing and one or two promis- 
| ing performers in this summer the- 
|atre group. Those on the distaff 
| side appear to stand out over their 
‘male rivals. Sandol Stoddard does 
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Larry Parks, of “Jolson Story” 
fame, came back to work for his 
old boss, Guy Palmerton, on the 
Lake Whalom stage last week, 
where he made one of his first pro- 
fessional appearances 10 years ago. 
Current vehicle, the preem of “A 
Free Hand,” is authored by Melvin 
Frank and Norman Panama, Holly- 
wood scripters. 

Excellent performances by the 
entire cast, especially Parks, in 
what is an ambitious production 
for a stock outfit, saves the show. 
It’s another triangle yarn, strictly 
on the blue side. 


Parks has the role of a business- | 
man on the verge of losing his | 


wife (filmite Joan Lorring) because 
she believes he is not social-con- 
scious enough. Cameron Mitchell, 
also of Hollywood, is the third 
member of the triangle. 

Wordy lines frequently slow the 


| pace but top handling by the per- 
| formers, 


as well as competent 
staging and a fine physical layout, 
are compensating factors. 
Members of the supporting cast 
who contribute in no small meas- 
ure are Isabel Price, Frank Lyon, 
Joseph Nash, Leland Harris, Ru- 
dolph Justice Watson, Kirk Brown, 
Vera Tatum and Harry E. Lowell. 
Show moves to Worcester audi- 
torium, also operated by Palmer- 
ton, this week, Lark. 


Play out of Town 


All Vou Need Is One 








. 
Good Break 
Hollywood, July 17. 

Actors’ Lab production of drama in one 
act by Arnold Manoff. Staged by John 
Berry and J. Edward Bromberg. Sets by 
Les Marzolf. Opened July 16. '48, at Lab 

Workshop, Hollywood: $2.40 top. 
Martin S. Rothman............48 John Berry 


CPRETO.. cc cee secovccns -»...Shimen Ruskin 
a reese er 1. Bdward Bromberg 
Willie the Havckle........... Philip St. Pine 


Mockfleian. ...<cceséiscecscs Frank Richards 
Sleepy Duke......cee-.--,...-8am Resnick 
Helen........+-seceeepes.-.- Marianne Loris 
Benny, Numbers....seoc..++--+++++.Kd Max 
Mrs. Rothinan...........-. Laiola Wendorff 
Mr. Rothman......++...... Ruben Wendtorff 
Fanny Rothman.............. Elanore Vine 
BPE Si icc t ven ciVeerees .Marjorie Nelson 
yy SOW reef Ct Pee Cees eee a Jesse Oser 
TN SET OURS TT TTL ee Cee oe David Fresco 


Patrons of Jack's Place....Uolita Rollins, 

Joyce Otis, Marsha Bromberg 
Professor Ames.............Mack Williams 
Hospital Clerk Peter Brocco 


Back in 1940, “Break” appeared 
in Story Mag. Since then, author 
Arnold Manoff has been consider- 
ing making a play of it. The cur- 
rent production is the result. Done 
as a one-acter, “Break” stretches 
over a 75-minute period that packs 
a series of wallops. _It is not in- 
tended as light entertainment, but 
it has peeaty of laughs to help it 
along the way, and the overall ef- 
fect is good. As an experimental 
production it ranks high. Judicious 
decisions on converting it into a 
conventional three-acter should 
give it a good chance as legit fare 
but the social significance over- 
— make it a doubtful entry for 

ms. 


In one respect, there’s a strong 
resemblance between Manoftf’s Mar- 
tin S. Rothman and Elmer Rice’s 
Georgina Allerton. Each is addict- 
ed to day-dreaming. Manoff’s pro- 
tagonist, however, has a more 
squalid background from which he 
seeks to escape. 

Play starts off with Rothman in 
the clink, and wondering why. 
Then, in flashback, he narrates and 
acts his preceding 24 hours. 





arr 
Joan Lorring and Cameron Mitchell. | 


jin the Boston papers and its $8,400 





Boston, July 20. 
On the strength of the reviews 


capacity gross last week -at the 
North Shore strawhat at Marble- 
head, the Actors’ Studio produc- 
tion of Bessie Breuer’s “Sundown 
Beach” has been booked for a two- 
week engagement at the Shubert 
theatre here, starting Monday (26). 


|Show is already slated for Broad- 


way presentation. 

The Boston date will be pre- 
sented by John L. Washburn, who 
operates the Marblehead strawhat- 
ter, with Louis J. Singer in line to 
present the show on Broadway in 
the fall. Elia Kazan, who runs the 
Actors’ Studio in New York with 
Robert Lewis and Cheryl Crawford, 
has staged “Sundown Beach.” He’s 
commuting by plane from New 
York, to tune up the play; he’s 
readying the direction of Miss 
Crawtord’s production on the new 
Kurt Weill-Alan Jay Lerner mu- 
sical, “Love Life.” 





Ferrer’s ‘Aunt’ Snarl 


Olney, Md., July 20. 
Local barn group ran into a 
snarl past week after touting an 


“exclusive engagement” of Jose 
Ferrer in “Charley’s Aunt,” role 
which star revived on Broadway in 
1940. After giving the nod to the 
engagement, owners yanked rights 
when Ernest Martin, who is ready- 
ing a musical version of the comedy 
to star Ray Bolger, protested. A 
“250 mile” clause was invoked, and 
since Olney is about 230 miles 


from Broadway, it had no out. 
Irony is that Richard Skinner, 
Olney producer, was largely re- 


sponsible for Broadway revival of 
“Charley’s Aunt,” which he pro- 
duced. 

Ferrer is substituting “Impor- 
tance of being Earnest,”’ which he 
will produce and star in week of 
July 27. His performance in 
“Twentieth Century.” with Eugenie 
Leontovitch, past week, chalked up 
up a hefty $8,000 for seven per- 
formances. Supporting Ferrer in 
the Wilde opus will be Viola 
Roache and Phylis Hill, who be- 
came Mrs. Ferrer a fortnight ago. 
Sidney Blackmer is currently re- 


enacting his Broadway role in 
“Chicken Every Sunday,’ with 
Mary Orr. 


Also on the Olney agenda are 
Elisabeth Bergner in “Escape Me 
Never,” week of Aug. 3, Mary Bo- 
land in “Meet the Wife,” week of 
Aug. 10, and Edward Everett Hor- 
ton in “Springtime for Henry,” 
week .of Aug. 17. 





Buff Hazloft’s Preem Obstacles 
Buffalo, July 20. 
Boulevard Playhouse, local straw- 
hatter, ran into difficulties which 
postponed the premiere perform- 
ance last week. This was second 





tration, loneliness and flights of 
fancy. Each incident serves only 
to convince him that he’s right— 
that all you need is one good break. 

Co-directed by John Berry and 
J. Edward Bromberg, “Break” 
maintains the Lab tradition, even 
in workshop efforts, of a good cast. 
Berry himself essays the lead and 
turns in a standout performance 
in a grueling part that requires his 
presence on stage without letup. 
It's a perfect portrayal of a “lost 
generation” kid hammered down 
by depression and disgust but 
grimly determined that his “break” 


lies with the stars or the numbers | 


on a tote board rather ‘than with 
any effort toward employment. 


Every one of the smaller roles is 


well handled, standouts including 
Shimen Ruskin as a grocer; Brom- 
berg as a gambling druggist; Ed 


Max as a runner for the policy 


racket; Laiola Wendorff and Ruben 
Wendorff as the hero's parents; 
Marjorie Nelson, Mack Williams, 
Peter Brocco and David Fresco. 
Les Marzolf’s settings have cap- 
tured the squalor, odor and clamor 
of a Bronx tenement street and of 


“Break” takes the poverty-stricken | the bankrupt stores that serve as 
Kap. 


Bronx boy through a day 


of frus- | tenement foundations. 


|setback, original opening skedded 
for preceding week having been 
| prevented because of delay in elec- 
| trical installations. 

Playgoers who turned up at open- 
ing found the preem banned by 
town authorities pending building 
inspection and permit issuance. 





Rochester, N. Y., Tryout 
Rochester, N.Y., July 20. 

The Pittsford summer theatre, in 
suburban Rochester, is trying out 
a new play, “Absence Makes the 
Heart,” by John Tuttle, opening 
July 29. It will play through 
Aug, 7. 

This is the third season for the 
non-Equity strawhat company, un- 
der the management of Tuttle, 
Lloyd Hubbard and Wilford Scott. 





Fitchburg Tryout 
Fitchburg, Mass., July 20. 

“Solid Mahogany,” a new play 
by Helen Hunter, is pencilled for 
tryout at Guy .Palmerton’s Lake 
Whalom playhouse here some time 
during August. 

Next week the strawhatter pre- 
sents Kay Francis in “The Last of 
Mrs. Cheyney,” to be followed July 
26 by Jackie Cooper in “Room 
Service” and Aug. 2 Bert Wheeler 
in the new musical, “Without 
Rhyme or Reason.” 





Coast Strawhat Casualty 
. Hollywood, July 20. 

The first strawhat casualty in this 
area is the Repertory theatre at 
Newport. , 

More or less a cooperative ven- 
ture with some 30 thesps and writ- 
ers, theatre was slated to open 
Monday (19) with “Ladies in Re- 
tirement,” but folded instead. 


‘Show Boat’ 35G Advance 
Salt Lake City, July 20. 
‘The University theatre teed off 
with “Show Boat” as the first per- 
formance of its summer festival, 
and seems to be headed for a load 
of black ink. 


With a nut of 70G, advance sales 
after two performances hit the $35,- 
000 mark. 


Two unusual New Jersey sacri- 
fices. Exclusive Estate Section. 
Ideal for entertaining. Beautiful 
views. Only 1 hour from New 
York. Would also make ideal 
year round company rest or 
vacation homes. Can purchase 
completely furnished including 
limousine. 
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THE VILLAGE 
REALTY ASSOCIATES 


State Highway Ne. 32 
Basking Ridge, N. J. 
Phone Bernardsville 8-1212 or 1213 


LS 


Perfect Connecticut Home 
FOR SALE 


1% acres, 6 minutes railroad station, 
4% minute commuting, 8 reoms, 
baths, terrace, sundeck, splendid view 
harbor, deeded water rights, boating 
facilities, secluded yet convenlent. Box 
846, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New 
York 19. 











_ 














SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 


25 W York 
1628 est 45th Meo New a 

















VARIETY 


— | come close to the $1,000,000 mark. | 


Q ™ ‘Film winds up its fifth week today | 
Literati 


|'Wed.) with about $742,000 gross | 
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‘to its credit. 


“Waltz” has been running ahead SCULLY'S SCRAPBOOK 


of “Remember Mama,” previous | z By Frank Scully 04 oo] 


Stone’s Biog on Earl Warren | wood to gander the studio situa- | };. . : 
Prentice-Hall, hopping on the| tion for the N. Y. Telegraph. | nigh Hall grosser for the year, and | nied 
‘is certain of beating the “Mama” Chien, Wyo., July 17. 
Seems I talked toe. soon about Tina’s future being all behind her. 


puewwwwe 
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Republican bandwagon business-| Bill Slocum, radio and mag writ- if i , 
wise, will be out with a biog of the | er, has just sold a piece to Coronet | figure if it goes seven weeks. 








GOP’s_ vice-presidential nominee /on Frank Pape, famous Chi cop. {| _ AS with “Mama,” the Crosby- wo mav se - again as a proud mother of prized poodles after all. 
Earl Warren on Aug. 16, less than| Robert Pirosh’s textbook. | Fontaine picture had the benefit of i fact, ped Fn ‘iaiyingement suit on ny hands from the pro- 
two months after the California “Writing for the Screen.” will be a holiday. Its run took in July 4 duaure ‘of “The Emperor Waltz” because it looks at this moment as if 
governor was nominated. It will} published in autumn by the W. W. | weekend while former was playing her life is imitating their art. I hope, however, that Charles Brackett 
De. Sepent 06. vg: Seane,. sme: ames Le. 4, /at the Music Hall during Easter | and Billy Wilder don’t try to take credit for acts of nature, too. 

recently did a piece on Warren for! Harold Baron, formerly with|Week. “Waltz,” however, had the | Having extolled Tina as the perfect poodle, I had no idea that the 


at go elit’ thin ‘heck will [This ‘one oe ee | benefit of five shows per day only | owners of the wonder dogs which star in “The Emperor Waltz” would 
s YSione day during July 4 weekend ‘not only agree with me but would try to talk me into giving Tina one 


break the record the outfit set last 
spring in getting its symposium of 
experts on the Kinsey Report out 
ahead of all competitors. P-H pub- 
relations chief Ken Giniger closed 
the deal with Stone via telephone 
July 6 and the author will have his 
manuscript completed by Aug. 1. 
Giniger is slated to meet Stone in 
Chicago this week and they will 
then travel to Sacramento to get 
Warren's official okay. Giniger will 
stay on the Coast until after Labor 
Day to set up an ad-publicity cam- 
paign on the book, tying in Cali- 
fornia Republican organizations. 
Giniger, incidentally, has just 
sold his first book. It’s a story with 
pictures about the Univ. of Vir- 
ginia, his alma mater, titled “Mr. 
Jefferson's University.” Tome will 
be published by Oliver Durrell, 
Ine., New York firm, in late fall. 


Harry Martin’s Sendoff 

Stage, radio row, civic, sports 
and labor circles “played” to SRO 
at the swank Memphis Town House 
on Wednesday (14) in honor of 
Harry Martin, president of the 
American Newspaper Guild and 
amusements editor of the Commer- 
cial Appeal here, in one of the 
south’s top parties. 

Martin, who also served as 
VARIETY correspondent for many 
years along the Memphis beat, left 
to handle a high-ranking post with 
the State Department as Labor In- 
formation Specialist and Adviser 
to the ECA. Following last minute 
briefing in D. C., the ANG prexy 
will sail for Europe and will head- 
quarter in Paris. 








Eire Bans Three Mags 

Three English magazines, Picture 
Post, Men Only and Lilliput, have 
been banned from Eire by the lat- 
est decree of the Eire Censorship 
of Publications Board. Official 
reason for the banning of Picture 
Post is that it recently advocated 
birth conirol. Lilliput and Men 
Only got the blue pencil on the 
round that recent issues have been 
ndecent or obscene. 

_ The Bell, only Irish highbrow 
literary monthly, has folded due 
to lack of funds. Editor Peadar 
O'Donnell says fold is only tem- 
porary and it will resume in fall. 
O'Donnell has just complete a new 
novel, provisionally titied “A 


Neighbour Woman,” due for London 


publication by Jonathan Cape later 
this year. 


Eliz. Dilling Loses Round One 

Elizabeth Dilling lost the first 
round in her suit against O. John 
Rogge, former special assistant 
attorney general in charge of sedi- 
tion trials, for $500,000 libel dam- 
ages. 

_Judge Michae! Igoe, Chi federal 
district court, ruled that 122 of 184 
questions prepped by Mrs. Dilling 
were immaterial. She is suing, 
charging that Rogge permitted 
publication in magazines and news- 

pers of secret report on _ her. 

ogge denies the charges. 


100G Red Label Suit vs. Hearst 

Ira Latimer, head of the Chicago 
Civil Liberties Committee, has filed 
suit in Chi superior court asking 
for $100,000 from the Chicago 
Herald-American claiming that he | 
was labeled as “pre-communist” | 
and had tieups with the under- | 
world. 

Latimer said that signed articles | 








Woman mag. 
Michael Kraike turned his latest 
novel, “Sensual Messiah.” over to 


| Messner, Inec., publishers of his 


“The Prodigal Days.” 

Russ Beggs, co-author of the 
“Willie Piper” radio series, has 
sold a short story to Colliers, his 
first mag fiction piece. 

Hambla Bauer, freelance mag 
scribe, returned to her Miami 
Beach home after a month’s stay 
in town gathering material for a 
fashion yarn. 

Author Dale Carnegie and N. Y. 
World-Telegram art editor Emily 
Genauer among those whe sailed 
from New York on the De Grasse 
yesterday (Tues.). 

Joseph I. Richman has dissolved 
his Seiden-Richman Associates to 
open his own publicity office. He’s 
a former Washington Star reporter 
and also worked on the Griffin 
(Pa.) Daily News and Savannah 
Evening Press. 

John Whitcomb’s page in Cos- 
mopolitan is a magazine first 
wherein an artist gets solo spotting 
to talent-scout new faces. His first 
selection is Debbie Reynolds, a 
model, of Westport, Conn. Pat 
Burrage, of Texas, and Doris Beyne, 
of New Jersey, will follow. 

Margot Gayle, radio writer and 
editor of the Radio Writers Guild’s 
monthly “Script Writer,” is turn- 
ing much of her attention these 
days to penning mag pieces. Has 
major article in the current issue 
of Madamoiselle’s Living and has 
pieces coming up in This Week, 
Coronet and MeCall’s. 











Bing’s Year Again 


he was champ without a battle, 
since none of the Swedish star’s 
pix were released during the 12 
months. This year, with “Emperor 
Waltz” first and “Rio” third, 
Crosby seems fairly certain of a 
walkaway. Especially inasmuch as 
Miss Bergman’s “Arch of Triumph” 
proved her drawing power in- 
capable of surmounting a film 
which the public accepted only 
half-heartedly. 

Lana Turner will definitely 
prove no slouch, either, when the 
year is averaged out. Between 
“Homecoming” and ‘“Timberlane,” 
she rates a top spot. However, in 
both she was subsidiary to a top 


| male star—Clark Gable and Spen- 


cer Tracy, respectively—who must 
be counted as providing a large 
part of the draft. 

As far as companies are con- 
cerned, Metro and Paramount ap- 
pear certain to be the league lead- 
ers for top grossers. That's the 
same as last year and the year be- 


fore. They're going to get a good | 


while “Mama” had five shows daily 
setup for seven days during Easter 
Week. 


| “Waltz” has run in high gear 
jdespite the torrid weather, the 
fourth week ending last Wednesday 
(15) being the first that it has 

dipped below $151,000. Picture did 
| $144,000 in fourth session. This 
|will be the third film to run six 
i'weeks at the Halli, both “Paradine 
| Case” and “Mama” going six stan- 
| zas. 

The Hall management has come 
|to look on the summer period as 
/one of its strongest stretches, get- 
iting a big share of out-of-town 
visitors. “Waltz” has been match- 
ing its big Music Hall business in 
representative key cities over the 
country, being No. 1 grosser for 
three weeks in succession § in 
Variety's weekly boxoffice survey. 


Diskers Would Belt 


Continued from page 1 


men have had sizable incomes com- 
pletely wiped out by the recording 
ban and, since many major radio 
programs have been shifted to 
California, they have been reduced 
to club jobs for a living (see sep- 
arate story on page 40). As a re- 
sult, disk execs assert they would 
have_no trouble at all corraling a 
sufficient number of excellent mu- 
sicians for their recording needs, 
openly or sub rosa. 











Would Contract Musicians 


Almost from the start of the disk 
ban, disk executives have thought 
of the idea of how, under the terms 
of the Taft-Hartley Act, they could 
secure musicians. One plan de- 
veloped was to place under contract 
a sufficient number of musicians to 
staff whatever bands might be 
needed to background name sing- 
ers. This idea was based on the 
fact that the majority of sales dur- 
ing the past few years were pyr- 
amided by these topflight singers. 
They outsell name bands. Such a 
plan obviously could not apply to 
those bands. But then, opine the 
diskmen, they have sufficient back- 
logs of old recordings made by a 
majority of the top-name maestros 
existing today, and these could 
serve for some time. It could apply 
to backgrounding singers, however, 
and it’s felt that if a musician 
could be guaranteed a_ certain 
amount weekly, whether he worked 
{or not, the best tooters could be 
‘obtained. And after recent inter- 
|views, disk execs have no doubt 
‘that the plan is feasible. 


Major recording companies, in- 








run, however, from 20th-Fox this | cluding those who were most active 
stanza. While that company has | before last Jan. 1 in stashing away 


‘had nothing in the sensational cate- ™aterial are reaching the bottom 


gory, such as “Emperor” or “Pa: | of the barrel - of acceptable melo- 


rade.” it has had a succession of | dies to market. 
highly successful films in the Meanwhile, the smaller disk com- 
profitable $2.500,000 to $4,000,000 panies are recording with musicians 
class. By sheer weight of the |and make no bones about it. If 
number of such pix 20th has re- things continue as they are, there 
leased this year, Metro and Par ,isn’t much question that the indies 
may find themselves with tough | will take the play away from the 
competition. |majors even more than they did 
Among the films which may be | most of last year and this. And, as 


in the July 12 and 13 issues of the | expeeted to wind up as important 
Hearst paper had libeled him and | money-getters in 1948, but well be- 
were a direct result of his protest-| hind the league leaders, are “State 
ing against civil rights violations of |of the Union” (M-G), “Bishop’s 
so-called “gangsters.” | Wife” (RKO-Goldwyn), “Miracle of 
‘the Bells” ‘(RKO-Lasky), “Fort 

B'nai B'rith’s ADL Book Club | Apache” (RKO - Argosy), “Mr. 
The Anti-Defamation League of | Blandings” (SRO), “Captain From 
B'nai B'rith will launch the ADL | Castile” (20th). “Gentleman's 
Book Club this fall among its 300.- | Agreement” (20th), “Give My Re- 





000 members. Both fiction and non- | gards to Broadway” (20th), “Sit- 





fiction titles will be selected from 
the field of social relations writing. 
Members wil! be required to pur- 
chase at least four books a year. 

Harold Schiff is in charge of the 
project for the League. 


CHATTER 

Seymour Stern winding up his 
book on the life of David Wark 
Griffith. 

Charles Samuels in Hollywood 
to round up material for Motion 
Pieture mag. 

David Low. British caricaturist, 








in Hollywood to limn film notables 
for Life mag. 
Leo Mishkin heading for Holly- 


ting Pretty” (20th) and “Northside 
777” (20th). 


Bing May Waltz Nearly 





Million Into Music Hall 


After registering the biggest first 
three weeks of business of any pic- 
ture to play Radio City Music Hall 
this year, “Emperor Waltz” already 
seems certain of being the biggest 
grosser of 1948 to date with nearly 
$865,000 assured for first six weeks. 
If the picture goes seven weeks, 


as now seems likely, the Bing to discuss the proposals, but no | 


Crosby-Joan Fontaine starrer may 


aes majors describe it, they're not 
| 8oing to sit by and allow Petrillo 
‘and the AFM to destroy a_ busi- 
|ness that reaches into the billion 
| dollar class. 














| Pro Grid Wary js 


Continued from page 1 





posal the station would buy 350 | 


reserved seats for each Rocket. 
game. If more than 12,350 re- | 


served seats were sold for any vne | 


game, the extras would be deducted | 
from the station’s block. If 12,500 
|}were sold, the station would re- 
ceive free rights to that game. 

In any contract signed the Rock- 
ets in addition want 50° of all 
/revenue from spots at the opening 
‘and close of each game. 
| Capt. Bill) Eddy of WBKB met 
|with Rockets officials Friday (16) 


‘agreement was reached. 


| more try at motherhood. 
They agreed that our dog would make the perfect candidate for vice- 
president, and being a female would garner the women’s vote as well. 
| But they argued that her place is really in the kennel and that her 
| perfect eyes and her beautiful brown coat, which has withstood nine 
| years of hard living among authors, should not be allowed to pass from 
this world. 

Her weakness for dachshunds they passed off as no more serious than 
the weakness of young dukes for Gaiety girls. When I pointed out 
that they were confusing Tina's sex with Fala’s, they amended the 
comparison te “something as trivial as a grandmother’s admiration for 
Mickey Rooney.” 

As to Tina’s yen for stealing chickens, they pointed out-that this was 
not really a weakness because poodles belong to the water spaniel 
family. In faet, they are retrievers. The British, who don’t really know 
French poodles, have classified them as non-sporting. They probably 
think the word comes from pood, which is Russian for 36 pounds 
avoirdupois which, in turn, is about how much a poodle weighs. The 
British, in fact, look on any dog remote from beagles as likely to be as 
lacking in hunting instinct as greyhounds. Greyhounds, being Roman, 
are defective in their sense of scent. That's why Mussolini always 
surrounded himself with greyhounds. 

But Tina can retrieve anything from a lost baseball to a scared 
rabbit. I saw her confused only once. She was chasing a rabbit across 
the desert and he disappeared in a gopher hole. She went nearly crazy 
trying to figure out how he could have disappeared in thin air. 

Shaving An Expression of Sorrow 

Even that roasted turkey she “retrieved” to the scandal of the Scully 
Circus was brought home in recognizable condition. Had we been 
Egyptians we might have been so shamed by the scandal as to have her 
considered dead after that. We might have shaved ourselves, as they 
did, as an expression of mourning. But being Christians (ie. dogs) we 
merely chose to hide the seandal in. the closet. 

There's a well-established belief that all dogs are deseended from 
wolves, but this could net be true in Tina’s case because her eyes are 
circular and as soft as a gazelle’s, while theirs are oblique. Moreover, 
wolves howl, while Tina is as silent as a canoe, never barking except 
when strangers stop to admire Bedside Manor at night—an admirable 
and wholly understandable thing for dogs and people to do. 

Cuvier held the view that the dog is the most complete and most 
useful conquest man has made, but had he lived to meet Tina he would 
have reversed his findings. Man is the most complete conquest the dog 
has made, and Tina is responsible for it. We live in the expectation 
that one day she may even train our children to emulate her good 
manners. 

Though she has had 24 puppies, she hasn’t given birth to so much as 
a runt in four years. Every highclass poodle has sought to sire her, 
but to no avail. It was because all this seemed a part of her giorious 
past that we sought to pass off a three-month old brown poocdie en her 


as her own. 
Oh, Sure, Blame It On Pictures! 

Tina and her sublimated puppy were getting along splendidly until 
“The Emperor Waltz” came along and all its romantic dogtalk stirred 
old familiar feelings. In fact, it got so we had to leave Tina at home 
when taking a walk along the boulevards. Her old interest in dachs- 
hunds was reviving. “ ; 

We took Candy in Tina’s stead. Mme. Scully was dreaming that 
such a smart pup ought to be trained, and maybe she, too, could be- 
come a Hollywood career-girl and earn $25,000 a year. After ail, 
poodles were most successful as circus dogs before mongrels like But- 
tons and Crosby moved in. 

One day Mme. Scully went into a watchmaker’s to pick up the time, 
while I took an elevator to visit a doctor on a floor above. Two dow- 
agers crowded in on me. One of them began exclaiming, “Where’s that 
brown poodle? I saw it come in this building!” 

I told her the dog and her mistress had stopped in at the watch- 
maker’s on the main floor. 

When the elevator reached the second floor they leaped out and 
scurried down the steps, lest they lose their quarry. 

Mme. Scully reported to me later that the two women crashed into 
the little shop and exclaimed “There's the poodie!” 

They talked nothing but poodles. It seems also that when the people 
who have poodles get together they act quite human. But meet really 
a doggy person and you realize that you are an outsider, even if you 
have had dogs all your life. 

Even Dogs Have Agents 

The human retrievers had all sorts of propositions for Candy. They 
recommended particularly a kennel owned by Mrs. Hiestand, mistress 
of Odette and King Cole, the dog stars of ‘‘The Emperor Waltz.” 

Mrs. Hiestand’s latest, a silver poodle, they explained, was starting 
a career in pictures that day. She belonged to the Tourmaline family. 

“Tourmaline!” Mme. Scully cried, “why my older poodle is Tour- 
maline Palatine! This little one’s father, oh, excuse me, this puppy's 
sire is a Tourmaline, too. Her full name is Tourmaline Candide.” 

“What's her dam’s name”” they demanded. 

“Oh, I don’t know,” said Mme. Scully. “Her mother came from 
| Sweden.” ‘ 
| “Oh, that countess?” 

“Yes,” said Mme. Scully, “that countess.” 

By now they were climbing family pedigree trees, and the countess’ 
‘family name wasn’t half as important as the poodle’s. All agreed it 
| was the countess who came from Sweden with four or five poodles, 
| and that one of them was Candy’s dam. ; 

| Well, within 24 hours as the grapevine winds, the mistress of Scheh- 
| erazade and Louie (nee Odette and King Cole), the poodles that steal 
| the show from Bing Crosby and Joan Fontaine in “The Emperor Waltz,” 
| was making a social call at Bedside Manor. She was calling on our 
| Tina. 

She introduced herself as Mrs. Herbert H. Hiestand and her com- 
panion as Astron Silver Star, a silver-colored poodle, rare if not unique 
in dogdom. The poodle was named after Astron, the brightest star in 
the constellation and certainly looked too beautiful for anything lower 
than a chaise lounge at the palace of Versailles. 

That day, it seems, Silver had been signed to go into “Every Girl 
‘Should Marry” with Cary Grant. Silver's admiration for old shaggy- 
dog Tina set her mistress to wondering. 

She made a quick checkup and reported with surprise that Tina 
_was by no means beyond puppies. In fact if we rushed her off imme- 
diately she might have a litter in 62 days. She offered to inject Tina 
| with hormones, calcium and other aides to the enceinte. : 

I'l let you know later how it all turns out. As mistress of the sire 
Mrs. Hiestand gets the choice puppy of the litter. The others belong 
to Tina. 

All this, of course, is dependent on whether a dachshund didn't get 


| there first. 
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_ at Carnegie Tech drama school. 


ae and to catch “ 
‘eeth,” which she is slated to play 'f 
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waadins 


Rosario & Antonio to Buenos 
Aires Saturday (17) for concert en- 
gagements. 

Janet Blair slated to audition to- 
morrow (Thurs.) for the lead in the 
new Harold Rome musical, “That's 
the Ticket.” 

Paul Hollister, RKO publicity 
chief, resting and baking out a bad 
arm at a Nevada desert resort; re- 
turns after three weeks. 


Joey Adams awarded a citation 
from the American Cancer Society | 
for raising $200,000 for the Damon | 
Runyon Memorial Fund. 

The Dan Terans (ex-Majestic 
Records, now with Wire Recording 
Corp.) celebrate their 18th anni- 
versary next Monday (26). 


Lois Butler, p.a.’ing at the 
Gotham in her Eagle Lion starrer, 
“Mickey,” also due for similar 
stints in out-of-town preems of 
the film. 


Irving Berlin back to Bermuda 
this weekend, having hopped back 
to Broadway for a quick 0.0. His 
family will remain there another 
fortnight. 

George Feinberg, president of 
Dazian’s, who goes to Hollywood 
Saturday, announces that Charles 
Schloss has rejoined Dazian’s in its 
theatrical division. 

Hal Cooper and Pat Michaels, 
assistant directors of the Dock 
Street theatre in Charleston, S. C., 
in New York for a onceover of cur- 
rent Broadway legiters. 


Sonia Henie planed out of New 
York Sunday (18) for Paris and 
London. She said she was planning 
to look into the possibility of tak- 
ing her ice show abroad. 

Joe Cotten’s wife, Lenore, sailed 
last week to join the actor in Eng- 
land. He’s in Alfred Hitchcock’s 
“Under Capricorn,” which started 
shooting in London Monday (19). 

Al Sherman, former Columbia 
p.a. and tradepaper writer, now a 
Washington film consultant, named 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars to 
handle all their 16m equipment 
purchases. 

Tommy Lyman is continuing his 
rep of rarely being seen while his 
intimates are well, but as soon as 
he hears of their illness, he’s the 
first to send books, flowers, fruit, 
letters, come in person for a pri- 
vate songalog, etc. 

Spencer Tracy, scheduled to 
wind his role in Metro’s “Edward, 
My Son” in London the first week 
in August, sails from England Aug. 
14. He'll be accompanied by Metro 
studio publicity chief Howard 
Strickling and Mrs. Strickling. 


Jack Forrester former film pro- 
ducer, planed to Paris yesterday 
(Tues.) en route to Calcutta and 
other Far East capitals in connec- 
tion with an international financ- 
ing pool. 

Lee Mortimer, the Mirror’s night 
club reporter, tendered a testi- 
monial at Lou Walters’ Latin Quar- 
ter last night (Tues.) in connection 
with Ziff-Davis’ publication of 
“New York Confidential” written 
in collaboration with Jack Lait, 
one-time VARIETY mugg and now 
editor of the Mirror. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Elsie and Dick Morris up from 
Philly for weekend with the Ben 
Snyders. 


Frank Hellers back from bus- 
man’s holiday junket to Mass. and 
Conn. strawhatters. 


Miriam Howell in for weekend 
at Jack Kirklands; ditto Gloria 
Safier at Anne Kaufman’s. 


Garson and Michael Kanin in 
with Ruth Gordon to catch “Years 
Ago” Sat. (17) at New Hope. 

Ed Chodorov in scouting Nancy 
Franklin, who played ingenue lead 
* Playhouse last week in “Years 

go.” 

George S. Kaufman back at Holi- 
cong farm after. week in Connecti- 
cut working with Edna Ferber on 
new play. 

Moss Hart says he’s a recluse un- 
til he finishes his new comedy. 
Ditto Budd Schulberg at his Aque- 
tong home. 

Don Hedges, New Hope architect 
who drew plans for local playhouse, 
designed new studio for Prince 
Film Center. 

Pat Hurley, free lance writer, 
working on houseboat in New Hope 
for ers while clan romps at 
Solebury home. 

Thornton Wilder and Carol Stone 
causing Playhouse to dust off its 
SRO sign week ahead for current 
stanza of “Skin of Our Teeth.” 

Les Zimmerman and Lawton 
Carver in Sun. (18) for confab with 
Jon Gnagy about benefit al fresco 
art exhibit in New Hope Aug. 28. 

-Mitchell Argus, Playhouse thesp, 
Marrying Katharine Thompson of 

New Hope, member of technical 
crew, tomorrow (22). Couple met 


with John 


- Betty 
of Our 


eld in to sta 


in Westport. Mrs. Root is playing 
Florence Reed role at New Hope. 
Phil Bourneuf and Chester Strat- 
ton up to Mountainhome in Po- 
conos to rehearse with Jean Parker 


for “By Candlelight,” next Play- 
house opus. Star not due in -until 
Sun. (25). 





Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse ) 


Monique Pillet-Will back from 
U.S. extolling American hospitality. 

Opera ballet prepping a U.S 
and Canadian tour in September. 

The Howard Stricklings here 
with Clark Gable, who found Deau- 
ville winterish. eid 

The Colstons, currently with ice 
show at Palais de Glase, doubling 
into Club Lido. 

Rupert Allen giving party to 
meet his grandmother, Mrs. Chris- 
topher Beck, of St. Louis. 

Felix Marouani arranging Salle 
Pleyel concerts for Duke Ellington, 
with Kay Davis and Ray Mance. 

The Harry Fosters to Cannes 
after he and Bill Morris had a 
good long talk with Yves Montand 
at Carrere. 

Sir Alfred Duff Cooper, former 
British Ambassador in Paris, be- 
coming prexy of a new French 
picture company. 

John B. Nathan back from Swe- 


Paul Slovm, 26 years with Par, 
promoted to spot. 


Philadelphia 

By Jerry Gaghan 
Gregor Piatigorsky, cellist, teach- 
ing music at Tanglewood. 
Pulitzer Prize Novelist James A. 
Michener is house hunting in Bucks 
County. 
Life mag doing picture layout on 
the “Amazing A’s,” having camera- 
man with team for last two weeks. 
Bankruptcy sale of the Cabin, 
noted Philly late spot (backed 
partly with Palumbo coin) is set 
for July 27. 
Izzy Hirst, burlesque operator, 
and Betty Palmer, former star on 
his circuit, married here in magis- 
trate’s court. 
Director George Stevens is in 
town visiting long-time friend Al 
Simmons, to view the crucial 
Athletics-Cleveland series. 

Chris Howard and Jerry War- 
ren, local radio producers, are 
backing Canada Lee in an opus 
called “The Reluctant Virgin,” due 
for Cleveland tryout. Will make it 
a Broadway musical, if it clicks. 
Three of the “Tap Roots” visit- 
ors in town were greatly interested 
in the Convention, but by a coin- 
cidence none will vote in Novem- 
ber. Boris Karloff is not a citizen. 
Richard Long is not 21 and Julie 
London wanted Eisenhower and 
now doesn’t care who. wins. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 
Herman Wobber off to Denver. 
Fred Astaire planning’ terp 
school for Sutter Street. ° 


Room of the Fairmont, Sept. 21. 
Doris Day to make personals 


Mitzi Green into Tahoé Biltmore 
Wednesday (21) with Emil Cole- 
man orch. 

Variety Club shindig to honor 
Bob O’Donnell of Interstate Cir- 
cuit, August 5. 

Don Freeman, New York Times 
artist, in to illustrate William 
Saroyan’s newest tome. 

Xavier Cugat into Peacock Court 
of the Mark Hopkins, July 27, with 
Carl Brisson set to follow. 


tween Frisco and L.A. with his 
production of “Inner Sanctum” un- 
derway. 
Miami 
By Larry Solloway 

Colonial Inn, huge casino in 
Hallandale up for sale. 

Old Frolics club, 1,000 seater in 
Miami, may be reopened as a.danc- 
ery again. 

Kitty Davis, who sold club here 
and headed for Los Angeles, notify- 
ing friends her new operation in 
that city will open this week. 

New show at Clover Club fea- 
tures songstress Margaret Phelan, 
Roland & Peirce, with Jay Jayson 
and Aurora Roche dancers held 
over. 

George Hoover, Paramount the- 
atres head here, chairman of en- 
tertainment committee for Ameri- 
can Legion convention due in Oc- 
tober. 

Contracts given out by Wometco 
chain for construction of new tele- 
vision studios for their video sta- 
tion, only “one thus far okayed by 
FCC for this area. Rash of ads by 
set distributors in local papers an- 





pomacing “coming of television” by 


under Bob Champlain’s direction | 


den, where Paramount rep, Carl P. | 
York, resigned, with sales manager | 


Frankie Laine set for Venetian | 


with “Romance On the High Seas.” | 


Irving M. Levin shuttling be-| 


London 


Tommy Sampson orch begins a 
tour of Germany Aug. 2. 
| Second of the Arts Theatre Club 
classical season was Shaw’s “Too 
True to be Good,” July 13. 

Frederick Brisson back from the 
continent July 18 for five more 
days in London before heading for 
home. ; 

Peter Ustinov to Italy on loca- 
tion hunt for background filmiza- 
tion of Eric Linklater’s “Private 
Angelo.” 

Margaret Lockwood has now 
definitely contracted to star in 
| “Elizabeth of Austria,” to be made 
‘in Austria by Willie Forst for J. 
+} Arthur Rank. 
| Johnny Denis and his Ranchers, 
| who are hitting the jackpot with 
| their London Label records, booked 
by the BBC for a new series be- 
| ginning July. 26. 
| Vocalist Dick James has signed 
| to record solo with Decca and Lon- 





; don Label. He’ll be featured with 


| the Cyril Stapleton Orchestra, Am- 
| brose, and Felix King. 
| Alec Guiness, who drew atten- 
| tion for his Fagin in “Oliver 
| Twist,” is to enact eight different 
roles in forthcoming Ealing Studios 
production, ‘‘Kind Hearts and Cor- 
onets.” 

Pearl Bailey, accompanied by 
her pianist Ray Tunia, made such a 
hit at Empire, Glasgow, she was 
held over for another week before 
moving on to Newcastle- for one 
| week. 

Gainsborough’s new film family 
—the Huggetts — starring Jack 
Warner, Kathleen Harrison, Susan 
Shaw, Petula Clark and Jane Hyl- 
ton—are to take the BBC air in 
October for a 12-week radio series. 

Helen Hayes and her daughter, 
Mary MacArthur, and Penelope 
March, daughter of actor Fredric 
March, among those invited to 
meet King George and Queen 
Elizabeth at a Buckingham Palace 
garden Party tomorrow (Thursday). 

Sophie Tucker opens her tour 
| for Harold Fielding on July 25 at 
| the Opera House, Blackpool, and 
will then visit Dundee, Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Bournemouth and Sheffield. An- 
| ether series of dates are now being 
| fixed. 
| Joseph Cotten, here for filming 
\of “Under Capricorn” opposite 
Ingrid Bergman, will stay on to 
star in Carol Reed’s next, “The 
Third Man,” making the first David 
Selznick exchange star to fulfill 
new pact with Sir Alexander 
Korda. 





Vienna 


! ia Benatzky in town for short 
isit. 

Max Ermers, author, back after 
10-vear exile. 

Robert Binder, 58, solo dancer of 
na Opera, a ges 

epairs on roof of Burg theatre, 
badly bombed, pn en Se gd 

Arthur Rodzinski inked for Oc- 
tober concert in Konzerthaus. © 

Magda Gabory, Hungarian so- 
prano, inked for State Opera. 
|. Helena Braun, of State Opera, 
_inked for N. Y. Met in January. 
| Opera singer Josef Witt inked 
‘as director of Tyrolean Film Co. 
| Richard Teschner, 69, died. His 
‘unique puppet show is to be con- 
| tinued. ; 
| Walt Disney’s “Snow White and 
Seven Dwarfs” in successful run at 
' Apollo. 
| Robert Blum here as delegate of 
'French Society of Authors and 
_ Composers. 
| . Elena Nikolaidi, of State Opera, 
signed six months’ contract for ap- 
pearances in U. S. 

Renaissance theatre finally closed 
with no prospective new licensee. 
| Deficit was $40,000. 

Tony Fara (Anthony Scozzafava) 
of Brooklyn named station manager 
of Blue Danube Network at Salz- 
burg. 

First role Emil Jannings in Salz- 
vurg theatre will be in “Fuhrmann 





Henschel.” Likely will be next 
year. 
American Information Center 


has produced a nine-minute educa- 


Austria. An Austrian company was 
in charge, with Robert Stolz con- 
tributing music. 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Sadlers’ Wells Ballet Co. 
— 5 en: moe fe 
ay Jellett named cond 
Gaiety theatre orch. —_— 
Producer Hilton Edwards in 
— F gg ve teen plays. 
os tten named new Iri 
manager for 20th-Fox. mm 
Radio Eireann offering $100 prize 





\Irish writer. 

William Scully, Universal sales 
chief, planed in for visit to rela- 
tives in Galway. 





tional film, showing how U. S. helps | 8 


plus royalties for original play by |1 


office, planed to London after 
mulling deals for Gaiety. 

Brendan Smith _ Productions 
inked for strawhat season at But- 
lin’s Holiday Camp at Mosney. 

N. Y. Daily News’ Kate Cameron 
gandering Irish countryside and 
then on to Scotland and London. 

Andre Morell here from London 
for role in revival of Denis John- 
ston’s “Moon in the Yellow River.” 

Johnny Quinn, oldest clown in 
British Isles, on road again for 
season with Reco’s Circus; he’s 80. 

John Coulter planed in from To- 
ronto for first night of his play 
“The Drums Are Out” at the Ab- 
bey. 

Baritone Michael O'Higgins to 
London to wax for Decca. He's 
also readying tour of England and 
Ireland. 

Director John Farrow here from 
N. Y. for 4-week vacation with 
wife, Maureen O’Sullivan, who was 
born in Killiney. 

Tenor John Feeney, back on va- 
cation from U.S., is touring Ire- 
land to record folk songs and mu- 
sic for NBC networks. 

Former Abbey-ite Maureen De- 
lany mulling offer from Bristol Old 
Vic Co. for role in Sean O’Casey’s 
“Plough and the Stars.” 

Eugene O’Neill has nixed Pat 
O’Connor’s plan to present “The 
Iceman Cometh” in London; O’Con- 
nor did it here recently with cast 
that was mostly amateur. 

Dublin Films, whose first effort, 
“My Hands Are Clay,” premiered 
to lukewarm reception recently, has 
started work on a semi-documen- 
tary of the Eire capital, provision- 
ally titled “Dublin’s Fair City.” 

Touring exhibs operating 16m 
setups have formed a 16m Film 
Development Assn. as a protective 
group. Principal aims are to secure 
removal of entertainment tax on 
their shows which pay tax at the 
same rate as regular cinema halls. 


Washington, D.C. 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Carter Barron, Loew’ topper 
here, recuperating from a knee op- 
eration. 

Music publisher Elliott Shapiro 
a recent visitor to Music Division 
of Library of Congress. 

Lex Barker, new film “Tarzan,” 
has accepted an invitation from 
local juve civic club for a p.a. in 
September. 

Manor & Mignon, terp team who 
kept running into revolutions dur- 
ing their recent Latin American 
tour, are at Shoreham Terrace. 

Jack Corry orch, which played 
Glen Echo amusement park for 
years, current nightly attraction on 
the Potomac River boat cruises. 

Todd Duncan concerting tonight 
(21) at Watergate, al brecco stand 
of National Symphony, which is in 
the black for first time in years. 

Maj. Ralph Roberts, formerly of 
cast of “Long Voyage Home,” here 
on a three month active duty stint, 
assigned to Adj. General’s Office. 

Summer slump shuttering two 
night spots, the very plush Palla- 
dian Room in the Shoreham hotel 
and Raleigh hotel’s Pall Mall 
Room. 

Choregrapher Charles Weidman 
a guest at American U summer 
dance school, which is under direc- 
tion of Evelyn Davis, teacher of 
many Broadway terpers. 


Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 

Night club biz hasn't en so 
good this Winter. ne 

“Life With Father” {WB) doing 
fine in New Zealond. 

William Osborne, Monogram 
foreign manager, due in. 

Cleave Shepherd, SRO Aussie 
g.m., in New Zealand on biz trip. 

Mourning Becomes _ Electra” 
(RKO) doing okay at Princess, 
ee 

“The Winslow Boy” doing well 
at Minerva, Sydney, for Whitehall 
Productions. 

Douglas Lotherington, RKO gen- 
eral sales manager, is leaving for a 
U. S. visit July 10. 

_ Maurice Casey appointed U-I rep 
in Manila. Father is Dan Casey, 
U-I’s Aussie general sales mana- 


er. 

“T-Men” (EL) has been given 
censor’s okay for Aussie. Pic will 
be distributed by British Empire 
Films. 

Father Sydney McEwan has 
been a very big concert success 
for the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. 

Paramount will have its show- 


seater Civic. House 
a pe Union loop. af dans 
ayne Lynton, in associati 
with J. C. Williamson, is nn 
a series of matinees at the Royal, 
Sydney, of “Julius Caesar.” 

Garnet Carroll and Sir Ben Ful- 
er, in association with Whitehall 
Productions, will present “The 
Guinea Pig” in Melbourne shortly. 





Linda Gibbs, of H.M. Tennent | Parry. 


Cast will be headed b 
Kathleen Robinson von hen 


window in Adelaide at the 1,500-|h 


Hollywood 


ney Scott laid up with laryn- 
gitis. 

_Andy Russell to Honolulu for a 
Ss pavid Ni ils .f 

avi iven sails.for Engla 
July 29. one 

Martha Scott laid up with throat 
ailment. 

Frank Whitbeck recuping from 
surgery. 

Lamar Trotti hospitalized for a 
checkup. 

Martha Scott to Denver for sum- 
mer stock. 

Richard Dixes celebrated their 
14th wedding anni. 

Francis Bateman 
from appendectomy. 

Al Lichtman home after three 
weeks in the hospital. 

Deanna Durbin paid $85,000 for 
the Jimmy McHugh home. 

James R. Grainger to Dallas on 
a tour of Republic exchanges. 

William Demarest emceeing the 
third annual Police Show at Red- 
lands. 

Vie Kirk elected prexy of the 
Univet Club at Universal-Interna- 
tional. 

Rear Admiral Lawrence T. Du- 
bose gandering production at 
Paramount. 

Jean Hersholt back from Europe, 
where he was knighted by the King 
of Denmark. ~ 

June Duprez obtained an annul- 
ment of her marriage to Charles 
Boone Smith. 

Kenny Baker in from Dallas 
where he appeared with the Star- 
light Opera Co. 

Claudette Colbert made a two- 
minute short for the St. John’s 
Hospital Guild. 

Paulette Goddard in from N. Y. 
to begin work in Paramount’s “A 
Mask for Lucretia.” ° 

Charles Carpenter in from N. Y. 
for Technicolor huddles with Dr, 
Herbert T. Kalmus. 

Victor Fleming interrupted his 
Canadian vacation to check final 
dubbing of “Joan of Arc.” 

Jeff Donnell motored in from 
Maine for one picture, after which 
she will resume strawhattiag. 

Mike Todd negotiating with Para- 
mount for loan of Mary Hatcher 
for his forthcoming musical, “As 
the Girls Go.” 

Billy Gilbert huddling with the 
San Clemente Chamber of Com- 
merce for the establishment of a 
nt ng Theatre for character actors 
only. 

Mrs. Pete Ermatinger, wife of 
the Biltmore theatre manager and 
former musical comedy ballerina, 
recovering from a delicate brain 


operation. 
Chicago 


W. C. Hoffman, Sarasota night- 
club op, in on talent quest. 

Lois Butler press-partied Tues- 
day (13), after preview of “Mickey.” 

Variety Club drew record crowd 
of 250 members at annual golf 
outing. 

Fort, Dearborn Players offering 
“Joan of Lorraine” at 11th St. 
theatre. 

John Montague agenting “Okla- 
homa!” which returns Aug. 2 to 
Erlanger theatre. t 

Femme grunt-and-groaners will 
be added to the wrestling card at 
Marigold Gardens. 

Bonnie Marilyn Lear, daughter 
of radio emcee Les Lears, weds 
John E. Stoltz July 31. 

John Krafcism, owner of the 
Apollo and Cornell theatres, and 
frau celebrating their 25th wed- 
ding anni. 

Actress Irene Rich in to present 
awards to winners of Lovely Moth- 
ers contest-promotion of “I Re- 
member Mama.” ~ 

Conrad Nagel flying back to 
Coast for a pic date, following 
close of “For Love or Money.” 
(18). Diana- Herbert also returns to 
Hollywood, while Vicki Cummings 
goes to New York. Al Spink, press 
rep, heads for Baltimore where he 
=e John Mears on “Born Yester- 

ay.” 


recovering 


Westport, Conn. 
By Humphrey Doulens_ 

Paulette Goddard a solo visitor 
at Country Playhouse. 

Russel and Anna Crouse have 
rented a farm at Wilton. 

Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett recuping 
from injuries in auto accident. 

Fritz Reiner to Ravinia near 
Chicago for summer concerts. 

The Brock Pembertons have 
rented Raymond Gram Swings: 
ouse. 

Grant Mitchell appears next 
week at Ridgefield in “The Late 
George Apley.” 

Hazel Scott, Ballet theatre, Ro- 
chester Philharmonic and Mario 
Braggiotti announced for Norwalk 
Community Concerts series. 

_John O'Shaughnessy staging pre- 
view of Sean O’Casey’s “Red Roses 
for Me” at Lucille Lortel’s “White 
Barn” here July 25. Al Tamarin 
will be associated with Miss Lo 





in its Broadway production. 
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a partner with Jack Jossey and | | 
|g, art Babb in the Hygienic film, | MARRIAGES . 
me “Man end Ted” Mardell Guber to Armand Baum, Gangster Pix 
i OBT ; U ARIES Survived by wife, daughter and COO: Soe Rod Chi man-| 
son Charles, Jr., theatre man: ager of Advanced Alusic. Continued from u—_— 
i of Berea, Ohio. — ee rg ce to Rey Cato, ee any os + With 
1 es ‘ansas City, June 15, He's man-| Roxy -Fox’s “Stree i 
JACK PULASKI ‘months ago, her last appearances | WALTER S. HAWKINS ane o: Oe Werwies Theette, i No Name,” | the Criterion has 
at Jack Pulaski, dean of Variety being with» Louis Jouvet’s com-| Walter S. «Hawkins. 78 retired ee A a he. A ge the Eagis tons anee, uy eee nant 
staffers, 38 years with this paper, pany in Paris in the title role of  actor-singer and once leading man band! y Ras bri te ¥ . list’ with Victoria has El’s “Raw Deal. 
m died of a_ cerebral hemorrhage “La Folle De Chaillot,” satirical | for Lillian Russell, died July 18 in/hni Influx of the prison and gang- 
July 17 in New York at the age of | play by Jean Giraudoux. She was George Washi abtel Utena |” tines aes ; ster mellers is no conscious con- 
a 65. Survived by wife, Lillion; three |the widow of Marcel Schwob, | ington, DC following a fash: | . Ruth Morris to Perey Ritter, i | travention of the MPAA rules, but 
— erethers and ove ; toe oe ouaviet, who mee in = month illness. He had resided in publicity office of the William Mor- | rather evidence of the-fact that a 
Jetails on Page 2. Mme. Moreno made her stage Washington since 1939. ‘is agency. segment of the public has dis- 
~ debut with the Comedie Francaise; A native of Stoneham, Mass., he ‘Ruth Lamansky to George War- | tinct preference for this type prod- 
WILLIAM N. SELIG = 1890, and had successively been was a graduate of Harvard, where ren, Chicago, July 18. Bride is| uct and will undoubtedly continue. 
1g William Nicholas Selig, 84, = bey French legit and screen he directed the glee club as a stu- daughter of Sam Lamansky, busi-|to get it, no matter what adverse 
pioneer of the motion picture in- — right up to time of dent. He went to Broadway in 1895 ness agent for Film Exchange Em- | effect it has on the industry from 
+e dustry, died July 16 in Los 2 gg siti ; ss ina ll tet and became associated with Mont- ployees Union in Chi. a public relations viewpoint. John- 
Angeles; four months after he had eee . “3 . nas nrg ri-|gomery & Stone in their produc- Jean Marshall to John H. Auer, | ston office’s edict to tone down the: 
r been awarded a special tribute by UMPNS She had also made tours tions. He was a member of the Beverly Hills, July 18. Hels @ pro-| rough stuff; was a public relations 
the Academy of Motion Picture of Europe and South America and, Lambs Club. ducer-director at Republic ° 
a. ne , ; starred in motion pictures notably,| Wife ; si "viv Neladen 7 . effort to appease a large number 
n ; Arts and Sciences for his years of “y. Sexe Faible”’ She had also ife and sister survive. Gladys Nuneie to Harold W- | o¢ groups that were squawking last 
service to the film business. on poner y 3 he | . ‘S — Be nh Thompson, New York, July 17. winter that the Hollywood output 
- j A showman from his early days, oa with the late Sarah Bern- WILLIAM GRAY Bride is with Monogram Interna-| _.. ccmeemnatiog’ Gadesesionabidl 
a ; as a magician and minstrel on the | : Wi has ‘ tional’s homeoffice staff. : . riage Page’ 
. j stage. Selig entered the motion pony: sana oh ig A yal ey nd | “Mrs. Vinnie Pearson DeCasasas | Juves to copy eS oe 
2 ; picture industry in its infancy as | Walt oe gt Ww. 7, _ Ferguson St Louis gg | to Robert (Bob) em are on — which spawned two of the 
wd an inventor of numerous appliances | alter W. Irwin, 67, New York |... died in that citv : | Orleans, July 15. He's veepee : 
j for the projection of phe eat ns this attorney and former film exec, died eg died in that city, July 11. | general manager of the Interstate, Present Broadway crop, isnt a 
* % endeavor he became involved in a| in New York, July 14. He was the | olities bee y Pa eg — pe tere gee Theatres, Texas. member of the MPAA, although its 
“ : number of lawsuits with Thomas husband of the former Anita Wil- Facameueikenay eamiiciate 2 ae | Doris Wilk to Alfred Palca,| films carry the seal of approval of 
g Edison between 1900 and 1907. | son, sister of Mrs. William Ran- pine ate In ls GIS | Scarsdale, N. Y., July 18. Bride is|the MPAA’s Production Code Ad- 
e Leaving his native town, Chicago, op og ody id ag Po goer Ps the daughter of Jake Wilk, Warner | ministration. Also, many of the 
, 4 where he had been born in 1864. orn in Pittsburgh, Irwin was) sae Coe Bros. eastern studio re films in the r t - 
Tr a Selig moved to California in 1906 8faduated from Univ. of Pennsyi- | MRS. JANE CONNOR HOY | - sterism and basahotiod enumed uae 
ad produced, is frst Important ane eer repent Gol atl eas ross and eden ot gene te | a 
' eature film, e Count o : wh ees sag : . ' d ; 0 arris ‘iation’s i . 
# GANGS hich was made the next later veepee of Famous Players-| actor, died at her home in Hud-|f! B@e Of Trade PreZ |i\nanacadown 
. ‘om { re ead: cdr von i‘. : = é ; handed down. 
* ‘ year, chiefly on a rooftop in down- Lasky. Also prominent in forma-|son, N. Y., July 12. She and her! 2 Iti likely. however 
“ : town Los Angeles. At that time | tion of the National Assn. ofthe} husband had appeared together in | Continued frem page ! to rs al tae 4 ae 
: Hollywood consisted of suburban Motion Picture Industry and chair-| many legits until her retirement | ajiy owning or controlling studio cee ope nema eer igh 3- 
; homes, surrounded by citrus ™an of its exec committee for four|in 1936, when she became editor | ¢ oy: 8g ; -- uch as the pub- 
D- i Pen ag ge nce gs Ay S/ years. This group, in 1922, was|of The Call Board, publication of | facilities. As a matter of fact,| lic demand does exist, if the big; 
° i In 1910 he sent a troupe to Okla- Merged with the Motion Picture | the Catholic Actors Guild. | Space is now going begging. MPAA member companies won't 
, : homa to make a picture of wild Producers and Distributors of} Survived by three sisters. Government's taking over the | make ‘em, the indies will. That's 
4 : western life and there he dis- peers, then headed by Will H. | | picture business in England has/| especially true in that they can be 
‘ ; covered Tom Mix, whom he turned , ‘445: J. BROOKE WILKINSON | been rumored at various times ever | turned out at low cost and are vir- 
7 into an actor in “Ranch Life in) FRANK D. SHEAN | J. Brooke Wilkinson. 78 Y ere. | since the present labor eae tually guaranteed a. profit. 
. j the Great Southwest. In 1912 he| cual ie Ma ae ae man-| tay of the British board of film office. Several U. S. industry of-| Current crop; however, are by 
produced “The Coming of Colum- | gee Soe 57. 8 _ aN | censors’ since its inception in 1913 ficials reported on their return | no means all cheapies. Among the: 
s bus,” using the three caravels, | 38er 0 a oe at Virginia | tied in London July 4. He was |{rom England as far back as last; pix with overtones of violence 
1 Santa Maria, Pinta and Nina, left Peach anc of tne Agricade near | iso secretary of the Kine Man. ‘summer, even before the 75% ad|presently are Warner Bros.’ “Key 
a ever from the Chi World’s Norfolk, died July 15 in latter city. | y of the Kinema Man ” inte Pai 
‘i rg — ge etl worse ‘He suffered a stroke about a week | Ufacturers Assn. and a prominent valorem tax was imposed, that the | Largo,” Republic's “Train to Alca- 
i | a Ju. 4 — - . j . 4: A ° | i. ”, , “ 
n i first color feature in the film in-| Previously while addressing a Vir- pe onl in the British industry's | move loomed bree ne aie bg all Guns of Hate,” 
h ; dustry. The film was sent to Paris ginia Beach civie club. "aan ent Fund. pre rams ye: r * Ce ae ee 
4 to be tinted by hand and won him | Shean long active in showbusi-| . Successor is expected to be | would be placed im general super-| Paramount's “Waterfront at Mid- 
1- { @ medal.from Pope Pius X. ness, was a native of New York named this week. vision of the industry because of | night” and “So Evil My Love,” and 
r . Among other “firsts” in his City, and had lived at Virginia wee his present position at the top of United Artists’ “Pitfall.” In addi- 
S$ { career, Selig produced the first | Beach for eight years. Among his ROY S. CLEMENTS British — production, distribution |tion, there’s the usual crop from 
i 4 cliffhanger, “The Adventures of Promotions were midway conces-| Roy S. Clements, 71, director of and exhibition. ; Monogram and other indies. 
2 Kathiya.: Marring Kathlyn Wil- ee at oe ees eed of silent films, died July 15 in Holly-| oo has _ appenss by ml oe hos ~~ now are the 
“ : iams. As his serials expanded to | Progress. the Cleveland Exposition, | wood. | ously, however, many British in- | big westerns. y sport plenty of 
- eee! ju. mais. he required = pare vy iy mag ‘ 4 ‘. = entered the motion picture dustryites, chief among — has | violence, too, of course, but of a. 
i a cast of wild animals, so he estab- New Yor or air, the Brussels, | business in 1915, serving at vari- been Tom O’Brien, general secre-|sort that’s aceepted by even the 
lished his own menagerie, which Belgium 1935 Fair and a number ous times with Essanay and Uni- tary of the National Assn. of Kine-} most squeamish critics of the in- 
| 4 continued as the Selig Zoo until of others in Europe, Africa and the versal Pictures. At one time he was| matograph Theatrical Employees. duntty 2 in the American tradi- 
‘ q ee en = of Los. United States. = ure Motion Picture O’Brien attempted to fight the na- | tion. Broadway nad three of 
: ; aired 0 hOSE. a, | san. tionalization plan on the assump- | them last week. Current are “Fort 
n Outstanding among the Selig, BARNEY DUBINSKY bm les : re ~ . 
i productions ‘was The Spoilers.’| Barney Dubinsky, theatre senate _ tion that it would consolidate: the Apache (RKO) at the Capitol and 
; Donich de ntiil eenahle ix Hallwemnatfrom Missouri and Manses, died ILY MORTIMER industry to the extent that many /| ‘Fury of Furnace Creek” (20th) 
‘ panel” tak tk ae Sacha eae July 18 in Tucson where he lived | Emily Mortimer retired actress, indie producers would be forced | at the Globe, while “In Old Los 
i Seht between Dustin eens cao for the past ning years. Dubinsky | died in New York, July 12. She |out of the running, That, in turn, Angeles” (Rep) closed Friday (16) 
7 Tom Santschi. Whenever two male was a large shareholder in the Du-/ had appeared in many Broadway | wound mean less work for industry at the Gotham. Others in this 
huskies put on a screen battle to-| binsky Bros. picture house chain | Productions until she retired in employees. genre are “Silver River’ (WB), 
. day. the oldtimers will say: “You. and was the youngest of three — her last engagements being Teddington studios were re- “Red River” (UA) and “Coroner 
” gughta seen Farnum and Santschi. brothers who traveled from 1906 "4 w S — “fp bes acery Kari ‘opened several months ago to the | Creek” (Col). 
) at was ” | 5 wi Dubinsky Bros. ten urvi 1d, aeccam panimen i , 
d In eer’ use aii backed | a me: eee 7 Weixelbaum, former musical direc- bam gy wowed a gaara = 
if numerous: scientific expeditions,| The units marved as tepping tor of Broadway musicals. ‘time that the facilities, including Sarato a 
| sending film crews to various parts | stone for the late Jeanne Eagels a it fairly smal dios 
. of the world, including Africa. the | the start of her career. Dubinsky CLARA HESS ‘be Pomar a. —y Seiticn indie g 
' Upper Amazon, the Philippines, generally took juvenile or light Clara Hess. 68. retired actress, producers- wanting to rent space. Continued from page 1 
China. Korea and India. -comedy roles in his traveling shows who in private life was Mrs. Clara ‘Company, however, was not. in- oa * F 
Although he retired from pro- and was well known as a thespian Hess Sello, died in New York July | pany: P : legiter “Hold It,” which is slated 
“ duction a long time ago, Selig in such territory. 15, Prieg to her.retirement in 1906 | eee tana onnneion for to reopen st. the Werner tha 
maintained his connecton with the, Survived by wife. |she had appeared in legit produc- |any British-made features of its|atre, N. Y. Outhwaite’s is still um 
r film industry through the story | | tions, mostly musicomedy. P own. Since then, only two indie |certain of its plans although deals 
| properties he had acquired over a) | MARRY T. DIXON Survived hy husband, son and a Prawvcty St aeyor Interest. in (and a limes or Myron Cohen 
Pi ars. m 4 ri " -} a ’ ne, 
- ge Sy ag > ieee coal “sana Academy theatre, ye gr wateased — bees decided to close up The only show that will resemble 
is wife, Mary Pinkham Selig, died in that city last week of a) p. Last film turned out there |the lush nitery displays that Sara. 
. . was at his bedside when he died. nest sna. » ant — fcc ee et ol was Independent Sovereign's |toga visitors Phrem e- be at 
s Dixon was bramch manager for | 77 Suvhia® actbess and writer died _>ilent Dust,” produced by N. A. | Piping Rock. Nat Harris, operator 
: 4 Beeler "Clayton 1 Lol f fem on Film beced pop Bie Piso | at Palo Alto, Cal., July 15. ‘After Bromsten, jor the: Harem, N. Y¥., wil Be ms 
q vaude headliner died. in 4B ened ‘former director of Variety Club of | a — career as an actress she | \charge of the night club branch of t- 
t : ude > 1g ; fn een 8 j turned to writing and had authored | this establishment. This spot will 
. : Branch, N. J., July 16. As Bessie, oe 0 ys ney oe ding the | ™@ny mag articles BIRTHS ‘play Kay Thompson and the Wil 
° E avton she h ‘film theatres there inclu : - a4 , ; . 
“ j is ceaney tee — ao Bn seat ‘Rivoli. Star. Globe, Variety pe | Pe esa by daughter and a | Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Bullock, liams Bros., Joe E. Lewis, Copsey 
; Fields Music Hall, N. Y.. and in| Central Park. Prior to that he . daughter, Santa Monica, July 12.,and Ayres and a 16-girl line. | 
0 several editions of “Ziegteld Fol- operated a talent agency. Father is a cameraman at Para-| There’s always the chance that 
g y lies.” | Survived by wife, a son and | a mnyey “4 nee | eaten Mietant Delt |the okay may come at the last 
4 ; A : : . daughter. Cou cKibbin, r. a mu antine, minute just as has been the cus- 
"i nt tarheniaet oe scenic artist who designed sets for son, Hollywood, July 17. Father is tom in waa years. 
S b Hoyt’s “A Trip to Chinatown.” | GREAT ZACCHINI Ziegfeld Follies and N. Y. Hippo- film actor. , 
3 : After some vaude appearances she | Ildebrando (Papa) Zacchini, 79, drome, Baltimore, Md., and Atlan- Mr. and Mrs. Myer Freyman, — 
2 4 joined the company of Joe Weber Originator of the human cannon , tic City, N. J., died in Mobile, Ala.,| som, July 6, Washington, D. C. - 
r- 4 and Lew Fields and appeared in. ball act bearing his name, died in | July 14. : Mother, Evelyn Freyman, is radio | Kettering Staff 
4 their productions until their music , Tampa, Fla., July 17. | Two sisters, a niece and several actress and prexy of local Ameri- 7 
hall was razed. She subsequently | As a circus proprietor in Europe nephews survive. can Federation of Radio Artists. Continued from page 44 
appeared with them in their Jubi-| in the early ‘20s, -he conceived his | | Also producer for Olney strawhat- , 
lee Revue, which had a long run Plan of shooting humans from a) DOLLY STERLING Gs, Maes. | Bob Price, booker in the same see 
at the old Broadway theatre, N. Y., cannon. His seven sons developed; Dolly Sterling, songstress for Mr. and Mrs. James Russell, son | tion. : 
before embarking on a two-year it into one of the greatest thrillers past 10 years at the 606 Club, Chi- Hollywood, July 15. Father is chief| Agency, which started in 1934 im 
r : road tour. Between productions’ in the amusement field. cago, died in that city July 17. bat ge ser Enterprise. | Kansas City, once had 22 people 


Don_ Dillaway. in the Chicago office and large 
ne eng —- poe oad 15. | staffs in Hollywood and New York 
| Pasmer is 2 Bim me scout. Staff is down to three in Holly- 


Thenp =. cae ee York, Jury | Wood, mainly concerned with film 


He came to Tampa from Barce- 
lona, Spain, in 1932. | 


Survived by mother and two sis- 


she toured Europe and Australia. ters 


e 7 a . aneiee of dance recitals. Her, 
nal stage appearance was in 1924, | 
| MRS. ELLA MAE ANDERSON 








in a recital in California. EMIL EITEL 





While with W & F she met and - 


married Julian Mitchell. stager of 
their shows and later with Florenz 
Ziegfeld as director of “Ziesfeld 
Follies.” After Mitchell’s death in 
1924 she married Bert Cooper, who 
died in 1946. 

She leaves a daughter, Mrs. 
Andrew Allison, former wife of 


Roger Prvor, actor, and a grand- 
daughter, Priscilla Mitchell Pryor, | 
daughter. 


with whom she lived at Long 
Branch. 


MME. MARGUERITE MORENO 

Mme. Marguerite Moreno. 77, 
noted French actress, died at her 
home in southern France. July 14. 
She had been active until a few 





Mrs. Ella Mae Anderson, former 
circus performer and mother of 
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, sepia 
comic on the Jack Benny radio 


show. died in Los Angeles, July 18. . 


Mrs. Anderson had done a tight- 
wire act with circuses until injuries 


in a fall compelled retirement. Her | 


husband, Ed Anderson, had toured 
with minstrel shows. 
Survived by ‘four sons and a 


CHARLES G. DECKMAN 
Charles G. 


Productions, Inc.. died at his sum- 
mer home in Ontario, July 14. 
A native of Cleveland, he was 


Deckman, Sr., part-| 
ner and traveling rep for Hygienic 


' 
,_ Emil Eitel, 83, president of the 
| Bismarck Hotel Corp.. which oper- 


| ates Bismarck hotel, Old Heidelberg | 


bistro, and Eitel restaurant, died in 
Chicago, July 18. 

Survived by four brothers and 
two sisters. 





Son, 5. of Harry Takiff, assistant 


to Columbia Pictures exec-veepee | 


Jack Cohn, drowned last week 
while swimming at a Maine chil- 
dren’s camp. 





Daughter, seven, of Frank Prince, 


in Los Angeles, July 9. 


Fox West Coast film booker, died daughter, 


15. Mother is Peggy Conklin, 
actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Collins, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 16. 
Mother is exec secretary of the 
Edward Small organization. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Dave Jonas, daugh- 
ter. New York, July 8. Father is 
with the Matty Rosen agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Ornstein, 
son. in Switzerland, July 14. Father 
is special representative of United 
Artists in Italy; mother ‘Gwynne) 
is niece of Mary Pickford. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Thomas, 
Hollywood, July 19. 
Father is motion picture editor of 
Associated Press. 


contracts. L. A. Frederick, co- 
_founder of agency, has not been 
, active with it since the war, devot- 
‘ing most of his time to real estate 
| ventures. However, Fredericks 
‘opened new Coast offices last 
month. Chi office, which did heavy 
| band bookings, is now down to staff 
_of four—Tommy Carlyn, Ray Pearl, 
/Don Reed and George Winslow. 

| B. W. Frederick said that Chi 
‘office would be under his direction, 
but that a new general manager 
would be appointed in the next 
week or so. He also said that the 
agency would restore the act de 


' partment. 
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tuesday evening n.b.c. 
sponsored by 
philip morris cigarettes 


soon to be seen in 


“WORDS AND MUSIC” 
for metro-goldwyn-mayer 


featured on 
musicraft records 
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